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TO THE PUBLIC. 



WHEN I formed the plan of this work, it 
was my intention to lay before the Tleadc;r 

' as much ufefuj, authentic, and amufing informa- 
tion on the fubjeSs of the feven chapters of each 
book, as I could coUeft, without paying any regard 
to thie proportion of thefe chapters to one another, 
ill point of length, This, I knew, would, be dif- 
ferentlii different ages, as the manners, circum- 
ftances, and purfuits of the people of Britain chan- 
ged. In- that part of the fifteenth century which 
is the fubjeft of the prefent book, both the Britifli 
nations were more conftantly engaged in war, thefe 
y/ZT$ were more fierce and bloody, and produced 
more fudden and furpriiing revolutions, than in any 
other period. This is the reafon that the firft 
chapter of this book is longer than that of any of 
the former books, in proportion to the other chap- 
ters,, though nothing hath been omitfed in any of 
thefe chapters that feenied worthy of a place in 
general hiftpry. I take no delight in defcribing 

^ fcenes of flaughter and defolation, though fuch de- 
fcriptipus may be ufeful, and on the prefent occa- 

3 fiw 



TO THE PUBLIC. 

fion were unavoidable. It was impofllble to draw 
a faithful pi&ure of our anceftors, in thofe unhappy 
times, without paandng them in arms, deftroying 
one another, or carrying deftru£kion into other 
countries. I look forward with pleafure to the fuc- 
ceeding periods of our hiftory, when the fword was 
oftener flieathed, and the art« of peace were culti- 
vated with greater affidpity and fuccefs. 

In difcdvefing the truthy.and foirming the events 
of this period into a clear, confiftent, and weH^ 
authenticated narration, I have experienced feveral 
difficuldes. Some of the events . are fo furprifing, 
that they are hardly credible ; others are involved 
in darknefs almofl impenetrable; and the infbrma^^ 
tion afforded by the contemporary hiftorians is fel- 
dom fatisfadory, often confufed, and fometimes 
contradiftory. Whether I have fucceeded or not, 
in furniounting thefe difficulties, is humbly fubmit- 
ted to the decii|On of the Public. I fliall only fay, 
that I have attempted it, and that the attempt hath 
coft me no little thought and labour, as well as 
time. 

R.H* 
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C H A P. I. 

The civil and military hi/lory of England^ from the 
accejfton of Henry IV. A,D. 1399, ta the ac-- 
ce0m(f Henry VYL. h.Ji. 1485. \ ^ 

S E C T I O N >L 

Frofn the accejlonof Henry IV. A. D. 1399, to the 
accejfion of Henry V. A. D.. 14X3/ . 

THE acceffion of Henty IV. maybe datied A d. 1399- 
on September 30, A.D. 1399, when he corona- 
was placed oa the throne by the archbilhops Hcni^^v 
df Canterbury and York, in the prefence, and ' 
with Jthe s^pprobation of both houfes of parlia- . 
ment '. After a foothing fpeech from the throne^ • 
which hath been already related^ he adjourned the 

* » T. Wajfingbam, p. 360. T. Ottcrbourne, a Th. Hearn edit, 
tom. I* p. tao. 

Vol. IX. B ' - :" parlia- 
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^^^^i^^ parliament to Oftober 9, that he might have Idfure 
to prepare for his coronation, which he appcnnted 
to- be on the Ejth oF the fame months the anniver- 
fary of his going into exile *. He was accordingly 
crowned at Weftminfter on that day, by T. Arun- 
del archbifliop of Canterbury, with all the an- 
cient folemnities* and fome new ones of hfe qWn in- 
Tention, admirably calculated to imprefs the minds 
of a fuperftitious people with greater veneration for 
his perfon and authority *. Thus, by a very fur- 
prifing. revolution, Henry duke of Lancafter, fir- 
named Bollingbroke^ frotn the place of his birth, 
•in lefs than three months of an exile, became the 
crowned anointed kingof agreat and powerful nation* 
l^erpicxi- Though Henry was now in peaceable pofleffioa 
^Bgm «f ^^ ^^^ throne, he was neither fecure in his ftate 
J^jr nor eafy in his mind ; but, on the contrary, he was 

involved in many perplexities, and expofed to many 
dangers. He evidently owed his elevation to a 
fudden jgale of popular favour^ excited by com<i 
paflion for his fufferings ; and he could not but be 
fenfible that this might foon fubfide, or take a dif- 
ferent turn. £dward the black piibce had long 

^ He commanded the fword which he wore when be landed at Ha< 
vanfpure, lo be carried naked and ereft before him, calling itLansaf- 
ii^er S<wordy intimating, that K* was determmcd \b deltHsAhk crown 
by bis fword. The oil with Whidi he was anointed {contain.tl iri 
a vefid of (lone, with a cover of gold fct with diamonds^ it was af- 
firmed, hid been brought from fcfeaven by l3it Virgin Mary,inA tfe*' 
tivered to St. Thomas Bucket, whh a dedjtr^idn, tftat the ktfigra 
anointed with that oil would be great and vido^ou? priaces, and 
zeMous champions of the church. However ridiculous this tale 
fnay appear to us, it is related by the conteiii(>orar7:)itftonans as a 
certain truth. 

3 See voL 7. b. 4. c» I § 5. Ctterboinrae^ Pr uOii WalGng. p. 360. 
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been the boaft and darling of the EngiSBi nation, ^^j^l^ij^i' 
and his memory was held in the higheft veneration* 
Richard, his unhappy lbn> was ftUi alive, and, in 
fpite of all his errors, had tnany friends, wh© la* 
mented his fall, and ardently defired his reftora^ 
tion» Henry increafed his perplexities and dangers,, 
by the pride and jealoufy of his nature, which ne* 
ver allowed him to acknowledge that he' had re* 
eeived the crown from the free gift of the people, 
by their reprefcntatives in parliament, as a i^eward 
for having delivered theiii from tyranny, though 
all the world knew that he had no other title. He 
could not ferioufly pretend that he had conquered 
England, when he arrived in it with only eighty. \ 

perfons in his company, and owed all his fuccefs 
to the voluntary conflux of the people to. his ftand- 
ard ; jind though he hinted at the right of con- 
quefl: when he claimed the crown, he was obliged 
immediately to difavow it. Nor could he pretend 
to the hereditary right of blood ; for that was evi- 
dently in Edmund Mortimer, the young earl of 
MarcbjL defcended from Lionel duke of Clarence^ 
the elder brother of John of Gaunt, duke of Lan- 
cafter ; and Roger ea^rl of March, the father of 
that young nobleman, had a few years before been 
declared prefumptive heir to Richard II. by ad of 
parliament, Richard earl of Cambridge^, alio oxut 
of the foas of Edmund duke of York, who bad 
married Ann, iifter of Edmund earl of March, 
confidered himfelf a6 injured by the intrufioa of 
Henry into the throne; Charles VI. king of Brance 
was greatly eniaged at the depofition of Richard 

Ba his 



4; HISTORY O? BRITAIN. .BookV.^ 

AD.13W* hi^ fon^iQ-law, and threatened vengeance ; and the 

Scots :waited with iihpaiience the expeSed cohimo- 

tiops in England, in order to invade it. Befides 

all this, Henry lay under fuch mighty obligations 

to thofe who had efpoufed his caufe (particularly 
to the two powerful earls of Northumberland and 

tVeftmoreland), that he found it as difficult to fe- 
cure the adherence of his friends, by gratifying their 
defires, as to guard againft the defigns of his 
enemies. 
Henry Henry's wifdom, courage, and good fortune, 

mrl^irment ^^ ^^t dcfeit him in this critical fituation, and he 
an inftru- purfued the moft prudent meafures for preferving 
fixing him the prize he bad obtained. The parliament which 
throne. ^^^ depofed Richard, and raifed the duke of Lan- 
cafter to the throne, had been called in the nahi^ 
of the firft of thefe princes, but was entirely under 
the influence of the laft, who therefore continued 
it, and made it the inftrunient of enafting what- 
ever he thought fit to dilate. This obfequious af- 
fembly entailed the crown upon Henry and his de- 
' fcendants, without affigning any reafon, or taking 
notice of the pretenfions of any other perfon \ It 
ilrepealed all the afts of that famous parliament 
which met at Weftminfter A. D. 1397, and at 
Shrewfbury A, D. 1398, though all the lords, 
both fpiritual and temporal, had taken a folemrt 
oath never to confent to the repeal of thefs ads ^ 
The eafls of Rutland, Kent, Huntington, So- 
merfet, Salifbury, Thomas lord d'Efpencer, and 
William le Scrop, had been the great friends 
^nd confidents of king Richard, the accufers of 

4 HaH, folio jOj ri, » T. WaJfitig. p. 361. X Ottcrbcurnc,. 

p. ftXft, 
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the duke of Gloucefter, .the earls of Arundel ^-^ »39^- 
and Warwick, in the late parliament, and had 
received grarits of the forfeited eftates of theib 
iioblemen, and been raifed to the higher titles of 
dukes of Albermarle, Surry, Exeter, marquis of 
Dorfet, earls of Gloucefter and Wiltfhire, as a 
reward for that ferviee. Henry, fufpeQing them 
of a fecret attachment to their forjner mafter, de* 
tcrmined to humble arfd reduce them under his 
tnercy, that h^ might either ruin them, or gain* 
them to his intereft. With this view he prevailed 
upon this parliament to deprive them of the titlei 
and fbrtunes they had obtakied in the laft^ and to 
leave them at bis mercy as to their former honours 
and eftates *• The parliament, having done every 
thing Henry could devife for fixing him firmly oa • 

the throne, was diflblvcd* 

To reward his mpft powerful friends, was one of RcwJiiKh 
th^ firft care« of this wife prince. On the very firft J^'-^fritmif, 
day of his reign, be cpnftituted Henry Percy carl 
of Northumberland, conftable, and Ralph Nevil 
earl of Weitmoreland, n^arihal of England } and 9 
few days after, he granted the Ifle of Man to the . 
former, and the earldon^ of Richmond to the lat- 
tpr % In thj5 diftribution of favours, his own &mily 
was not forgotten; his eldeft fon Henry, was 
created prince of Wales^ duke of Cornwall, and. 
^arlx)f Chcftcr, Odober 15, and a few days affer^ 
duke of Aquitaine »• Tp the earfs of Warwick 
and Arundd, all their eftates and honours were 

« T. Walfing. p. 361. 

7 Rym. Feed, tQtn. S. p. S9. 95. T. Otterbpurne, p. n%\ 

* Jljrm. Fed. torn. 8. p. 91, 5cc. T. Walfing. p. 361. 
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^;^:^^ reftored; and on many others honours, grsmts, »a<I 

offices, were bellowed. 
Courts the . Henry, when he was earl of Derby, as well at 
tJic people. U^ father the du^ie of Lancafter, had j^een fuf- 
peded of favouring the opinions of Wickliff; bjit 
he now aded a very different part, and courted the 
favour of the clergy with the greateft diligence, 
profeifing the greateft regard to their perfons and 
intereft, and to all the ceremonies of their religion '• 
To give the people « in general a fpecimen of the 
difference between «his government and that of his 
. predecelfpr, he i0ued a proclamation, commanding 
all the blank bonds> called Raginans^ which had 
been extorted by Richard and his favourites, to bq 
committed to the flames ' % 
Rends am* Wh^u the internal peace of the Jcingdom, as he 
to France imagined, was thus fecured, he bent his thought^ 
}2^^^' to avert the ftorms which threatened him from 
abroad. With this view he fcnt Thomas Skirlowe 
bifliop of Durham, and Thomas Percy earl of 
Worcefter, ambaffadors to the court of France, 
with inftru^ons to negotiate, if pofGble, fome in^ 
termarriages between the two royal • families, and 
. by all means to prevent a war; to which the un- 
fettled ftate of that court, and of the king's health, 
who was fubjeft to frequent fits of madnefs, con- 
tributed more than any arguments they could em- 
ploy ' ^ The Scots, expefting an invafion of Engt 
land from France, made an incurfion into North- 
lunberland, took ancj deftfoyed the caflle of Wark, 

9 Ryna. Feed. torn. S« p. 56, 97. 101, &c. 

'^ Id. ibid. p. 109. . ." Jd»ibi4« p. xoS. 
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atid p|uii4ered the open country ". Henry, vau "^j^^*^ 
willing to engage in a war fo foon, gave a commif* 
fion tQ this e^ii of Weftmorel^nd, to enter into a 
negotiation with thefe troublefome neighbours ; and 
th^ Scots, difappointed of th^ French invafion„ re- 
tired into thdr own counqry', and drifted from 
hoftiUties". 

But all thefe precautipns could not prereat th? a.d.hw 
plot^ of Henry's enemies ; and a very dangerous ^^^ 
one broke out in the beginning of this year. 1Phe-^^°^« 
earls of Rutland, Huntington, Kent, fialiibnry^ 
and Gloucefter (though the two firft were his 
pear relations ^% and tbisy had been all Idndly treated 
by the new king), could not forget the eftates and 
titles which they had received from Rijchsijd, and of 
which they had b^n deprived by Henry in the lat^ 
parliameniir To revenge this injury, as they efteem^ . 
ed it, they held freqiient meetings in the lodgings 
of the abbot of Weftjninfter ; where the following^ 
plot was formed, for reftoring Richard, and de- 
priving Henry of liis crown and life. They agreed 
to proclaim;! fplendid tournament, to be held at OjCr 
ford, January 3, to invite Henry to be prefect, an4 
prefide at that folenmity j and appointed certain af- 
^^s to marder him, and fach of his fons as werp 
with him, when they were intent in viewing the di- 
irerfion. The king, who was keeping his Ghrift- 
jpjas a-t Windfor, yras accordingly invited by the 
^arl of Humlngton, hi$ brother-in-law ; and, dread- 
ipg no danger^ accepted of tjhe invitation,^ When 

» T. Ottcrbourne, p: i»4. «J Rym Feed. torn. 8. p. 107. 

#♦ Rotland was his firft-coufin, and Huntington his brother- in law-. 
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^^^^[JJ^ the day approached, the coafpirators came to Ox- 
ifbrd, attended by numerous trains of follower^ ; and 
every thing feemed to promife fuccefs to their 
fcheme*'. . 

But on January 2, the earl of Rutland went pri- 
vately to Windfor, and difcovered the whole plot 
(of which he had been the chief contriver) to the 
king. Heniy, knowing the treacherous charafter 
of the man, who betrayed every party with whom 
he was coiinefted, hefitated for fome time, and re- 
mained all the next day at Windfor in a ftate of 
fufpenfe. At length being convinced of the rea- 
lity of the plot, he fet out in the evening for Lon- 
don. In the mean time the confpirators at Ox. 
ford remained in great anxiety, expefting every 
moment the arrival of the king, and their accom- 
plice the ' earl of Rutland. Finding they did not 
arrive, they concluded that their plot' was difcovered; 
and refolved to attempt by force what they could 
not accomplifh by fraud, hoping to furprife the king 
at Windfor, where they knew he had but ^ (lender 
guard. With this view, the earls of Kent and Sa- 
lifbury fet out from Oxford in the evening, at the 
head of 400 horfemen, comj^letely armed, and ar- 
rived at Windfor next morning, January 4, hut 
found the king had departed the preceding even- 

* 16 • • • -. • 

The confpirators were greatly difconcerted by 
the king's efcape. Being joined by their accom- 
plices from Oxford, they remained about Windfor 
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'5 T. Walfiog. p. 36a. Ottcrbournc, p. ^14. Ha l, folio 4(i^ ►!«. 
«^ T.W^alfmg. p 362. Ottcrbournc, p. %%$» 
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fliat day, and part of the next, giving out that a.d.hoo* 
king Richard had. cfcaped from prifon, and com- 
manding all his fubjefts to repair to his ftandard. 
To procure credit to this, they made one Maud-/ 
lin, a prieft, perfonate Richard', to whom he bore 
a ftriking refemblance. Their army, it is faid* 
increafed, but their counfds were diftraded j fome' 
infifting on their continuing in a body, and othersf 
on their difperfing. On a report that Henry was 
marching towards them at the* head of 20,000 men, 
this laft advice prevailed. The earls of Kent and 
Salifbury, with their followers,, direfted their route 
to Cirencefter, where the two earls were aflaulted in 
their lodgings by the inhabitants, on the night of 
January 6, taken prifoners, .and beheaded next 
morning ; for which barbarous, illegal deed, Henry- 
gave them a grant of all their fpoils ^'. The earl of 
Gloucefter and lord Lumley w^re taken and be- 
headed by the populace at Bidftol ; and the earl of 
Huntington, who had married lady Elizabeth, ths 
king's fifter, was apprehended in Eflex, committed 
to the tower, January 10, and five days after be* 
headed, with circumftances of great cruelty *'• Sir 
Benedift Shelley, fir Bernard Brokes, and twenty- 
nine other knights and gentlemen, were hanged, 
drawn, and quartered, at Oxford, and others at 
other places '* ; a proper prelude to thofe fcenes of 
blood and cruelty which followed in the long con-* 
teft between the houfes of York and Lancafter, oc^ 
iafioned by the fatal ambitioA of Henry IV. 

'7 Otterbourne, p. 125, 216, •17. Rym.' Feed, torn* 8. p. ij[0. 
«» Relation dc J:*rifc dc Roy, r. 11. «9 Hail, f. 13. 
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This confpiracy precipitated the doom of the 
unhappy Richard, For Henry, finding that he 
could not exped to enjoy any tranquillity on the 
throne while his predeceffqr was alive, commanded 
him to be taken out of the way ; and this com- 
mand was executed, in the caftle of Pomfret, Fe- 
bruary 13, A. D, 1400} but in what manner is not 
certainly known. His body was Jbrought to Lon^ 
don, the face uncoveVed, and expofed to the vi^w of 
all the people in every town on the way, and in St. 
Paurs church for three day«, th^t aU the world 
jnight know the certainty of his death *•. 

Henry had no fooner efcaped this dangerouf 
plot at hom^9 than he was threatened with lofTas 
and dangers from abroad. The late king Richard 
was bom at Bourdeaux^ and beloved by the inha« 
bitants of the Englifli provinces in France ; who 
were grea^tly enraged when they heard the news of 
his being dethroned and imprifoned. The French 
court, taking advantage of their difcontent, earr 
ncftly folicited them to throw off the Englifh yoke, 
and put themfejves under the protefltion of France { 
and thefe folicitations at firft feemed to promife 
fuGcefs. But when the paffions of the people of 
thefe provinces began to cool, and they had leifure 
to refleft on the different genius of the two gOi» 
vernments, they wifely preferred the mild govern* 
ment of a diftant fbvereign to the tyrannical domi# 
nation of a too powerful neighbour, wholib fub- 
jeds they faw moft grievoufly oppreffed. Henry 

i<» T, Wairng. p. 363. T.Otterbcurnc, p. aaS. Hall, f. i* 

Tabian^ f. 166. 

confirmed 
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confirmed them in thefe fcntiments, by beftowiiig a. d. r4oo, 
the places of power and profit on the chief noble- l^'*'*^^"^^ 
men of the country, and by fending Thomas Percy 
leagrl of Worcefter, with a reinforcement of troops, 
to fupport the well-afFeOied *', 

The Scots preparing for an eifpedition into Eng^ Expedi- 
land in the fummer of this year, Henry determined Scotland, 
to prevent them, by invading th^r country with a 
powerful army. Having procured a large fupply 
of money from the clergy arid nobility in a great 
council, and collefted a numerous army, he 
marched into the north, and arrived at Newcaftle 
in the beginning of Auguft. From thence he Tent 
a fummons to king Robert III. and all the nobility 
of Scotland, to meet him at Edinburgh, Auguft -^3, 
to do homage, and fwear fealty to him as fuperior 
lord of Scotland ; which, he modeftly affirms, all 
the former kings of Scotland had done to all the 
former kings of I)ngland, from the days of Brute . 
the Trojan**. To this fummons he received a 
contemptuous provoking anfwer, from prince 
David, duke of Rothfay, who was theft in the 
caftle of Edinburgh ; on which he marched for- 
l^ard, and befieged that caftle *S But he foon raifed 
the fiegc, and returned into England, without 
having do»Q ^ny thing worthy of his mighty pre- 

parations. 

Henry's haflty retreat from Scotland was probably Revolt rf 
owing to the intelligence he had received of a new Gkadour- 

*< FrotlTartt tbm. 4. c^^(. Hall, f. 15. Rym. Feed. torn. S. 
p. it7> iiS, 119. 141. ^* Id. ibid, p. i»5. ii»— ijJT. 
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enemy. This was the famous Owen ap Griffith. 
Vaughan, lord of Glendoudwy, commonly called 
Qwen Glendoury ^ gentleman pf high fpirit and 
great courage, defcpnded from Lewellen, the lad 
of the ancient princes of Wales. In his' youth he 
bad ftudied the law in the iilns of court, was called 
to the bar, and became efquire of the body to 
Richard JI. On the late revolution, hp retired to 
tis eftate, ^nd carried on a kind of petty 'vvar with 
Reginald lord Grey of Ituthyn, about certain land$ , 
to which each of them laid claim. Henry efpoufed 
the caufe of lord Grey, and iffued a proclamation 
from Northampton, September 19, commanding 
^11 the men ca{)able of bearing arms, in the coun-? 
ties of Warwick, Leicefter, Nottingham, Derby, 
Worcefter, Salop, Staftbrd, Gloucefter, Hereford, 
and Northampton, to repair immediately to his 
ftaudard, to march into Walj^s to reduce Glendoui* 
who was declared a rcb^l. Owen, 01^ the very day 
after this proclamation, burnt Iqrd Grey^s town of 
Ruthyn, declared himftlf prince of Wales, and was 
generally acknowledged as fuch by his countrymen, 
Thus, from a private difpute, a national war com- 
ipenced, which continued feveral years **. Henry 
inarched into Wales; but Owen retiring to th^ 
mountains, he was obliged to retire without feeing 
, an enemy. 
Ncgotia; This whole year was fpent in negotiations be- 
Francc. tween the courts of England and France ; the former, 
foliciting a peace or long truce, the latter demand- 

■ • 

'4 Carte, vol. 2. p. 649, &c. Rym. Fad. t. 8. p. 160. ■\^'al- 
fiog. p. 164. Cttcrboumc, p. 130. 
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ing the reftoration of tHe young queen Jfebella, •'^•^' '4o<>- 
widow of. Richard II. and her fortune. When 
Charles VI. recovered from his fit^ of frenzy, pre- 
parations were made for invading England j when ' 
he relapfed, the negotiations were refumcd. Henry 
earneftly defired to retain the young queen; and 
procure her in marriage for his eldeft fon the prince 
of Wstles. At length, however, a truce for thirty 
years was concluded, and the young queen re* 
ftored*^. 

! Henry called a parliament, January 20, A. D. a. d. 141a 
1401, which granted him ample fupplies^. A Man-iagc 
marriage was negotiated, and at lad concluded daughter! 
March 7, between Lewis of Bavaria, eldefl fon of 
the emperor of Germany, and the princefs Blanch, 
the king's eldeft daughter, with whom he gave a 
portion of 40,000 nobles *\ 

While Henry was engaged in thefe works of ^^^ ^.^^ 
peace, Owen Glendour, at the head of great bodies Waieg. 
of Welfh, who now owned him for their prince, 
and crowded to his ftandard, made inroads into the 
Englifh borders, plundering the country, and kill- 
ing many of the inhabitants. To revenge thefe 
infults, Henry invaded Wales twice this year, in 
June and Oftober : but to little purpofc; the Welih 
retiring at his approach, and renewing their in- 
curfions at his departure *^. In one of thefe in- 
curfions, Glendout gained a confiderable viftory 
in Pembrokefhire, which raifed his reputation and 
increafed his followers. 

»* Cotton, p. 405. 
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Henry was not only haraffed by this revolt of 
the Welfh, but expofed to the dark attempts of 
domeftic traitors. By one of thefe he was in great 
danger of lofing his life, towards the end of this 
year* An inftrument of fleel, with three long and 
Iharp points, was concealed in his bed, that when 
he lay down one of them might run into his body ; 
but he fortjUnately perceived it, and efcaped the 
danger. The author of this plot could never be 
difcovered *'. 
A. D. 1401. Tlie revolt of Owen Glendour appeared more 
Wd T * formidable than ever in the fpring of this year. The 
Welfli ftudents in the univerfities and inns of court, 
the apprentices in London and other towns, and 
even the common artificers and labourers, returned 
into Wales to j6in his ftandard, in hopes of re^ 
covering the long-loft independency of their coun- 
try. Owen took the field early, engaged and de- 
feated his ancient antagonift the lord Grey, and 
made him prifoner'^ Sir Edmund Mortimer, 
, uncle to the young earl of March, coUefting all the 
friends and vaflals of that family, to prevent the 
devaftation of their lands, made up an army of 
i;2,ooo men ; with which he engaged Glendour, 
June 22p near Knighton in Radnorfhire ; but was 
defeated, and taken prifoner, and 1 1 00 of his men 
llain ''. Though Henry was not ill pleafed at the 
captivity of Mortimer, he was alarmed at the pro- 
grefs of Glendour, and iflued a proclamation to all 
the military tenants of, the crown, except thofe in 

• 

'*> Waifing. p. 364. Otte bourn?, p. 132. 

3« Vita K. n. p. 177, 17S. 3» Ottcrbounie^ p ajj, 
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the northern counties, to meet him at ShrewflbiMTy f-^ ^^^ 
Anguft 27, to march with him againft the rebels 
in Wales**. He divided his army into three 
bodies ; gave the command of one to his eldeft fort 
Henry prince of Wales, of another to the earl o{ 
Arundel, referving the command of the third to 
hlmTelf. They entered Wales at three different 
places, to furround the Welfli army, and prevent 
their efcape. But the Welflr kept on the mouii* 
tains^ and avoided an engagement ; and the Englifh 
armies wei*e ' fo diftreifed by the fcarcity of provi- 
fions, and inceffant rains (raifed^ fay the contem- 
porary hiftorians, by the necromancy of Owen 
Glendour), that they were obliged to return, with- 
out effefting any thing of importance ". 

Henry's affairs fucceeded better in another quar- 
ter, where he was not prefent. About Whitfun- 
tide this yeai-, rumours were circulated with great 
ifldttftry, chiefly by the Ftancifcan friars, that king 
Richard was alive, had made his efcape into Scot- 
land, and Would come from thence in a few weeks, 
at the head dF to army, to recover his crown. 
Thefe rumour!5 feem to have given Henry great 
unealmefs^ He pubtiffied proclamation after pro- 
daAMrtJofti declaring them to be falfe, ^nd threaten* 
jhgdeaifc to aH who dared to fpread them; smd 
feveral perftjtas, patticularfy fir Roger Clarendon, 
with ^his liquiJ-e and valet, and eleven priefts ai^ 
friars^ were ricecuted for Ipreading thefe falfe re- 
fKMts ^\ Agreeable 16 tliefe ^:^p6rt8, a body of 

*» Rym. Feed. t. 8. p. %yt. 
3J Otterbournc, p. 136. T. Walfing^. p . 5$ o 
' '* Kym Foed. t. 8. p. 255. adz. Oftckbo»rnei p 134. 
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A.P.. i4o>- io^oo Scots, cbminanded by Archibald earl of 
' • I>ouglas, entered England in July, publifliing, as. , 
&ey advanced, that king Richard ^as with them,' 
and inviting all his fubjefts to join them; which 
feeras to have had little efFeft ^*; They pufhed 
their deftruftive ravages beyond Newcaftle: but 
en their return, they were met by sai array col- 
leflied in the northern counties, commanded by 
Henry earl of Northumbejrland and other barons,' 
at Homildon-hill, near Woollen There, on Holy- 
rood day, a bloody battle was fought, in which the 
Scots were defeated by the fuperior dexterity of the 
Englifli archers. The earl of Douglas, obferring 
that his men could not ftand the ihowers of arrows 
•poured in upon them, alighted from his. horfe, 
feized a pike, and trufting to the goodnefs of his 
armour, followed by feveral other lords and gentle- 
men, rufhed into the thickeft of the Englifli 
archers ; where he was overpowered, and . taken 
prifonei*, together with the earls of Fife, Murray, 
Angus, and Orkney, the lords Montgomery, Er- 
Ikine, and Innernethy , and about eighty knights ^\ . 
The lord Gordon, fir John Swinton, with about 
eighty other knights and gentlemen, and a . confi- 
derable number of common people, were killed ." 
^^ to^b?" Henry was tranfported with joy at the n^ws of 
ijinfomed. fhis victory, and fent the flrifteft commands to' the. 
earl of Northumberland, Henry Percy, commonly 
called Hotfpiir^ his fon, George Dunbar, earl of 
March in Scotland (who had revolted to, the 

35 Rym. FcEd. t. 8. p. 261. 

3^ Ottci bourne, p, 236,237. Walfing. p. 366. 37 Id. ibid* 
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Engliih), and to other barons not to .ranfom atty A ^mq ^ 
of their prifoi;iers, without his particular permif- 
fibn ^' * a copimand which was not very agreeabje 
to thofe who received it, and which fome of tjienj 
refufed to obey. 

The earl of Northumberland, and his valiant A.D.t^os. 

fon Hotfpur, in particular, who had been the chief racy ef the 

inftruments of gaining this great yiftory over the ^^^J^hum 

Scots, and even of railing the.diike of L^icaftcr benand. 

to the throne, were not a little difgufted at the per- tcr, &c. 

emptory tone of that commands They had alfp 

fome other caufes of difcontent. Sir Edmund 

Mortimer was their near relation j and though they 

had made frequent applications, they never could 

obtain permiffion to treat with Glendour about hi^ 

ranfom ; t>ecaufe Henry both feared and hated the 

s- houfe of Mortimer, on account of their pretenfion$ 

to the crown. Thomas Percy earl of Worcefter, 

brother to ^he earl of Northumberlajid, had been 

much beloved and favoured by the late king 

Richard ; and though he had aUb been honoured 

and employed by Henry, he ftill retained a fecret 

indignation againft him for the .murder of his former 

matter. Thefe noblemen, by qomnmnic^ting their 

complaints, inflamed each others ps^ffions, and al: 

length refolyed to exert all their power and influ- 

,ence to dethrone Henry^ and place the crown on 

the head of th,e young earl of March the lineal heir. 

'J'hey communicated fheir defign to then: prifoner, 

the jearl of Dpuglsis, and granted him his liberty^ 

on condition, of his joining them with his followers ; 

3' Rym. Fad. t. 8, p. a;! . 
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A.D. i4esi to "^hich he confented. They alfo admitted into 

their confederacy Owen Glendour, and his prifoner 

fir Edmund Mortimer, who agreed to join them 

' with 10,000 men, as foon as they approached the 

CO nfines of Wales '*. 

Take If this plot had been executed with as much 

"*** prudence as it was planned, it would probably have 
deprived Henry of his crown, which coft him fo 
much guilt and labour to acquire. But the preci- 
pitancy of Hotfpur, and the too great caution or 
timidity of his father, difconcerted all their mea- 
fures. The earl of Douglas having joined young 
Percy about the beginning of July, they marched 
forward to meet their Welfh confederates, the earl 
of Northumberland promifing to follow them im- 
mediately with a great body of men ; a promife 
which he did not perform in proper time. They 
were joined by the earl of Worcefter and his fol- 
lowers, at Stafford***. When they arrived at 
Shrewlbury, and were about to inveft that town, 
they were furprifed at the appearance of the royal 
army, which had been coUedted with great expedi- 
tion ; the Scotch earl of March vehemently preff- 
ing Henry to prevent the increafe and junction' o£ 
his enemies, by the celerity of his motions*'. On 
July 20, when the two armies were in fight of 
each other, the carl of Worcefter fent a kind of 
manifefto to Henry, full of the bittereft invectives, 
accufmg bim — of many afts of perjury, — of the 
murder x)f king Richard, — of the ufurpation of the 

39 Otterbournc, p. ^39, &c. T. Walfing, p. 367, &c. 
4e Hall, f . a 1 . 4> Otterbournc, 241.^ 
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crown from the true heir, the earl of March, — and •^•^- ^^^3^* 
of various other crimes**. This inflammatory- 
paper put an end to all hopes of accommodation; 
and both parties prepared for battle againft next day. 

On the morning of July ^2 1 , both armies were Battle of 
drawn up in order of battle, on the plains of Hartle- bury, 
field, near Shrcwfbury. The Scots, commanded 
by the valiant earl of Douglas, began the aftion 
by fo furious an attack on the van of the royal 
armyj that it was thrown into diforder, and its- 
leader^ the young earl of Stafford, flain. King 
Henry, who commanded the main body of his 
army, advanced with great rapidity with a rein- 
forcement ; which encouraged his troops to rally 
and repel the enemy. In a little time * the battle 
became general, and raged with uncommon fury. 
Each of the armies confifted of about 14,000 of 
the bed troops in Britain. The leaders on both 
fides were equally brave, fired with the moft violent 
animofity, and fought for their fortunes, honours, 
and lives, which rendered the conflid exceedingly 
fierce and obftinate. The king difplayed the moft 
confummate prudence as a general, and the moft 
ilndaunted courage as a foldier^ killing, as it is faid, ^ 

a great number of his enemies Txdth his own handw 
He was nobly fupported by his fon the prince of' 
Wales, who (though he was wounded in the face 
dt the be^nning of the aftion) gave a fpecimen of 
that intrepidity which afterwards acquired him fa 
touch glory; On the other fide, young Hotfpur 
and the Earl of Douglas are faid to have performed 
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prodigies of valour. Viftory hovered over the 
two armies aboitt three hours, fometimes feeming 
to incline to the one, and fometimes to the other. 
At length Hotfpur being killed by an unknown 
hand, his troops were quite difpirited, and filed 
with great precipitation, leaving almoft one half 
of their comjpanions, killed, Wounded, or prifoners. 
The lofs of the royal army, in killed and wounded, 
was alfo very great. The earl of Worcefler, the 
baron of ' Kinderton, and fir Richard Vernon, 
having been taken, were beheaded two days after 
the battle. The earl of Douglas was alfo taken j 
but was treated with all becoming civility and re« 

The earl of Northumberland, recovered from a 
real or feigned indifpofition, was far advanced on 
his march, with a body of men, to join the confe* 
derates, when he received the melancholy news of 
their defeat, and, of the death of his heroic fon Hot- 
fpur, and of hi^ brother the earl bf Worcefter- 
Quite difpirited by thefe great difafters, he dif- 
banded his little army, and retired to his caftle of 
Warkworth in Northumberland **. 

After Henry had obtained this great viftory, he 
marched northward, and, by prohibiting his troop& 
and fubjefts from plundering thofe who had b^en 
engaged in the late rebellion, and ofifering pardon 
to all who fubmitted to his authority, and took aa 
oath required of them, he quieted the minds of the 
people, and reftored the tranquillity of the coun- 

!• 

43T. Walfing. p. 368, 369. Ottcrboiirae, p. 243, «<4- JJali, 



fol. 2^, 24, 



309. iJuerDOiinie, p. 243, 144. i^iaij, 
Ottabourne, p. 244. T. Walfing- p. 369. 

try, 



Ch. I. § I. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 4i 

try ^^ The earl of Northumberland, encouraged ^- ^- ^^^3- 
by the gentlenefs of thefe meafures, came to York, 
Auguft 1 1 , threw himfelf at the Jdng's feet, aijd 
implored his mercy. Henry, greatly incenfed at 
the earl's late l?ehaviour, which had endangered his 
crown and life, received him with a frown : but 
foon recoilediiig his former fervices, and commi- 
ferating his fallen ftate, he granted him his life ^ 
and, a few months after, he reftored him to his 
honours and eflate, depriving him only of the Ifle 
pf Man, and the government of Berwick, andfome 
other places of ft^ength*^ 

, Though Henry had been fo fortunate as to fup- a o. T404. 
prefs this dangerous rebellion in a little time, he was henry's 
{till furrounded with many enemies, and expofed and ddi- 
.to many dangers. The French were raifing one ^^'**^^*^* 
.army, under the duke of Burgundy, to befiege Ca- 
Jais, and another, under the duke of Orleans, to 
invade Guienne,. while a body of their troops ac- 
tually landed in the Ifle of Wight, and an army of 
3ritons plundered and burnt Plymouth^''. The 
Scots were watching an opportunity to invade the 
north ; Owen Glendour was at the head of a great 
army in Wales ; much difcontent reigned among^ ^ 
his Englifli fubje^s ^ and his exchequer was fo ex- 
liaufted, that he was obliged to difband his army 
for want of pioney '^^ But all thefe clouds were 
4ifpelled by Henry's prudence and good fortune^ 

45 Rym. Foed. t. 8. p. 3ie» six, 322. 
4^T. WalGng. p. 369. Otterbourne, p. 245. 
47 Hiftoirc dc Frajicei par M. VUlar, torn. 1%. p. 404. T. Wal- 
fing. p. J69. 4« Id. ibid. 
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^L^'ifft ^^^ ^^^ difcord and folly of his enemies. The 
violent animofity which reigned between the dukes 
of Burgundy and Orleans difconcerted all the 
fchemes of France ; 0;yen Glendour fpent his time 
chiefly in eftablifhing his authority in Wales, and 
forming an alliance with the French court ; the 
Scots were amufed with negotiations j and the 
Englifh malcontents vented their fpleen in fecret 
murmurs and trifling plots ; while Henry reple- 
niflied his exchequer, by holding two parliaments 
this year, one at Wefl:minfl:er in January, and 
another at Coventry in Oftober, from each of 
which he obtained large fupplies ; and by various 
other means '^^. 

The difcontents of the Engllfli daily increafed ; 

and a dangerous confpiracy was formed in the be- 

•ginning of this year, by Richard Scrope, arch- 

York^&c. bifliop of York, Henry Percy earl of Northum- 
berland, Thomas Mowbray earl marfhal, Thomas 
lord Bardolph, and many others, to dethrone Henry 
and place the crown on the head of the young earl 
of March. When their plot, as they imagined, 
was ripe for execution, the archbifliop publifhed a 
manifcfto, accufing Henry of perjury, murder, 
ufurpation, tyranny, and many other crimes, de- 
claring him excommunicated, promifing the pardon 
of fin and a place in heaven, to all who aflifl:ed in 
dethroning him, and denouncing damnation on all' 
who dared to fupport him ^°. Thi§ manifeflo pro- 

4s> Yillar, torn. 12. p.404. Rym.Fced. torn. 8« p. 356. ^63. 365, 
366, 367, ?68, 369. T. Walfing. p. 369, 370. 
i*>Anglia Sacra, torn, ii p. 36*. 
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ducecf a great effeSt ; and when the archbifliop ^•^- h^s- 
erefted his ftandard at York^ fuch multitudes 
crowded to it, that he foon found himfclf at the 
head of an army of 15,000 men, with which he 
encamped on Shipton-moor, May 9, expefting to 
be foon joiiied by the earl of Northumberland, the 
lord Bardolph, and their followers^'. 

This fudden and formidable infurredion made a Rebellion 
mighty noife. Henry, who was then at London, cd^'^*^^ ' 
colleded all the forces he could, and marched 
northward : his third fon, John of Lancafter, and 
Ralph Nevil earl of Weftmoreland, raifed a little 
arrtiy in great hafte, with which they approached 
the infurgents. But the earl finding them much 
ftronger than he expefted, had recourfe to art, and 
employed a ftratagem, which had its full effect. 
He fent a meffenger to the archbi/hop and the earl 
marfhal, demanding the reafon of their appearing 
in arms, and wifhing to know their complaints and 
their defires, that, if they were reafonable, they 
might be granted, and the effufion of blood pr^ 
vented. The archbifhop and earl fent him a fche- 
dule of their demands, which were probably much 
lower than thofe in the late manifefto. Whatever 
they were, Weftmoreland pretended to be pleafed 
with them, and requefted that a conference might 
be held by an equal number of the chiefs of both 
parties in the nfiiddle between the two armies. The 
earl marihal difcovered a rduftance to comply 
with this requeft, fufpedUng that fome treachery 
yras intended ; but at length yielded to the earneft 

5} Walling, p. 373. Otterboume^ p. 45 r. 
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A^Mr4«5. intrcatieS of the archbilhop. At the tonference^ 
Weftmoitland aScd his part with fuch dexterity, 
that he banilhed all fufpicion from the mind$ of 
the confederated chiefs; he approved, with the 
greateft feetnihg fincerity, of the feveral articles of 

the treaty, and folemnly fwore to procure the king's 
ratification of it. When jthis important bufmefs 
was concluded, he called for wine, and propofed, 
that the chiefs of thfe oppofite parties fliould em- 
brace and drink together, in fight of both armies^ 
to convince them, that a perfedt reconciliation had 
taken place. When they were drfaiking the earl 
fuggefted to the prelate, that it was no longer ne-e 
ceflary to keep their armies together, and that 
therefore each of them Ihould fend a meflenger tq 
his Iroop^, to acquaint them that a peace was made, 
and to give them leave to depart immediately to 
their own homes. The archbilhop, who was as 
credulous as he was fincere, fent the meffage pro- 
pofed, which was obeyed : the earl fent a fimilar 
meffage, but by one who underftood his meaning } 
and it was not delivered. When Weftmoreland 
obferved the infurgents difperfing, and in confufion, 
he threw off the mafk, and made the archbifhop, 
*the earl marlhal, and all their friends, who had 
come with them to the conference, prifoners, by a 
party of his own men, who came up at that mo- 
"ment for that purpofe. As foon as this news 
reached the remains of the confederate army, every 
one confulted his own fafety, and Bed with the 
greateft precipitation ^** 

s* This fingular traniadtion feems to be Otic of tht beft fubjeds for 
tragedy m the Eoglifli hiftory. 

The 
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The noble prifoners, wlio had been thus artfully ^•^- '^^• 
cnfnared, were conduced, firft to Pomfrct, where 
the lung arrived with his army*, . June 3, and then 
to Yorfc, where fir William F^ltborp, who was" 
conftituted Aiief luftice of the king's-bendh for that 
purpofe, pronounced a fentence of death -on the 
archbiihop, June 8, and he was beheaded the fame ^ 
day, with many circumftances of mean and wanton 
crut?lty, which he bore with the greateft patience 
and compofure '^ The earl marihal and the other 
prifondrs Shared the fame fate ^\ 

Henry, having punifhed the people of York for The notHi 
their attachment to their late archbifhop, by de- 
priving their city of all its privileges, marched, at 
the head of 37,000 men, in purfuit of the earl of 
Northumberland, the lord Bardolph, and otheir 
infurgents of the north ". At Durham he com- 
manded the lord Haftings, the lord Fauconbridge, 
fir John Colvil^ of the Deal, and fir John Griffith, 
who had been in the infurreftion at York, to be 
beheaded '^, The earl of Northumberland, lord 
Bardolph, and their followers, imable to make head 
againft fo great a force, took flielter in Berwick, 
and not thinking themfelves fafe there, they de- 
livered the town to the Scots, and put a gamfdn 
of their own people into the cattle, and fled info 
Scotland to the lord Fleming, by whom they 
were kindly received and entertained ". The Scots, 
pot thinking the town of Berwick tenable, fet it on 

P T. Waiting, p. 373* ^ Anglia Sacra, p» 170- 

« T. Walfing. p. 374- ^ Hall, f. 25. 

f Otterbouroe, p. i,^^^ 357. 
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A. D. 1405. gr^^ and marched home. The garrifon in the 
caftle attempted to defend themfelves ; but one of 
the towers being demolilhed by the fliot of a great 
cannon, they were obliged to furrender at difcre- 
tion ; and the governor (fon to the lord of Grey- 
ftock) and all the chief men were beheaded *\ In 
his return fouthward the king reduced the caftles 
of Alnwick and Warkworth, without much difficult 
ty. When he arrived at Pomfret, Auguft 10, he 
made a. grant of feveral great eftates of the earl of 
Northumberland, the lord Bardolph, and the late 
earl marfhal, to his own queen ^'. 

TVanfac- Henry had fent his eldeft fon, the prince of Wales, 

Wales !* ^ ^^^ fp^^^g of ^^s year, before the troubles in the 
jiorth broke out, with afmall army, againft Owen 
Glendour ; and that heroic prince defeated a much 
fuperior army of the Wellh, March 11, near 
Grofmont in Monmouthfliire *^''. But a French 
fleet of 140 fail arrived at Milford-haven, and landed 
an army of i ?,ooo men, which made affairs in 
Wales take a different turn. Glendour, with the 
affiftance of his French allies, befieged and took 
Cairmarden, which made Henry haften his return 
from the north ^\ When he arrived at Hereford 
with his army, September 4, he iffued a proclama- 
tion, reprefenting that the kingdom was expofed 
to great danger by the junftion of the French and- 
Welfh— that his treafures were exhaufted by his 
expedition into the north — that the tenths and fif. 
tenths granted by parliament could not be levied 

* Otterbourwc, p. 2^6, is?- ^^ Rym. Feed. torn. 2. p. 408. 

*<^ Id ibid, p. 590. *' T. Walfipg. p. 374- Otttrbourne, p. 25^. 
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till Martinmas— that he ftood in need of a great A- d. 1405- 
fum of money immediately, to enable him to tnarch 
into Wales ; and commanding the fherifFs to call 
before them the richcft men in their feveral coun- 
ties, and prevail upon them to advance money * 

on the credit of the tenths and fifteenths ^^. Re- 
tarded by this want of money and other obftacles, 
he did not enter Wales till about the middle of 
Odober ; and the feafon proving uncommonly 
rainy, the roads impraSicable, and provifionis 
fcarce, he was obliged to return, without effefting 
any thing, having loft fifty waggons, containing the 
moft valuable part of his baggage ^K About the 
fame time Glendour*s French auxiliaries returned 
into their own country. Before Henry fet out on 
his expedition into Wales, he granted the Ifle of 
Man to fir William Stanley, in whofe pofterity it 
ftill, in fome refpefts, remains*^*. 

Though the earl of Northumberland, and his a.d. T40S. 
friend the lord Bardolph, had been obliged to fly berland"** 
into Scotland, Henry ftill dreaded their influence ^"5^ ^' 
and refentment, and ardently defired to have their imow^ics. 
perfons in his pofleflion. With this view he' pro- 
pofed to feveral noblemen of- Scotland, who had 
been his prifoners ever fince the battles of Homil^^ 
don and Shrewft}ury, to grant them their liberty, if 
they would prevail upon their friends to feize and 
deliver up the two Englifli exiles. Thefe noble- 
men, weary of their long confinement, entered into 
his views, and communicated them to their friends, 
who undertook to accomplifli what they defired. 

^aRym. F«id. torn. S. p. 41a. •J0ttcybounic,.p.»i5l. 

^Rym. F«d. t. 9. p.'4»»» 
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A. D. i4o<- But this dcfign having reached the ears of the lord 
Fleming, he imparted it to his noble guefts, who 
made their efcape ifito Wales, and joined Gka- 
dour, with whom they ha4 kepi up a conllant cor-^ 
Tefpondence**. 

Though all the fchemes that had been formed 
for dethroning Henry had mifcarried, the natioA 
was ftill full of malcontents, w:ho earneftly wiihe4 
his fall. Reports were propagated from time to 
time that king Richard was alive in Scotland, and 
would foon return to reclaim' his crown ; and thefc 
reports, however improbable, were believed by 
many **. The remonftrances of .parliament con- 
tained . bitter complaints of his exadions and mif- 
government. Sir John Tibetot, fpeaker of the 
houfe of commons, in a fpeech addrefled to the 
throne, faid — that the kingdom was im'poverifhed 
by exceflive impofitions, and nothing done for its 
benefit'*— that ninety-fix towns and caftles were loll: 
in Guienne, and the reft in danger — that Ireland 
was almoft loft, though much money had bee^i 
given for its defence— that the marches towards 
Scotland were in a bad condition — the rebellion in 

Wales ftill continued — the fea was ill guarded, and 
the merchants ruined-^the expences of the houfe* 
hold were exceflive, and the court filled with a fet 
of worthlefs rafcals *'. Henry heard thefe angry 
Speeches with perfeft compofure, and purfued his 
own meafures : he had even the art to procure a 
large fupply firom that very parlkment. 

•5 T. Walfing. p. 3 75. |tt Ottcrboumet, p. t6x. 

•7 Farliament» HHt, A. P. 140$. 
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The war agaifift Glendour was this year con- a.d. 1406. 
du£led by the prince of Wales, with fpirit, but war in 
with no great fuccefs. He compelled the garrifon in Waic«. 
the ftrong caftIe'"of Aberyftwith to agree to fur- 
render it againft a certain day ; but before that day . - 
arrived, Glendour turned out that garrifon, and put 
another in its place ^% 

To the calan^ities of inteftine war, which had A.D.1407. 
difquieted England, for feveral years, the miferies of ' . 
a deftruftive peftilence were now added. This 
plague raged with great violence in London, where 
it carried oflF 30^000 perfons ; and with greater 
violence in the country, where it extirpated whole 
- femilies and left many houfes empty ^^i 

As the plague was moft dcftruftive in and near rj.^^ jj.;„- 
London, the kin^ and court removed from thencis ^^^^^ ^- 

ken DV wt^ 

and refided fome part of the fummer at the caftle ratci. 
of Leeds in Kent. Defiring to be at a greater 
diftance from the capital, the king took {hipping 
it Queenborougb in the Ifle of SheJ)pey, efcorted 
by a fmall fquadron, commanded by Thomas Lord 
Camois. This little fquadron was attacked at the 
• mouth of the Ths^es by a fleet of French piirates^ ' 
who took four of the ihips, containing feveral per- 
fons of rank, atid much valuable furniture ; and' 
the king efcaped with great difficulty, by the fwift 
failing of his ihip. The Lord Camois was tried 
by hi« peers in Weftminfter-hall, for treachery or 
cowardiee, and honourably acquitted '*. 



*'*Ottcrbourne, p. a6i. 
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^|^2j[^- The implacable animofity which had long reigned 
Muvder of between the dukes of Orleans and Burgundy, and 
ofOricans. which alone had prevented the lofs of all the poffeC- 
fions of the Englifli in France, came to a crifis this 
year, and terminated in the murder of the former, 
in . the ftreets of Paris, by affaflins hired and infti* 
gated by the latter, who vowed and vindicated the 
atrocious deed ''. This threw the kingdom of 
France into the moft deplorable diforders, which 
continued many years, and brought it to the brink 
of ruin. 

A D. TAGS. "^^^ ^^^^ °^ Northumberland and lord Bardolphj 
Battle of perceiving the affairs of Glendour on the decline, 
liiun-moor. 2ind having received fome encouraging intelligence 
from the north, left Wales, and returned into 
Scotland, were they had many friends who pitied 
their misfortunes. Here they collefted a little 
army with which they entered England and ret 
covered fome of the earPs caftles in Northumber* 
land. Encouraged by this fuccefs, and by a fccrct 
c.orrefpondence (as it is faid) with fir Thomas 
Rokeby, (heriff of Yorkfhire, they advanced into 
that county with a few attendants, in hopes that 
the whole country would join them. When they 
reached Thirfk, they fet up their ftandard, and 
publilhed a manifefto enumerating Henry's crimes, 
and calling upon all who loved their country to 
come and afSft them in dethroning the murderer of 
his fbvereign and ufurper of the crown. Being 
joined by feveral gentlemen and their followers^ 
they marched forward, and pafled the Wherfe at 

7< Villar. Hiftoire de France, torn. is> p. 4799 &c. 
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Wetherby. If fir Thomas Rokeby ever corre- ad. 1408- 

fponded with the two lords, it muft have been only 

with an intention to enfnare them. For he had 

aow collefted a confiderable army, with which he 

attended all their motions, and brought them to an 

a^on, February 19, on Bramham-moor near 

Hafelwood, in which the earl of Northumberland 

was killed, and the lord Bardolph mortally wounded, 

and died a few days after '*• The bodies of thefe 

two noblemen were difmember<rd, and their heads 

and limbs fet up at London and other places ^^ 

Henry was on his march northward, when he J^^"^^* ^ 
received the agreeable news of the viftory at Bram- the north, 
ham -moor, and the fall of his two moft dangerous 
enemies. He arrived at Pomfret April 8, and 
refided there about a month, engaged in trying 
and punifhing fome of the unhappy perfons who 
had been engaged in the late infurredkion, and in 
coUedting money, by compounding with others for 
their delinquency. Amongft thofe who were ca- 
pitally puniflied, was the abbot of Hayles, becaufe 
he had been taken in arms '^^. ' Having, by a 
prudent mixture of mercy and feverity, reduced 
the northern and mod difaffefted parts of the king- 
dom to fubmiffion, he returned to London. 

The fuppreidion of fo many rebellions, with the A.D.i^^^. 
ruin of thdfe who had been concerned in them, at Rcduftlon 
length difpirited Henry's enemies, and difpofed wdfli. 
them to fubmit to a government which they could 
not ^overturn. Glendour indeed was ftill imfubdued j 

7< Otterbourne, p. a$i, 262. T. Walfing. p. 377. 
7> Id. ibid. 74 Otterbbumc p. a'3* 
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^^^I^J^f but he was fo much weakened by the deftruftioa 
of his confederates and the defedion of his followers^ 
that he was no longer to be dreaded. In the fummer 
of this year, he made a laft effort, by fending the 
greatefl: part of his followers, under the command^ 
of two of his braveft partizans, Rees Ap Du and 
Philpot Scudamorfe, to ravage Shropfhire. This 
they executed with great ferocity ; but they were at 
lait defeated, many of them killed, their two leaders 
taken^ conduded to London, and there executed* 
The Wclfh now defpairing of being able to main^ 
tain their independency, abandoned their new 
prince, and quietly fubmittedto theEnglilh govern- 
ment. Glendour fkulked about the country feveral 
years under feveral difguifes, and at length died 
at his daughter's houfe, at Monington ii)i Hereford- 
(hire, September 20, A. D, 1415. 

England and Wales being now reduced to a ftate 
of perfedt fubmiffion and tranquillity, Henry had 
leifure to turn his attention to his foreign domi- 
nions, which he had hitherto been obliged, in a 
great meafure, to negleft. Fortunately for him, 
the diftraftions of the French, which had been even 
greater than thofe of the Englifli, had prevented 
them from taking advantage of this negleft. The 
divifions and party rage of the French were greatly 
inflamed by the murder of the duke of Orleans j 
and at length broke out into a cruel and bloody 
icivil war, between the duke of Burgundy and his 
party on one fide, and the young duke of Orleans^ 
his father- in law, the earl of Armagnac, and their 
partizans, on the other. Though a truce then 

•' fubfifted 
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fubfifted between England and France, both parties A.D.1410, 
eameftly folicited Henry's friendfliip and aififtance ; A.D. 14 13- 
and he fent the earl of Arundel, with 800 men at 
arms, and 1 000 archers, to the duke of Burgundy, 
who, with the aid of thefe fuccours, got poffeffion 
of Paris, A, D. 1411 ^^ The Armagnacs (as they 
were called), dreading the confequenoes of this 
connexion between their enemies and the king of 
England, entered into a negotiation with Henry, 
offering him the reftitution of all that he. had loft 
in Guienne, and other advantages, for his aflift- 
ance ^*. Tempted by thefe oflfers, or perhaps with 
a view to prolong the civil war, he concluded a 
treaty with that party. May 18, A. D. 1412, and 
engaged to fend them an aid of 1000 men at arms, 
aind 3000 archers". Henry feems to have had - 
fome intention to conduft and command thefe 
troops in perfon ; but being prevented by ficknefs, 
or fome other caufe, he appointed his fecond fon, 
Thomas of Lancafter, now created duke of Cla- 
rence, their general^*. In the mean time, the 
J^ng of France, the unhappy Charles VI. having re- ' 
covered from one of thofe fits of frenzy with which 
he was frequently feized, was fo much enraged at 
the Armagnacs, for their defign of introducing fo 
great a body of Englifh troops into the kingdom, 
that he joined the duke of Burgundy, and befieged 
the duke of Berry, one of the chiefs of that party, 
in Bourges. While the aifailants pufhed the fiege 
with great vigour, and the befieged defended 
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A.D.T4T0, themfelves with great valour, they both fuffered 
A.D.i4«3. extremely by the fword, famine, and difeafes; at 
the fame time, they were both anxious about the 
Englifli, the one dreading that they would arrive 
too foon, and the other that they would arrive too 
late. Thefc circumftances firfl: gave rife to wifties, 
and then to propofals, of peace ; of which both 
parties being equally defirous, it was foon con- 
cluded. By one article of this treaty, both parties 
renounced all their alliances and connexions with 
the Englifh '\ 

About the time this treaty was concluded, the 
duke of Clarence, with a confiderable army, landed 
at La Hogue in Normandy, to the afliftance of 
the Armagnacs. For fome .days the Englifh army 
behaved in a quiet and orderly manner ; but when 
they heard of the pacification of Bourges, they 
gave loofe reins to their fury, and fpread ruin and 
defolation wherever they appeared. After they 
had done much mifchief and collected much booty, 
they were prevailed upon to defift from hoftilities, 
and retire into Guienne, by a promife of 320,000 
crowns; for the payment of which the duke of 
Orleans gave his brother and fome other noblemen 
hoftages ''". 

This was the laft important tranfaftion in the 
reign of Henry IV. Though that prince was ftill 
in the prime of life, he had for fome time been in a 
precarious ftate of health, afflifted with frequent 
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79 Hiftoirc dc la France, par VHlar, t. 13. p. aia, 213. 
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fits, which deprived him of all fenfation, and ^ DuiM. 
feemed to threaten him wiih immediate death. He 
was feized with one of thefe fits as he was at his 
devotion in St. Edward's chapel, Weftminfter; 
and being carried into the abbot's lodgings, he 
there expired, March 20, A. D. 141 3, in the 
forty-fixth year of his age, arid the fourteenth of 
his reign '\ 

Few princes ever fat more uncafy on a throne His un-^ 
than Henry IV. In the firft eight years of his ^*pp^°'®^ 
reign he was harafled with almoft inceflant plots 
and infurreftions ; and though he . enjoyed more 
external tranquillity in the latter part of it, he was 
not more happy, poffefEng neither health of body 
nor peace of mind. The great qualities of his 
eldeft fon, which ought to have given him joy, 
filled him with jealoufy and fufpicion; and the 
frolicfome, diforderly conduft of that prince, when 
he was excluded . from bufinefs, gave him no left 
ve;jtatidn. He was much difquieted with remorfe 
for thofe crimes which paved his way to the throne ; 
nor was he without other caufes of chagrin. In a 
word, few of his fubjefts had reafon to envy the 
happinefs of their fovereign. 

Henry IV. was, in ftature, a little below the wsQhi^ 
middle fize, but robuft and well made. He ex- "*^"'* 
celled in all the martial and manly exercifes of his 
times ; and his courage was ^t once calm and un- 
daunted. ^ His head was better than his heart j his 
fchemes being formed with prudence, and generally 

?* T* Walfinjj. p. 3«a. Otterbournc, p. J171, a;*. 
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^ ^^^^ fuccefsful, but not always innocent, and feldom 
generous. As jealous as he was fond of power, ht 
ftuck at nothing to obtain and keep it ; and was 
not very prone to pardon thofe who attempted to 
deprive him of it. From policy more than prin-^ 
ciple, he protefted the church and perfecuted 
heretics. Ambition was his ruling paflion; and 
thai, impelled by a violeilt gale of popular favour; 
hurried him into a throne, which involved him in 
many crimes and cares, and his country in many 
calamities. He would have been both a better 
and a happier' man, if he had never been a king« 
Henry, by his firft wife, Mary de Bohun, one of 
the co-heireffes of Humphry de Bohun, earl of Here- 
ford, had four fons and two daughters, viz. Henry, 
who fucceeded him in the throne, Thomas, duke 
of Clarence, John, duke of Bedford, Humphry, 
duke of Gloucefter, Blanche, duchefs of Bavaria, 
and Philippa, queen of Denmark. By his fecond 
wife, Jane, duchefs of Brittany, he had no iffue. 

SECTION IL 

From the accejfton of Henry V. A. D. 1413, to the 
accejfion of Henry VI. A. D. 1422. 

Henry V, T TENRY V. was proclaimed,, at London, 

Clowned. JlI March 21, and crowned at Weftminfter, 

ApriLg, A. D. 141 3 ; and whatever objeftions 

might have been made to his title, no prince ever 

mounted a throne^ more peaceably, and few with 

greater 
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greater i^>plaufc'. His, father Henry IV. had a. 0.1413. 
Ipft.all his popularity long before his death, which 
Bpiade the news of that eVent, and of his fan's fuc- 
G.eflion, to be received with joy. 

The joy of the people of England o^ this occafion His youth- 
would have been more complete, if they had not 
entertained fome fufpicions concerning the charac- 
ter of theif new king. That prince, in a very early 
period of life, had given proofs that he was poffeffed 
of a good underftanding, great courage, aftivity, 
generofity, and other virtues, which made him the 
obje6l of the people's love and of his father's 
jealoufy ; but for four or five years before, his ac- 
ceffiofi having no opportunity of exercifing his 
military talents in the field, and being quite 
excluded from the cabinet, his vivacity, and 
other youthful paffions, betrayed him into a dif- 
ordjerly courfe of life. Many of his irregularities 
were the mere effefts^of wit and gaiety of heart, and 
occafioned only laughter j but fome of them wore 
a more unfavourable afpeft, being direfl: violations 
of th^ law, and infults on its moft refpeftable 
miniflers. For diforders of this nature, it is faid, 
he was twice put under confinement, firft by fir W. 
' Gafcoigne, chief juftice of England, and afterwards . 
by John Homfby, mayor of Coventry. But even 
thefe lafl were the effeds of wantonnefs rather than 
of majice j and he fubmitted to the correftion 
which they brought upon him in a manner which 
did him honour *. 

» Ryra.Foed. torn. 9. p. i.; T. Walfing. p. it%» 
* Thom. de Elmham, Vita Henrid V, Ozon. A. D. 1727, p. 1% ; 
Hall» f. I. ; Append, ad Forduni Scotichron, p. 1444. 
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The fears of the people of England concerning 
HiT^'^^^ the charaftcr of their king were foon difpelled. 
iScu The moment Henry V. afcended the throne, he 
became (to ufe the words of the contemporary 
hiftorians) a new man. Determined to change 
his courfe of life, he difmiffed the licentious coiri- 
panions of his former riots, with marks of hi« 
bounty, but with ftrift commands never to ap- 
proach his perfon, till they had given fufficient evi- 
dence of their amendment ^ He fought out, 
honoured, and employed men of virtue and abili- 
ties ; and none met with fo favourable a reception 
from him as the chief juftice, who had committed 
him to prifon, and others who had offended him, 
by the faithful difcharge of their duty, in his father's 
reign. Remembering the kindnefs with which he 
had been treated by the unhappy Richard II. in 
whofe court he had been educated^ he removed the 
body of that prince, with great funeral pomp, from' 
Langley to Weftminfter *. The earl of March, 
who had been kept in a kind of confinement dur- 
ing the late reigii, was let at liberty, and treated 
with an unfufpicious franknefs, which effeftually, 
gained bis heart. Commiferating the fallen for- 
tunes of the noble family of Northumberland, which 
had long been the bulwark of the northern borders, 
he procured the deliverance of the young heir of 
that fam'ly from his captivity in Scotland, and re- 
flored him to the eftates aiid honours of his ati- 

ceftors \. In a word, Henry V, on his accefSon 

t. ....•.•. .... ■ - 

3 T. W^alfmg. p. 3S2. Hall, f. i. Hen. V. 

4 Id. f. a. Stow, p. 345. ' 5 Holingflicd, p. 545. 
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to the throne, difplayed all the virtues of a great a'".t413. 
and good king, except that of refpeftmg the rights 
of confcience in matters of religion ; which was not 
believed to be a virtue in the age in which he 
flouriflied. 

The cruel intolerant fpirit of the church of Condcniii' 
Rome, to which all the Chriftian world was then. VordVolv 
enflaved, excited the firft difturbances in this reign.. *^*°** 
The difciples of WicklifF, who were called Lol- 
lards^ had been cruelly perfecuted, but ftill in- 
creafed ; an4 were now become fo formidable, that 
they threatened the clergy with a diminution of 
their power and opulence. To prevent this, Arundel 
archbifliop of Canterbury, determined to crufh that 
dreaded and detefted feft, by inflifting capital 
punifliments on its moft confiderable members. 
With this view he obtained permiflion from the 
king to profecute fir John Oldcaftle, lord Cobham, 
for herefy ; who being apprehended and tried, was 
fweetly and modeftly (words ufed in the record), 
condemned, Oftober lo, by the archbifliop, to be: 
burnt alive ; and delivered to the fecular arm for 
that purpofe ^ But he had the good fortune to 
make his efcape out of the Tower before the day 
.appointed for his execution, and fled into Wales, 
where he concealed himfelf more than four 
years ^ 

It is highly probable that lord Cobham was a,D. r4i4. 
much exafperated againfl; the clergy for having <.ommo- 
dobmed him to fuch a painful death, and that he Cobbprn*^ 
was not a tittle difpleafed with the king (whofc fe- t^M. 

• Rym. Feed. torn. 9. p.6i— (S'6. i Bait, fol. 43. 
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A.£>.T4i4* vour he had merited by his fervices) for having^^ 
^'^^^^^'^^ abandoned him to the will, of his enemies j but it 
may be juftly doubted, whether he carried his re- 
fentment fo far as to form the criminal and cruel 
fchemes imputed to him by the^ clergy, and be- 
^ lieved by the king. Thefe fchemes are faid to have 

been, to furprife the king at Eltham, where he 
kept his Chriftmas, and to put him, his three 
brothers, and all the principal clergy of the king- 
dom, to death •. All we know with certainty is, 
that a confiderable number of Lollards affembled 
in St. Giles's fields, in the night of January 6, 
A. D. 1414; that they were there furprifed by 
' the king, who had received intelligence of their 
meeting ; that fome of them were taken and exe- 
cuted ; and that a proclamation was fflued, Janu- 
ary 9, promifing a reward of 1000 marks to any 
one who fhould apprehend fir John Oldcaftle^ lord 
Cobham '. In that proclamation, the procurement 
of the affembly in St. Giles's • fields, and the in- 
tention of killing the king, are imputed to lord 
Cobham ; but with what jufUce it is impoffible to 
determine. It is not known whether he was in that 
affembly or not: if he was in it, he made his 
efcape ; for he was not apprehended till about four 
years after, when he was hanged as a traitor, and 
afterwards burnt as a heretic '°. 
Henry France was at this time a fcene of the moft 

dMK deplorable diforder. The unhappy Charles VI. 
the crown feldom enjoying- fo much reafon as to be fit for 

of France. „ j j o 

« Elmham, p. 30. Tit. Livii, p. 6, 7. T. Walfing. p. 385, 3S6. 
» Id. ibid. Rym. Feed. t. 9. p. 89. 
>° Walfing.Tpod. Ntuft. p. 591. 
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government, the. kingdom was tbm in pieces, by .A;^?^*'^. 
the two furious fadions of Burgundy and Orleans ; 
private wars were carried on between the nobility 
of the different parties in every province ; towns 
were taken and reduced to aflies ; the open country 
defolated by fire and fword ; and the one half of 
the nation feemed determined to exterminate the 
t>ther ". Thefe circumftances,* it is probable, en- 
couraged Henry V. to think of claiming the crown 
of France, and attempting the conqueft of that 
kingdom. 

This claim, it muft be confeffed, was not very That . 
well founded on any fuppofitioh. If the French ^*jj" "^ 
dodrine of fucceffion prevailed, viz. That a female founded, 
could neither inherit the crown of France, nor 

» » * 

tranifmit a title to it to her male pofterity, Henry 
had no fhadow of right ; if the Englifli doftrine 
advanced by Edward III. prevailed, viz. That 
though a female could not inherit the crown of 
France ihe could tranfmit a title to it to her male 
pofterity ; ftill Henry had no right, becaufe this 
kind of right was evidently in the earl of March, 
tranfmitted from queen Ifabella to her fon Ed- 
ward III. and from him to the earl of ^arch, by 
Philippa, only child of Lionel duke of Clarence, 
the elder brother of John duke of Lancafter, from 
whom Henry derived all his rights. But the princes 
of the houfe of Lancafter, when they had ufurped 
the throne of England from the family ef March, 
feem to have confidered that family as extind, and 

«» Hiftoire dc France, par VilUr, torn. 13. p. i99r-536' 

all 
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A.^ T4T4, a]l its rights transferred to them ; and it may be 
obferved in general, that ambitious princes are not 
the moft fcrupulous cafuifts when a crown is in 
queftion^ and feems to be within their reach. 

Prepira. Though Henry had certainly formed the defign 
of invading France foon after his acceffion, he art-, 
fully concealed tliat defign as long as poflible from 
thofe he intended to invade. With this view he 
fought the princefs, Katharine, the youngefl daughter 
of the king of France, in marriage, with great 
feeming earneftnefs, and carried on conftant nego- 
tiations for a long truce or a perpetual peace. But 
he took effe£lual care that thefe negotiations fbould. 
not fucceed, by rifing in his demands as the 
French advanced in their conceflions '*. In the 
mean time he was eagerly engaged in making pre- 
parations of all kinds for his intended expedition ''. 
A parliament, which met this year, granted him 
two tenths and two fifteenths, befides the lands of 
all the alien priories in England, to the number of 
no, and he received a valuable .free gift from 
the clergy '\ He borrowed from all who could 
be prevailed upon to lend, pawning his jewels, and 
even his crown, to procure mpn^y *^ With much 
diligence he collefted troops, arms, proyifions, 
fliips, and every thing neceffary '*'. 

■» Rym. Focd. torn. 9. p. t% — 261. 

M Id. ib'd. p. 161. Elmham, ch. 15. p» 29. T. Livli, p. 6, 
T. Walfing. p. 387. 

*♦ Parliament Hift. vol. a. p- 137> &c. 

»5 Rym. Feed. torn. 9. p. 157. 163.' 171. «84, 2S5, a?6. 

»* Id- ibid. p. 149 — *8g. Elmham, c. j8. p. 34, 35, 36. 
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When all things were ready, at Southampton, a. a 1415. 
July 128, Henry threw off the mafk, by rejecting cohfpira- 
all the offers of the French ambaffadors, and ^y. 
putting an end to negotiation. While the troops 
were embarking, a furprizing difcovery was made of 
a confpiracy againft the king, by fome of his neareft 
relations and greateft favourites; particularly 
Richard earl of Cambridge, fon to the duke of 
York, Henry lord Scrope of Mafham, treafuref 
and chief confident of his royal matter, and fir 
Thomas Grey of Heton in Northumberland. The 
defign of the confpiraldrs, according to the confef- 
fion of the earl of Cambridge, was to carry the earl 
of March, whpfe fitter he had married, into Wales, 
and there proclaim him king, in hopes that the 
people of thofe parts would join his ftandard and 
fupport his caufe '^ The three chief confpirators 
were tried in a very fummary manner, condemned, 
s^nd executed. The earl of March, to whom the 
projcft had been communiofted, and who probably 
xcvealed it to the king, was pardoned '*. 

Henry, having appointed his brother John duke Sfegc of 
of Bedford regent of England, failed from South- 
ampton, 13th Auguft, with a gallant army of 
6000 men at arms, and 24,000 archers, and ar- 
rived next day oh the coaft of France, about nine 
miles from Harfleur, which he foon after invetted. 
After a fiege of about five weeks, that town fur- 
rendered, September 22, upon the following hard 

'7 Rym. Feed. toni. 9. p. 500. » 

»' Bd. ibid. p. 30J. Efmham, p. 36. Walling, p. 389. Tit 
J-ivii, p. 8, 
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A. D. 1415. copdidojis. That thirty perfons, to be named by 
Henry, fliould be delivered to him, to be treated 
as he pleafed ; and that the reft of the garrifon and 
inhabitants ihould march out, and go where they 
pleafed, leaving all their goods behind them to en- 
rich the conquerors "'• 
Henry re- Though this was a valuable, it was not a cheap 
return to conqueft ; for the uncommon heat of the weather, 
England, the great fatigues of the fiege, the uncautious eat- 
ing of fruit, and other caufes^ produced an epide- 
, mic dyfentery in the Englilh army, of which feveral 
perfons of rank, and about 2000 of the common 
foldiers, died ; and far greater numbers were ren- 
dered incapable of fervice '''. This circumftance, 
. and the advanced feafon of the year, made it im- 
proper to engage in any other military enterprife. 
Henry, therefore, repaired the fortifications of Har- 
fleur, invited many Englifli families to fettle in it, 
by granting them the houfes of the former inhabit* 
ants, and furnifhed it with a garrifon of 2000 men, 
under the command of his uncle, the earl of Dor- 
fet, as governor, and of fir John Faflolf, as lieute- 
nant-governor ; and then began to think of con- 
ducing the remainder of his troops back again to- 
England. But the manner of accomplifhing this, 
was a queftion of no little difficulty ; to determine 
which, the king called a council of all the great men 
of his army. The duke of Clarence, the king^s 
eldeft brother, propofed to embark the army at 
Harfleur, and fail dire£lly from thence into Eng« 

'* Tit. Livii^ p. zi. Elmham, p. 47* 4S« '* £lmbam» p. 44. 
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fend. But the king, thinking that would have the ^^]^;^- 
appearance of. fear, and of fhunnmg an engage- 
ment, declared boldly for marching by land to 
Calais; and that refolution was adopted". The 
duke of Clarence, the earls of March, Arundel, 
Marfhall, and many others who were indifpofed;^ 
took thejjr paffage direftly from Harfleur, which ftill 
further diminiflied the af my ". 

The landing of fo powerful an enemy as the state of 
king of England upon their coafts, did hot extin- 
guifli the flames of feftion among the French ; for 
while that prince was befieging Harfleur, they were 
debating in council, whether they fliould intruft the 
protedion of the kingdom to the duke of Burgundy ' 
or the duke of Orleans, believing that it was im- 
poflible for thefe two princes to co-operate. This 
queftion was at length determined in favour of the 
duke of Orleans and his party ; which furniflied his 
rival with a pretence for ading that part which he 
afterwards afted, and which brought fo many cala- 
mities upon his country, and deftruftion upon him- 
felf*'. So flow were the preparations of the Frenqh, * 
that when the fiege of Harfleur had^continued five 
weeks, and the Englifli army was fo much weakened, 
they had not a fufBcient number of troops to at- 
tempt the relief of that place **. The furrender of 
Harfleur feems to have roufed them ; for in about 
fourteen days after, they had coUeded an army of 
100,000 men to intercept the Englifli army in its 
march to Calais *'. . 

«« Tit. Livii, p. i». £lmham» c.4«. p. 49. »» Wdfing< p. 391. 

»J Hiiloire tie France, par ViUar, torn. 13. p. 350. 

H Id. ibid. p. 346. ^ Rym. Feed. torn. 9. p. 314. 
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\^^;:^!^' It h hardly poflible to imagine any fituation more 
Dange- dangerous than that of Henry V. and his army, at 

tion* ^f Si ' ^^^^ ^"^^' That army was now reduced to 1 0,000 
Engiiih men, of whom not a few were fick, or flowly re- 
*^"*^* covering from ficknefs ; — ^they had to traverfe a 
long traft of country, inhabited by exafperated 
enemies, from whom they were to procure provi- 
fions, lodgings, guides, intelligence, and every 
thing they wanted ; — that country was defended by 
many ftrong towns, interfefted by deep rivers, and 
guarded by an army of 100,000, or (according to 
fome contemporary writers) 140,000 men*\ 
^^^r JHenry, undaunted by all thefe dangers and diffi- 

from Har- culties, departed from Harfleur, marching his army 
Agin-^^ in three lines, with bodies of cavalry on the wings. 
«ourt. He proceeded by. very eafy journies, that he might 
not fatigue his troops, or difcourage them by the 
appearance of a flight j obferving the ftrifteft dif- 
ciplinc, and paying generoufly for every thing he 
received; which induced the country-people to 
bring provifions to his camp, in fpite of all the com- 
mands they had received to the contrary. To 
keep his men in fpirits, and from repining, the 
king fared as ill as the meaneft foldier, always ap- 
pearing with a cheerful countenance, and addrefSng 
them in the moft friendly and encouraging language. 
When the Englifli army reached the banks of the 
river Somme at Blapquitake, where Edward IIL 
had pafled before the battle of Crefly, and where 
they defigned to pafs, to their great mortification, 
they found the ford was rendered impracticable, by 

f T. Walfing, i>. 391. 
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iharp flakes driven into the bottom; and faw -a ^-J^-i^'s- 
great army on the other fide, ready to oppofe their 
paffage. . This obliged them to march up the banks 
of that river, in queft of a place to pafs it j which , 
they fortunately found near Bethencourt, where 
the whole army got over, Oftober 19, without op- 
pofition. Proceeding on their march, they arrived 
at the village of Agincourt, in the county of St. 
Pol, on the evening of Oftobcr 24, and there be- 
held the whole French army, at a fmall diftance, 
direftly in their route ^\ The king took an atten- 
tive view of it from an eminence, and was fully 
convinced, that it was impoffible to proceed any 
further on his way to Calais, without a battle, and 
equally impoffible to return to Harfleur with fo 
great an army in his rear. He therefore refolved 
to hazard an aftion next morning, as the only 
means of prefcrving himfelf and his little army from 
deftruftibn *'. Some French writers indeed fay, 
tha^ he made an offer to give up his conqueft of 
Harfleur, and to repair all the damages he had done 
fof^a free paffage to Calais *'. But this is neither 
agiteable to the charadter of his courage nor his 
prudence ; as fuch an offer would have difpirited 
his own men and encouraged his enemies; and 
he could not expeft that it would J^e accepted. 

The Englifh army lodged in thg villages of Agin- How the 
cpurt, Maifoncelle, and fome othdrs, on the night fpent th^ 
of the 24th of OQober, and met with better ac- 5^&^\J>«- 

. ' fore the 

commodation than they had been accuflomed to battle. 

>7 Elmham, c.24, »j. p, s4— 59- Tit. Livii, p. i»— 15. T. 
Wallinjr. p- 392. »• T. Walfing. p. 39a. 

'* LabouriuTi 1* 34. c. 6> Villar^ tom. 9. p. 358. 
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^J^^^^ for fome time paft, and fpent part of their time in 
mutual exhortations, to fight bravely in the ap- 
proachine battle ^^. The king, overhearing fomfe 
of his nobles expreffing a wifli, that the many brave 
men who were idle in England were prefent to aflift 
them, cried out — " No ! I would not have one man 
more — if we are defeated we are too many— ^tf 
it Ihould pleafe God to give us the vi£lory, as I 
truft he will, the fnialler our number the greater^ 
our glory''." The moon happening to fhine 
very bright, Henry, with fome of his beft officers, 
carefully examined the ground, and pitched upoi;i a 
field of battle, admirably calculated to preferve a 
fmall army from being furrounded by a great one. 
It was a gentle declivity from the village of Agin- 
court, of- fufEcient extent for his fmall army, de- 
fended on each fide by hedges, trees, and bru(h- 
tvood. Having placed guards and kindled fires 
on all fides, the king and his army betook them- 
felves to reft ; except fuch as were of a more feri- 
ous turn of mind, and, confidering that as the lall 
night of their lives, fpent it in devotion '*. 
How the The French, exulting in their numbers, confi- 
fpenUt. d^^^t of viftory, and abounding in provifions, fpent 
the night in noify fettivity, and in forming fanciful 
fchemes about the difpofal of their prifoners and 
their booty. It was in general refolved to put all 
the Englifh to the fword, except the king and the 
chief nobility, who were to be taken prifoners for 
the fake of their ranfoms ". 

30 Elmham, p. S9- *' I^- P- ^'• 

»^ Id. p. 59. T. Livii, p. 16. T. Walling, p. 39a. . 

93 Id, ibid. Hall, Hen. V. f. 16. 
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On the morning of Friday, the memorable As d« 14154 
25th of Odober, A. D. 1415* the day of Crifpin orderof' 
and Crifpianus, the Englifh and French armies ^t^^«* 
were ranged in order of battle, each in three linesy 
with bodies of cavalry on each wing* The con* 
liable d'Albert^ who commanded the French army^ 
fell into the fnare that was laid for him^ by drawing 
up his army in the narrow plain between the two \ 
woods. This deprived him, in a great meafure, of 
the advantage he fliould have derived from the 
prodigious fuperiority of his numbers ; obliged him 
to make his lines unneceffarily deep^ about thirty 
men in file; to crowd his troops, particularly his 
cavalry, fo clofe together, that they could hardly 
move or ufe their arms ; and in a word, was the 
chief caufe of all the difafters that followed '\ The 
French, it is laid^ had a confiderable number of 
cannon of diifereiit fizes in the field ; but we da 
not hear that they did any execution, probably for 
want of room'^ The firft line of the French 
army, which confifted of 8000 men at arms on 
foot, mixed with 4000 atchers, with 500 men at 
arms mounted on each iving, was commanded by 
the conftable d* Albert^ the dukes of Orleans and 
Bourbon^ and many other nobles, the dukes of 
Alen9on, Brabant, and Bar, kd condu£ted the fe^ 
cond line; and the earls of Marie, Damartine^ 
Fauconberg, &c. were at the head of the third Une'^. 
The king of England employed various arts to fup-* 
ply his defed of numbers* He placed so of his 

34 Tit. Livii, p. 17. Elmhanij cij. 

35 Id. p. 6s. Tit. Livii, p. 17. Viilar, torn; 9 p. jfli. 
i* Id. ibid. Pi $9^, 
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vA.D.1415. tieft archers, in ambufli in a low meadow, on the 
flank of the firft line of the French '^. His own 
firft line confiftcd wholly of archers, four in file ; 
each of whom, befides his 'bow and arrows, had a 
battle-axe, a fword, and a flake pointed with iron^ 
at both ends, which he fixed before him in the 
ground, the point inclining outwards, to prote& 
him from cavalry ; which was a new invention, and 
had a happy effeQ: *'. That he might not be in- 
cumbered, he difmiffed all his prifoners, on their 
l^eord of honour to furrender themfelves at Calais, 
if he obtained the viQory, and lodged all his bag- 
gage in the village of Agincourt, in his rear, under 
a flender guard ^'. The command of the firft line 
was, at his earneft requeft, committed to Edward 
duke of York, afliftcd by the lords Beaumont, Wil- 
loughby, and Fanhope j the fecond was conducted 
by the king, with bis youngeft brother Humpffty, 
duke of Gloucefter, the earls of Oxford, Marfiial, 
and Suffolk ; and the third was led by the duke of 
Exeter, the king's uncle*''. ' The lines being 
formed, the king, in fhining armour, with a crown 
of gold adorned with precious ftones on his helmet, 
mounted on a fine white horfe, rode along them, 
and addrefled each corps with a chearful counte- 
nance and animating fpeeches^'. To inflame 
their refentment againft their enemies, he told them, 
that the French had determined to cut off* three 
fingers of the right hand of every prifoner ; and to 
roufe their love of honour he declared, that every 

r Hall, Hen. V. f 16. -^s Id. ibid. Elmham, p. 65. 

19 Id* p, 60. ^ Hall, Hen. V. f. 16. f Elmham, p. 61. 
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foldier in that army who behawd well, fliould fr(?gi A.D.X415. 
henceforth be deemed a gentleman, and intitled to ~ ■ 
bear coat armour **. The Englifli archers, firejd 
by the words and geftures of their king, and pant- 
ing for afUon, ftripped themfelves almoft nake4> 
that they might deal their blows with the greater 
. rapidity and vigour *^, 

When the two armies were drawn up in^this Jgin^^^ 
manner, they flood a confiderable time gazing at cou^. 
one another in folemn filence* But the king, 
dreading that the French would difcover the danger 
of their fituation, and decline a battle, commanded 
the charge to be founded, about ten of the clock in 
the forenoon. At that inftant, the firfl line of 
the Englifh kneeled down, and kiflTed the ground j 
and then ftarting up difcharged a flight of arrows, 
whi(:h did great execution among the crowded 
ranks of the French^. Immediately after, upon 
a fignal being given, the archers in ambulh 
arofe, and difcRarged their arrows on the flank qf 
the French line, and threw it into fome diforder ^. 
The battle now became general, and raged with mi« 
common fury. The Englifli archers, having ex- 
pended all their arrows, threw away their bow$^. 
and rufliing forward, made dreadful havoc with 
their fwords and battle-axes *®. The firfl: line of 
the enemy was by thefe means defeated; i|s leaders 
being either killed or taken prifoners. The fe- 
cond line, commanded by the duke d*Alen9on 
(who had made a vow either to kill or take the king 

4« Eltnham, p. 6t. Villar, p. 364. ♦^ Id. p. 366. 

4* T, Elmham, p. 65, 371. *' Hall, Hen. V. f. 17. 

^ Id. ibid, f. 18. 
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A.D.1415. of England, or to perifh in the attempt), now ad- 
'^ vanced to the charge, and was encountered by the 
fecond line of the Englifli, conduced by the king. 
This conflifl: was mor^ clofe and furious than the 
former. The duke of Gloucefter, wounded and 
unhorfed, was protefted by his royal brother,, till 
he was carried off the field ^\ The duke d' Alen- 
5on forced his way to the king, and affauked him 
with great fury ; but that prince brought him to 
the ground, where he was inftantly difpatched * v 
Difcouraged by this difafter, the fecond line made 
no more refiftance ; and the third fled without 
ftriking a blow ; yielding a complete and glorious 
viftory to the EngHfh, after a violent ftruggle of 
three hours duration ^*^. 
The killed The king did not permit his men to purfue the 
an taken. fygj|jygg ^o a great diftance, but encouraged them 
to take as many prifoners as they could on or near 
the field ; in which they were fo fuccefsful, that, in 
a little time, his captives were more numerous than 
his foldiers **. A great proportion of thefe prifoners 
Were men of rank and fortune j for many of the 
French noblefle being on foot, and loaded with 
their heavy armour, could not make their efcape. 
Among thefe were, the dukes of Orleans and 
Bourbon, the manhal Boucicaut, the counts d*Eu, 
Vendome, ,Richemont, and Harcourt, and 7000 
barons, knights> and gentlemen ". The French 

47 Elmham, p. 67* .Tit. LW.p. 2a 48 Hall, f. 18. 

49 T. Walfing. p 393. Tit. Liv. p. lo. Thomas die Elmham's 
defcription of this battle is fo curious a piece of bombaft, that I 
have given it in Appendix, N°'I. 

5* Tit Liv. p» 20. >» T. Ottcrbournc, p. a;;. 
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left dead on the field of battle, the conftable d*AI* a. 0,141$, 
bert, the three dukes of Alen9on, Brabant, and ^^^"^"'^''^ 
Bar, die archbifliop of Sens, one marihal, thir- 
teen earls, ninety-two barons, ^1500 knights, and 
a far greater number of gentlemen, befides feveral 
thoufands of common foldiers '*. Even the French 
hiftorians acknowledge, that the lofe of the Engliih 
was inconfiderable ; and thofe of our own contem- 
pprary writers who make it the greateft, affirm that . 
it di4 not. exceed a hundred ; and that the duke of 
York and the earl of Suffolk were the only great 
meo. who fpU on that fide in this memorable ac* 
tion ". So aftonifliing, on fomc occafions, are the 
events of war, and fo fatal the errors of thofe to 
whom the conduQ: of armies is committed ! For to 
the gfofs errors committed by the conftable d*AU 
bert, as much as to the wife meafures of Henry, 
and the heroic valour of the Englifh, the difgrace 
and ruin of the French army may be imputed. 

The advanced feafon of the year, with the want jicnrft 
of a fuffi.cient number of men, prevented Henry [^^J^^ig*! 
from making any other ufe of his great victory land, 
than to purfue his march to Calais, with his fpoilg 
and prifoners '% Having there refted and refreflied 
bis troops, be embarked for England, November 16^ 
with his principal prifoners, and arrived at Dover 
that fame evening ; where he wasi received with 
tranfports of joy, many of the people plunging into 
tlv^ fea to meet his barge^^ At his triumphant 
eptry into London, November 23, the Ibows and 

»» T. Ottcrbourne, p. 277. T.Elmham, p. 68. Villar, t. xj. p. 375. 
J* T. JElmham, p. 69. *♦ Id. ibid. " Elmham, p. 71, 
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A*D. 14x5. pageants eKhibited by the citizens (fays a contem- 
^"•^^"^^^^ porary writer) were fo numerous, that it would 
have required a volume to defcribe them ^', One 
of the moft valuable proofs they gave him of their 
good- will was, a prefent of j(^ 1000, in two gold 
bafons, each worth jCs^^ *^* 
A.D. 1416. ^ The lamentations in France were as loud as the 
Sh" acclamations in England, there being few femiliea 
duke of in it who did not mourn the lofs of fome relations 
who had fallen in the fatal battle of Agincourt, 
The diftraOions which reigned in the court and 
councils of that kingdom after that battle can 
hardly be defcribed. The e^cltifion of the duke 
of Burgundy from all Ihare in the government, by 
the prevailing faction of the Armagnacs, bad dif- 
, gulled him fo much, that he had engaged in fecret 
negotiations with the king of England. The de-i 
feat at Agincourt, the death of his fon-in-law, the 
dauphin Lewis, which happened about fix weeks 
^ter, and, above all, the exaltation of his moft 
inveterate enemy, the count d'Armagnac, to the 
office of conftable, and the chief diredjon of al| 
affairs, accelerated thefe negotiations, which ter- 
minated in a treaty of alliance, in which the duke 
acknowledged Henry to be king of France, and 
engaged to affift him with all his forces, to obtain 
the pofleflion of that kingdom ^^ This alliance with 
fo powerful a prince of the blood of France, who 
had fo numerous a party in that diftrafted king- 
dom, gave Henry a yery probable profpeQ; of fuc» 
cefs in his defigns. 

^ T. Walfing^. p. 393, 57 Stow, p. 351^, ii Bym. 

|r<3pd, torn. 9. p, 304. 31S, 33a. 354t 364. 374- 39«- 395i &c, 

The 



Ch, i.*M- CIVIL AND .liflLITARY. 55 

The emperor Sigifmund, who had vifited the ^. 0,141^ 
courts of Arragon and France, to engage them to ^^ ;^ 
concur in putting an end to the fchiftn in the with 
churchy arrived in England in April this year, with ^^^^^^• 
fimilar views ^'. While he continued there, he at«- 
itempted to mediate a peace between France and 
England ; but without fuccefs ^\ As Henry, how- 
fSYCTj was not prepared for the formidable jnvafion 
which he intended, he agreed to a truce £rom Oc- 
tQber 9, A.D. 1416, to February 2, 1^17 ^'. 

While the king of England was forming alii- .state of 
aQe^9 cplle^ttng money, raifing troops, and making 
every poilihie preparation for invading France, thofe 
^ho conduced the a&irs of that kingdomweredoing 
every thing that could contribute to their own and 
to their country's ruin. The conftable d' Armagnac 
in reality poflefTed all the power of the crown ; and 
be employed that power to the mofl pernicious pur- 
pofes. His reigning paffion was hatred to the duke 
of Burgundy and his party ; and being naturally of 
a fierce imperious fpirit, he perfecuted all who were 
fufpeded of attachment to that party with the mod 
unrelenting cruelty, ^ . This rendered the wounds of 
fadion incurable, and produced much diforder, dif* 
cord^ and diftrefs, in all parts of the kingdom ; 
and particularly in the capital, where the Burgun. 
dian had many friends, who had formed a plot to 
maflacre the king and all his family, the conftable, 
and all the principal perfons of his party. The 
fame diicotd which raged in all other parts of the 

It T, Elmham, c, 31. p, 73. fio M» ibid. 

•■ Ryni F«d« torn. 9, p. 39S. 

£ 4 kingdom 



f6 HISTORY or BRITAINL BookV. 

a.i\x4t6. kingdom reigned in the Toyal family. The queen, 
excluded from any ihare in the management of af- 
fairs by the conftable, retired to Vincennes, where 
flie kept a mod licentious and luxurious court. This 
gave the conftable an opportunity of feizing all her 
treafures, which were very great, and of inflaming 
the jealoufy of the king to fuch a pitch, that he fent 
her under a guard to Tours, and commanded her 
favourite Louis Bourbon to be pul up in a fack, 
and thrown into the Seine. Thefe cruel injuries in* 
fpired that princefs with the moft implacable re« 
fentment againft the conftable and all his party ; 
not excepting her own fon Charles, now become 
dauphin by the death of his two elder brothers **• 
In a word, all the furies feemed to have taken up 
their refidence in France, and to have confpired the 
deflru&ion of that kingdom. 

A,D, X417, Such was the ftate of France when Henry V. 

hSafion landed, Auguft i, A.D. 141 7, near Touques in 

of £i;^nc c Normandy, with a gallant army of 16,000 men at 
arms and archers, fome thoufands of pikemen and. 
other troops, with many miners, mafons, car- 
penters, a great train of artillery and other engines, 
from a fleet of 1 500 ihips •'. When he had dif- 
embarked his troops, he publiihed fome excellent 
regulations for the prefervation of difcipline, and 
protection of the clergy, of wives, widows, and 
maidens^ from all infults ^. It is xmneceflary to 
attend this vidtorious prince, ftep by ftep, in his 
triumphant march, or enumerate all the places that 

*• Villar, torn. 13* p. 4io-*»4s6. 

•i Tit. Lfvji, p. jf, 3a, 33. T. Elmham. p. 91. $6, 97, Otter- 
bowrne, p. tjS, *4 T. Walfing, p 397. 
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fubimtCed to his arms. There was no army to op- ^ ^ '417. 
pofe him in the fieldj moft of the towns were ill 
fortified, and worfe garrifoned ; and, ezpe^ing no 
relief, furrendered, as loon as t]b«y vere fummoneci 
His proceeding appeared more like the progrefs of 
a prince in his own domimons^ than the march of 
an invader in an enemy's country ; and all the 
lower Normandy was reduced in this campaign. 

At the fame time, the progrefs of his ally, the Proceed- 
duke of Burgundy, was no lefs rapid. That dlfk/^of 
prince, carefully concealing his conne&ion with the ^"'^'*"<*y» 
king of England, pretended to carry on the war 
againft the Armagnacs, who, he declared, were 
enemies to the fiate, and held the king and royal 
family in durance. Befides a powerful army, with 
which he advanced towards the capital, where the 
court reiided, he had many friends and etniflfaries 
Jn all parts of the kingdom, who prevailed upon 
many great men to embrace his party, and on 
many towns to open their gates to his troops. On 
his march, he received a meflage from the queen 
(who had long been the moft violent of all his ene- 
mies, for the murder of her favourite the duke of 
Orleans), entreating him to relieve her from her 
confinement j and promifing to promote all his views. 
Senfible of the advantage of having that bold and 
aflive princefs in his party, or rather in his pofr 
feffion, he flew to her refcue, zt the head of 800 
borfe, furprifed her keepers, and conduced her to ^ 

dhartres. There fhe iffued a proclamation, de- 
daring her right to bt regent of the kingdom du- 
ling the incapacity of the king, her hufband ; and 

' immc** 
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A. D 14 1 7. immediately entered on the exercife of tnat right, 
by conftituting a new parliament, appointing a 
conftable, chancellor, and other officers of ftate, 
&c. Thus the two parties which had fo long torn 
France in pieces, were more regularly formed than 
ever; the Armagnacs afting under the authority 
of the dauphin, and the Burgundians under the 
authority of the queen. Both thefe parties nego- 
tiated with the king of England, and with one an* 
other, but without either fincerity or fuccefs ; and 
the war between them was carried on with the 
greateft inveteracy**. 
A. D. 1418. While bne half of the people of France were 
Military attempting to fubdue the other, the king of Eng- 
of the land proceeded with great rapidity in fubduing 
^""^ *^ * both. Having received a reinforcement of 15,000 
men from England, he gave the command of fe* 
parate bodies of troops to his two "brothers, the 
dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter, with which they 
reduced many ftrong places **. In the fpring'and 
fummer of this year, all Normandy, except Cher- 
bourg and Rouen, fubmitted to the arms of Eng-^ 
land; and the duke of Gloucefter befieged the 
former while the king invefted the latter, July 2g* 
Cherbourg, after a long and obftinare refiftance, 
furrendered, September 29 : but the king finding 
that he could not take Rouen (which was defended 
by 19,000 men) by force^ without too great an ex* 

*5 ViUar* tom. ij. p. 459, Sec 

*6T. Elmhain, c.ss> 5^, 57, 5S. Walfing, p*40o« Tit Lit, 
p. 40— 51. 
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pexxice of blood, converted the fiegeinto a block* a. a 141 8, 
ade, in order to reduce it by famine. 

Henry, as wife as he was brave, employed po- wife po« 
licy as well as pbwer to promote the fuccefs of his i^n^, 
enterprife. By a proclamation, he promifed pro- 
te£tion and the peaceable enjoyment of all their 
goods and privileges, to all who fubmitted to his 
authority, and appointed commiffioners in every 
diftrift to receive the fubmiffions of the people *^, 
He abolilhed the gabelle, and diminifhed the tax 
on fait, and fopie other taxes*'. He maintained 
the mod perfeft difcipline among his troops, and 
fuflferqd none of his foldiers to infult or injure the 
peaceable inhabitants. To all who approached his 
perfon, he behaved with th.e moft winning affability, 
hearing their complaints with patience, and redreff- 
ing their wrongs with Juftice. By thefe wife mea-» 
fures, he fubdued the heart* of the people of^or-- 
mandy, who crowded to p4y their fubmiffion tofo 
great and g6od a prince, 

While Henry was thus fuccefsfuUy employed in Maflacre 
afferting his claim to the crown of France, the two ^ *"* 
parties in that kingdom were too keenly engaged ia 
deftroying one another to give him any interrup- 
tion. The conftable d'Armagnac, having difco^^ 
tered a plot to betray Paris to the duke of Bur- 
gundy, made the fcafiblds itream with blood, and 
meditated z, piaffacre of all the Burgundian party ia 
the irapital. This feverity only ferved to rendeiJ ♦ 
Iiin;i more odious, ^d to hallen his own de(truc-< 

f7 ^jau F^i^ torn* $• jf. gf^ ^*id, ihid« i>« ^ S> 
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A. D. 14x8. ^QYi. Perrinet le Clerk admitted L'Ifle Adam* a 
captain of the duke of Burgundy, with 800 men 
at arms, into Paris on the night of May 29. This 
troop marched in profound filence to the Chatelet, 
where they were joined by 500 citizens who were 
in the plot. They then divided into different bo- 
dies, went to . the houfes of the minifters of (late, 
and other obnoxious perfons, feized them, and 
threw them into prifon. Tanneguy de ChafteU 
provoft of Paris, faved the dauphin, by rufliing into 
his chamber on the firft alarm, taking him out of 
bed, and carrying him in his arms to the Baftile, 
from whence he efcaped to Melun. The conftable^ 
who was the chief objeft of their indignation, el udecl 
their moft eager fearches for fome time ; but was at 
length difcovered by a mafon, in whofe houfe he 
had taken Ihelter, and conduded to prifon. Next 
morning the populace of Paris, inftigated by the 
friends of the duke of Burgundy, began the moft 
horrid outrages, infulting, plundering, and impri- . 
foning all to whom they gave the name of Armag- 
nacs ^ and thefe outrages continued till aH the pri-. 
fons were filled^ and a great part of the city dc- 
ftroyed* But the moft bloody fcene of this tra* 
gedy was ftill to come. As foon as the queen and 
duke of Burgundy, who were then at Troyes^ 
heard of this revolution^ they fcnt intimations to 
their confidential friends, that it would be proper ta 
put all the Armagnacs to death. When they re- 
ceived this cruel intimation they circulated repoytj^ 
that the Armagnacs were about to enter the city by 
furprife, tp releafe the conftable an4 other prifonepil, 

an4 
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and murder all the Burgutidians^. Enraged to mad- a.d.hiS- 
nefs by thefe reports, the populace, June 12, broke ^'-^^v**^ 
into the prifons, and butchered the guards and pri- 
foners without diftinftion. In the firft three days of 
this maflacre, befides the conftable, chancellor, and 
fix biihops, 3500 perfons, many of them eminent 
for their rank and charafter, were put to deatfi. 
After the triumphant entry of the queen and duke, 
while the ftreets were ftained with blood, the maf- 
facre was renewed, and about 14,000 perfons (of 
which 5000 were women) flain*'. How dangerous 
a paffion is party-rage, which fometimes corrupts the 
beft hearts, blinds the beft nnderftandings, and en- 
dangers the moft powerful ftates ! 

The two parties in France were fo far from Negotia- 
giving any interruption to Henry while he was en- 
gaged in the fiege of Rouen, that both courted his 
protection, and each endeavoured to make him 
more tempting offers than' the other. He nego- 
tlated with both, without fufpending or relaxing 
his military operations for one moment '^. A truce 
was concluded with the young earl of Armagnac, 
the earl of Dreux, and other French barons, who 
haraifed his fubjeds in Guienne ; which reftored 
tranquillity to his dominions in thofe parts ^'. A 
curious detail of the negotiations with the dauphin, 
which hath been publiflied, prpves, that Henry 
was as great a politician as a general, and that it 
was as difficult to deceive him in the cabinet as to 

69 Villar, t, xj. p. 461—475. T. Walfing. p. 400. 
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A. D. 14x9. defeat him in the field '\ Both thefe, and the nego* 
^^^^ ^ tiaticms with the other party, which were carried on 
at the fame time, proved abortive ; and it was pro- 
bably never intended that they ihould have any 
fuccefs. 
AD.x4.i9« While Heniy amuled both the parties of the 
of Rouen. French with thefe negotiations, he carried on the 
fiege of Rouen, fecure from any interruption* 
That great and beautiful city, which contained 

about 200,000 inhabitants, was bravely defended 
by its citizens, who would probably have rendered 
all the efforts of the Englifh ineffeftual, if they had 
not been affaulted by an enemy whofe attacks are 
irrefiflible. Sufficient ft ores of provifions had not 
been laid up for fo great a multitude ; and before 
the end of Oftober 1418, their magazines were 
nearly exhaufted. They fublifted for fome time oh 
a fcanty allowance of horfe-flefli, till all their horfes 
were confumed. They then fed on dogs, cats, 
rats, and mice, which fold at fo high a price, that 
they could only be procured by the rich. About 
50,000 perfons d'ed of hunger, or of difeafes con- . 
trafted by thcufeof unwholefome food. During 
all that time they were cruelly tantalized by the 
duke "of Burgundy, with promifes of relief, which 
he never intended, or at leaft never attempted to 
•perform. At length unable to fubfift, and de. 
fpairing of relief, they propofed to capitulate. 
Henry, irritated at their obftinate refiftance,* in- 
lilted on their furrendering at difcretion j which 

7* Rym. Feed. torn. 9. p. 6^2-^646, 
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they refiifed. Informed byBoutcullur the gover- 
nor, with whom he held a private correi^ondence, 
that they had refolved to fet their city on fire in all 
quarters, and then to ruih out, and either to cut 
their way, or perifli with their arms in their hands, 
. he granted them more moderate terms. The ca- 
pitulation was concluded January 13, A, D. 141 9, 
by which the town and caftle, with all ammunition 
and implements of war, were to be furrendered to 
the king of England on the 1 9th of that month ; 
. the garrifon to take an oath not to ferve againft him 
for one year ; the citizens to pay a ranfom of 
300,000 crowns, and, upon taking an oath of 
fealty, to enjoy all their property and privileges. 
The fufrender of Rouen was followed by that of 
all the other places of ftfength in Normandy ''. 

The lofs of Normandy greatly alarmed both the Inten^sew 
parties of the French ; and fuch of them as were wftMhe 
not blinded by party-rage, earneftly laboured to French 
bring about a reconciliation between the dauphin 
and the duke of Burgundy, as the only means of 
.faring their country. The duke fecretly wiihed 
for this ; but his advances not meeting with fuitable 
returns, he renewed his negotiations with the king 
of England. To render thefe negotiations more 
folemn and effcftual, and probably with a view on 
the part of the duke to give the greater alarm to 
the dauphin, and to make him more tractable, it 
.was agreed, April 7, that the king of England 

7? Rym, Feed. torn. 9. p. ^64. 674. 677, 678,67^.682* 683, &c- 
T. £liLhain» cap. 70, 7,1. 
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ihould luLv<$ a perfonal interview with the king add 
queen of France, the princcfs Kathatine, and 
the duke of Burgundy, on May 15, b^weesa 
Mante and Pontoyes'*. This int^view did not 
happen till May 30, when all thefe illuftriws pe<:- 
fonages (except the king of France, "Who was^ inj^ 
difpofed) met for the firft time, in a magnificent 
tent, at a place called La Chat ". The queen of 
France did not negleft to conduft her beautiful 
daughter, the princefs Katharine, to this interview, 
and carefully watching the eyes of the king of Eng- 
land, obferved with joy, that he was captivated by 
her charms. An adept in all the arts of amorous 
intrigue, fhe fecreted the princefs from his fight 
for feveral days, in order to inflame his paflioft. 
But Henry courted as a conqueror, and defpifed 
thefe little arts. '* 1 will have your princefs (faid 
*^ he to the duke of Buijgundy) on my own terms, 
*^ or I will drive both your king and you out of 
*^ the kingdom.** " Sir (replied the duke), it 
" will fatigue you very much to drive us both 
« out^^*' The duke, difgufted at the haughti* 
nefs of Henry, and the exorbitancy of his demands, 
protrafted the negotiation, in hopes that the dau- 
phin would make advances to him for an accom^ 
modation. Thefe hopes were at length gratified. 
The dauphin, dreading the confequences of this 
interview between his two moll powerful enemies, 
fent a trufty agent to Pontoyes to propofe a recon- 

u Elmham, p. 717— 747- '^ Id. p. 751* 

'* Villar, tom4i4. p« 33. 
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eilnttion to the duk^^' which being eq^aflyde- a. b. 141 9. 
fired by both parties, we*e Uy&a concluded. -The '^ w'^'^ 
duke tben broke off the conferences '^h the kii^ 
of England, Jime 30, and had an in^ihriew wkh 
the dauphin at Poilty-le-Fort, in \rhieh thefe 
princes gave each other every poffible mark of the 
moft perfe£t amity, and ratified their reconciliation • 
by the moft facred rites of religion ^^ The recon- 
ciliation of thefe two princes was celebr^t^ by il- 
luminations and other demonftrations of joy, in 
all the towns of France. 

Henry, thus deluded by the duke of Burgundy, Pcfpiexrf 
found himfelf in a very difagreeable fituation. His of Henry. 
hopes of fuccefs were chiefly founded on the ani- 
mbfity of the French parties, which he believed to 
be implacable ; and he now faw them united when 
he leail' expeStcd it. He had only about 15,000 
men to preferve his conqueft of Normandy, and 
make head againft all the forces of a mighty king- 
dom. The kings of .Caftile jmj^ Ari^agon were 
^liAng in favour of the dauphin, and the Scots had 
embi*aced th^ fame party ^•. His treafury, and 
even his credit, was exhaufted ; his own fubjefls 
difcontei^ted at the expence of the war, and begin- 
ning to apprehend that the conqueft of France 
would be the ruin of England. 

Undaunted by all thefe difliculties, Henry re- Aflaflina- 
folved to profeeute the war with vigour ; probably ^uke^oJ^*^ 
imagining that fo fudden a coalition between fuch Burgundy, 
inveterate enemies could not be of long duration. 

77 Villar, 1. 14. p. 35. Elmham,cap. 78. 
^ kym. Feed, tonl. 9 p. 794. 
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A- 1>. i4»9- However this may be; an event foon happened, 
^ ~^'-'' which relieved him from all his difficulties , and 
gave him a fairer profped than ever of obtaining 
the crown of France. That was the aflai&nation of 
the duke of Burgundy^ September to, on the 
bridge of Monteraux, by the attendants of the 
dauphin, as he was engaged in a confetence with 
that prince '*. What prompted the dauphin, or 
rather his counfellors, to this raih and criminal ac- 
tion, is not certainly known ; but it involved his 
country in many and great calamities* 
Confc- As foon as the news of this affaffination reached 

this afiaf. Paris, where the late duke had always been exceed- 
*^°* ingly popular, the whole city was in a tumult ; and 
the citizens of all ranks expreffed the moft violent 
refentment againil the dauphin and his adherents ; 
and the other cities of France, of the Burgundian 
party, imitated the example of the capital. The 
court of France, which then refided at Troyes, was 
afieded in the fame manner, and a declaration of 
war was denounced againft the dauphin, at the in- 
ftigation of the queen, the implacable enemy of 
her fon. Nothing could iequal the fury of Philip 
duke of Charolois now duke of Burgundy, whea 
he heard of his father's murder. The defire of 
revenge took poffeflion of his whole foul, an4 
rendered him blind to every other confideration* 
All thefe enemies of the dauphin turned their eyes 
to the king of England, determined to deny him 
nothing to engage him to affift them in gratifyipg 
their revenge '°. 

79 Villar, 1. 14. p. 4^. T. Elmham, c. 83. ^9 ViUar, 1 14, p, J5--61. 
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In coofequence of thefe difpofitioris, conferences a.d. 1419. 
were held at Arras by the minifters of the kings of Treaty^? 
France and England, and the duke of Burgundy ; Arrra»* 
and the moft important articles of a treaty of peace 
between thefe princes were fettled December «, 
vi%. That Henry fliould marry the prmcefs Ka- 
tharine, without any expence to her parents or the 
kingdom; that king Charles Ihould enjoy the 
crown of France, with all its powers and revenues, 
during life, and his queen Ifabella all the privileges 
of her rank; that Henry fhould be regent of France 
during the incapacity of Charles for government, 
a;id fucceed to the crown at his death **. A general 
truce between the kings of France and England, 
with fcparate treaties between each of thefe kings 

and the duke of Burgundy, for affifting him in 
avenging the murder of his father, were concluded 
at the fame time and place ^^« 

Though the moft important articles of this con- ^' ^' '^^' 
federacy were fettled by the treaties of Arras, many Troycs. 
particulars ftill remained to be adjufted ; and on 
thefe the minifters of the contrading, powers la^ 
boured during the four firft months of the yeaf 1420* 
At length, when all things were ready, Henry 
marched at the head of an army of 1 6,000 men, 
from Pontoyes to Troyes where the court of France 
then refided. There, May 21, the large and defini- 
. tive treaty of peace, confifting of thirty-one articles, 
was figned, fealed, and fwom to by the king of 
England, in his own name, and by the queen of 
France and duke of Burgundy, by comniiffion from 

8« Rym Fad. torn. 9. p. 816. ** Id. ibid* p. 8xS— 819, Z^o* 
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A. P. 1420- and in the name of Charles VI. king of France '^. 
^ ^'~ Copies of this famous treaty were fent into Eng- 
land, and publifhed in London, and all the other 
cities and towns of the kingdom, with every pof- 
fible demonftration of joy **. It was proclaimed 
in Paris, and all the other cities of France, of the 
Burgundian party, with equal folemnity aijd joy'*. 
In a word, no treaty ever occafioned greater joy- 
when it was made, or produced greater calamities 
in the end. So fhort-fighted is human policy, and 
fo little do nations, as well as individuals, know of 
the diftant confequences of events ! 
Henry's King Hcnry and the princefs Catherine were af- 

marnage. fianced on the fame day. May 2 1 , and their nup- 
tials were fSlemnized on Trinity Sunday, May 30, 
with great pomp **. 
Military Henry, willing to profecute his good fortune, 
operations, ^nd reduce the dauphin and his party (commonly 
called the Armagnacs) while they were unpopular, 
on the third day after his marriage invefted the city 
of Sens, which furrendered in a few days ^K Chi 
the 13th Julyi he laid fiege to Melun, where he 
'met with a much more obftinate refiftance. The 
kings of France and Scotland were prcfent at this 
fiege, which was puflied with uncommon vigour.^ 
The place held out till November 1 8, and was 
compelled at laft to furrender by famine, rather 
than by the efforts of the Englifh, who loft 1700 
men before its walls *'. 

^^ Rym. Feed, t 9. p. 895 — 90J. ^ Id. ibid. p. 906. 
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After the furrender of; Melun, Henry, accom- ^;^^^ 
panieii by the king and queen of France, the duke Hcnry;8 
of Burgundy, and tnany other perfons of rank, p|[j'jj "*^® 
marched bis army to Paris, where his authority as 
jregent and heir of France had been cheerfully ac-» 
knoiT^edged* The two kings made their public 
entry into Paris on the firft Sunday in Advent, 
and the two queens the day after, and were enter- 
tained by the citizens with the reprefentation of 
fiiyfteries, and other fafhionable amufements **. 
On the loth of December, an aflfembly of the 
three eftates was held, with great folemnity, in the 
great hall of the palace of St. Paul ; in which the 

. treaty of Troyes, called the final and perpetual 
peace, was confirmed, and declared to be a public 
and perpetual law of the kingdom ; and ^n a£b was 
made, requiring all the fiibjeds to take the oaths 
required by that treaty •°. 
^ ^The duke of Burgundy having appeared in i>a«ph»n 

.. mourning before the three eftates, December 23, cd. 
and demanded juftice to be executed on the mur- 
derers of his father, a fentence of condemnation 
was pronounced againft Charles, the pretended 
dauphin (as he was called J, and his accomplices 
in that murder j and they were declared guilty of 
high treafoni and incapable of fucceeding to or 
poflefling any place of power and dignity ^'. 

^ Henry having brought his affairs in France to ad. 142 1. 
this defirable point, and conftituted his brother the ^^'^oiw- 
duke of Clarence his lieutenant, he conduced his queen. 
young queen into England, were ftie was croVned, 

s. 

•« T. Walfingr. p; 4«3. Blmb^m, c. 105, VilUr, 1. 14. p loj* * 
^ Rym* Fed. torn. la p^^o. 9> id. ibid* p.. 33. 
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A.D. 1411. February 22, with extraordinary pomp and fplen- 
^■^^''^ dour**. 

Peath of After the coronation, the Idu?, with his queen 
Sir ' and court, made a progrefe int^ the north? and 
'^*''"' celebrated the feaft of Eafter at York". At 
Beverly he received the melancholy news of the 
defeat and death of his brother the duke of Cla- 
rence, who had fallen, March 32, near the caftle 
of Bauge, in a battle againft an army of 7000 
Scots, which had been fent to the affiftance of the 
dauphin, under the command of the earl of Buchan^ 
fecond fon to Robert duke of Albany, regent of 
Scotland **. Many other noblemen were flain in 
this adion, and a ftill greater number taken 
' prifoners. Greatly afFefted by this intelligence, he 
haftened to Weftminfter, and applied with ardour 
to railing men and money for an expedition to the 
continent. From a parliament, which met May 2, 
he obtained a fifteenth from the laity, and a tenth 
from the clergy, with a ratification of the treaty of 
Troyes •*. 
Miiitaxy Henry conftituted his brother John duke of 
tiww ' Bedford regent of England 5 and, embarking at 
Dover June 10, with a gallant army, landed next 
day at Calais '*. Having marched this army into 
Normandy, and made a fhort vifit to the king and 
queen of France at Paris, he hallened to the relief 
of Chartres, which was befieged by the dauphin ; 
yrho raifed the fiege on the news of his approach '% 

9* Ryin. Fcpd. torn. 10. p. 4^. T* Elmhsm* c. 11^ 

93 Elmham, c. 113. 115. ^ Id. c. 104. 

f J T. Walfmg. p. 404* Rym. Feed. torn. 16. p. im, 

•^ Id. ibid, p, 1*9. Elmham, c. 116^ P Id. c. 117. 
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Henry, finding it impoffible to overtake the enemy, 
and bring them to an aftion, employed his army 
ii^ reducing Dreux» (which capitulated Auguft 20) 
and feveral other towns and caftles 9'. Receiving 
intelligence that the dauphin, with his army, Jay 
encamped near Bcaugency on the Loire, he marched 
with great rapidity towards that place, in hopes of 
terminating the war by a battle.. But on his ap- 
proach the enemy's army feparated. The Englifli 
army fuffered much in this march by ficknefs and 
fcardty of proviiions ; which obliged Henry, after 
t^ng Beaugency, and fome other towns, to return 
towards Paris, and put his troops into quarters of 
refrefhment '*. 

Impatient of long repofe, he foon called his se'crof 
forces again into the field, and on Odober 6, formed Mcauat. 
the fiege of Meaux. This was one of the ftrongeft 
towns in France ; and that quarter of it called the 
Market place was efteemed impregnable. The 
garrifon commanded by the baftard of Vaurus, 
almofl: defolated the country around, and hanged, 
without mercy, all the Englifli who fell into their 
hands, on a certain tree called the Oak of Vaurus. 
At the eamefl: requefl: of the Parifians, and to re- 
venge thefe cruelties, Henry engaged in this fiege, 
in which no quarter was given on cither fide. The 
town was taken by florm in winter, and the market* 
place furrendered May 10, A. D. 1422. The fe- 
focious Vaurus was hanged on his own oak } and 

/ 
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a few of the moft criminal of the garrifon WC99 
tried and executed at Paris *'\ 

While the king lay with his army before Meauv, 
he received the agreeable news that the queen w&s 
delivered of a fcm, at Wkidibr, December 6, A* D, 
142 [• He was foon after baptifed by the Bame 
of Henry ; the duke of Bedford, the bifhop of 
Winchefler, and Jaqueline countefs of Hainauit 
and Holland (who proved the caufe of many mif? 
fortunes to the in^t prince), being fponfbrs '^% 
The queen, on her recovery, returned to France, 
and joined the king in his camp before Meaux. A 
few days ^fter the furrender of that place, they 
made their public entry into Paris, and celebrated 
the feftival of Whitfuntide at the Louvre, with great 
magnificence *®*. 

The dauphin, with the auxiliaries he had re- 
ceived from Scotland and Caftile, had colleded ail 
army of about 20,000 men, comnianded by the 
eazl of Buchau; conltable of France, with whlch^ 
after taking la Charity, he befieged Cofne, a town,. 
on the Loire, belonging to the duke of Burgundy* 

The garrifon agreed to furrender, if they were not 
relieved before the i6th of Auguft. When thu 
duke received intelligence of this, he coUe^ed all 
his troops, and requefted a reinforcement from th^. 
king of England, to aiSft him in the relief of Co&e. 
The king ^mfwered, that he would march 5¥ith 
him. in perfon, at the head of hi& army, that heir 
might have a fhare in the glory of ending the war^ 



*** Rym. Feed. t. le. p. »ia. Elmham, c.^«, 23, aj, %6. 
»•» T. WalBng. p. 406, i!» Id. ibid. Elmham, c, ia6. 
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by defeating the dauphin* He marched accord* a. a iai< 
ingly ) but on his arrival at Senlis, he was feiz^d '^^^ 
\vitk a fev^iOi diibrder, attended with very threat- 
enidg fyn^oms. He was carried ii^ a horfe-litter 
to Corbeyle; but being unable to proceed any 
further, he gave the conunand of the army to fab 
brother the duke of Bedford (who had accoinpanied 
tbe <|ueea from England), and retun^d by water 
to Bois de Vincennes '°^ 

At the aj^roach of the Engfifli and Burgundian Heniy*i 
^m^ei, the dauphin raifed the flege of Cofne, not ^^^^ 
^ing to riik a battle ; the lofs of which would 
have been very fatal to his affairs. The duke of 
Bedford and the earl of Warwick haflened back 
to the king, and found him almoft at the point of 
4eath« At the fight of his beloved brother, and 
moft faithful friend, he fummoned up all his re« 
maining ftrength, and addrefied them to this pur« 
pofe. He thanked them for their love and ier- 
vices, and earneftly intreated them to love and 
ferve his fon with the fame fidelity and zeal. He 
defired them to cultivate the friendfliip of the duke 
of burgundy with the greateft care, and to make 
him an offer of the regency of France ; but if he 
deeUned it, he appointed his brother, the duke of 
Bedford, to that high office, and his other brother, 
the duke of Gloucefter, to the regency of Eng- 
land, which he then poffefTed. To the earl of 
Warwick he committed the care of the perfon and 
education of his fon. He conjured them to con- 
j[o|e bis diTconfolate qmeea> aad to maintain love and 

fc Elmhanii c i»7. Walling, p. 406. 
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A.D.i4tft. concord amongft his frieads. He gave them in 
^"^^'y^^^ charge, not to liberate the duke of Orleans, and 
the other noble prifoners, while his fon was under 
zge ; nor to make peace with France, without ob- 
taining Normandy at leaft in full fovercignty '***. 
Exhaufted by this effort, he foon after expired^ 
Auguft 31, A. D, 1412, in the 34th year of his 
age, after a fhort but glorious reign of nine years^ 
five months, and fourteen days '""'. 
Hbcba. Thus died, in the prime of life, and in the full 
career of glory, Henry V. one of the beft, braveft, 
and mod fortunate princes that ever wore the 
diadem of England. His perfon is thus defcribed 
by one who had often feen him : " In ftature he 
•♦ was a little above the middle fize; his counte* 
*^ nance was beautiful, his neck long, his body 
*^ {lender, and his limbs moft elegantly formed. 
He was very ftrong, and fo fwift, that, with 
two companions, without either dogs or miffive 
^^ weapons, he catched a doe, one of the fleetefl: 
** animals. He was a lover of mufic, and excelled 
** in all martial and manly exercifes '****•** Some 
of our contemporary hiftorians have heaped upon 
this prince with a liberal but injudicious hand> all 
the praifes they could colled, expreffed in the moil 
extravagant and bombaftic language ''^. It may, 
however, be aiErmed, without the leaft exaggera-* 
tion, that he poffefled an excellent underftanding, 
which enabled him to form his deiigns with judg<- 

'•4- Elmham, c. 17. *^5 Walfing. p. 407. 

»««s Tit. Livii Vita Hen. V. p. 4. 
fo7 glmhani, c* 128. etfajfim. 
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nient, and to chufe the moft effeftual means, and ^JiJ^ 
favourable feafons, for carrying them into execu- 
tion. His heart was as warm as his head was cool, 
and his courage equal to hiswifdom, which em- 
boldened him to encounter the greateft dangers 
and furmount the greatqft difficulties. His virtues 
were not inferior to his abilities, being a dutiful 
fon, a fond hufband, an affedionate brother, a 
ileady and generous friend, and an indulgent 
mafter« His youthful exceffes proceeded rather 
from redundancy of fpirit than depravity of heart. 
His intolerance and feverity to thofe who diflented 
from the eftabliflied fyllem of religion, was the vice 
of the age rather than of the man. : The injuftice 
of his attempt to obtain the crown of France can- 
not be denied ; but the probability of its fuccefs, 
from the diftrafled ftate of that kingdom, was too 
great a temptation to be refitted by a young, war- 
like, and ambitious prini!e. In a word, Henry V. 
though not without his failings, merits the cha« 
ra£ler of an amiable and accompliflied man, z 
great and good king. 

SECTION nu 

Tffe civil ^nd mHitary biftory of En^landy from the 
acceffton of Henry YL A. D. 1422, to the ac^ 
eeffkn ofEdtaard IV. A. D. 1461. 

HENRY VI. the only child of Henry V. wa^ ^^JJ^^ 
not quite nine months old at the death of ofH^onT 
Ui iUnftrious father. Tb^t mdanohQly ^votfecms ^^* 

ta 
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A- a X411. to have been kept fecret for fome time ; for the 
^ ~^~ -^ ia£mt prince iras not proclaimed king in London 
till Odober i '• Some commotioni were raiied 
ia the marches of Wales, and the neighbouring 
eoondet, on this occafion ; but they were foon fup« 
preffed \ 
pAiiia- A parliament was fummoned to meet at Weft* 

minfter, November 9, in which the duke of Glou«» 
cefter reprefented the king's perfira by commiffion '• 
Though the pec^le of England lamented the death, 
and revered the memory, of their late king, the 
parliament did not think proper to coafirm all the 
verbal arrangemaits he had made in his laft mo*» 
ments. Diiliking the title of regent, as implying 
too much power, they appointed the duke of 
Bedford proteAor of the kingdom and church of 
Ei^land, and chief counfellor of the king, when 
he reiided in the kingdom, with a lalary of 8000 
marks a-year ; and the dtfjke of Gloucefter to exer<* 
dfe the fame office, with the fame powers and emo** 
himents, when his brother was abroad \ Still 
further to limit the power of the proteftor, a council 
was conftitutcd, with which he was to confult on all 
important affairs, and a certain falary granted to each 
member, according to his rank K Several wife re- 
gulations were alfo made for defining th^ powers 
and privileges of the members of this council, and 
fbr fecuring their attcndjmce. 
State of The affairs of the dauphin were almoft defpertitc 
i^? ^^^« *e d«ath of Hemy V. which a little re- 

' Rym. Foed. torn. ip. p. 154.^ » Id. ibid. p. 154. 

« Id, iM, p. 257. ♦ Id. ibifl. p. «4i% (16S. » Id. itiUL p. jte 
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vited big hopes. He did not, bowi&ver, t€ip any ii.D. T4«i* 
immediate advantage from that event ; nor did his •"-*v*^ 
-afiiurB put on a more favottrsMe afped for fome 
time. John duke of Bed&Htl, r^ent of France, 
was hardly inferior to the late king in wil^om, 
valour, or any commendable quality ; he even ex« 
celled * him in clemeUcy and command of temper. 
He was nobly fupported by the duke (rf Somerfi^, 
the earls c^ Warwick, Salifbury, and Arundel, . 
the brave and generous Talbot, and other generali, 
at the head of valiant smd vidorious troops* About 
two third parts of France, with th^ capital, were 
in the hands ef the Englifh and Burgundians j and 
they received frequent fupplies, both of men and 
money, from England and Flanders. The duke 
of Britanny, who had hitherto remained neuter, 
acceded to the treaty of Troyes immediately after 
the king^s death, and brought an acceflfion 6i 
•ftrength to the Engliih intereft. The military 
operations proceeded without much interruption, 
or any remarkable change of fortune, for a confider- 
iible time. 

Charles VI. of France did not long furvive his Death of 

. Charles' 

fon-inJaw the king of England ; but ended his vi. 
unhappy life, and calamitous reign^ in great ob- 
fcurity, at his palace of St* f^aul in Paris, 03:ober 
21, A. D. 1422. This event, though aflG&f^e tx> 
the dauphin as a Ibn, was of great advantage to 
his affairs. Very many of the people of France, 
of all ranks, who, from a principle of loyalty, 
had thought thonfelves obliged to obey Chairles 
as their ^kingy though ihey difapproved of his 

connexions 
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A^j>^9t. CQonedvoiift with the Eoglxih, and dreaded tbe 
^^^"^^"^■^ fubjeOion of their country to a foreign yoke, now 
turned their eyes towards the dauphin as their law« 
fill foverdgn, and determined to fupport his title 
to the crown* A kind of interregnum fucceeded 
the death of Charles VI. the parliament of Paris 
declining to ufe the name of Henry VL of £ng. 
land in any of theu: a&s, till about three weeks after, 
when Henry was proclaimed king of France, in 
Paris, by command of the duke of Bedford ^ 
AccefKon When the news of the death of Charles VI. 
VJt. reached the caftle of Efpally, where the dauphin 

then refided^ he was immediately proclaimed king 
of France by his followers, and was crowned a few 
days after, at Poidiers, with all the folemnity his 
circumftances would permit \ 
State of The affairs of Charles VII. at his acceffion were 
ViL^at hit in a very low (late, and feemingly almoft de- 
acocffion. fp^^^Xe. He was only about twenty years of age, 
and of a charader very unfit for furmounting 
great difficulties, being indolent rather than aQive, 
and more addifted to pleafure than to war or bufi- 
nefs J his queen, Mary of Anjou, . was a princefs 
of great beauty and virtue ; but ihe did not poiTefs 
the heart of her voluptuous huiband, which ws^s 
devoted to his miftrefs, Agnes Sorrel j. his favour- 
ites and miriifters were neither men of great virtues 
nor great abilities ; his finances were fo low, that 
he could hardly fupport his little court in decent 
plenty : the duke of Britanny, one of the greateft 
vaflals of his crown, had declared againfl him : 

^ ViUar» tom« t4« p* 1 7<« 7 Id. ibid, p^ t64« 
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ihe duke df Burgundy, the mofl: powerful piince 
of his funily, was his mortal enemy : feveral of 
the other princes of his blood, as the dukes of 
Orleans and Bourbon, the earls of £u, Angou- 
lefine, and Vendome, were prifoners in England : 
the Englifh were in poifeilion of his capital, and 
two thirds of his kingdom : no foreign nation had 
efpoufed his caufe, except the Scots. But in the 
midltof all thefe difadvantages, he pofTeffed one 
advantage, the full extent and value of which he 
did not know ;-^he had the hearts of all the people 
of France, who hated the Engliih and loved their 
country. 

While the adherents of Charles were crowning French 
him at Poi^liers, the duke of Bedford held a great f^uy to 
aflembly at Paris, confifting of the parliament, the ^*"^y- 
univerfity, the archbifliop and his clergy, the ma- 
giftratds and chief burgefies of that city, who all 
fwore fealty to Henry VL king of England, as 
king of France. The fame ceremony was per- 
formed in all the other cities, towns, and provinces 
pf France, in fubjeftion to the Englifh and Bur* 
gundlans'. Thus there were two kings of France ; 
and which of them fhould poffefs the kingdom, was 
to be decided by the fword, the laft argument of 
kings. 

The duke of Bedford fpent the firfl months of a. d. 1423. 
this year in fixing, the duke of Britanny in the jimkL^ 
Englifh intdreft. With this view, he had a meeting 
at Amiens with that duke, his brother Arthur eaxl 
,of Richmond, and the duke of Burgundy. At 

' • Villar, torn. 14. p- a 66. • 
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^^^4. relieved before the 15th of Auguft. King Charles, 
by coUefting his troops, made up an army con- 
filling of 7000 Scots, 1500 Italians, and 10,00a 
French, commanded by the earl of Douglas, lately 
created lieutenant-general of the kingdom, who 
marched to the relief of Ivry, and came within 
fight of it, Anguft 13. On taking a view of the 
Englifli camp (into which the duke of Bedford^ 
with all his troops he could colled, had entered a 
few days befcre), he found it fo ftrong that it 
could not be forced. He therefore retired, and 
inverted Verneuil in Perche, As foon as Ivry fur- 
rendered, the duke of Bedford marched towards 
Verneuil, to raife the Cege or give the enemy 
battle. At his arrival the tgwn being taken, he 
chofe convenient ground, and prepared for a general 
adion, which he earneftly desired. The earl of 
Douglas called a council to determine whether it 
would be moft prudent to fight, or to avoid a 
battle- The wifer members of the council declared 
for retiring, and gave the moft cogent reafons for 
their opinion. But a great number of young 
French noblemen loudly infifted upon fighting ; 
and that rafli council was adopted, and as rafhly 
executed : for inftead of chufing proper ground 
for themfclves, they advanced^ in a diforderly 
manner, to attack the Englifh in their advantage- 
ous ftation.. This was owing to the vifcount de 
Narbonne, who led on his troops witljiout orders, 
and was followed by many others, in fpite of all 
the general could do to reftrain them ; for being 
^ foreigner^ and an objed of envy, he had not 

fufficient 
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fufficient authority. The duke of Bedford had ^-J^-m in- 
drawn up his archers, on ix^Qm he chiefly reKed, "~'~ 
in one line wkh their fliarp-pointed flakes before 
them* The Italians fled at the firft difcharge 
of the Engliih archers. The French and Scots 
fought with great bravery, and held the vidory in 
fufpence almoft three hours ; but at length were 
entirely defeated, and purfued with great flaughtex. 
The earl of Buchan, conftable of France the earl 
of Douglas, and his fon lord James, fir Alexander 
Meldrum, and many other Scotchmen of rank and 
merit, fell in this fatal aftion. Of the French, 
four earlsj two vifcounts, eight barons, and 300 
knights were flain. The young duke of AIen9on 
was dangeroufly wounded, and taken prifoner, with 
the marflial Fayette, and many other lords and 
gentlemen. The Englifli left above 2000 of their 
men dead on this field of blood, and their enemies 
above double that number ". 

The affairs of Charles VII. feemed now quite Badllate 
defperate. He had lofl: his only iarmy, and had no °^^^*°^*^' 
means of raifing another : ^ his moft powerful friends 
were either killed" or taken prifoners : the king of 
Scotland was fet at liberty, and had made a feven 
years truce with England ; which deprived him of 
all hopes of any further aid from that quarter : he 
was himfelf devoted to pleafore, and govern^ by 
worthlefs favourites. 

But notwithftanding all thefe unpromifing ap- jy-^f^^^^^^ 
pearances, the fituation of this prince was not fo between 
hopelefs as either he or the world imagined. The mh ani* 

Iheir 
allien 
«3 Hall, Hen. VI. f. 8. Vilrar, torn. 14. p. 256—299. 
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A.D. 1414* feeds of difdord between the Englifh and their allies 
were already fown, and foon came to maturity. 
Jaqueline, heirefs of Hainault, Holland/ Zea- 
land, and Friezlatid, who was married to her coufin 
John duke of Brabant, by tlje influence of the duke 
of Burgundy, coufin-german to them toth, dif- 
liked her hulband, and made her efcape into Eng- 
land a little before the death 6f Henry V- by whom 
(he was hofpitably entertained. The duke of Glou- 
cefter caft his eyes on thisr great heirefs, and married 
her, though her former marriage was not diflTolved. 
The duke of Burgundy was greatly irritated at this 
ftep; but the duke of Bedford found means to 
calm his anger, and kept it within bounds, as long 
as the duke of Brabant was not difturbed in the 
poffeflion of his wife's dominions. This, however^ 
was not very long : for as the duke of Gloucefl:er 
had been prompted to this fatal marriage by ambi- 
tion more than love, he became impatient to feize 
the fplendid inheritance of his wife. With this 
view he raifed a^ army in England this fummer, 
with which he landed at Calais in Odober, a few 
weeks after the battle of Verneuil. The duke of 
Burgundy was much pleafed with the landing of 
this army, being perfuaded that it was defigned to 
aflift in completing the conqueft of France. But 
how great was his furprife and indignation, when 
he received intelligence that the duke of Glou- 
cefter had marched into Hainault, to take poffef- 
feffion of that country in virtue of his marriage ? 
Being then engaged in celebrating his own nuptials 
with the duchefs dowager of Nevers, he recalled 

his 
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his troops from the combined army in France, A'D.?4.2o, 
and fent them, with bis other forces, to the aflift* 
ance of the duke of Brabant, which foon put a 
flop to the progrefs of the duke of Gloucefter. \ 

Arthur earl of Richmond, difcontented becaufe he 
had been refufed the command of the Engliih 
army, made his peace with Charles, and accepted 
of the high office of conftable of France, vacant 
by the death of the earl of Buchan. He ?iIfo pre- 
vailed upon his brother the duke of Briranny .to 
violate ail his oaths, and enter into an alliance with 
the French monarch. Thefe untoward events pre- 
vented the duke of Bedford from purfuing his vic- 
tory at Verneuil, and loft him an opportunity of . / 
iubduing France, which could never be recover- 
ed "\ Let no nation exult in its fuccefs until it is 
complete, or defpair of Its fafety until it is fub?- 
dued* 

The Englifli miniftry were at variance amongft X .'n 14 15, 
themfelves, as well as with their allies. A quarrel ^^"^^ord 
very early commenced between the duke of Glou-, the En- 
cefter, protedor, and his uncle Henry Beaufort, the nifters^ ** 
. rich and haughty bifliop of Winchefter, which was 
now on the point of producing a civil war. To 
prevent this, the duke of Bedford came over to 
EngUnd in the beginning, of this year ; and after 
many eiForts, a' kind of reconciliation was patched 
up between the protedor and the prelate, by a par* 
liament held at Leicefter in March ''. But this re- 
' conciliation was neither fincere nor lafting, 

*^ Villar, torn. 14. p. 303— 319. Hall, Hen, VI. f, xo, n. 
t- Hall, Hcii,VL f. u-i^ 
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Dilfen- 
fions in 
the court 
of France* 



A. D. 1426. The duke of Bedford, after fpending abou,t a 
A.D. 14*7. year in England, returned to France ; and being 
invafion of P^^Y irritated at the duke of Britanny for his viola-? 
Bfitanny. ^ tion of his moft fblemn engagements at Amiens, in* 
vaded his country, and compelled him to relinquifh 
his late alliance with France, to fweaf once more to 
the treaty of Troyes, and to do homage to the 
king of England, as king of Frtoce, for his domi- 
nions '^. But as both that duke and his fubjefts 
hated the Englilh, and favoured the French, this 
change was the mete effeft of force, and continued 
no longer than that force continued. 

King Charles did not make all the advantage he 
might have made of the ^ifcor4 which reigned 
among the Engfifli ttriiiifters, and between thetfi 
and their allies. His ovfti little court was a fcene 
c^ difcord and intrigue. ' Fond of the pleafures of 
love and friendfliip, he could not live without ^ 
miflrefs and favourite. The martial nobles in ge- 
neral hated the favourites, by whom they were 
treated with very little ceremony ; and the earl of 
Richmond, the conftable, declared open war againfl; 
them. He compelled Charles to banifh Tanna- 
guy du Chatel, and Lduvel, his two great favour-? 
ites ; and he put their fucceffor Giac to d^ath, an4 
caufed Beaulieu to be affaffinated; which Ten- 
dered him exceedingly odious to bis new mat 
ter, and prevented his doing fo mudh fervice ^s 
hecduld and would have done'^ The militaery 
operations therefore, in France, during the] ab*? 
fence of the duke of Bedford, were of little confe? 

!^ Monftrclct, vol. ». p. 3/, 36. »7 VHlar, 1. 14. p.315"— 3»^ 
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xjuence; and the difgraces, rather than advantages, '^^J'^^J* 
.on both fides nearly equal. If tlie conftable Rich- v^i^i^^^^^ 
mond was obliged to raife the fiege of St. James 
de Beuvron, the earl of Warwick, lieutenant for 
the duke of Bedford, was defeated before Mont- 

^rgis *% 

Ever fince th^ invafion of Hainault by the duke War ia 

of Gloucefter and bis duchefs Jaqiieline, the duke 
of Burgundy had employed the ^risateft part of his 
forces in fupporting his coufin the duke of Brabant 
in his poffeffion of the dominions of his unfaithfv^i 
<confort. When Gloucefter returned to England hip 
left his duschefs in Mons ; and flie was foon after 
given up by the 4:itizens of that place to the duke of 
Burgundy, who conduced her to Gant, June 1 5, 
A. D. 1426* In September flie made her efcapie 
from thence, and fled into Holland .; ^hich for two 
years became the feat of war between her and her 
Xubjeds, fuppo^ted by men and money from Eng^ 
land on the one fide, and the dukes of Burgundy 
and Brabant on the other. Jn the mean time a 
procefs was carried on in the court of Rome conr 
ceming her two marriages ; and at length the pope, 
Martin V. pronounced a decree annulling her mar- 
riage with the duke of Gloucefter, and confirming 
that with the duke of Brabant, and declaring t h^ 
/he could not be united to the former even after the 
death of the latter, TJie duke of Gloucefter, noyr 
at laft convinced of his folly, when it was too late 
to prevent the many mifchiefs it had produced, re- 
}in(}uifhed his pretenfions to Jaquelme and her ter* 

?• P, Dance1» torn, 6. 35. 
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A.D.X426, ritories, ^nd married his former miftrefs Eleanora 
\_ ^_f Cobham'% 

Siege of The war in France, which had languifhcd ever 

form-d. iince the battle of Verneuil, was now revived and 
profecuted with vigour ; the parliament of England 
having .granted a liberal fupply for that purpofe, and 
the. fatal difpute about the territories of the coun- 
tefs Jaqueline being ended. Thomas Montagu, 
earl of Salifbury, the mod renowned warrior of 
that age, was appointed, by the duke of Bedford^ 
commander of the Englifli army, to which he 
brought a reinforcement of fix knight bannerets, 
thirty-four knight bachelors^ 600 men at arms, and 
1700 archers *°. The earl, determined to carry the 
war into the provinces beyond the Loire, refolved 
(without confulting the regent, who remained at 
Paris) to make himfelf mafter of the city of Or*- 
leans, which would open him a paflage into thofe 
provinces *^ With this view he befieged and took 
Meun, Jenville, and feveral other places in the 
neighbourhood, and fat down before Orleans, Oc- 
tober 1 2 **. His previous operations had given the 
French fufEcient intimation of his defign; and 
they had deftroyed the fuburbs, repaired the fortifi- 
cations, fuinifhed the place with a numerous gar- 
rifon, and ample ftores of ammunition and provi- 
fion. The baftards of Orleans, Xaintrayls, Liai 
Hire, Fayette, and many of the bravefl; captains 

• • - • • 

. f9 Rym, FcEd. torn. 10. p. 374. Stow, p, 366, 367- 

•oRym. Feed. torn. 10. p. 39Z. *' Id. ibid. p. 408, 

»?M9nftrelet;, torn, a. fo\3?, '** '■ : - 
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in France, threw themfelves into it, determined to *'^- ^ h*^* 
defend it to the laft extremity*\ Thefe circumftan- 
ces rendered the fiege of Orleans an obje£l of anxi- 
ous attention to both parties ; and it was generally 
believed that the fate of France would depend very 
much on the iffue of that.fiege. 

♦ The earl of Salifbury had not an army fufficleht Death of 
to inveft fo great a city as Orleans on all fideis ; he saHlbury? 
^ therefore made his approaches from the fouth ; and 
^ atr.the fecond affault-took the caftle called Tourellesj 
•which defended theibridge over the Loire, Gfto- 
< her 24.* : But this important acquifirion proved fa- 
jtal.to. therEhglifli general, who was mortally 
: wounded by a cafnTiohi.ball, Oftober 27, as he was 
. taking a view of the city from the window of a high 
'tower in the caftle; and being carried to Meun, 
. be died there November 3 **• 

. By the death of the earl of Salifbury, (faith an sicgcoT 
. ancient hiftorian), the duke of Bedford loft his ^^S, 
, right hand, and the fortune of the war was ^^ 
changed* ^ He was fucceeded in the command of 
the army, and conduft of the fiege, by the earl of 
Suffolk, afliftcd by lord Talbot, lord Scales, fir 
John Faftolf, and others* Thefe captains, being 
convinced that it would be impoflible to take the 
city while the garrifon had a free communicadon 
with thQ country on one fide, built a line of re- 
doubts, then called baftiles, at certsdn diftances 
from each other, quite around it. In thefe baftiles 

« Monftreler, 1. 1. fol, 39, »4 Id. ibjd. HalL, Hen, VI. f. tj. 

Vi Id, ibid. Monftrclet, f, 59, 
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A. D. i4aS. t]^ey lodged th^ir troops ; and on fbme of the 
*~ ' ' largeft of them they planted cannon ^*. 

After thefe forts w-ere built, the communication 
B^t'w/ between the city and the country was fo much in^ 
.^krrings. tcrrupted, that the befieged began to dread a 
Scarcity of provifions j and their att^ippts to iiv 
troduce them occafioned many Ikirmifhes, Nor 
did the befiegers enjoy much greater plenty in zn 
fixhaufted country. The regent eolle^ed a great 
convoy at Paris, confiding of between 400 and 500 
carriages, loaded with arms, artillery, ammuni*- 
, tion, and provifions, for the army before Orleans, 
and committing the cond»£ling of it to fir John 
Faftolf, with 1 600 men. They proceeded without 
interruption till they arrived at the village of 
Roveroy, between JenviUe and Orleans; where, on 
February 12, they were met by the carl of Cler-p 
mont, the baftard of Orleans., the conftable of 
Scotland, and other great captains, at th^ head of 
near 4000 French and Scotch troops. As fir 
John Faftolf had timdy notice of their approach, 
he furrounded his little army with his carriages, 
leaving only two paffages, which he guarded by 
bis beft archers ; and in that pofture calmly waite4 
for the enemy. The Scotch and French com- 
manders differed about the manner of the attack ; 
the former infifting that it ihould be made on foot, 
and the other that it ihould be made on horfeback ; 
and each nation followed its own opinion. The 
Scots, difmounting, made a furious attack upon 
the two paffages ; but were repulfed with great 

^^ Monftrelct, f; 39. 
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flaughter by th? Engliih archers. The conftable ^^' '♦^^ 
and his fon being both flain, their troops fell into 
diforder ; and the Engliih, ruiliing out upon tbem, 
obtained a complete vidory. The lofs fell chiefly 
vq>on the Scots, as the French, being generally 
mounted, made their efcape. One hundred and 
twenty gentlemen, and about 600 common foldiers 
of the Scotch and French, fell inthisa6Hon, which 
tvas called ibe battle ofh&rrings^ becaufe the convoy 
brought great quantities of that fift for the ufe of 
the army in Lent •^ 

The French were as much dejefted as the Eng- ProDo&i 
lifli were elated by the event of this adion. King f^^nfre/' 
Charles, now beginning to defpair of bang able jc<^cd. 
to prefcrve Orleans, fent ambafladors to the dukes 
pf Bedford and Burgundy^ at Paris, with a propo^ 
fal to furrender Orleans to th€ duke of Burgundy^ 
%o be kept by him to the end of the war. After 
feveral councils were held on this propofal, it was 
rejeOied ; which increafed the fecret difguft of the 
duke of Burgundy with his Englifh aMies *^ 

The exultation of the Engliih, and deje^kion of Maid of 
the French, on this occafion, were both of Ihort 
duration ; and a moft furprifing change of fortune, 
brought about by the moK improbable means, now 
took place between thefe two nations. This great 
chajnge was not prodyced by the interpofition of a 
mighty monarch, but of a j)oor, obfcure country 
girl. The real aame of this extraordinary perfon 
(to whom the French nxonirchy owes its preferva- 

»7 MpnJlrckt, -f. 42. t« lyij. f. 4^. 
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A.IX T429. tion) was Joan of Arc, better known in hiftory 
by her acquired nam^ of — The Maid of Orleans* 
She was bom. A*. D. 1407, in the pariih of Greux, 
upon the Meufe, in the village of Domprel Her 
parents, being poor, could give her no fortune, 
and little education ; and' (he fpent her youth in 
the fervice of feveral families, particularly of a wi- 
dow who kept an iiin at Neufchatel in Lorrain» In 
this fervice flie often afted as hoftler, and rode the 
horfes to water ; by which fhe learnt to ride. She 
was robuft, aftive, and intrepid ; but nothing very 
uncommon appeared in her character while Ihe was 
a fervant. The fiege of Orleans, the diftreffes of 
the French, and the danger that king Charles was 
ip of lofmg his kingdom, were the fubjects of every 
converfation. Thefe confervations made a deep 
impreffion on the mind of this young woman ; 
and her hatred of the Englifli, and compaffioh for 
the French, were wrought up to the higheft pitch. 
At length, her imagination was fo heated, that (he 
fancied fhe converfed with St. Margaret and St. 
Catharine, who commanded her, in the name of 
God, to go and raife the fiege of Orleans, and coix- 
dufl: king Charles to be crowned at Rheims. Fully 
convinced that fhe was called by Heaven to per- 
form thefe exploits, flie applied to Baudrecourt, 
governor of the neighbouring town of Vaucouleur, 
earneflly requefUng him to fend her to the king at 
Chinon. Baudrecourt believed her to be frantic, 
^nd treated her with contempt ; but her importu- 
nity, the ardour of her looks and language, at 
lafl prevailed upon him to pijt b^r into a man*$ 

drefs^ 
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drefs, to give her arms, and fend her with a letter A.D,i4a^ 
to the king under the condudi: of two gentlemen ^^-^^^^^^ 
and their fervants *'. 

When Joan arrived at court, in the end of Fe- At ccMuct. 
bruary, (he excited much curiofity, but gained 
little credit to her wondrous tale. It was delibe- 
rated two days whether fhe fhould be admitted into 
the royal prefence. Curiofity prevailed : flie was 
admitted j and, with an air of refpeftful freedom, 
'addreffed. the king in thefe words: "Gentle dau- 
** phin, my name is Joan the Maid ; the King of 
** heaven hath fent me to your affiflance : if you 
** pleafe to grant me troops, by the grace of God, 
*' and the force of larms, I will raife the fiege of 
** Orleans, and condufl: you to be crowned at 
** Rheims, in fpite of all your enemies. This is 
*' what the King of heaven hath commanded me 
« to tell you^"".*' Enthufiafm, as well as terror, 
is infedious. Her ^meffage was agreeable, her 
manner afFeding ; and fhe made converts of all 
who heard her. The courtiers, the clergy, the 
parliament, declared they were convinced that 
Joan was commiffioned by Heaven to deliver 
France, and to expel the Englifh. This news, ac- 
companied by many additional and marvellous cir- 
cumftances, flew like lightning over all France, 
and revived the finking fpirit of the nation. This 
intelligence produced a very different effedt in the ' 
Englifh army before Orleans. The foldiers were 
fhuck with difmay and horror at the thoughts of 

»9 Monftrelet, f. 4*. Villar, torn. 14. p. 374—376. 
30 Id. ibid. p. V7* 
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AD. 1429. fighting againft Heaven; and it gave them but 
^^^^ little comfort, when their leaders^ afiured them that 

Joan was only in compaft with the deviU 
jban en- The fiecje of Orleans had continued about feven 

ters Or- 

leans. months ; and the Englifh had conftrufted no fewer 
than fixty forts' around that city, which could ndt 
poffibly have held out much longer ; when a great 
convoy of arms, ammunition, and provHions, which 
had been collected atBlois, was difpatched, April 25, 
to its relief, efcorted by about 5000 men, com- 
manded by hz Hire, the marflial Bouffac, the ad- 
miral Culant, and other brave captains. The 
maid (as Ihe was called), at her own eamefl: re- 
queft, accompanied this convoy, riding in the front 
of the army, nobly mounted, and completely armed,. 
difplaying her ftandard ; which infpired the troops, 
with an ardour for aftion, and a confidence ©f fuc- 
cefs, to which they had long been ftrangers. The 
convoy approached Orleans April 29 ; and after a 
very feeble and fpiritlefs refiftance by the Englifh, 
was conveyed into the city without any lofs. The 
baftard of Orleans was fent out, at the head of a 
powerful party, to introduce their heaven-delegated 
deliverer ; and the maid entered in triumph, amidft 
the loud acclamations of the garrifon and citizens ^'. 

The ficge The French I'emained no longer on the defen- 

of Orleans f^^^^ j^^^ f^njgj ^j^^fl. ^^^^ j^^^ ^j^j ^^^j^ f^^^^ 

of the flirongefl: forts of the Englifli, with great 
flaughter. Though thefe fallies were conduced 
by the bravefl: generals, they wifely gave all the 
honour of their fuccefs to the maid, who accom-^ 

31 Monftrelety f. 44 . printed by miftake, 46. 
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panied them with her ftaiidard, in order to increafe 
the martial emhufiafm of their troops. T^he earl 
of Suffolk, after he had loll 6060 of his men, called 
a council of war, in which it was refolved to raife 
the fiege. This was accordingly done May 8; 
and the Englilh army, greatly difpirited, retired 
into fuch ftrong places in the neigbourhood as 
were in their poflefEon '\ 

By thefe events, the character claimed by the Hiflory 
Maid of Orleans was eftablifhed, both among her Mali con- 
friends and enemiesr Even the duke of Bedford ^^nucd. 
believed that flie poffefTed fupernatural powers; 
though he inclined to think that thefe powers v/ere 
derived from hell rather than from heaven. Thi* 
;;tppears from the following letter of his to the king 
and council of England : " Alle thing there 
profpered for you, til the time of the fiege of 
Orleans, taken in hand, God knoweth by what 
advis. At the which e tytjie, after the adventure 
fallen to the perfone of my coufin of Salytbury^ 
^^ whom God affoille, there felle, by the hand of 
God, as it feemeth, a greet ftrook upon your 
peuple that was afTembled, there in grete nombre, 
*1 caufed in grete partie, as y trowe, of lakke of 
" fadde belive, and of unlevefulle doubce that thei 
^ hadde of a difciple and lyme of the Fiende, 
^* called the Pucelle (Maid), that ufed fals en- 
*^ chauntments and forcerie. The which ftrooke 
*' and difcomfiture nought oonly lefled in grete 
** partie the nombre of youre peuple there, but as 
** well withdrowe th6 courage of the nemenant in 

3* Mpnilr-lct, *: 46. 
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merveilous wyfe, and couraiged youre adverfe 
partie and enemys".** 
Succeffcs The French generals, wifely refolving not to 
Frcucb. allow the ardour of their own troops to cool, nor 
to give the Englifli time to recover from their 
confternation, invefted Gergeaux, Jmie 12, into 
which the earl of Suffolk had retired with about 
1200 men. The town was taken by fcalade: one 
half of the garrifon was killed, the other half, with 
the earl of Suffolk, and one of his brothers, were 
made prifoners^\ Meun and Beaugency foon 
after fhared the fame fate ". At all the fieges 
the Maid of Orleans, aflilled, behaving with the 
greateft intrepidity, and encouraging the troops 
by her words and her example. At the fcalade of 
Gergeaux fhe was wounded on the head, and 
thrown from the top of her ladder into the 
ditch ; from whence fhe cried with a loud and 
animating voice, — *' Advance, advance, my brave 
*' countrymen ; the Lord hath doomed the Englifh 
« to deflruftioii ''.'* 
The co^^ When the French were engaged in the fiege of 
Sic ^iroy/ Beaugency, they received a confiderable reinforce- 
ment by the arrival of the conflable Arthur earl of 
• Richmond, at the head of 1 200 men at arms, be- 
fides other troops, which he had raifed in Britanny. 
The conflable had rendered himfelf fo odious to the 
king, and his prefent favourite Trimoille, by his 
perfecution of the former favourites, that it was 
with difficulty Charles could be prevailed upon to 

3J Rym. Fofd, torn. 10. p. 408. ^^ Monftrclet f. 4^, Hall, f. afi. 
M Id. ibid. 36 villar, 1. 1 o. p. 3 97. 
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accept his fervices, or permit his troops to join the A. 0:1429. 
army, which \(ras greatly flrengthened by that 
junQion"* 

The duke of Bedford^ recovered a little from Battle of 
the aftonifhment into which the late Angular events ^^^' 
had thrown him^ coUefted about 4000 men, and 
fent them to join the remains of the Engtilh army, 
now commanded by the brave lord Talbot. When ' 
this reinforcement^ condufted by fir John Faflqlf, 
joined lord Talbot, they formed an army, which 
the French a few months before would not have 

dared to approach. The French commanders held 
a council of war, in which they confulted their 
oracle, the Maid of Orleans; who cried out,— - 
** In the name of God, let us fight the Englifh^ 
*' though they were fufpended in the clouds ! — ^ 
•* But where (faid they) fhall we find them?— 
March ! march ! (cried fhe,) and God will be 
your guide/**— When thefe fayings were ' 

publiflied in the army, evej^T foldicr became im» • 
patient for adion and confident of viftory. The > , 

two armies met, June 1 8, at the village of Patay " 
near Anvile* In the Englifh army all was difcord 
and confufion, fome infifting that they fliould fight 
en foot, and fome that they fliould fight on horfe-^ 
back; and before any order could be reftored, they 

* 

were attacked with great fury; The brave lord Talbot 
•fought with his ufual firmnefs ; but a great part of 
the ai'my fled without flriking a ilroke, and amongft ' 
others, the famous fir John Faftolf, who was there- 
fore deprived of the garter^ with which he had been 

^ Villar, torn. lo. p. 39?. 
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A. 0.1419. honoured. The French obtained a complete vie* 
tory : 1800 of the Engllfh were killed; the lord* 
Talbot, Scales, Hungerford, and about 100 gelktle> 
men, were taken prifoners ^\ 
Charity Thefe rapid fucceflcs of the French arms greatly 
at Khdms. increafed the fame and influence of the Maid of 
Orleans, to whom they were imputed; and the 
greatefl generals thought it prudent to comply with 
her propofals, even when they did not approve 
them. Having performed her firft promife, by 
raifing the fiege of Orleans, flie now ftrenuoufly 
infifted on the immediate march of the army to 
Rheims, in order to the performance of the fecend^ 
by the coronation of the king in that city. It was 
evidently a dangerous operation, to march a fmali 
army of 10,000 men through a country full of 
ftrong places in pofleflion of the enemy. But every 
danger and difficulty vaniihed before the Maid: 
Charles met with little or no oppofition on his 
' march, and entered Rheims in triumph, July 16, 
where, two days after, he waa ibiemnly crowned 
and anointed, amidit the loudefl acclamations of 
the people ^^. No objeft attraded fo much notice 
on this occaiion as the Maid of Orleans ; (he ftood 
by the king's fide, with her banner difplayed, duiw 
ing the whole ceremony ; and as foon as it was 
ended, ihe fell proftrate at his feet, embraced his 
knees, and v/ith a flood of tears entreated his per^ 
niiflion to return to her former ftation. But Charles 
had reaped fo many advantages .from her prefence» 
and expe£led fo many more^ that he could not be 

» Monftrdct, L 45. *> Id. f. 48. 
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pt&mled upon to grant her that permiflion; and a. 0.1429. 
&e was conArained to remain in the army *^ 

This corotiation of king Charles was far from Many 
bemg a vain unprofitable ceremony. From that rendy/to" 
momeni: the French, evea in thofe parts p( the i^inQ. 
kingdom that were under the dominion of th^ 
Englifh, turned their eyes towards Wm aj tkm 
lawful fovereign and a prince favoured by heaven ; 
&|id in a few days he had the fatisfa£ticm of receivr 
)ng the fubmifllon of Laon, Soiffons, Crefpy, La 
Ferttf-Milofiy Chateau-Thierryi Creil, Coulom^ 
nuers, Provins, and many other ftrong places^ 
whoTe inhabitants had expelled their Englifh and 
Surgundian garrifon^ ^\ 

The duke of Bedford, in the m^an time, was Mil tnry 
hr from being idle. Knowing that king Charles ^i^^' 
had m^^ advances to the dulce of Burgundy, he^ 
})y the.mP^ earneft applications, prevailed upon 
that prince to come to Paris, in the beginning of 
|uly, an4 xe^^Vfr his alliance mth England ^\ The 
duke of Burgundy left Paris, July 1 6, fo coUeQ: 
bi^ tro(^$ ; and two ds^s »ft^ the duke of Bed-^ 
ford let out for NormandVj to i^aifij the forces of 
ihjit province, ^d' to meet his uncle, Hegojry bifiiop 
ff Wmcb^er, and cardi»^J pf England, who ha^ 
junded a* Calais with 5009 «en, w^ally in- 
tended for a croifade agaiaft the Huflites in Bohe^ 
0)ia» t)\tt now to be empbyied in Francie ^^* Bed- 
ford, having raifed iibout 5000 men in Hormandy 
^^nd Picardy, and being joined by the cardinaFa 
army, marched in queft of king Charles, in order 

^ Villar, torn. 14. p. 433, 4« Li. ibid. p. 435* ' 

^' Monftrdct, f. 47. '♦3. Rym, Foed. t. icl p. 43?. 
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to give him battle. From Montreau-fur-Yonne, 
Auguft 7, he fent that prince a challenge to decide 
their important quarrel by a general aftion ; to 
which it doth not appear that he received any an^ 
fwcr **• A few days after, the two armies came in 
fight, near Senlis ; and when they had faced each 
other two days, they feparated without a battle ^K 

The duke of Bedford, finding that he could not 
bring the French army to aftion, marched back to 
Paris, and from thence haftened into Normandy, 
to oppofe the earl of Richmond, conftable of 
France, who had made an inroad into- that pro-, 
vince*^. In his abfence, king Charles made an 
attempt on the capital ; but, after an unfuccefsful 
affault, in which the Maid of Orleans w^s danger- 
oufly wounded, he was obliged to retire, and, 
marching fouthward, received the voluntary fuK 
miffion of feveral towns. Thus ended the military 
operations of this memorable year, in which the 
fortunes of the two contending nations fo entirely 
changed. 

The king of France was not ungrateful to the 
perfon who had been the vifible inftrument of this 
happy change in his condition. He not only en- 
nobled the Maid of Orleans, but alfo her parents, 
brothers, and fifters, extending that privilege to 
all their pofterity of both fexes *^ 

The brave and aftive duke of Bedford, having 

compelled the conftable to evacuate Normandy, 

. returned to Paris to receive the duke of Burgundy, 



44 Monftrelet, f. 3. 

^ Villar, torn. 14- P-447' 
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who entered that city, Sieptember 29, at the head A.D.i4a9' 
of 4000 men. Ejiowing that king Charles had 
made that prince the moil tempting offers to detach 
him from his alliance with England, the duke of 
Bedford granted all he dcfired, to keep him fteady 
in that alliance. With that view, he was confli- 
tuted governor of Paris, and regent for the king of 
England of all the kingdom of France, except 
Normandy, till Eafter^'. After fpending fome 
weeks at Paris in fettling the plan of the next cam- 
paign, the two dukes feparated, feemingly in the 
moft perfeft friendlhip. 

The duke of Bedford, having obferved the great Ad. 1430. 
eflFefts produced by the coronation of king Charles downed 
at Rheims, had importuned the protedor and at London 
council of England, to fend over young king Henry 
to be crowned at Paris. The Englifh council, 
thinking it decent that he fbould firft be crowned 
in England, that ceremony was performed, at 
Weftminfter, November 6, A. D. 1429*^. The 
wealth of England was fo much exhaufted by this 
long and expenfive war, that it required no lefs 
than fix months to raife as much money as was ne« 
ceffary to defray the expences of the king's voyage 
to France ; and this money was chiefly raifed by 
pawning the jewels of the crown, and by extorting 
loans, fome of them fo low as five marks **. At 
length the young king embarked at Dover, April 27, 
A.D. 1430, and landed at Calais the fame day, 
attended by the chief nobility of England, and a 

^ Monftrckt, f. 53. 4» Rym. Feed. 1. 10, p. 436. 

^ Id. ibid. p. 455-"467. 
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^^*^;Jj^- confiderabie number of troops* But many of thefc 
troops were fo terrified by the reports they heard of 
the Maid of Orleans, that they immediatdy de* 
ferted, and returned to England) which obliged 
the duke of Gloucefter to ilTue a procltunatioa 
for apprehending them, wherever they could be 
found '\ From Calais Henry was condu£fced to 
Rouen, where he refided about eighteen months i 
as it appei^rs, from the bed authority, that he waA 
not crowned at Paris till December 17^ A^ D^ 
1 43 1**. The^delay of his coronation proceeded 
from the fame caufe with the delay of his voyage^ 
i^iz. the want of money; and yet all the motiey 
beftowed upon both was thrown away, as they pro» 
duced no good effeft, 
M«id of Soon after the arrival of king Heftiy. in ttt3ihtt^ 
taken"* an event happened which filled the Englifh with 
piiibner. the moft lively tranfporfs of joy. This was the 
capture of the Maid of Orleans, who for feme 
time pad had been the great objeft of their dread 
, and hatred. That intrepid heroine had fought her 

way into the town of Compeigne, which was be* 
fieged by the Englifh and feurgundians ; and on 
the very next day. May 25, Ihe headed a fally, 
which at firft was fuccefsful, but at laft repulfed. 
The Maid, as ^al, placed herfelf in the rear of 
her troops, and frequently faced about 6"n the piir- 
fuers, and j5ut them to a ftand. At length, being 
furrounded, and pulled from her horfe, finding it 

*» Rym. Feed. torn. »o. p. 47«. 

5' Villar, lt>m. If. p. 96. from the rcgiftcr of the parliament of 
'^ Paris. 
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impoilible to efcape, Ihe furrendered herfelf a A.D.us^. 
prifoner to the baftard of Yendome, who delivered 
her to John de Luxembourg, earl of Ligny, com- 
mander of the Burgundian army. The joy of the 
EnglUh and Burgundians on this occaiion was ex** 
ceifive $ and the whple camp refounded with loud 
reiterated acclamations ^^ * There were as great 
rejoicings at Paris, and other places in poffeffion of ' 
the Engliih, as if they had obtained the mofl: de« 
cifive viSory, 

The unhappy Maid, from the firft moment of A.D.f43i. 
her captivity, was ungratefully neglefled by her Her trial 
friends, and cruelly treated by her enemies. The 
duke of Bedford, having bought her from the earl 
pf Ligny for the enormous fum of £ 10,000, and 
an annuity of ^300 to the baftard of Vendome, 
(he was conduced to Rouen, thrown into a dun* 
geon, and loaded with irons. In this deplorable 
ftate Ihe languiflied many months, while her ene- 
mies were contrivinjg the mode of proceeding againft 
Jier, in order to fecure her condemnation. Mef- 
fengers were fent to the place of her nativity, to 
Jnveftigate the aSions of her youth ; but the rer 
ports they brought back were not unfavourable. As 
^ prifoner of war flie was intkled to be treated with 
civility, and either to be exchanged or ranfomed. At 
length a commiffion was granted to the bi/hop of 
Beauvais, brother Martin, vicar general of the inqui- 
(ition, and certain dojftors of the canon law, to try her 
for herefy, foreery, and witchcraft. All her judges 
were zealous in the EnglUh intereft, and determined, 
if poffible, to find her guilty. Thefe judges held 

H 4 their 
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their firft felfion, February 13, A. D. 1431 ; wh^ 
their forlorn prifoner was brought before them, 
loaded with irons, from which Ihe eameftly in-? 
treated them to relieve her, but in vain. In that, 
and fifteen fucceeding feffions, they alked her a 
prodigious number of queftions, many c£ them 
very artful and enfnaring; but though flie was 
quite illiterate, and was not allowed the afliftancc 
of any counfel, fhe anfwered all their queftions in a 
manner fo acute and guarded, that they gained no 
advantage. In a word, they could difcpver no-: 
thing on which to found a fentence of condemna- 
tion, except — that fhe had worn man's clothes and 
arms, and engaged in war — and that fhe perfifled 
in declaring, that fhe believed the vifions fhe had 
feen were real vifions. Her profecutors then la^ 
boured to work upon the two powerful paffions of 
the love of life, and fear of death — ^by painting, in 
the flrongefl colours, the horrors of that fentence 
which was to be pronounced upon her — and by per- 
. fuading her to make a recantation, in order to fave 
both her body and her foul from torment. At 
length, fhe confented to fubfcribe, with the fign of 
the crofs, a folemn promife, never more to bear 
arms, or wear man's apparel ; to which, it is faid, 
feveral other articles unknown to her were added. 
She was then furniflied with the drefs of her ov/n 
fex ; but it was taken away in the night by her 
guards, and a man's drefs put* in its place j of 
which fhe complained bitterly in the morning, and 
continued in bed as long as nature would perpiit. 
When conflrainpd to rife, fhe covered herfelf with 

fome 
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fome part of the man's apparel; on which her a,p.x43i. 
keepers, who had an opportunity of obferving all 
her a£Uons, rufhed into the room. Her judges 
were affembled ; the keepers fwore they had feeu 
her in man's clothes ; a fentence of death was pro<> 
nounced upon her, as a relapfed heretic ; and (he 
was delivered to the fecul^ arm, Co put that fen« 
t^ice in execution. 

This was accordingly done, in the market-place Her cxe- 
of Rouen, May 30, in the prefence of the cardi- ^"^^^"* 
nal of Winchefter, feveral other bifliops, all her 
judges, and an amazing multitude of fpedators* 
On the front of the pile of wood in which flie was 
to be burnt, a tablet was fufpended, with this in- 
fcription : '* Joan, who made herfelf be called the 
** Maid, a pernicious liar, a deceiver of the people, 
*' a forcerefs, fuperftitious, prefumptuous, crUel, a 
** blafphemer^ an infidel, a murderer, an idolater, a 
f* worfhipper of the devil, an apoftate, fchifmatic, 
^* and heretic/' When the Maid appeared, ftill 
loaded with chains, emaciated, dejeded, and bathed . 
in tears, a prieft mounted a pulpit, and pronounced 
a moft virulent inveftive againft the unhappy vic- 
tim about to be facrificed; concluding with this 
hypocritical declaration : — ** Joan, the church can 
protefk you no longer, and now gives you up to 
fecular juftice." The fecular magiftrates were 
fo much affeOied, that they could pronounce only 
the fingle word. Proceed. She was then placed 
on the pile, and reduced to afhes, embracing a 
crofs, and calling on the name of Jefus to hei: laii: 
moment. Thus penihed, in the midft of flames, 

and 
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A- D. 1431. and under a load of calumny, the virtuous, heroic 
^'"^*'*^^ Maid of Orleans, whofe only crime feems to have 
been an ardent, enthufiaftic love of her country, 
which flie prefqrved from a foreign yoke. The beft 
apology that can be made for her profecutors h^^ 
that theii" refentment was inflamed beyond meafure 
by the lofles they bad fuftained — that they really 
believed her to be an agent of the devil— ^d that 
they hoped? by her difgrace and death, to recover 
their former afcendant over their enemies j in which 
they were difappeinted '*. 
Mnft;ir7 The Englifh and Burgundians were obliged to 
1^^' raife the liege of Compeigne, after it had conti^ 
imed fix months. Lagny was befieged three times 
by the £nglifh in vain. The other military ope* 
rations of this year wer? fo trifling, that they merit 
BO attention. 
A-T5.I432. Bo A the contending nations were now fo much 
Conti- exfaaufted by this long, bloody, and e^ppenfive war, 
that they could not bring any confiderable armies 
into the field. They were therefore chiefly em* 
ployed in taking towns and caftles from each other 
by furprlTe, . and in predatory excurfions from their 
feveral garrifons^ Thu5 Chartres was furprifed by 
the French, and Montargis by the Englifh, in thi? 
fpring of this year ; and the open country in the 
feveral provinces was plundered by both parties, an4 
the people reduced to great diflrefs ". The Englifh 
again befieged Lagny twice in the courfe of this 
campaign, but without fuccefs ^*» 

»♦ Villar, toin. t <. p. 33—76. From the irgifter of the proccft. 
<» MOB/trdct. f. 64--S7t ^^ Hail, f, 40, 
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Ami of Burgundy, duchefs 6f Bedford, died at a. d. 143a. 
Fms, November 14, A. D, 143 a ; and her death ^^^^^^^^ 
diSolved the chief tie which united the dukes of ftanding^ 
Burgundy and Bedford. The coolnefs between thelkikcs 
thefc two princes was much increafed by the fudd^n ^[^^^^^^ 
marriage of the latter, in January A.D. 1433* to gundy, 
Jaqueline, daughter of the earl of St. Pol, with- ^.0.1433, 
out cbiifulting the formeh To preYtxit an open 
rupture, the cardinal, bifliop of Winchefter, pre- 
vailed upon them to appoint a ztieeting at St# 
Omct% to fettle all their difputes* But when the 
two dukes came to that place^ in May this year, 
neither of them could be prevailed upon to make '. 
the other the fitft vifit. The cardinal laboured ear- ! 
neftly to overcome this difficulty, but to no pur^ 
pofe ; and they departed without meeting, in mu- 
tual difcontent. The duke of Bedford, on this oc- 
cafion, allowed his pride to overcome his prudence ; 
of which he heartily repented, when it was too 
late ". 

While the people of England were regaled with The Eng- 
the news of frequent vidiortes, and encouraged by contented. 
the profped of fubduing France, they bore the ex*- 
pences of the war without much rqpining; but 
when the tide of fuccefs turned, and the profped of 
conqueft vanished, they became peevUh and difcon- 
tented. The fuppites, obtained from parliament , 
V^ith great difficulty, were quite inadequate to the 
exigencies of the wan This inclined the majority 
of the Engliih council to wifli for peace ; and con- 
ferences were held for that purpofe laft year, under 

57 Monftrelet^ f. 89, 90, 
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A.p.1433. the mediation of the pope, and this year under the 
^'"'^^"'^'^ mediation of the duke of Orleans, who hoped to 
obtain deliverance from his long captivity in Eng- 
land, by being the inftrument of procuring peace. 
But the pretenfions of the Englifh were too high, 
and the conceffions of the French too low, to admit 
of an accommodation *^ 
A. D. 1434. The alliance of the duke of Burgundy with the 
Duke of Englifli againft his own family and his native coun- 
inciined to try, into which he had been brought by the vio- 
Frarice!^ lence of his refentment for the piurder of his fa- 
ther, was neither very natural nor very prudent. 
His refentment was now much abated; and he 
^ plainly perceived that it was not his intereft to fee a 
king of England peaceably feated on the throne of 
France. He had been often difgufted by his Eng- 
liih allies, and was continually folicited by his nearefl 
relations to liften to the plaufible excufes and 
tempting offers made by king Charles. Thefe 
conflderations gradually abated his averfion to 
Charles and his attachment to the Engliih. At 
an interview which he had with his two brothers- 
in-law, the duke of Bourbon and the conftable 
Richmond, at Nevers, to fettle fome family-dif- 
putes, towards the end of this year, he was brought 
to a final refolution to be reconciled to Charles. A 
congrefs was appointed to be affembled next year, 
in the city of Arras ; to which the duke of Bur- 
gundy infifted the Englifh fhould be invited, as he 
had folemnly engaged not to make peace without 

58 Rym. Feed. torn. 10. p. 514' 53^* 556, See. 
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their participation. They were accordingly invited, a.d 1434. 
and accepted of the invitation ^\ 

King Charles appointed no fewer than twenty*- a, 0.1435, 
nine commiflioners to this congrefs, confifting of ^f^^r^a*. 
the greateft lords and prelates, and moft learned 
men of his kingdom ^""^ The king of England 
named twenty-feven commifEoners, of the higheft 
rank and greateft eminence in church and ftate *\ 
The duke of Burgundy, the moft magnificent 
prince of thofe times, appeared in perfon, attended 
by his whole court, and the chief nobility of his 
.dominions. The pope fent the cardinal of the 
holy crofs;^and the council of Bafil, then fitting, 
deputed the cardinal of Cyprus to reprefent them. 
In a word, there was hardly a prince or ftate in 
Europe which did not fend ambaffadors to this con- 
grefs, which was the moft numerous and fplendid 
affembly that had been feen for feveral ages ^*. 

In the firft feflion of this famous congrefs. The Ene- 
Auguft 20, each of the two cardinals, who afted potentia-" 
as mediators, made a fpeech, defcribing the cala- ncs leave 
mities of war and the bleflings of peace, and ear- grci:, 
neftly recommending moderation in their demands 
to the plenipotentiaries of the powers at war, that 
a peace might be concluded. But after they en- 
tered upon bufinefs, it foon appeared, that there 
was no probability that a peace would be made at 
this time between the kings of England and 
France. The French plenipotentiaries propofed — 
to cede to the king of England the provinces of - 

r 
r 
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A. D. f 435. Normandy and Guienne, to be held by homage of 
the crown of France, cm condition that Henry re^ 
linquiihed all his pretenfions to that crown, and 
gaye up all the other places he held in France. 
"The Engliih commiifioners were fo much offended 
at this propofaU which they considered as an in* 
fult, that they did not deign to return any anfwei/ 
to it, or make any propofals of their own, but 
broke off the conferences, and left Arras abrupdy, 
September 6 *^ This was certainly a very impru- 
dent ftep, as it made them appear in an unfavour- 
able light to the other powers of Europe, and iur- 
nifhed the duke of Burgundy with a plaufible pre- 
tence for making a feparate peace with France* 
p^acc^c- As foon as the Englifli plenipotentiaries were 
R^ancc S^^^» thofe of France and Burgundy laboured to 
and Bur- adjuft the terms of rcconciiiation between thefe twp 

xundv* • 

powers. This was not a difficult talk, as the duke 
of Burgundy obtained every thing he could de- 
iire ; and the peace was fealed and fworn with great 
folemnity, at Arras, September 2 1 '*. 
confe. When this peace was proclaimed in the cities of 

,ZtSl^[ France and of the territories of the duke of Bur- 
gtmdy, the rejoicings wer^ exceflive, and continued 
feveral days. But when the report of it reached^ 
England, it excited the moft violent uidignation 
againft the duke of Burgundy, who was loaded 
with the bittereft reproaches for the breach of hia 
alliance. The ^Londoners in particular were to 
much oiraged, that they phindered, and ev^i mur- 
dered, feveral of his fubjefts who refided in that 

* ■ - ' ' 
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dty. The heralds he fent to notify the peace In ^^^:^!t^ 
form, and make an apology for his conduct:, wore 
treated \¥ith great ccmtempt, and fent back without 
an anfwer, which greatly irritated that powerful 
prince, and converted an unfteady friend into a de« 
terniined enemy ^\ 

During the congrefs at Arras, England fuftained ^t^ ^ 
an irreparable lofs by the death of the duke of Bed- of Bed^ 
ford, who expired at Rouen, September 14, deeply ^^ 
affeded by the untoward events which had lately 
happened, and the dread of ftill greater difafters ^\ a. d. U36, 

The council of England, from the beginning of ,^7hc°"* 
this unhappy reign, was divided into two parties ; council of 
the one headed by the duke of Glouceller, and the ani the ' 
other by the cardinal of Winchefter. The animo- ^Jl!5" 
fity of thefe parties, which was very violent, dif- 
turbed the peace of the, country, and obftruded 
the vigorous profecution of the war, Richard 
duke of York was appointed regent of France, by 
the influence of the duke of Glouceftcr and his 
party ; but the other party, who favoured Edmund 
Beaufort, afterwards duke of Somcrfet, the cardi- 
nal's nephew, threw fo many impediments in the 
way, that fix months elapfed before the duke of 
York obtained his commiffi^n. In this interval, 
the city of Paris, and almoft all the other places of 
ftrength in the ifle of France, were loft, bemg eidier 
purchafed, furprifed, or for<:ibly taken, by tijc 
enemy *'. 

«$ Monftrdct, f. 120, lat. « Hall, l^i. ^ - 

^ Id. f.4^, 47, 4?. Moijftrtlct, f, 127. 

The 




Commif- 
fions to 
the dukes 
of Bur 
Kundy and 
York. ' 



Calais be- 
fieged J 
the fiege 
raifed* 



UlStORY OF bRlTAtN. B^^kV, 

The council of England^ efpecially that part of 
it under the influence of the cardinal, difcouraged 
by fo many lofies, and dreading ftill more, became 
fincerely defirous of peace, and gave a commiflio& 
to the duke of York, May ad^ to treat of a truce 
or peace ; and at the fame time gave a commiffion 
to the cardinal of Winchefter, and the duke of 
Burgundy, whofe enmity they had drawn upon 
themfelves by fo many infults, to treat of a mar- 
riage between king Henry and a daughter of king 
Charles, to whom they gave only the name of . 
Charles de Valois ^', Thefe abfurd and fneaking 
commifligns, fo inconfiftent with their haughty be- 
haviour at the congrefs of Arras, and their con- 
temptuous treatment of the duke of Burgundy, 
are a fufEcient indication of the'weaknefs and in- 
ftability of the councils of England at this period, 
and mull diminifti our furprife at the loiSes and dif- 
graces which enfued. 

The duke of Burgundy was fo far from a£li rig 
as a commiflioner of the king of England, that he 
was at this very time raifing a great army, with 
which he invefted Calais, July 19^ The duke of 
Gloucefter, and his party in the council, who were 
always. for a vigorous profecution of the war, hear- 
ing of thefe great preparations, and alarmed at the 
danger of this important place, in a few weeks col- 
leded a fleet of 500 fail, and raifed an army of 
15,000 men, with which he landed at Calais, 
Auguft a» . The duke of Burgundy, now defpairing 
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of taddhg the town, and afraid to venture a battle, ^..1x^36. 
tatfed the fi^e vkh great precipitation, leading bis ^^^ 
^eavy danndn and the greateft part of hiis baggage 
IxelMnd him. Hie duke of Gloucefter purfued 
him, burmng and deftroying the country, and cd- 
lediag a great deal of booty, with which he returned 
to dalais, and from thence to England **. 

The dufce of York having landed in Normandy Military 
in Tune with a reinforcement of 8 000 men, the fP^***' 
ixrar was pufhed with fome degree of vigour, and 
feveral places recovered, which had been taken by 
the ehemy. The brave lord Talbot defeated a 
confiderable body of French troops, commanded 
by Xantrails and La Hire, who had approached 
Rouen, in hopes of bein^ admitted into it, by cer- 
tain citizens, with whom they held a correfpond^* 
ence. Towards the end of the year, he took the 
ftrong town of Pontoife by a ftratagem ; which 
enabled the Englifli to pufli their predatory incur- 
lions to the vqry gates of Paris '% 

(^een Katharine, widow of Henry V. die^ Ja* a.d. 14.37, 
riuary 7, this year. Soon after the death of her re^ '^^ath of 
powned hufband, (be married Owen Tudqr, aWdfh tharinc,*' 
centleman, by whom fhe had three fons, Edmund, ^^" 
Jafper, and Owen. Edmund, the eldeft, was 
created earl of Richmond, by Henry VL A. D. 
1452, and married the lady Margaret, only daugh-^ 
tcr of John Beaufort duke of Somerfet ; by whom 
&e had one Ion, Henry earl of Richmond, after* 

^ Stow, p, 376. Fabian, v. 2. p. i^^ .Sfldnftf^lct^ £13*— U9« 
9* Monftrelet, f. 140. 142. 
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itrards king of England '^ The fuddcnxjefs of 
queen Katharine's fecond marriage, and the very 
inferior rank of her hulband, gave grea.t ofFi^ce to 
her royal relations, and brought hei: into general 
contempt ; but the refpcd which the Englifh mi- 
nifters bore to the memory of their late king, pre- 
vented them from giving Mr.'jTudor any trouble 
during the queen's life. Immediately after her 
death he was committed to Newgate ; from which 
he made his efcape ; but being retaken about a year 
after, he was committed to the tower ^\ 
Military , The dukc of Burgimdy was fo much hanifled 
tiona!" ^y ^^ frequent infurre£tions . of his Flemifli fub- 
je&s, that he €ould give but little aid to his new 
allies. Dreading the refentment of the Englifh, - 
which was much inflamed by his, late attempt upon 
Calais, he earneflly intreated the king of France 
to colkd: his forces, and make the moft vigorous 
eflforts againft their common enemies, promifing to 
favour his operations by a diverfion on the fide of 
Normandy. Roufed from his habitual indolence 
by thefe intreaties, Charles appointed a rendezvous 
of his troops at Gien, in the Ipring of this year ; 
and, putting himfelf at their head, befieged and 
took Landen, .Nemours, and Monflreaw-Faute- 
Yone. At the fiege of this laft place, he gained 
great honour by his activity aAd perfonal courage "• 
Couti- The duke of Burgundy was not fo fuccefsful in 

*^^ • this campaign. About the beginning of Odlober, 

71 Dugdalc's Baron* vol. s. p. 1379 &c. Sandford^s Geneal. p. zSj. 
7^ Stow, p. 376. Rym. Foed. torn. 10. p. 685, 626^'* 
73 Monftrclct, I u.r 
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his generals invefted Crotoy, near Abbevile, a place ^- ^* '437- 
of great importance on account of its ftrength and 
iitiiation ; while the duke, at the head of an army, 
lay ^ear, to prevent his being relieved. The brave 
lord Talbot, having colleded a fmall army of about 
5000 men, marched towards Crotoy. When he 
reached the Somme, he found the. duke of Bur* 
gundy, with his army, on the oppofite bank, ready 
to difpute his paffage. Fired with indignation 
againft that prince, Talbot and his troops plunged 
into the river without hefitation ; which fo intimi- 
dated the Burgundians, that they retired without 
ftriking a ftroke, and immediately after raifed the 
fiege. Having viftualled and repaired the place, 
Talbot made an incurfion into Picardy and Artois, 

_ burning and plundering the country ; arid then re- 
turned into Normandy, loaded with the fpoils and 
glory ^*. 

By the fafHous intrigues which ftill prevailed in Earl of 
the council of England, the duke of York was J^^/^'^f 
deprived of the regency of France,, and Richard France. 
Beauchamp «arl of Warwick isippointed regent 
in his place, July 16". That nobleman having 

' been put back feveral times by contrary winds, 
landed in Normandy in November, with a rein- 
forcement of 1000 men ^ and the duke returned tp 
England, much diicontented ^\ 

France was at this time a fcene of the moft de^-; ,a.d.i438. 

plorable diftrefs and mifery. A deftru£Uve pefti- Sm^*"^ 
lence and cruel famine fwept away a great propQt* 

T* Monftrclct, f. 149, 150. Hall, f. 54. 
7* Rym. Feed, torn. 10. p. 674. 
'* HaJl> f. 54. Stow, p. 377. - 
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A.D. r438. tion of Its inhabitants; while feveral of his jprot 
^^^^"*^ vinces were infefled by great bands, or rather armiea 
of robbo-s, confifting c£ foldiers of fortune, who, 
having no pay, comn^tted the moil horrible ra-* 
vages* England w^ not without its fhare of mi*^ 
fery, being afflifted, at leaft in an equal degree^ 
with the plague and famine "- . Thefe calamities 
produced an almoft total ceffation of hoftilities^ 
Richard the good earl of Warwick, regent of France^ 
died at Rouen, April 30 '*. 

The pope fldU continued his exhortations to 

AD. 1439* r y . • 

Kepotia- P^ce ; which were feconded by thofe of the duke 
twns. of Britanny, — of the duchefs of Burgundy, — and 
of the duke of Orleans, who again offered his me* 
diation, in hopes of obtaining deliverance from hig 
kmg captivity. In confequence of thefe folicita- 
tions, conferences were held this fummer, at a place 
equally diftant from Calais and Gravelines, betweeA 
the plenipotentiaries of England and France. The 
ambaffadors of the pope and the duke of Britanny 
affifted at thefe conferences j the duchefs of Bur-i 
gundy and the duke of Orleans were perfonally pre- 
fent, and laboured wkh great earneftnefs to bring 
about an accommodation, which was to have been 
cemented by the marriage of the king of England 
with a daughter of the king of France. But all m 
vs^in: the Englifh inlifting on the polfeffion of 
Normandy and Guicnne without homage, and the 
French infifting on their holding them by homage^ 
the conferences broke up without effed^'. The 

77 Monftrclct, f. X54. Fabian, an. 1438. Stow, p. 377. 
7« Id. ibid. 79 Rym.Fo^c). torn. IQ. p. 720—735. 
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duchefs of Burgundy, at this congrefs, negotiated a ^-^ ^^^9' 
truce for three years, and a treaty of commerce, be- 
tween the Englifh and the fubjefts and dominions 
of her hu^and '^ This excellent princefs, who 
was fo aftive in promoting peace, was daughter of 
John king of Portugal, and grand-daughter of 
John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, and confe- 
quently a near relation of the king of England. 

The conferences for peace did not interrupt the ^»J»*^fy 

^ ■ r Tfc- Operations, 

operations of war* The earl of Richmond, con- 
ftable of France, inverted Meaux in the beginning 
of July, and obliged the town to furrender, after a 
fiege of three weeks. But the garrifon retired into 
the market place, which was much ftronger than 
the town, and flood another fiege. Lord Talbot 
marched to the relief of Meaux, and found means 
to throw fome troops and provifions into it ; but 
the French camp was fo ftrong, that he could 
neither force it, nor provoke the conftable to battle. 
The garrifon defpairing of relief, capitulated about 
three weeks after the retreat of lord Talbot. The 
conftable was not fo fuccefsful in his next lenter- 
prife, the fiege of Avranches, which he was com- 
pelled to raife, with the lofs of his cannon and 
baggage '\ 

In the beginning of this year, a new ftorm arofe a. d. 1440. 
in France, which threatened that unhappy king- Confpi- 
dom with greater calamities than it had yet in- France. 
dured. Lewis the dauphin, feduced by his own 
^Linbit^ous fpirit, and the perfuafions of certain 

So Rym. Foed. t, ro. p. 736. Monftrelet, f, 169. 
•^ Monltrcitt, f. 166. 
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AD, i440| emlffaries, made his cfcape from the callle of 
Loches, where he refided with his governor the 
earl of March, and was conduced to Moulins, 
where he found the duke of Bourbon, the duke 
of j; Alen9on, the earl of Ven^ome, the lords Tri* 
moille, Chaumont, and feveral other difcontented 
noblemen, with whom he formed a plot for de- 
throning his father. The confpirators fent gentle- ' 
men of theiif party into the feveral provinces, to 
communicate their fcheme to fuch as they hoped 
would join them ; but received very unfavourable 
anfwers. They imparted their plot alfo to the 
duke of Burgundy,, imagining that he ftiU re- 
tained fome refentment againft Charles for the 
alTaflination of his father, j^ut that prince ad- 
vifed them to defifl from (:heir defigp, and make 
their fubmifliop to the king, promifing tp ufe all 
his influpncp to procure their pardpn. Hearing 
that their juftly oflFepided fove^eign was advancing 
towards them^ at the hejid of a powerful army, 
^hey. took this advice. The king refufed to admit 
. ♦ any of the confpirators into ; his prefence, except 
. the dayphin and the duke of Bourbon, who being 
introduced July 1 9, made the moft hnmble fubpiif^ 
lions, and obtained a pardon '*. 
MHitary The Englilh, taking advantage of this qommo- 

f P'*"^" tion, which was much fooner compofed than they 
expefted, plundered Picardy with one army, ^.d 
with another, commanded by the earl of Soinerfet 
and lord Talbot, inverted {larfleur, which had 

^- Mpijilrclet, f. 1 7 1 , 1 7». 

been 
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been taken by the French, A. D. 1432. The 
Knglifh generals, to prevent their being difturbed, 
or any relief thrown into the place, fortified their 
camp with a ditch and rampart, and guarded the 
harbour with a fleet. The garrifon and inhabitants 
made a brave and long defence in hopes of being 
relieved ; and as foon as the dauphin and the duke 
of Bourbon made their fubmiflions, Charles fent 
an army to their relief ; which aflaulted the Englifh 
camp in three places at once ; but were repulfed 
with great flaughter, aild obliged tg abandon their 
enterprife. The garrifon foon after capitulated; 
and Harfleur, the firft conqueft of Henry V. fell 
once more into the hands oi the EngKfh *'. The 
duke of York was again appointed regent of France 
July 2'\ 

Two attempts were made this yfear to put an end Confer* 
to this long and deftruftive war, which had conti- peace. 
nued twenty-five years, and (if we may believe 
the cardinal of Winchefter) had carried oflF more 
men than were at this time both in France ^nd 
England. But in vain; the article of homage* 
proving an obfiacle Dfrhich neither of the two nations 
had the magnanimity to furmount, for the fake of 
a peace of which they flood fo much in need *'• 
• The negotiations for the deliverance of the duke Duke of 
of Orleans from his tedious captivity were more feJ^aUw 
fuccefsf uL Negotiations for that purpofe had been, bcrty. 
carried on feveral years fiivoured by the cardinal 
of Winqhefler and his party, and keenly oppofed 

«J Monftrclet, f. 173. 188. «♦ Rym. F«d. 1. 10. p. 786. 

*$ Id* ibid.p. 724. 756. 767.S00. Sxo. ' 
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A.i^ t^e: jjy the duke of Gloucefter and his adherents. Th« 
^'*'*^*'**^ icardinal having now gained the afcendant in tb^ 
Englifli council, the terms of a treaty for the duke?a 
deliverance were fettled, and prepared for ratifica- 
tion. When the duke of Gloudefter perceived 
that he could not prevent the execution of thi^ 
treaty, he gave in a proteftation againft it, June 2, 
' containing feveral reafons of his diffent ; which werci 
difregarded ^^. By this treaty, which vas figned 
July 2, the duke was to pay a ranfom of 100,000 
nobles, equal in value to 260,000 crowns, at dif- 
ferent terms. He engaged alfo to ufe hi? mofi 
fcafncft endeavours to bring about a general peace j 
in which, if he fucceeded within twelve months, 
ail the money he had paid for his ranfom was to be 
ireturned, and the reft remitted . . Several months 
ilapfed before aU the fecurities for the ranfom, and 
ibme other matters, were finally fettled. At length 
the duke was condufted to Calais, and from thence 
to Gravelms, w^^rc he was fet at liberty, Novem- 
ber 12, .after a melancholy captivity of twenty-five 
years, in an enemy ^s country,' at a great diftance 
from his family, his friends, and hiis princely for- 
tune, which was ahnoft ruined by the war ^'. 
A.D.1441. "The great popularity of the duke of Orleans, 
oplrat^^ on his arrival in his native country, after fo long aii 
tions. abfence, gave' umbrage to the court of France, 
and put it but of his power to bring about a peace. 
The war coritinued, and was even carried on witli 
more vigour than in'fojne preceding years. Kii^ 
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Charles, roufed from his habitual indolence, put ^^ y 
himfelf, with his fon the dauphin, at the head of 
his troops, and having taken Creil in the month 
of April, about the middle of May he inveftcd 
Pontoife with an army of j 2,000 men, Thi^ 
was a place pf great importance, on account of its 
ftrength and fituation, which made him pufli the 
iiege with the greateft ardour. But he met with 
An obftinate reiiftanc^ ; and the renowned lord 
Talbot found means to throw fuccours into .the 
place three different times ; which enabkd the gar- 
rifon to hold out feveral months* The duke of 
York, regeht of France, having collefted an army 
pf about 8000 men, marched, Auguft 15, from 
Rouen towards Pontoife, When he approaqhed 
that place, he challenged the king of France to a 
pitched battle ; which that prince declined ; and 
believing it impoifible for the Englifli army to pafs 
the river Oyfe without boats, he continued the 
(lege. But the duke of York paffed the river by a 
jlratagem, 2Uid marched towards the French camp ; 
which fo much aftbnifhed Charles, that he retired 
with great precipitation. The duke, finding it 
impoflible to bring the French to' a general action, 
yiftualled and recruited the garrifon of Pontoife,' 
and then returned with his army into Normandy. 
When Charles entered Paris he met with a very 
cold reception, and plainly perceived, that his. late 
retreat had greatly diminiflied both the efteem and 
affection of his fubjedls; which determined him 
immediately to return to Pontoife, and reiiew the 
iiege* The king appearing foremoft in every 
'^ ' danger^ 
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A. D. I44T. danger, fo animated his troops, that the town was 
^'^'^^^"^ taken by ftorm, 500 of the garrifon put to the 
fword, and about the fame number taken prifoners* 
By this conqueft Charles recovered his reputation ; 
the French were greatly elated, and the Englifh no. 
lefs >iifcouraged *'• 
Trial of I'he court of England was at this time a fcene of 
chef«"of the moft violent faftidn. The cardinal of Win- 
Giouccf- chefter, who had fpies in* the family of his rival 
the duke of Gloucefter, being informed by one of 
them, that the duchefs had private meetings with 
bne fir Robert Bolingbrokc, a prieft, who was 
reputed a necromancer, and Marjory Gourdimain, 
commonly called the Witch of Eye^ commanded 
them all to be apprehended, and accufed of trea- 
fon ; pretending that they had made an image of 
the king in wax, and placed it before a fire, that as 
the image melted, the king's (trength and flefh 
might decay, till it was quite dellroyed. Such an 
accufation would only have excited laughter in a 
> more enlightened age, but was then treated as a* 

moft ferious affair. The duchefs was examined by 
the two archbiihopsr and feveral other prelates ; 
and folemnly^ tried by the earls of Huntington, 
Stafford, Suffolk, Northumberland, &c. ; and 
though no evidence was produced at her trial, of 
the image of wax, or of any thing that had the lead 

relation to treafon, fhe was fentenced to do public 
penance in St. Paul's, and two other churches, on 
three feveral days, and to be imprifoned for life; 
A cruel and unjufl fentence, which was didated by 

party^ 
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party-rage, and executed with the greateft ngour**. 
Bolingbroke, who was a mathematician, and on 
that account reputed a magician, was condemned 
to death, and executed at Tyburn. Marjory Gour- 
dimain was burnt in Smithfield *'. 

The Englifli army in Guienne had befieged a,d, i44». 
Tartas (a ftrong town belonging to count d* Albert) ^^^^ "' 
feveral months ; and the garrifon capitulated ia 
January this year, -agreeing to furrender the 
town, if it was not relieved on or before June 24. 
Charles, determined to preferve a place of fo great 
importance, the negleft of which would have 
difgufted count d' Albert, and the nobles of thofe 
parts, appointed his troops to afiemble at Thou- 
loufe in May ; arid marching from thence at the 
head of a gallant army^ compofed of the nobility 
of the fouthem provinces, and their followers, ar- 
rived before Tartas at the time appointed ; and no 
Englifh .army appearing, the hoftages which had 
been given for the furrender of that place were 
reftored '*. Charley having fo fihe an army, be- 
fieged and took feveral towns, as St. Severe, Ac- 
ques, Mermandc, and Reole'^. 

While king Charles remained in thofe parts, Charles 
he obtained another great advantage. Margaret coucTyof 
countefs of Cominges had been confined in prifon Comings 
twenty-two years, by the earl of Armagnac and 
her own hulband, Matthew earl of Fezenfaquet, 
who divided the county between them. , The coua- 
^efs, in her confinement, made a will in favour of 



9» Stow, Annal p. 382, 
M ^qnflrekt. i\ 196. 



9^ Id. ibid. 
»? Id, f. J97. 



the 



124 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. BookV* 

A. n, i44f . the king of France, of which that prince having 
^^^^^'^^ received intelligence, he delivered Margaret from 
jprifon, and took poffdfion of that part of the 
county which was held by the earl of Armagnac* 
That haughty and potent earl was fo much enraged 
at this, and fbme other affronts he had received 
from Charles, that he determined to revolt ; and 
fent meffengers to the court of England, to pro- 
pofe an alliance, and to offer one of bis daughters 
to the young king in marriage. This propofal 
was eagerly embraced by the duke of Gloucefter ; 
and fxr Robert Roos, fccretary Bickington, and 
Edward Hull, were fent to conclude the alliance 
and marriage '*. But all the counfels of the court 
of England at this time were betrayed by fafkion. 
The cardinal of Winchefter and his party dreaded 
nothing fo much as a queen in die intereft of the 
duke of Gloucefter, and to prevent it, probably 
conveyed fome hints of this intrigue to Charles, 
who fell upon the earl, reduced his whole country, 
and took him and all his family, except his eldeft 
fon, prifoners ^^ 
Miiftaiy TheEnglifli, unable to make head againft king 

Son^!' Charles in the fouth, endeavoured to create a di- 
verfion in the north of France. The duke of York 
fent lord Willobey, with a body of troops, to 
plunder the country about Amiens ; while he, at 
the head of an army, made an incurfion into An- 
jou and Main, burning and deftroying the fmall 
towns and villages. Towards the end of. the year 
' both thefe armies returned to Rouen, loaded with 

J'i Rym. Feed. torn. ti. p. 6— S. 95 Hall, f. 64. 
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booty, but xitdthoat having made any important A,r>. m4«- 
conqueft. The lord Talbot, who had been created 
earl of Shrewfbury, March 20,. this year, landed 
in Normandy, with a reinforcement of 3000 men ; 
with which, and fome other troops, he befieged 
Dieppe, in November. But he foon found that his 
vmy was too fmall to take the place by force : he 
therefore converted the fiege into a blockade ; the 
care of which he left to his natural fon, a young 
man of great hopes, and went to Rouen, Soon 
after his dep^ture, the dauphin, at the head of a 
confiderable army, attacked the Englifti troops 
before Dieppe, and obliged them to retire *'*. 

The political campaign between the two parties .l^ifrutci 
in the Englifh council was as warm this year, as council of 
the military one between the two nations in the field, ^"S**^<*- 

The duke of Gloucefter gave in to the king and 
council im accufation of high treafon againft his a. d. 1443, 
great adverfary, the cardinal of Winchefter, coni 
filling of fourteen articles. The moft capital of 
tfaefe articles were, that the cardinal, in conjunc* 
tion with his great confident John Kemp, arch- 
biflie^ of York, had taken poffeffion of the king'i 
jperfon, and of all Ms power ; and that he had 
cheated the king and nation of immenfe fums of 
money. Botli thefe articles, as well as feveral 
elb^rs, were unqueilionlkbly true, and could ^afily 
have been proven. Tht council, which confifted 
^Shi^fly of the cardinaPs creatures, declined giving 
may advke or opinion ; and the cardinal extricated 
himfeif in his ufual way, by procuring a full piirdan, > 
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A.D. 1443- from the king, of all the treafons and crimes he had 

ever committed '^ 
A. D. 1444* The two powerful and flourifliing kingdoms of 
l^lxi^^ France and England had fuffered fo much from 
England this lonff and moft deftruftive war, that they be- 

andr ranee. . ^ 

came the objefts of univerfal pity ; and almoft all 
the princes and ftates of Europe laboured to pror 
cure a peace between them. The duke of Orleans, 
who now poffeffed that place in the confidence of 
his fovereign to which he was intitled, promoted 
the fame end with the greateft zeal. Ifabel duchefs 
of Burgundy, in the name of the duke her huf* 
band, concluded a truce, for an indeterminate time, 
with Richard duke of York, regent of France, 
April 23, A. D.I 443*'. Plenipotentiaries frdnl 
the kings of England and France met at Tours, 
to fettle the terms of a perpetual peace, or long 
truce. William de la Pole, earL of Suffolk, was 
at the head of the Englilh negotiators, and the 
duke of Orleans at the head of thofe of France. It 
foon appeared, that a final peace could not yet be 
obtained ; and therefore the plenipotentiaries con- 
cluded a truce. May 28, A. D» 1444, between the 
two kings and their allies on both fides, from that 
time to April i, A. D. 1446, during which period 
the conferences for a peace were to be continued "^ 
By feveral fubfequent treaties, this truce was pro- 
longed to April I, A. D. 1450 '**. 
King The earl of Suffolk, prefuming upon the pto- 

contraA- tedion of his great friend the cardinal 6f Win- 

97 Hall, f. 61—64. Ryn>^ Fad. torn. 1 x. p. ao. 
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chefter, engaged in another negotiation, for which 
he doth not feem to have had any proper authority, 
and in which he was unfortunately too fuccefsful. 
This was a treaty of marriage between his mafter 
king Henry and Margaret of Anjou, daughter, of 
Reni, titular king of Sicily, Naples, and Jeru- 
falem, and duke of Anjou, who, with all thefe 
pompous titles, was the pooreft prince in Europe. 
From his three kingdoms he derived not one far- 
thing of levenue ; and almoft all his hereditary 
eftates were in the hands of the Englifli, or mort- 
gaged to the duke of Burgundy (to whom he had- 
been a prifoner) for his ranfom. With this prin- 
cefs, therefore, no fortune could be expefted. But 
that was not the worft ; for the king of Prance, her 
uncle, demanded and obtained a folemn engage-* 
meat, that the king of England, in confideration of 
this marriage, ihould furrender all .the places he 
held in Anjou and Main to the duke of Anjou, 
and his brother Charles earl of Main, who was 
king Charles's favourite and prime miniften As 
foon as the earl of Suffolk had concluded this fatal 
contraft, he haftened into England to procure its 
ratification '*". 

When this contrafl: (which had been contrived The con. 
by .the cardinal of Winchefter arid the earl of Suf- provccfTri 
iblk, in order to have a queen in their intereft, and ^®"'^*'' 
indebted to them for Jier elevation) was laid before 
the Englifli council, the earl, in a long fpeech, 
magnified the high, birth, the greaf beauty, and 
adniirable accomplifliments of the princefs, which, 

••1 Hall, £ 65, Stow, p. 3S3, 384. 
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A. n. 1444. he faid, were more valuable than all ttie gold aiu! 

^"^'^^'*^^ filver in the world ; and reprefented further, that 
by her near relation to the king, queen, and primes 
minifter of France, flic would procure a fpeedy 
and honourable peace. The young king was as 
much pleafed, as one of his monkifh chara£ker 
could be, with the defcription given by the earl of 
the charms and endowments of his intended bride. 
The cardinal and his party in the council applauded 
this iranfaftion in the ftrongeft terms. In a word, 
it met with no oppofition but from the duke of 
Gloucefter, who plainly difcemcd its tendency, 
and the defign of its promotfers. That prince af- 
' firmed, that the king was already folemnly con- 
trafted to a daughter of the earl of Armagnac, 
who, being now reftored to his eftatee, was ready 
to perform the conditions of the contraO: : that by 
adhering to this engagement, which could not be 
-violated without diflionour, the king would obtain 
an amiable confort, an ample fortune, and a power- 
ful ally. But thefe objeftions were difregarded : 
and this oppofition anfwered no other end but to 
inflame the refentment of. Margaret agalnft the' 
duke, and increafe her attachment to his ene^ 

«ues'^. 
4I> i44>S' Stilt further to ftrengthen their party, the car«- 

^^'^ dinal and Suffolk perfuaded the king, who wa6 

whoHy under their dire&ion, to confer adcfitioaadi 

jio^ours on fcune of the moft powerful of the m^ 

bility. John Holland earl of Huntingtim, was 

flgiade du^ of £set»r ; Humphrey earl of Staibrd^ 
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duke of Buckingham ; Henry de Beauehamp earl a« p> 1443 > 
of Warwick, duke of Warwick, and king of the 
Ifle of Wight "°^ ; the earl of Suffolk was created , 
marquis of Suffolk, and fent, with a fplendid traiid 
of lords and ladies, to cond^^ the future queexi 
into England^ where^ in an evil hour, fhe landed^ 
April A. t). t445, and was married to the king 
at Southwich, in Hampfhire, on the 22 d of that 
month and crowned with great pomp^ at WeftmiiJt- 
fter, Mky 30 '***. . 

The cardinal and Suffolk fodn fduiid, that the ckraadf 
queen they had chofen was admirably fitted for quecm 
promoting the felfifh ambitious ends which they 
had in viaw. By her beauty and addrefs, fhe 
gained an entire afcendant over her weak and 
duftile hufband. He refigned the reins of govern- 
ment into her hands ; which fhe, bring naturally 
bold, a^ve, and ambitious, grafped with eager- 
jiefs. Knowing to whom fhe was indebted for he* 
elevation, fhe entered keenly into all their projedls^ 
and adopted all their pailions, particularly their 
hatred of the duke of Gloucefter. That jprinceat* 
tempted to efface the unfavourable impreffions hit 
pppofition to her marriage had made upon her 
mind, by meeting her on her road to London with / 
500 of his followers in one livery. But in vain 1 
his deftrudion was determined by Margaret and 
jier confidents ^""^ 

The queen and her friends being liOW in the ze» a. d. 1441 

nith of their power and popularityj they procured Suffolk'* 

^ condttft 

•w Rym. F«d. 1. 11. p. 49. Dqgdale 8 Baron, vol i. p. 44S. 
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A,ax44^ irvMn p«rliau^ent a large fupply, and Ac repeal^of 
]j^^^^ an aift made in the reign of Henry V.—" That no 
bypariia- fr peace Ihotjid be made with the dauphin of 
f ' France^ without the aflent of the three eftates ia 
*• parliament *f^.** Encoun^ed by this fucccfs, the 
piarquis of Suffolk made u long and pompous 
' harangue in the houfe of peers, June 22, A. D. 
1446, extolling his ownwifdom, zeal, and fuccefs* 
In negotiating the truce with France, and the king's 
marriage, and requefting their approbation of his 
cdndudl in thefe weighty affairs; which was granted. 
Qn the day after he made a iimilar harangue and 
requeil in the houfe of commons; and, on the 
a4th, ^William Burghly, their fpeaker, attended by 
many of the members, went up to the houfe of 
peers, where the king "was feated on his throne, 
and in the name of the commons of England^ de- 
fired the concurence of the lords in petitioning the 
king to reward the marquis of Suffolk for his me* 
ritorious fervices. This was granted ; and all the 
members of both houfes,- on their knees, prefented 
the petition to the king, which was gracioufly re- 
' ceived, and favourably imfwered ''''. How different, 
in a few years after, were the fentimeiits of parlia- 
ment on t^efe fubjeds. 
A. D. 1447. The queen, the cardinal, and Suffolk, thinking 
^**^k^ they might now attempt and execute any thing wiA 
ofjjiou- impunity, determined to rid themifelves of their 
rmoft formidable adverfary the duke of Gloucefter. 
The laft parliament had been fo obfequious, that 

. *•* Parliament Hift. toL h. p. 141. 
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they feem to have imagined they could procure his a.d,i447' 
legal condemnation. With this view a parliament 
was fummoned to meet at St, Edmundftury, Fe- 
bruary lo, A. D. 1447. The duke dreading no 
danger, came from his caftle of the Devizes, with 
a fmall retinue, to the place appointed. At the 
opening of the parliament every thing was tranfafted 
. in the ufual form, and nothing appeared^ to excite 
.fufpicion. But on the next day the lord Beaumont, 
conftable of England, attended by the duke of 
Buckingham, and feveral other peers of Suffolk's 
party, arrefted and imprifoned the duke of Glou- 
cefler, feizing at the fame time all his attendants, 
and committing them to different prifons. The 
courtiers gave out, that the duke had formed a 
confpiracy to kill the king, and place himfelf on 
the throne ; to deliver his duchefs from prifon, and 
make her qu^en of England ; and that he was to 
be immediately brought to trial for high treafon* 
But finding that this improbable tale, of which they 
could produce no evidence, met with no credit, 
they changed their plan, and refolved to difpatch 
him privately, rcther than bring him to a public 
trial. Accordingly, fome time after his commit-^ 
ment, he was one morning found dead in his bed, 
though he had been ' in perfed health on the pre- 
ceding evening. His dead body, which had no 
marks of violence upon it, was expofcd to the view 
of the parliament and of the people, \o perfuade 
them that he had died a natural death. But in this 
they had but little fuccefs ; for though the feveral ' 
reports that were circulated concerning the manner 
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^^Jj[^ of his death were probably no better than mere 
conjeftures, it was univerfally believed that he had 
fallen a vi£tim to. the malice and cruelty of his 
three capital enemies ; who on that account became 
the objedls, of public hatred *'*. One of the moft 
inveterate of thefe enemies, the rich, cunning, and 
ambitious cardinal of Winchefter, did not long 
furvive him, dying, April 1 1 , in great horror, and 
bitterly reproaching his riches, becaufe they could 
not prolong his life "^. 

The queen After the death of the duke of Gloucefter and 

4 0^ 

folk odu the cardinal of Winchefter, the marquis of Suflfolk 
*^"*' became the fole minifter of ftate, and great fa- 

vourite of the queen. To filence the clamours of 
the people againft Suffolk, for the furrender of 
Anjou and Main, in confequence of the queen's 
contrafl: of marriage, which he had negotiated, the 
king iffued a proclamation, June i8, declaring his 
entire approbation of his conduft in that tranfac- 
tion"**: a fhallow device, which could have little 
or no effed. The queen and her favourite were 
ftill more feverely cenfured by the public, for the 
murder of the duke of Gloucefter j and the method 
they took to free themfelves from thofe cenfures, 
had a tendency to confirm them. Several of the 
duke's friends and followers were tried before the 
marquis of Suffolk, and fpme other commiflioners 
of his party, and found guilty (upon little or no 
evidence) of the higheft fpecies of high treafon, a 
confpiracy to kill the king, and place the duke of 

'^» Hall, f. 69. Stow. p. 386. Continuatio Hift. Croyl. p. s^'W 
"« Hall, f. 70. "o Rym. Foed. torn. 11. p. 17*. 
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Glouceiler on the throne. But Suffolk, finding 
that he had gone too far, and that the execution of 
fo many gentlemen, who were univerfally believed 
to be innocent, would greatly inflame the public 
hatred againil him, procured them a pardon ; for * 
which he could invent no better reafon than this, 
" That the king, from his cradle, had a fingular 
veneration for the glorious and immaculate Vir- 
gin Mary the mother of God;'* and becaufe 
the feail of her AITumption was near at band, he 
pardoned thofe gentlemen, who, with many others, 
had confpired to deprive him of his crown and 
life"'. This ridiculous reafon convinced all the 
world of their innocence, and of the guilt of thofa 
who had firfl condemned them, and afterwards pro* 
cured their pardon. The indecent hafte and rapa- 
city with which the queen and Suffolk feized on ' 
the great eftates of the duke of Gloucefter, or be- 
ftowed them on their creatures, rendered them juftly 
and completely odious "% 

. Though Richard duke of York, on his ' return The duke 
from France, after the conclufioa of the late truce, ^fpif^J^tj^ 
had his condud as regent of France approved by the crown. 
the king and council, and received a new commifiion 
of regency for five years longer ; the queen and 
Suffolk, fufpefting that he would obftrud the fur- 
render of Anjou and Main, deprived him of that 
high office, and beftowed it on Edmund duke of 
Somerfet"^: an injury of which they foon had 
reafon to repent. For the duke of Y^rk, irritated 

■" Rym. Feed. t. ii. p. 17S. »»» W. ibid. p. 155- 158. 
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A.D. 1447^ j^i ijijg afiront, and encouraged by the weaknefs of 
the king, and the mifcondu& of the queen and Suf- 
folk, began to caft his eyes upon the crown, em* 
ploying emiflaries in all parts of the kingdom to 
explain his right, extol his merits, and repre&nt the 
neceflity of a revolution in his favour. This had a 
great effeft, and foon produced thofe bloody wars, 
between the houfes of York and Lancafler, which 
brought England to the brink of ruin. 
A. D. i44«. The king of France did not forget to demand 
of Tnjou the furrender of the provinces of Anjou and Main, 
9nd Main. ^ ftipulated in the marriage-contrad of the queen 
of England; and that demand was one caufe of 
thofe calamities Xhat were crowded into the fubfe*- 
qtient years of this unhappy reign. For though the 
queen and her favourite Suffolk were fuffici^itly 
difpofed to furrender thofe provinces, the people of 
England loudly exclaimed againfl it ; and the Eng** 
lifli troops, which had them in their poffeffion, were 
very unwilling to give them up ; and fome of them 
obftinattely refufed to do it till they were com^ 
pelled by force'"*. 
Breach of When thefe trpops (particularly the garrifon of 
the truce. Mans, which had been inoft refradkory) arrived in 
Normandy, they met with a very cold reception, 
and could obtain no eftablifhment, which induced 
about 2500 of them$ commanded by fir Francis 
Surlenne, a foldier of fortune, late governor of 
Mans, to feize the rich trading town of Fougier^ 
isx Britanny, and to procure fubfiftence by plunder* 

. ?H Monftrrfct, torn. 3. f. 5, 
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ibg the furrouikdiBg counby. The duke of Bri<- Af9->44^ 
taiinj, juftly enraged at this infradion of the truce, ^'^^^^^^^ 
in which he iras included as an ally and vaflal of 
die king of France, demanded reparation of the 
injury from the duke of Somerfet, who. returned it 
Ibfi anfwer, promifing repsffatimi* But as this 
was noi: immediately performed, the duke of Bri-* 
tanny carried his complaints^ to the king of France^ 
who demanded inunediate fatis&£tion, in a moit 
pen^mptory tone ; and that this might not be eafily 
given, he eitimated the damages fuftained by the 
duke of Britanny at i ,600^000 crowns. The duke 
of Somerfet, idibing to avoid a rupture, for which 
he was not prepared, propofed a conference, ia 
order to an agreement* A conference was' accord- 
ingly held at Louviers ; but broke up without any 
jiccommodation "^ 

King Charles, having fpent f^ve^ years in a.d. 1449 
making preparations for war, was now in perfeft L-J of 
readme^, and invaded Normandy, in July and nundy, 
Auguft, with four different armies. It would be 
equally tedious smd perple^g to trace thefefe* 
veral armies in their progrjcfs. It is fuffident td 
iay, that it waji very rapid, and they met widi' 
very little reflftance. The fortifications of the town§ 
and caftka were in bad repair } they were not pro* 
perly ftored with provifions, arms, and ammuni- 
tion J the gs^rrifons were ill paid, and worfe dif« 
ciplined ; and the inhabitants were violently difafr 
feded to the Englifh government. Some go^ 

•'I M»nfirelet, tool J. £ 7; HaU»f.7<». 
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A. D. •449. Tffnon were abfent j • others 'were fondgners, and 
ibidiers of fortune, and either changed fides, or 
fold the places which they commanded to the enemy* 
In a word, the far greateft part both of Upper and 
Lower Normandy changed mailers in lefs than 
four months ; the duke of Somerfet remaining all 
that time at Rouen in a kind of political ftupor, 
without increafing the garrifon, repairing the 
works, laying in provificms, or doing any thing 
to enable him to refift the approaching ftomu 
Charles, encouraged by his own furprifing fuccels, 
and the ftrange mfatuation of his enemies, inyefted 
that capital, in the begmnmg of 0£kober, with an 
army of 50,000 men. The Englifh garrifon con* 
filled of about 2000 ; a force quite inadequate to 
the defence of fo great a city, efpecially as the d,^ 
tizens were as hoftile as the befiegers^ For after- 
they had failed in an atten^pt to betray the place to 
the enemy, they took up arms, drove the diike of 
Somerfet, with a great part of the garrifon, into the 
palace, and compelled him to confent to a moft 
diihonourable capitulation ; by which he not only 
furrendered Rouen, but alfo Arques, Caudbec, 
Tankerville, Plfle-Bonne, Honfleur, and Mon- 
fter-Villiers, on condition that he and the Englifli 
garrifon fliould be allowed to go where they plealed ; 
ieavfng the brave Talbot earl of Srewlbury, and 
feveral young noblemen, hoflages, till all the tpwns 
were given up. All thefe towns were accordingly 
evacuated, except Honfleur, which was befieged 
3^nd taken, February |8, A. D. 1450"% The 

>•) MoBftr^kt, I S-T-2I. HaB, £ 7%. 
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French, very wifely refolving to profecute their a. d. 1449. 
good fortune, and to give the Englifli no time to ^ ' 
recover from their confternation, carried on the 
war through the winter, the next fpring, and- fum- 
mer, without intermiffion, till they had driven their 
enemies entirely out of Normandy. Cherbui^, the. 
laft town they held in that country, furrendered^ 
Auguft 12, A. D. 1450"^ Thus, in one cam-> 
paign, and almoft without a ftruggle, the Englifli 
loft the large, fertile, and populous province of 
Normandy, containing above 1 00 fortified towns, 
and that only a few years after they had a probable • 
profpedl of fubduing the whole kingdom of France. 
So precarious is the profperity of nations, as well 
as of particular perfons, and fo much doth it de- 
pend (under Providence) on the wifdom, virtue, 
and valour, of thofe who have the adminiftration 
of their affiurs. 

The lofs of Normandy, and of feveral places in a. d. r45a!, 
Guienne ;• an infurreftion in Ireland, to quell which infurrcc- 
the duke of York had been fent ; together with the 
oppreffions committed in the internal government 
of the- kingdom, had greatly increafed the difcon- 
tent, and inflamed the' rage of the people of Eng- 
land againft the queen and her favourite (who had 
lately been created duke of Suffolk), to whom all 
thefe loffes and oppreffions were imputed *'^. Thefe 
difcontents foon broke out into afl:s of violence and 
rebellion. In the beginning of this year, January 9, 
Adam Molyns, bilhop of Chichefter, and keeper 
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^^^2;^*5^ of ^ privy fcai, a creature of the duke of Suffi>lk^ 
was murdered by the populace at Portfmoutfa "\ 
YfliSam Afcough, bifhopof Sadifbury,. another of 
Ae duke's agents, foon after ffaared the iame fate^^V 
One Thomas Thany, a fuller, nicknamedBlue-beardy- 
excited an infurre<&ion m Kent, which was £xm 
luppreflbl, and Thany, with fome others, were ex* 
ecuted at Canterbury, 9th February '*'. 
Trial of A parliament had been fmnmoned laft year, but 
5 SuffTk ^^ '^^^ feveral times prorogued, without doing 
any bofinefs. It met at Weftodinfter, January z%^ 
this year; and on the 2Sth of that month, the 
fp^er and members of the houfe of commons 
appeared in the houfe of lords, and accufed the 
duke of Suffolk of high treafon, and, in particu« 
lar, that he had fold this kingdbm to the French ^ 
on which the duke was committed to the tower* 
On February 7, the chancellor and the fpeaker 
gave to the king jui parliament a formal accufation 
of the duke, confifting of nine articles ; and on 
the 9th of March, the commons, by their fpeaker^ 
exhibited a further accufation of high crimes and 
mifdemeanours, containing fixteen articles. Oc^ 
the 1 7th of that month, the duke being brought 
&ito the houfe of lords, the king feated oa the 
tSirone, the chancellor aiked him, how be would be 
tried ; to which, profeiling his innocence, he re-^ 
plied, that he referred himfelf entirely to the king's 
award. Upon this, the chancellor, by the king^s 

command, without confulting the peers, pronounced 

/- 
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upon him a fentcnce of banifliment from aQ the ^;^:Ji^ 
king's dominions for fiw years '". This irregular 
mode of proceeding was adopted, to preferve the 
did^e from being found gnihy of high tr^on by hia 
peers ; which would have been the confequence of a; 
regular triaL 

SnflFolk, being fully convinced that he could not: ^^^^^^ 
be fafe in England, where he was univerfally hated, 
made hafte to go into.banifhment, and embarked 
at IpTwich, May 3. But his enemies, who had 
watched all his motions, determined that he ihould 
not efcape. He was overtaken at fea by a fhip be* 
longing to the duke of Exeter, called the Nitolat 
if the Tower^ whofe captain boarded the dafce's^ 
ftiip, feized his perfon, brought him back to Dover, 
ftruck oflf his head on the fide of a cock-boat, and 
left his mangled remains upon the beach '*^ In 
this ignominious manner periflicd William de la 
Pole, duke of Suffolk, who was certainly one of 
the moft daring, corrupt, and pernicious minifters 
that ever managed the affairs of England. 

The queen, equally enraged and grieved at the j.Cade*t 
death of her favourite, breathed , nothing but re- JJonT^' 
venge, efpecially againft the people of Kent ; which 
excited a fecond infurredtion in that county, fdx 
more formidable than the firft. It was headed by 
an artful, bold adventurer, whofe real name was 
John Cade ; but he- aflumed the name of John 
Mortimer, to entice the friends of that family, 

»»* Parliament. Hift. vol i. p. 255— 159. Hall. f. 75, ^6, 
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A. D. 1450. and tfaofe who iayoured the tide of the duke of 
York, to join him. Some hiftorians affinn, that 
he ivas fet to work by that prince, who was then in 
Ireland, in order to difcover the fentiments of the 
people of England concerning his titletothe crown'*^. 
But of this there is not fuffident evidence. Cade, 
having colleded a confiderable number of the com- 
mon people, .by fpecious promifes of reforming all 
abufes, which procured him the name of John 
Amend-allj marched towards London, and encamped 
on I^lackheath, June i. From thence the infur- 
gents fent two addreiTes to the king and coimcil, 
the one intitled. — T^be complaints of the commons of 
Kenty and caufes of the ajfembly on the Blackbeath ; 
the other,— T^A^ requefts of the captain of the great 
ajfembly in Kent. Thcfe addreffes were artfully 
drawn, profefling the greateft attachment to the per* 
fon and government of the king ; requefting the 
redrefs of certain gitat and real grievances, the pu* 
ijiihment of certain evil counfeliors, who had op- 
prefled the people at home and loft the king's domi- 
nions abroad ; and that the king would govern, by, 
the advice of the dukes of York, Exeter, Buck<r 
ingham, and Norfolk, and the well-afFefted ba- 
rons of the kingdom **S As feveral of the per- 
foiis marked out jDr deftruftion were members of 
the council, thefe addreffes were rejefted, and a 
refolution formed to fubdue the infurgents by 
force. An army of ?ibout 1^,000 men was raifed, 
and marched againft the infurgents, who retired to 

»H Hall, f.77, »»5Stow, p S90, 3j^i, 
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the woody'*country about Sevenoaks ; ' on which a, a 1450* 
fir Humphrey Stafford was fent with a body of 
troops in purfuit of the fugitives. He overtook 
and engaged them near Sevenoaks ; but he and 
his brother were both killed, and his troops de* 
feated'^ ^ 

Cade and his followers, greatly elated by this ^®^*^ 
vifliory, returned to their former ftation on Black- 
heath, June 29. This affair was now become very 
ferious and alarming. Not only the common people 
in general, but many perfons of rank and fortune, 
favoured the revolters ; and even the vaffals of the 
court lords difcovered an unwilUhgnefs to fight 
againft them. In thefe circumftances, lenient mea- 
fures were adopted ; and the archbifhop of Can- 
terbury and the duke of Buckingham were fenjt to 
treat with them. Cade, in a long conference with 
thefe ambaffadors, behaved with equal decency 
and firmnefs ; treating them with much refpeff, 
but refufing to lay down his arms, till the requi- 
fitions in his addrefs were granted. On the return 
of thefe meffengers, the lord Say, who was moft 
obnoxious to the infurgents, was committed to pri- 
fon ; and the court, not daring to truft to the pro- 
te&ion of the army, retired to Kenilworth caftle, 
leaving the lord Scales with a fufiicient garrifon in 
the tower of London. Cade, with his followers, 
came to Southwark, July i ; and after fome hefi- 
tation were admitted into London. There they 
feized, and, without any trial, beheaded the lord 
Say and Scale, late high treafurer of England, and 

«»6 stow, p. 399,3^1. 
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A.O. J4SO. i)2s fon.in-Iaw fir James Cromer, fheriff of Kent. 
For a few days they behaved tolerably well ; but 
being perfcois of low birth and indigent drcum- 
ilances, they could not long behold great wealth 
.within their reach, without fdzing fbme of it, of 
which their leader fet them -an example. This 
alarmed the more opulent citizens, who, with the 
sUfiftance of the lord Scales, drove the plunderers 
out of the city, July 5. They attempted next day 
to break in by the bridge ; but after a long and 
bloody ftruggle, they were obliged to defiil, and 
agree to a (hort truce. The archbifliops of Can- 
terbury and York, who refided in the tower, hang 
informed by their fpies, that they were much difpi- 
;ited by their late repulfe, caufed a pardon under 
thf gteat^feal to be proclaimed in Southwark, to 
all who immediately departed to their own homes. 
This well-timed proclamation produced a wonder- 
ful effedt. In a few hours that army, lately fo 
fonnidable, difappeared. Cade, finding himfelf 
thus abandoned, put his booty on board a barge, 
and fent it to Rochefter, and proceeded by land 
with a few ^attendants : but being denied admit- 
tance into Queenborough caftle, he difiniffed all 
his followers, and put on adifguife. . A proclama- 
tion was immediately published, offering a reward 
of 1000 marks to any who brought him in, dead 
or alive. He was jdifcovered lurking in a garden 
.at Hothfield in SuiTex, by Alexander Eden, a gen- 
tleman of Kent, and, making fome refiftance, wa$ 
killed, and his body brought to London **^ Thu$ 
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ende4 an infurre^on which, under a leader of ydber a jx 1450. 
wnk and greater bonour, might have produced at ^ ^ 
revolution. 

About this time Edmund duke of Sdmeiiet re- ^^l^ 
turned into England (having loft Nonnandy, and aU reuims to 
the territori^ of the Englifli in the north of Frano?, England, 
except Calais), and took poffeffion of that place, i^ 
the fiivour of the queen and hatred of the nation, 
which had been filled by the late duke of Suffolk : 
an unfortunate circumftance, which prolonged the 
difcontents of the people, and the confufioas of the 
country. 

While England was a fcene of the moft violent a. 0.1451. 
fa^on and difcord, the French were employed in 3^« . 

* • • French 

conquering Guienne, and the Englifli territories in recover 
the fouth of. France, which they would not have ^^^^^^ 
attempted in other circumftances ; and, to their 
oym furprife, they made this conqueft with greater 
eafe, and in a fliorter time, thw that of Nor* 
xnandy. For though the people of the principa- 
lity of Aquitaine. dreaded falling under the domi- 
nion of the French, and v^ere warmly attached to 
the Englifli government, under whi<;h they and 
their anceftors had lived happily about 300 years ; 
yet, knowing the diftrafted ftate of England, and 
that they could not expeft any effedual proteftion 
from thence, the far greateft part of the nobility 
fubmitted without refifiance, in order to preferve 
their honours and eftate3 ; and many of the forti- 
fied towns, for fimilar re^ons, opened their gates • 
to the French troops, as fopA. as they appeared. I( 
would be tedious to attend the progrefs of the 
French armies in making this conqueft. It is fuf- 

ficient 
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A. P. 1451. fidenttolay, tha^ they met with little oppofition 
except from the city of Bourdeaux ; and that thid 
conqu'efl was completed by taking pofTeffion of 
Bayonne (the laft. place held by the Englifli), 
' fi5th Auguft A. D. 1451 '*'. In this manner, and 
in fo fhort a time, not only all the conquefts of 
Henry V. but alfo all the hereditary dominions of 
the kings of England on the contiiieilt, w«re loft* 
The truth is, that as the conquefts of Henry V. 
were chiefly owing to the violent faftions which then 
prevailed in France, fo the lofs of thefe conquefts, 
and other dominions^ was alfo chiefly owing to thd 
no lefs violent fadions which at this time prevailed 
' in England. So true it is, that a kingdom divided 
again/i it/elf cannot Jiand. 
A. D. 1452. About this time, Richard duke of York fe- 
Yorkukct tumed from Ireland, after he had quieted the com* 
up arms, motions, and gained the hearts of the people of 
that kingdom, by his mild and prudent conduft. 
The attempts that had been made to prevent hi^ 
landing in England, left him no room to doubt of 
the hoftile difpofiiions of the court, and made him 
hold frequent conferences with his friends about 
his future operations. By their advice, he raifed 
an army in Wales, where the intereft of the Mor- 
timer family was greateft, and niarched with it to- 
wards London ; giving out, that his only intention 
in taking up arms, was to redrefs the grievances of 
the nation, and bring the authors pf thofe grievances, 
particularly the duke of Somerfet, to juftice. Whefl 
he approached the city, he was informed that the 
gates would be fliut againft himj on which he 

i'« Mondrelety torn. 3. £.31—4©- 
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paued the Thames at Kmgfton^ and encamped oa /^;f|J*^* 

Burftt^heath, near Dartford '**. 

In the mean time, the queen and the duke of He is en- 
l^oi^riet, "virkh the affiftanoe of the lords who ad- ^^ 
hered to the court, raifed an army, ^mtii vhich tbejr 
marched tow^s thdr enemies, and encamped 
on Blackheath. When the two armies lay in tins 
pofture, the king lent two^ bifkops and two tordt - 
to the duke of Yoik, to demand the reafon of las ' 
appearing in arms. Hk anfwer was die' fame with 
his declarations to the public : to which he added^ 
^^ That as foon as the duke of Somerfet was con- 
*' fined, in order to his trial, he would difband 
^ his army, and attend the king as his mod humble 
*^ and loyal fiibjed/' This propo&i was agreed 
to ; the duke <^ Somerfet was confined, or rather 
confined himfelf ; the duke of York dift>anded his 
army, and waited on the king in his tent, March i. 
But how great was his furprife, when he faw his 
capital enemy (whom he believed to be confined)^ 
in the royal prefence, at full liberty! Though he 
perceived tbat be was enfn^ed, and in the hands of 
his enemies, he could not reftrain his indignation, 
but boldly accufed Somerfet of high treafon, who 
retorted the accufation with equal boldnefs. As 
£3on as the duke of York left the royal t^t, he was 
arretted, and conduced to London "*. 

When Hcnrjr returned to Weftminfter, he called l« <fe^ver. 
a great council of the nobility, to confider the 
mutual accufations of the two dukes. The duke 
of Somerfet, who was at full liberty, and in the 

«^ stow, p. 393. Hall, f. 8f. ^^ Id. ibid. 
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A.ixi45«. higheft favouTt eameftly iiliifled, that the duke . of 
York fhould be condemned, and executed as a. 
traitor, all his eftates confifcated, and all his family 
fcized, as the .only means of preCerving the king 
and all the houfe of Lancafter from deftru£don. 
But this meafure appeared too violait, in the pre- 
fisnt temper of the oation, to many of his own 
party ; and feveral incidents occurred, which pre- 
vented' its being carried into execution. A report 
prevailed, that Edward earl of March, the duke's 
eldeft ion, at the head of an army, was on his way 
to London, to refcue his father. At the fame time, 
commiffioners arrived at court from the nobility of 
Giiienne, and the citizens of Bourdeaux, repre* 
ienting the earned defire of the people of that 
country to return to their obedience to England, 
and praying for a fleet and army to aiHfl: them to 
ihake off the French yoke. The queen and Somer- 
fet, knowing that the lofs of that country had 
made them the objefls of public hatred, eameftly 
defired to recover it, in order to regain the favour 
of the people. This they could not do, if they 
executed their defign againft the duke of York. 
They refolved therefore to fet his perfon free, but 
to bind his confcjence by the ftrongeft ties. He. 
was carried to St. PauPs church ; where, in the. 
prefence of many prelates, Iprds, and others, he. 
fwore upon the crofs, that he would never take up 
arras againft the king, on any pretence. Being 
then liberated, he retired to his caftle of Wigmore 
in Herefordfhire, and lived for fome time in great 

7 privacy. 
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privacy, waiting an opportunity to revenge Ms A.D.1452. 
wrongs., and affert his rights '^'. 

This internal commotion being thus quieted, a Attempt > 
commiffion was granted to the famous Talbot earl ouicnne. 
bf Shrewfbury, to raife a body of troops for the- 
aid of the people of Guienne, according to their 
requeft. Though this venerable warrior was now ' 
in the 80th year of his age, he executed this com-- 
miffion with all the fpirit and activity of youth ;• 
and when the army was ready to embark, he was ' 
conftituted the king's lieutenant in Aquitaine, 
with very ample powers, September 2 ''*. He 
landed, Oftober 17, with about 4000 men, in' 
the Ifle of Medoc, near Bourdeaux ; and being 
joined by L'Efpare, the moft confiderable perfon 
in thofe parts, that fmall territory immediately 
fubmitt^d. The citizens of Bourdeaux fent mef-' 
fengers to him with great fecrecy, inviting him to 
advance, and promifing to admit his army at one 
of the gates which was in their poffeffion. He ac- 
cordingly entered the dty, Ofliober 23, without 
oppofition, and made the French garrifon prifon- ^ 
crs "^. Having remained there about three ^eeks, ' 
to fecure that' important conqueft, and refrelh his* 
troops; and having received a reinforcement of 
4000 men, commanded by his fon the lord Lffle, 
with a fleet of eighty fhips loaded with provifions, 
he marched out, and in a very fhort time reduced * 
all the Bourdelois, and fome places in Perigord *^\ * 
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WheA Charles VII. ki^g of France received in- 
Taibot^ tclligence of this revolution, he was at the head 
S^rcSf. ^^ ^ army, which h^ had raifed againft his fon the 
bury kill, dauphin, and the duke of Savoy, and he inlmedU 
ately detached a body of troops to the affiitance of 
the earl of Clermont, his lieutenant in Guienne, 
and prej^ed to follow them with his whole army. 
As foon as that army arrived, the tide of fuccefs 
began to turn. The French took Chalais, and in- 
yefted Caflillon, a place of great ftrength and im* 
portance, July 1 3. Apprehending that the Englifh 
would attempt to raife the fiege, they fortified their 
camp, planting a numerouj$ artillery on it$ ram* 
parts. The ^arl of > S)irew(bury, with his fon the 
lord XJfle, immediately marched from Bourdeaux 
towards Caftillon, at the head of 1000 xam at 
arms^ and 5000 archers. When they approached 
the French canip, they were aftoniflied at its 
. ftrength. The men at arms difmounted ; and the 
brave Talbot, riding on a pony, being, from his 
great age, .unable to walk, o^couraged his men, and 
commanded the aflault. The conflid was fierce 
and bloody; and though the enemy's artillery made ' 
great havoc among the Engliih, they broke into 
the camp, and the French began to recoil ; when 
a freih body of Britons advanced to the charge, and 
changed the fortune of the day. Talbot was wound- 
ed in the beginning of the adion :' and about an 
'hour after, his horfe was killed by a csmnon-ball, 
and he was thrown oh the ground. In this extre- 
mity, he earneftly conjured his fon, lord Lifle, to 
retire, and fave himfelf for the future fervice of 

his 
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his country. But that young nobleman ehofe rather '^•^- ^i^^{ 
to die with^ than to defcrt his renowned father : 
they were both flain ; and the Englifh fled, leaving 
about 1000 of their number dead on the field of 
battle, July 23 *'^ 

After the defeat of the Englifh at Caftillon, the ^^^' 
French met with little opi)ofition, till they reached taken. 
Bourdeaux, which they invefted with a powerful 
army, Auguft i. The king, attended by the princes 
of the blood, and a numerous train of nobles, 
commanded at this fiege, and puihed it with great 
vigour } and the place was no lefs vigoroufly de- 
fended, by a garrifon of 4000 Englifh, and 6000 
citizens' and people of the country. But at length, 
haying no profpeft of relief, and their provifions^ 
beginning to fail, they furrendered the city, OQo- 
ber 17; and the Englifh were permitted to depart 
•with all their goods *^*. Thus were thefe very va- 
luable territories in the fouth of France, containing 
4 archbifhoprics, 24 bifhoprics, 15 earldoms^ 202 
baronies, totally and finally lofl ; by which the^ 
revenues of the crown were diminifhed, the na- 
tional charadler degraded, and many perfons who 
poflfeffed great ellates and offices in thofe countrieit 

ruined. 

When the difcon tents occafioned by thefe loflcs Birth of 
were at the higheft, the queen wa« delivered of a |X?rd. 
fon (at Weftmmfler, Oftober 1 3), who was named 
Edward '". That princefs was at this time fo un- 
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^'^ 11^^/ popular, that many defamatory tales concerning her 
were propagated, and generally believed : but they 
do not merit a place in hiftory. Soon after^the de- 
livery of the queen, the king fell into a lingering 
diftemper, which greatly debilitated both his body 
and mind, and rendered him unfit for any bufi- 
nefs "'', This, with the general and violent hatred 
of the people againft the queen and her favourite 
the duke of Somerfet threw th^ cduyt into great, 
confufiori and perjplexity. 

Encouraged by thefe circumftanc«s, the duke of 
York emerged from his retirement, and came to 
London, attended by fome of the moft powerful 
lords of his party, particularly Richard Ncvile earl 
of Salifbury, and his fon of the fame name, earl of 
Warwick, the mpft potent and popular noblemen 
in the kingdom. The courtiers, alarmed at the ar- 
riyal of thefe great men, .with numerous retinues, 
in the capital, advifed the queen to admit the duke 
of York, the earls of Salifbury and Warwick, with 
fome others of their party, into the council, to allay 
the ferment in the nation, and prevent a civil war. 
Thefq noblemen being accordingly admitted, foon 
became predominant. The duke of Somerfet was 
feized in the queen's chamber, and committe4 
to the Tower '^^. The duke of York wz^s ap- 
pointed to hold a parliament, which was to meet at 
Weftminfter, February 1 4, by a commiflion under 
the great feal, dated February 13/% An accufa- 
tion againft the duke of Somerfet was prefented to 
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the houfe of peers, but not profecuted, which was 
probably owing to the fhortnefs of the feflion and 
multiplicity of bufinefs '*'• Cardinal John Kemp, 
archbiihop of Canterbury and chancellor of Eng- 
land, having died in the mean time, a deputation 
t«ras fent from the houfe of lords to the king at 
Windfor, to know his .pleafure concerning the per- 
fons who were to fill thefe two high offices. The 
deputies on their return reported to the houfe, 
March 25, ** That they had been to wait on the 
king at Windfor ; and after three feveral repairs 
thither, and eameft felicitations to fpeak with 
" the king, they could by no means have any 
•* anfwer, or token of anfwer, being only told the 
^^ king was fick.'* The parliament (in which the 
Vork party prevailed) having fufficient evidence of » 

the king's incapacity for government, made an a£k ^ 

appointing Richard duke of York proteftor of the 
kingdom during the king's pleafure, or till prince 
. Edward came to years of difcretion ; and this a£t 
was confirmed by a commiflion under the great 
feal, April 3 "**. At the fame time the earl of 
Salifbury, the chief confident of the duke of York, 
was made chancellor"*'. The duke of Somer- 
fct was deprived of the government of Calais, 
which was granted to the duke of York, July 28; 
for feven years, with a power to appoint all his 
officers '**. 

As long as the king continued ill and incapable ^ ^* '"^^ '• 
of bufinefs, and the duke of Somerfet a prifoncr York dc- 

. prived of 
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^^2J^ in the Tower, the quem wasxonftmiiied to reman 
quiet, aad atlow the duke of York to manage att 
aflfairs as prot^or of the kingdom. This feems to 
hare lulled that pmce afleep, and to have made 
him imagine be was in no danger of lofihg hia 
power. But he was foon undeceiyed: for the king 
having recovered his health in fome meafure, about 
the beginning of this year^ at the inftigation of the 
queen, revoked the duke of York's commifficMi of 
protedor, and took the reins of government into 
his own hands, or rather put them into the hands 
of his z^GtVfc ambitious confort. One of the firft 
effeds of this revolution, was the deliverance of 
the duke of Somerfet from his confinement in the 
Tower of London, February' 5 '^'. 
At^itn- The animofity between the dukes of York and 
^^°* Somerfet was now become fo violent, that it 
threatened the kingdom with an immediate civU 
war. To prevent this feveral great men inters 
pofed, and prevailed upon the two enraged dukes, 
on Marth 4, to fubmit the detenninatton of aU 
their diijputes to certain arbitrators, mutually 
chofen, who were fo giye in then verdiO: before 
June 20 '^^ But t^is pacific fcbeme proved abor* 
tive, and this quarr^ was fo^ner decided in ano^ 
ther way, 
f irft bat* The king, after his recovery, or rath<ir the queen 
Albani. and Somerfet^ not contented with depriving the 
duke of York of the proteftorlhip, deprived him 
foon af^er of the. government of Calais, thougk he 
had a grant of it imder the privy fea} for feveii 
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ycar$ **'• The duke^ enraged at this laft mjury, ^^ ^^ 
gave up all thoughts of a reconciliation with Somer* 
fet, retired into Wales, andraifed^an army among 
bis friends and vaflals in that country ; and being 
joined by the duke of Norfolk, the earls of Sali& 
bury and Warwick, the lord Cobham, &c. with 
their followers, he marched towards London. Oa 
the other fide, the dukes of Spmerfet and Bucking- 
ham, the earls of Northumberland^ Stafford) 
Dorfet> Pembroke, and other lords of the Lln^ 
caflrian party, having raifed an army, marched^ 
with the king at their head, from Weftminfter^ 
May 21, encamped that night at Watford, and 
next morning took poffeflion of St, Albans. Oa 
the evening of the fame day, the duke of York 
encamped at Keyfield, in the neighbourhood of 
that town, and next morning, May 23, drew up 
his army in order of battle. Having rieceived a 
difdainful anfwer to a refpe&ful meifage he had 
fentto the king, he aiTaulted the town in.feveral 
places with great fiiry, and for fpme time met with 
a vigorous refiftauce. But the earl of Warwick 
having forced his way into Holywell ftreet, and 
admitted the duke with the braveft oi his followers^ 
a fierce ccmfiid enfued, in which many fell on both 
iides. At length, the duke of Somerfet, the earl$ 
of Northumberland and Stafford, the lord Clifford^ 
Vyi feveral other perfons of diflindbn^ being killed^ 
imd the king, the duke of Buckingham, the earl of 
Porfet, the lord Sudly, and many others, wounded. 
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•^^*^55 the royalifts fled or furrendered^ and the Yorkifts 
obtamed a complete viftory '**. 

On this occafion the duke of York aded with 
uncommon temper and moderation. Being in- 
formed that the king was wounded^ and had taken 
ihelter in a tanner's houfe^ he» witK the earl of Salis- 
bury, waited upon him, and, falling upon their 
knees> declared themfelves his mod loyal fubje&s, 
ready to obey his coriimands. Henry's terrors, 
being a little difpelled by this declaration^ he in- 
treated them to put a flop to the purfuit and 
ilaughter; with which they immediately com- 
plied "•. Whether this extraordinary moderation 
-of the duke of York was the eflfeft of his natural 
difpofition, or proceeded from political confidera- 
tions^ may be a little doubtful ; though its unifor- 
mity through the whole of this conteft makes it 
probable that it was natural. Many conquerors 
would have made a very different ufe of fuch a 
viftory. The duke conduced the king to Lon- 
don, May 24, treating him with every mark of 
fubmiffion and refpeft. 

The vidorious party purfued the fame moderate 
meafures in a parliament which met at Weflminfter 
July 9. The duke of York contented himfelf 
with procuring an zQt of indemnity for himfelf, and 
all who had appeared with him in arms againfl the 
king at the battle of St. Albans. All the prelates 
and peers of both parties renewed their oaths of 
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fealty to the king ; and the feffion ended, Jiily 31, a. 0.1455. 
with a declaration of the innocence of the late duke 
of Gloucefter, a general pardon, and a prorogation 
to November 1 2 '?o. During this interval the duke 
of York managed all affairs, and did not negled 
to beftow feveral honourable and lucrative offices 
on his friends, particularly the government of Ca- 
Icds on the earl of Warwick '*'i When the parlia- 
ment met again, November 12, the king being 
in a languiihing ftate, and incapable of bufinefs, 
the houfe of peers, at the earneft requeft of the 
commons, petitioned the king to appoint a pro- 
teftor of the kingdom. In compliance with this 
petition, the king conftituted Richard duke of 
York proteftor and defender of the kingdom, till 
prince Edward came to years of difcretion, or till 
his commiffion was revoked by the king, with the 
confent of the lords fpiritual and temporal in par- 
liament. This coftimiflion was confirmed in par- 
liament, November 1 9 ; and by virtue of another 
commiffion, -the duke prorogued the parliament 
from 1 2th December to 24th January, A. D. 

As this commiffion could not be fevoked with- a. d. 1456. 
out the confent of the houfe of peers, at whofe The duke 

■ ' ' deprived 

requeft it had been given, the dujce of York ima- of the pro. 
gined that he was now firmly fixed in the protec- '«<^°''^'P-. 
torfliip. But he foon found that he was miftaken. 
The queen, who dreaded to fee a prince who had 
fuch pretenfions to the crown in pofTeffion of fo 
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A. 0.1456. mu^ii power, laboured, by every iniinaadng feduc- 
tive art, to gain a majority of the lords to confent 
to the revocation of the duke's commiiBon. Having 
fttcceeded in this, the king came into the houfe of 
peers, February 25, and declared, that he was in 
perfed health, and that there was now no need of a 
proteftor ; he therefore requefted their confent to 
revoke the duke of York's commiffion ; which was 
granted'". 

A plot. The duke of York, chagrined to fee himfelf 

thus outwitted by a woman, and unexpectedly de^ 
prived of all his power, left the court and retired^ 
with the earls of Saliibury and Warwick,, into 
Yorkflure, where they had frequent meetings and 
confultations. The queen was not ignorant of thofe 

^ meetings ; and, dreading their confequences, fiie 
formed a plpt to enfnare her three moft fomidable 
enemies at once, and get them into her power. As 

. Iiondon was not a proper place for executing her 
defign, fhe conduced the king towards Coventry, 
under the pretence of giving him the country air 
and exercife for the benefit of his healths When 
the court arrived at Coventry, the king wrote, in 
the moft prefling terms, to the duke of York, the 
carls of Saliibury and Warwick, to come and at* 
tend a council on affairs of the greateft moment* 
Thefe noblemen . apprehending no danger, fet out 
on their Journey with a moderate retinue j but 
when they approached the city, having received a 
meifage from a fecret friend at court, charging 
them not to enter Coventry, but to Ey for their 
lives, they turned, and fled different ways with 
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greit precipimion. The duke of York took a.d.i45«. 
belter in his caftle of VJigOiott^ the earl of Salif- 
bury in hifcsiftle of Mkidleham in Torkibirej and 
rile earl of Warfrick at Calais *^*. The difperfion 
of thefe noblemen produced a temporary calm, and 
the court returned to Weftminfter. 

As the EngHfli had taken advantage of . the a,d, 145?, 
violent feftions' which raged in France in the rdgn The 
of Charles VI* fo the French were difpofed to take vade £ngl 
advantage of the no Icfs violent fa€Kons which ^^* 
now prevailed in England. But their own wounds 
were not yet fo well healed, as to enable them to 
xnflift very deep ones on their enemies* The 
marflxal de Brez6 landed 4000 men, Auguft 2?, 
xiear Sandwich; and, after a long smd bloody 
confli^^, got pofleffion of the place,^ plunderc^d it, 
and immediately re-endbarked his troops, not 
daring to remain on fliore fo much as one night ''^ . 
About the fame ^me a body of Britons landed 
in Cornwall^ plundeied a few villages, and re* 
embarked with equal precipiiation ^^^. 

The archbKhop of Canterbury, with fe^erat a. o. f45t. 
other prelates and great men, alarmed at thefe at* Sceminj 
tempts of foreign enemies, and ftill more at the irfpalScs. 
difcord which reigned amongft the nobility at 
home, laboured eamcftly to put an end to that 
difcord, and bring about a coalition of parties. 
The king entered waxtnly into this fchemcj and 
meffengers were fent with letters to all the great 
men of both parties, requiring and entreating them 
to come to London for that moft neceffaiy purpofe. 
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A. D. J45». Neither of the two parties was at this time fo pre* 
dominant as to dare to difobey fo reafonable a re* 
quifition. They came therefore from all quarters, 
but full of mutual diftruft and hatred, attended by 
numerous retinues of armed men. The duke of 
York, the earls of Saliibury and Warwick, with 
the chief men of their party, were lodged in Lon- 
don, where they were fecured from danger by the 
favour of the citizens, and the vigilance of fir 
Godfrey Bollen lord mayor (who patrolled the 
flreets every night with a great body of armed 
men), as well as by their own followers. The 
. noblemen of the court-party were lodged in Weft- 
minfter and the fuburbs of London. After feveral 
conferences, a feeming reconciliation was concluded, 
and drawn up in the form of a decree, pronounced 
by the king March 24, as arbitrator between the 
two parties "*^. To render this reconciliation more 
confpicuous, there was a folemn proceilion of both 
parties, on the day after, to St. Paul's church, the 
duke of York leading the queen, and one of his 
party walking hand in hand with one of the other 
party> with all the external appearances of the moft 
perfeft cordiality '". But it was foon difcovered 
that thefe appearances were deceitful* ' 

Riot m Soon after this proceflion the duke of York and 

I ondoo. ijj^ earl of Salifbury retired to York, and the earl 
of Warwick to his government of Calais ; from 
whence he was recalled in the month of July, to 

anfwer to certain complaints made, againft him by. 

# 

'57 J. Wethamftcdc, p 419 — 42S. 
!^ Stow, p. 404.. Hall, f, 90/ 
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the merchants of Lubeck'*^ While he wsis in a.d. i45«- 
London attending this bufinefs, as he returned 
from court, September 9, he was in great danger 
of being killed in a fray that arofe between fomq 
of the king's fervants and fome of his retinue. 
With great difBculty he made his way to the river, 
got into his barge, and efcaped to London "**°. The 
earl and aimoft all the world believed that this 
was a plot formed againft his life, by the queen 
and the young duke of Somerfet j he complained 
loudly of it as a flagrant violation of the late agree- 
ment, and haftened into the north to confult with 
his father and the duke of York. In this confulta- 
tion It was determined to be upon their guard, to 
put no truft in the mofl folemn engagements of 
their enemies, and to depend upon their own 
ftrength and courage for their fafety. About the 
end of the year the earl of Warwick returned to 

Calais'*'. 

. . • . • 

The earl of Salifbury, having made fruitlefs ap- a. d. 1459. 

plications to court for the punifliment of thofe Battle of 
who had infulted his fon, the earl of Warwick, in. heath. 
London, collefted his friends and vaffals in the 
north, and marched with them towards Wales, 
to join the duke of York, who was raiflng his 
forces in thofe parts, according to the concerted 
plan. But he was interrupted in his march by the' 
lord Audley, who placed himfelf direfkly in his 
way, on Bloreheath, on the borders of StafFord- 
Ihire and Shropfliire, September 22, at the head 

•f 10,000 men, which he had raifed in Chefhire, 

* 

«5» Ryii). Foe'd. torn, 11. p. 415. Stow, p. 404. 
«6o Id. ibid. «6« Hall, 1 90, 91. 
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A. D. 1455^ and the parts adjacent, ^ere the Lancaftrian tn^ 
" ^ tereft prevailed. . The earl of SalHfamy, ^vrhofe 
forces did not exceed 5000, fiipplicd his ^rant of 
.ftrength by a ftrata^em. The two armies bdng 
encamped on the oppofite banks of a narrow, but 
deep and rapid rivulet, he drew up his archel^ as 
,near the brink as poffible, on Sunday morning, 
September 23, and gave them direftions to dif- 
charge a flight of arrows againft their enemies, and 
then retire in feemlng diforder. Lord Audley, de- 
ceived by thefe appearances, paflTed the rivulet, 
with his principal officers, in great hafte and little 
order. In this fituation, before one half of their 
trt)ops had joined them, they were attacked with 
great fury by their enemies, and, after a fierce con- 
fiiA, defeated ; the lord Audley, with 2400 of his 
men, remaining dead on the field '^*. 
orkifts The earl of Salifbury, after his viftory, pro- 

^fpcifcd. ceeded on his march, and joined the duke of York 
at Ludlow ; where the earl of Warwick foon after 
arrived from Calais, with a body of choice troops, 
ccMQmanded, under him, by two renowned war^ 
riors, fir Andrew Trollop and fir John Blunt* 
The king, queen, and court lords, having raifed 
an army, advanced to meet their enemies, and 
encamped at Ludiford, near Ludlow, Oftober 13^ 
defigning to give battle next day. But, ia the 
mean time, an'unexpeded event happened, which 
prevented an a^on, and produced one of thofe 
fudden, furprifing revolutions, which were io £re- 

"^* Stow, p. 405, Hall, f. 9 1. J. Wcthamftedc, p. 455. 
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queat in this period. The duke of York, in all l^s ^^^:Jj;^ 
contefts with the court, profeffed the greatefl; loyalty 
to the king^ and carefully concealed his defign to 
feize the crown, which was known only to a few of 
hi^ fpecial confidents. This important fecret was^ 
either by the duke himfelf, or fome of his confi- 
dents, communicated to fir Andrew Trollop ; who 
being really attached to the houfe of Lancaflier, de- 
ferted to the king with the troops under his com- 
mand, in the night of Odober 13. Several others, 
induced by a proclamation of pardon from the 
king, difcovered a diljpofition to imitate their ex- 
ample, or at leaft to depart to their own homes* 
.The duke of York, and his chief friends, ftruck 
with conftemation, and not knowing whom to truft, 
determined to fave themfelves by flight* ^ The 
duke, with his fecond fon, the earl of Rutland,' 
fled through Wales into Ireland. His eldeft fon 
the earl of March, with the earls of Salifbury and 
Warwick, made their efcape into Devonfliire, and 
from thence to Calais, where they landed Novem- 
ber 2'*^ In this manner the lately-triumphant 
Yorkifts were difperfed, and fcemingly ruined, in d 
moment, and without a blow. 

To pu(h this unexpeSed advantage as far as pof- Pariia. 
fible, a kind of packed parliament was fummpned 
to meet at Coventry, November 20 j in which the, 
duke of York, wth his two fons, Edward earl o( 
March and Edmund earl of Rutland, the earls of 
Saliibury and Warwick, the lord Clinton, and 

»«» J. Wethamftcdc, p.4i9-^4«*. Hfidl, f.'^%: Holfirtgfib. 
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^;^|;J^ many knights and gentlemen, were attainted as 

traitors, and their eflates confiTcated ***. 
A. D. 1460. But this gale of profperity was of Ihort dma- 

^tprninto ^^^ ' ^^^ another of thofe furpriling changes of 
EngJand. fortune, which were fo frequent in this memorable 
conteft between the houfes of York arid Lancafter, 
and give this period of our hiftory fo much the air 
of a romance, very Toon took place. The queen, 
determined to deftroy all the friends of the family 
of York, perfuaded the king to fend commiffioners 
into thofe parts of the kingdom where they mod: 
abounded, to try and pimifli all who had been con- 
cerned in any of the late infurreftidns/ This ex- 
cited the moll terrible alarms, and niade the people 
' look around them for proteftion from impending 
ruin. The people of Kent, who were particularly 
obnoxious, fent meflengers to the lords at Csllais, 
eameftly intreating them to come ovet, and pro- 
mifing that the whole county would join thehi on 
their landing. Thefe lords, burning with the ihoft 
ardent defires to retrieve their lofles and take ven- 
geance on their enemies, joyfully accepted of the 
invitation, and landed at Sandivich with only 1500 
of their followers. They were immediately joined 
by the lord Cobham, with 4600 well-armed troops; 
and fo general \vas the rifing in their favour, that 
they entered London, July 2, with an army of 
40,000 men '*\ 

i 

»H Parliament. Hift. v. 2. p. 289, &c. Wethamftcdc, p. 46a<«^ 
47a. Rym.Foed. torn. II. p. 455. 

**^ J. WethamAcdCi p. 47s* .Stow, p.4oS* Hal], £94. 
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In the mean time, the queen, with thofe lords a. p. 1460. 
and gentlemen who adhered to the houfe of Lan- ^^^^1^ ^^ 
carter, having collefted an army at Coventry ^'o»"th- 
(which was then called the qiieen's chamber), 
marched towards London. But their enemies faved 
them the trouble of fo long a march ; for the earls 
of March and Warwick, with the lords Cobham 
tnd Bourchier, at the head of 25,000 of their beft 
Vopps, departed from London to meet them ; and 
l|ie two armies came in fight of each other, July i o, 
i|e|jr Northampton ; where a bloody battle was 
foi^ht, in which the Yorkifts obtained a complete 
viftory. The duke of Buckingham, who com- 
manded the royal army, the carl of Shrewfbury, the 
lords Beaumont and Egermont, with many knights 
j^ncj gentlemen, were killed ; as the commanders 
on the other fide had given particular direftions to 
their foldiers to fpare none of the nobility or gen- 
try. The queen, with her fon the prince of Wales, 
•fled with only a few perfons in their company ; and 
after Ikulking for fome time in different places, 
they took (helter in Scotland ; where they arrived in 
a very wretched condition, having been robbed of 
their money and baggage by the way ''*. 

After the battle, the vidorious earls found the ^'^^i^^'J^j 

' conduct eel 

king in his tent almoft alone, treated him with great to Lon. 
refpeft, and carried him in a kind of proceffion 
into Northampton. Having refted, ahd refrefhed 
their troops in that place three days, they fet out 
on their return to London, entered that capital in 
triumph, July 16, and Jodged the king in the bi- 

»^^ J. Wethamftcde, p. 480. Hall, f. 94. Srow, p. 409. 
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ihop's palace '^^ This conteft- feemed now to be 
at an end ; the chief fupporters of the houfe of 
Lancafter being killed or taken prifoners, the queen, 
with her fon, expelled the kingdom, and the weak, 
unhappy Henry in the hands of his enemies. But 
torrents of blood were yet to flow before it was de- 
termined ; owing, on the one hand, to the political 
timidity of the duke of York, and, on the other, 
to the aftivity and undaunted fpirit of queen Mar- 
garet. 
l^^^^' Immediately after the vidory at Northampton, 

meffengers were fent into Ireland, to inform the 
duke of York of the fuccefs of his friends, and in- 
tteat him to return to England. In the mean 
time, his party being in pofleflion of all the power 
of the king, as well as of Jais perfon, did not neg- 
le£t to employ it for the benefit of themfelves 
and their friends; though they paid more re- 
gard to juftice than is commonly done on fimilar 
occafions " '. They iffued writs in the king's name, 
July 30, for a parliament to meet at Weftminfter 
Oftober 7, direded to all the peers of both parties, 
without diflindtion, and permitted the members of 
the houfe of commons to be elefted according to 
law"'. Two days after the meeting of parliament, ' 
the duke of York reached London, rode through 
the city in great ftate, alighted at Weftminfter- 
hall, and went direttly to tjic houfe of peers } where, 
ilanding under the royal canopy, he laid his right 
- hand on the cufliion, and feemed to expeft an in-^ 

V 

«67 J. Wethamilcde, p. 480. Hall, f. 54. Stow, p. 409. 

»6' Rym. Feed. t. 10. p» 459, 460. »^ Cotton Abridg. p. 66). 
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vitation to place Himfelf in the throne. In fhis he a.i>'H6o. 

was difappointed. - A folemn filence reigned in the 

houfe for fome moments. At length the arch- 

bifliop of Canterbury afked him, if he would go 

with him, and wait upon the king ; to which the 

duke, in great agitation, replied, — " I know no 

** perfon lo whom I owe that mark of refpeft, which 

" is more juftly due to myfelf from all others /* 

and then hurried out of the houfe *^°. , ^ « 

The duke of York having made this difcovery 
of his defign to claim the crown, did not affeft to 
keep it any longer a fecret. A few days after (Oc- 
tober 1 6) he, by his counfel, gave in to both houfes 
a formal claim of the crown, with his pedigree on 
which that claim was founded, deriving his defcent 
from Lionel duke of Clarence, third fon of Ed- 
ward III. and elder brother to John of Gaunt, duke 
of Lancafter, from whom Henry VI. was de- 
fcended. This claim and pedigree (which was 
perfeftly clear and well authenticated) was laid 
before the king ; whofe counfel, a few days after 
prefented arguments in fupport of his tide, and ob- 
jeftions to the claim of the duke of York ; which 
were communicated to that prince, and anfwered 
in his name. This great caufe, having been thus 
pleaded by the pz^rties, was debated feveral days in 
parliament ; and, as it is faid, with great freedom ; 
one party fupporting the title of the houfe of Lan- 
cafter, on the grounds of— parliamentary fettle- 

'70 The Above account of this tranfa<5tion is taken from J. \Ve- 
thamftedc, abbot of St.Alban's (who was probably prefent), and is 
ijU»re worthy gf credit than the accounts of later hiftorians.' 

^ 3 mcntti 
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A.D.1460. nicntfi — long poffeffion — ^and frequent oaths of 
fealty ; the other contending for the fuperior right 
of the boufeof York, as defcended from the eldeft 
branch, of the royal family. After long and warm 
debates, the following compromife was propofed,, 
adopted, and formed into an aft of parliament^, 
November i , viz. that Henry Ihall continue kmg 
during his life, and. — ^That the duke of York, or 
his heir, fiiall fucceed to the crown on Henry's 
death. Many other ftipulations were added^ to fe- 
cure the fuccefs of this fcheme "*. But contefts for 
a crov/n are not fo eafily compromifed ; and though 
this arrangement feemed to fatisfy both, it in rear 
lity . fafisfied neither of the contending parties, 
The late parliament at Coventry, which had at- 
tainted the duke of York and his friends, was dcr- 
clared to have been no lawful parliament, and all 
its afts refcinded '^^. 
The twQ The calm produced by the above compromife 
roles. ^as very fhort, and many circumftances portended 
an approaching ftorm. The whole nation was now 
divided into two parties ; the one diftinguifhed by 
tl^e red rofe, the badge of the houfe of Lancafter, 
the other by the white rofe, the badge of the houfe 
of York. Two hiftorians, who flouriflied in thofe; 
unhappy times, have ' drawn a moft affefting pic* 
ture of the diflrafted ftate of the country, and the 
violent animofity of the two parties '^\ The chief 
ftrength of the Lancaftj-ian party lay in the north, 

«7» Wcthamftede, p. 484, &c. Stow, p. 409. 

»7i Statutes, 39 Hen. VI. 

»7^ Wethamftede, p. 49a. Contin. Hift. CroyI, p. 53^9, 

and 
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^x^ of ite York party in London, the fouth - of ^^P;J^ 
Englajid, and marches of Wales : thpugh both 
bad partisans in every comer of the ]dngdom, and 
frequoitly in the fame family. 

The kkig^ or rather the duke of York in his Tkc queen 
name, feut a requifition to the queen to return to EngiaaA 
£Qurt ;with her fon prince Edward. But that prin- 
,ccfs had other defigns in view. She had niet with 
a kind reception in Scotland j the young king, 
James IIL being nearly related to the family of 
X.ancafter. Many martial adventurers of that na- 
tion cfpoufed her caufe, and flie was there joined 
by the dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, and other 
fugitives of her party ; who being united formed 
a fmall army, with which flie entered England. 
The earls of Northumberland and Weftmoreland, 
• with the other barons, knights, and gentlemen of 
' the northern counties, crowded to her ftandard ; 
and fhe foon faw herfelf at the head of an army of 
ito,oQO men ; with which fhe marched fouth- 
ward*'*. . 

The duke of York, receiving intelligence of this , Battle of 
invafion, committed the cuftody of the king's per- ^i^*" 
fon, and the guard of the' city, to the duke of Nor- 
folk and the earl of Warwick ; fent his eldeft fon, 
Edward, into the marches of Wales, to raife an 
army ; and then, December 2, fet out from London, 
attended by his fecond fon, Edmund carl of Rut- 
land, and his friend the earl of Salifbury, with a 
fmall body of troops. He proceeded northward, ' 

?74 Hajl^ f. 94. Hollingfli, p. 1303. 
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A. D. 1460. by cafy marches, to give his friends an opportunity 
of joining him ; and when he reached Wakefield, 
December ^4, his army amounted to 5000 men, 

V I • 

There he received the difagreeable news, that the 
queen was approaching with an army four times 
the number of his ; which obliged him to condufib 
his troops into his caftle of Sandal, where he was 
befieged He probably defigned to remain on the 
defenfive, till he was joined by his fon the earl oif 
March ; but, either want of provifions, — too great 
confidence in the courage of his troops, — or the in- 
.iults of the befiegers, made him change his mind, 
and refolve to give the enemy battle, contrary (it is 
faid) to the advice of his two great confidents, the 
carl of Salifbury and fir David Hall *7\ Accord- 
ingly he drew up his litttlc army in order of battle, 
on the morning of December 30, and marched 
down rhe hill towards the enemy. The duke of 
•Somerfet, who commanded the queen's army, had 
- advanced the carl of Wiltfhire, with a body of 
troops on one wing, and the lord Clifford on the 
- other, with orders to lie concealed till the battle 
be^an, and then to attack the flanks and rear of 
, the er;emy. The duke of York attacked the main 
. body, commanded by the duke of Somerfet. with 
xgreat fury ; but was inftantly furrounded, and in 
half an hour he and 2800 of his men were killed, 
and almoft all the reft taken prifoners '^*. 
A.D. 146T. The queen and her partifans were immoderately 
elated with this victory, and made a cruel ufe of it, 

'75 Ii.ill. f. 98, 99. '76 Wcthamftede, p. 489. Contin, 

.Hift Croyl. p.550. Hal, f. 99, Stow p. 4i», 
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imagining that it was decifive. The lord Clifford A'^- h^'* 
murdered in cold blood, on the bridge of Wake- cruelties 
field, the e^rl of Rutland, a young prmce of ex- ^^^^^.g 
quifite beauty and great hopes. The fame feroci-^ foUowcrg, 
ous baron, h?iving found the body of the duke of 
York on the field, cut off the head, put it on a 
ipear, and prefented it to the queen, who com*, 
inanded it, with a paper crown upon it, to be placed 
on the' walls of York' ^^ The carl of Salifbury 
was taken prifoner, and, with feveral knights and 
gentlemen, fent to Pomfret, and there beheaded, 
ilrithout trial, and without mercy. The queen's army . 
confifted chiefly of the borderers of both nations, 
who had been allured to her ftandard by the pro- 
{xiife of permiffion to plunder all the country be- , 

yond Trent. This permiflion they now ufed, and 
marked their way with defolation as they advanced 
fouthward, plundering, and often burning churches^ 
inonafleries, and private houfes, - without diftinc- 
tion*^^ 

5dward earl of March was at Gloucefter when Battle of 
he received the melancholy tidings of his father's mer'i*' 
death, and the deftruftion of his army. Though c^oft, ^ 
he was much afflided at the lofs of fo good a pa- 
rent, and fo maQy friends, he was not difpirited, 
but marched immediately to Shrewfbury, at the 
head of 23,000 men, to meet the queen and her 
viftorious army. Here he received intelligence, 
that Jafper Tudor, earl of Pembroke, uterine bro- 

'77 Wethamftede, a contemporary writer, fays the duVe of York 
was taken alive, and beheaded on the field of battle. J. Wetham. 
p. 489. »78 Ibid; p. 495. Continuatio Hift. Croyl. p. 531. 
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^^^^' ther to king HcBiy, and the carls of Willfliire 2s4 

Ormond, were following hiai with a coniiderablfi 

. army of Welih and Iriih ; which dd^ennsiied Urn 

to turn badL to encounter thefe enooaies in the firft 

place. The two armies met, February 2, at Mor-* 

timer's crofs, near Hereford^ where a faloody bottle 

was fought, in which the earl of March, now dukt 

of York, obtained a complete vidory. Tbs two 

earls made their efcape, leaving 3800 of their men 

dead on the field ; but fir Owen Tudor, father t^ 

the earl of Pembroke, with feveral other knigi^ 

and gentlemen, were tak^i and beheaded, accosd* 

' -ing to the barbarous praftice of botE parties in 

this cruel conteft^"^, 

5?cond The queen was on her march to London when flie 

St. Ai- received the news of this defeat of her friends ; and 

^'^ '• though fhe was much dejefted by it, flie determined 

to proceed, in hopes of getting poffeifion of the 

capital, and of the king's perfon, before the young 

duke of York could come to their relief. But 

when flie reached St. Alban's, fhe found the duke 

* of Norfolk and the earl of Warwick, with the 

king in their company, and a niirrerous army, 

ready to obftru6k her progrefs. On the morning 

of Shrove-Tuefday, February 1 7, the queen's troops 

attempted to force their way through the town of 

St. Alban'^s ; but were repulfed, with confiderable 

lofs, by a ftrong body of archers polled in the mar-* 

ket place ; which obliged them to turn up a lane, 

through which, after a Iharp conflia, they gained 

"vHall,f. xoo. HoUingfh. p. 1304. Stov, p. 4«3« 
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the open fields. Here they found the maiii body A.d.i4«»* 
of the enemy re^dy to receive them, and a fierce 
aftion immediately commenced. The vidory for 
fome time remained doubtful ; but the lord Love-^ 
' lace, who commanded die Kentifh men, either 
through cowardice or treachery, turning his back, 
the whole army fell into diforder. The duke of 

Norfolk and the earl of Warwick, knowing that 
immediate death would be the confeque^ice of their' 
being taken, made their efcape, and left the queen 
in pofleffion of the field. Thus three pitched 
battles, all of them very bloody, were fought inr 
lefs than two months, of which we have few exf 
amples in hiftory. 

' At the beginning of the battle, the king was left Theqaecn 
in his tent, under the care of the lord Bonvilc, who hcr^huf* 
would have made his efcape, but was perfuaded by ^^^'^ * 
the king to ftay with him, upon his royal promife 
for his fafety. But he was beheaded after the battle,, 
without the leaf): regard to the king'^ promife, the 
laws of war, or the didates of humanity. Henry 
was conduced to lord Clifford's tent, where he had 
! a tender interview with his queen and fon. At the 

queen's defire he knighted the prince of Wales, 
I with thirty young noblemen land gentlemen, who 

L had diftinguifhed themfelves in • the preceding' ac- 



tion ''^ 



If the queen could have marched to London im- Thcqucci 
mediately after her vidory at St. Alban's, Ihe might i^J"*^* 
perhaps have obtained admittance. But this was north. 

i^o Hall, f. 100. 
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not in her power. Her troops, in oppofition to the 
moft peremptory cotnmands, fpent feveral days in 
plundering St. Alban's, and the adjacent country, 
and pufhed their ravages to the very gates of the 
city. This gave the citizens time to recover from 
their conflemation, and infpired them with a refo- 
lution to expofe themfehres to any danger, rather 
than admit ftich favage plunderers. They even 
flopped a few waggons loaded with provifions, 
which the magiftrates fent to the queen at her de- 
fire. Defpairing, therefore, of gaining the capi- 
tal, upon receiving intelligence that the duke of 
York was advancing at the head of a fuperior army, 
(he was obliged to relinquifh all the advantages of 
her viOiory, and retire with her army into the 
north ■"• 

oflSd '^^ ^^* ^^ Warwick, after his defeat, coUefted 
IV; the remains of his fcattered troops, and joined the 

duke of York at Chipping Norton ; which ren- 
dered the army of that prince fuperior to that of 
his enemies, and encouraged him to advance with 
a defign to give them battle. But finding that they 
had decamped, inftead of puffuing them, he pro- 
ceeded to the capital, into which he entered, Fe- 
bruary 28, amidft the loudefl acclamations of the 
citizens ; and on the following days, great crowds 
of people from Kent, Effex, and the neighbouring 
counties, came to the city to join his ftandard. 
Edward wifely determined to improve the prefent 
favourable opportunity. His army being muftered 

»•' J. W^cthamftcdc, p- 503— joS, Hall, f. xoo« Stow, p. 414- 
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in St. johh's fields, on Sunday March 2, and a 
prodigious multitude of the citizens come out to 
view it, the lord Fauconbridge, who fuperinterided 
the mufter, took an opportunity to harangue the 
people, — on the unfitnefs of king Henry for go- 
vernment,— on thie misfortunes of his reign, — and 
on his violation of the late folemn agreement, by 
attempting to deprive the duke of York of the 
fucceffion; and concluded with afking them, if 
they would have Henry to reign over them any 
longer ? on which they cried out. No ! no ! He 
then afked them, if they would have Edward duke 
of York for their king ? To which they anfwered 
in the affirmative, with the loudeft acclamations ; 
and fent a deputation to Edward, to befeech him to 
aflume the government. A great council was af- 
fembled next day, of all the prelates, nobles, chief 
niagiftrates, arid principal gentlemen in and about 
London : to which Edward, in perfon, explained 
his title to the crown, and infifted on that article of 
the late folemn agreement, by which it ' was ftipu- 
latcd, " That if king Henry attempted in any way 
" to break the faid agreefnent, the crown Ihould 
*' immediately devolve to the duke of York or his 
** heirs;'* and then left the council to confider 
what he had repr^fented. The coufacil, after a 
Ihort deliberation, unanimoufly agreed, *' That 
Henry of Lancafter had forfeited his right to en- 
joy the crown during his life ; and that it was 
'* now devolved to Edward duke of York ;'* and 
concluded with entreating him to accept of that 
crown which was his undoubted right. Edward, 

after 
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after a fliort apology for his youth and inexperience, 
complied with their requeft. On Tuefday, March 4, 
the young king (for fo he was now called) went 
in proceffion to St. Paul's, where Te Deum was 
fung ; from thence he proceeded to Weftminfter- 
hall ; where, being feated on the throne, with the 
fceptre in his hand, he received the homage of the 
great men who were prefent. He was then con- 
duQed into the church, feated in the king's feat, 
and offered at the (hrine .of St. Edward '^. 
c^araftcf Thus ended the inglorious unhappy reign of 
VI. Henry VI. who loft all the conquefts of his illuftrious 

father, and the hereditary dominions of his family 
in France, and at laft the crown of England. His 
perfonal appearance was mean,' his countenance 
melancholy and unmeaning, bearing little or no 
refemblance to the handfome, ftrong, and aftive 
Henry V. and the beautiful queen Katharine. But 
the weaknefs of his underftanding, and the facility 
of his temper, were his moft fatal defeds ; the one 
rendering him qliite unfit for holding the reins of 
government himfelf, the other making him a paf- 
five inftrument in the hands of thofe by wh6m he 
was furrounded. In private life he was harmlefs 
and inoffenfive, devout (according to the mode of 
thofe times), chafte, temperate, humble in profpe- 
rity, and patient in adverfity : but tlie weaknefs of 
his underftanding degraded all his virtues. In a 
word, Henry VI. was much fitter for a monk than 
for a monarch, and would have, made a better 

'«' J. Wcthamftedc, p. 509—514. Continuat. Hift. CroyUp. 531. 
Hall, f. xoi. Stow, p. 415. 

figure 



Cii.t.#4- CIVIL AND MILITARY. if^ 

figure m a cloifter than in a court '*^ But that in- ^^^j^ 
fignificancy which loft him his crown, faved his life ; 
for \)trhen he fell into the hands of his fucceffor, he 
permitted him to live, not thinking his death necef- 
fary to his own fecurity. 

Henry VI. cannot be confider&d as an ufurper ; Henry vl 
and the defence which he made for himfelf, when cr. 
he was accufed of that crime in the tower, feems 
to be fatisfeftory : " My father (faid he) and 
^^ grandfather were kings of England ; I was en-. 
*' throned when I was an infant, crowned when I 
** was a child, received the voluntary homage of 
** all itiy fubjcfts, and enjoyed the royal authority^ 
** unchallenged, almoft forty years '''^.** He reigned 
thirty-eight years and fix months. His only child, 
Edward prince of Wales, was now in the feventh 
year of his age^ We fhall afterwards hear of his- 
unhappy, fate. 

SECTION IV. 

From the dccejfton of Edward IV. A. D. \ifi\^ to 
the acceffion of Edvjard^ . A. D. 1483. 

pDWARD IV. was in the bloom of youth, be- ^^^:^ 
^^ ing hardly nineteen years of age, when he Fdward 
afcendcd the throne of England ; beautiful in his into the 
perfon, engaging in his deportment, excelling in '^^^^^^ 
, all mahiy exercifes, brave, adtive, and even pru- ' 

»8i*See John Bfackman, De Virtutibus Henrici Vf. Apud Ot- 
tcrbourne ct Wetlumftcde, edit. Oxon. lyja. v. i. p. 487—306. 

»•♦ Id. ibid. p. 305. 
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A.D.1461. dgut beyond his years. Inftead of fpendilig haB 
time in vain amufements, he applied to bufineb 
with fo much ardour, that the firft divifion of his 
army, condu&ed by the earl of Warwick, left 
London, March 7 ; and, ,five days after, he fol- 
lowed with the reft of his forces. On that fame 
, day, he gave a fpecimen of that cruelty which af- 
terwards ftained his charafter, by orderiiig the exc- 
cution of one Walter Walker, a grocer, for having 
fpoken contemptuouily of his title to the crown. 
' His army increafed as he advanced ; and when he 
reached Pomftet, March 27, he found himfelf at 
the head of a gallant army, of between 40,000 
and 50,000 men \ . 

Battle of Queen Margaret, and the nobles of her party, 
after their return into the north, had been very ac- 
tive in recruiting their army, which now, lay at 
York, and amounted to 60,000 men. The duke 
of Somerfet was appointed commander in chief; 
who, leaving the king, queen, and prince of Wales, 
with a proper guard at York, marched out to 
meet the enemy, March 28. On that day, the pafs 
at Ferrybridge was eagerly difputed by advanced 
parties of both armies ; and, after two bloody Ikir- 
mifhes, was fecured by the Yorkifts, who there 
paffed the river Arc. Early in the morning of 
Palm Sunday, March 29, thefe two mighty armies, 
inflamed with the moft violent animofity againft one 
another, were drawn up in order of battle on the 
'fields between the two villages Saxtcn and Towton, 

' J. Wcthamftcdc, p. 515. Stow, p. 415. Hall, Hen. VI. 
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about ten miles fouth of York. Edward iffued A.D.1461; 
orders to his troops to ta£e no prifoners, and give 
no quarter j nor is it improbable that the orders on 
rile other fide were in the fame fanguinary ftrain. 
The aSion began at nine in the morning, in the 
midft of a heavy fliower of fnow, which was blown 
with great violence in the &ces of the Lancaflrians^ 
and prevented them from feeing the enemy dif* 
tinftly, Qt judging rightly of their diftance* Thd 
lord Fauconbridge, taking advantage of this cir-» 
cumdance, commanded his archers to advance 
briikly a few paces, and fhoot their flight arrows 
with ail their force, and then fall back. Thefe ar- 
rows, being light, reached the Lancaftrians, and 
made th^m almoft empty their quivers at too great 
a diftance. The Yorkifts then advanced ; and^ 
pouring ill fliowers of arrows upon their enemies, 
did great execution, and made them tufh oil to & 
clofe engagement, with fwords, fpears, battle-axes^ 
and other inftruments of death. The confliO: now 
became general, fierce, and bloody, and fo conti- 
nued between four and five hours, viftory forne- 
times feeming to incline to the one fide, and fome- 
times to the othen At lengthy towards evening, 
the Lancaftrians began to recoil ; and, being hard 
prefTed, they broke, and fled on all fides, and were 
purfued with great flaughter. This was one of t^e 
mofl: bloody battles that ever was fought in Britain* 
Thofe who were employed to number and bury the 
dead ;as we are told by a contemporary writer who 
lived near the fcene of aftion), declared, that their 
number amounted to 38,000 *• Amongll thefe 

• » Continuat. Hift Croyl* p. 533, 
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A.p,i46«-'"'werc many perfons of rank and fortune; as the 
earls of Northumberland, Weftmoreland, and 
Shrewfbury ; the lords Clifford, Beaumont, Ne- 

vil, Willoughby, Wells, Roos, Scales, Grey, 
Pacres, and Molineux ; befidcs a prodigious num- 
ber of knights and gentlemen'. This was the 
fourth pitched battle fought in lefs than three 
months in England, in which abov^ 60,000 of her 
braveft fons perifhed ; among whom were feveral 
princes of the blood, and many of the prime no* 
J)ility. 

Xhe dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, when they 
faw that all was loft, rode full fpeed to York, at- 
tended by feveral lords and gentlemen j and taking 
with inem the king, queen, and prince of Wales, 
fled into Scotland; and never thought themfelves 
Me till they had reached the capital of tha? king- 
dom *. 

Edward, not fatiated with ajl the blood that had 
been fpilt in battle, caufed much noble blood to be 
ihed' on the fcaffold. The earl of Devonihire 
and fir W, Hill, being taken in their flight, were 
beheaded at York, and their heiads fet up on the 
walls of that city ; from which thofe of the duke of 
York and the earl of Salifbury were taken dowx^. 
The earl of Ormond and Wiltfliire was beheade4 
at Newcaftle, and fir Thomas Fulford at Hex- 
ham ^ 

After celebrating the feaft of Eafter at York, 
Edward marched as far north as Newcaftle ; and 

3 Stow, p. 4»£. J. Wethamftedc, p. 517. HalUHtn. VF. f. iqj, 

4 Holingih. p. 1297. Leland's Collectanea, vol. 2. p* 499* 
s Stow, p. 41 J. 
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having left the earl of Warwick there with a c6m^ 4d.^6u 
petent force, to keep that part of the country in '^^''"^^ 
order and fubjeflioni he returned to London^ 
June 26 ; and three days after he Was crowned at 
Weftminfter with the ufual folemmty \ 

When Henry VL with his family and friends, TJegoti>^ 
arrived in Scotland, they found that kingdom in ^^tioiiifii 
almoft as dift rafted a condition as that which they . 
had left. James IIL was a child of only eight 
years of age ; the regents appointed by parliament 
were divided into parties j and the whole country ' 
was a fcene of faftions and family feuds. The 
royal aiid noble fugitive ^ however^ were kindly 
received and entertained. Queen Margaret foon 
contrafted a friendfliip with the queen-mother^ 
Mary of Geldets, by propofmg a marriage be- 
tween the prince of Wales and her eldeft daughter, 
which was concluded* She alfo gained the fa-* 
vour of the regents, by furrenderiiig to them the 
town and caftle of Berwick, April 35 '* To coun- 
tera£t thefe operations of his moft aftive enemy ^ 
Edward fecretly negotiated an alHiance with the pk)* 
tent and turbulent earl of Rofs, and lord of the 
ifles, June 1, and gave the earFof Warwick ^ com- 
miflion to treat with the regents of Scotland for a 
truce, July 18 '. This prevented a national decla- 
ration from Scotland in favour of the exiled family, 
but did not prevent many individuals of all ranks 
from efpouiing their caufe* 

6 Hall, Edward IV. f. i . Holinglh. i5. 1 5 i 3 . 

^ Stow, p. 416. • Rf m- Feed. torn, tu p, 474, 47^. 
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A.D,j46f, Edward, determined to fecure that crown by law 
'p ''r~^'^ which he had gained by arms, iffued writs, May 23, 
ment. fummoning a parliament to meet at Weftminfter, 
July '65 ; but the unfettled ftate of the country, and 
the dread of an invafion from Scotland, caufed, it 
to be prorogued to November 4 '. So many of 
the nobility had fallen in battle or died on the 
fcafFold, or had been driven into exile, that there 
remained only one duke, four earls, one vifcount, 
and twenty-nine barons, who wete fummoned to 
this parliament. Henry IV. was declared to have 
been an ufurper ; the right of Edward IV. to the 
crown was acknowledged and confirmed ; the pof- 
terity of Henry of Derby, commonly called Hen- 
ry IV. Were declared incapable of holding any 
eftate or dignity in any part of the Englifh domi- 
nions for ever; Henry VI. late king of England, 
Margaret late queen, Edward called prince of 
Wales, the dukes of Somerfet and Exeter, the earls 
of Northumberland, Devonfhire, and Pembroke, 
with a prodigious number of lords, knights, and 
gentlemen, were attainted ; the heirs of all thofe of 

the York party who had been condemned as traitors 

I, 

' by the other party when they were predominant, 
were reftored to the eftates and honours of thdr 
anceftors ; and, in a word, every thing was done 
the victorious prince thought fit to didatej for 
which he gave theoi many thanks, and made them 
many promifes, in a fpeech from the throne, at the 
end of the feffion **. 

9 Dugdale's Summons to Parliament, i Edw, IV» 
* - !• Parliament, mfi. vol *. p. 3x1*^3 ij* 

3 At 
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At the conclufiori of this feffion of parliament, ^^^^^^ 
in which fo many great eftates had been forfeited, Rewards. 
Edward enriched his friends with the fpoils of his 
enemies ; and, to gratify their ambition, he raifed 
feme of them to additional honours. His eldeil 
brother George was created duke of Clarence, and . 
his youngeft brother Richard, duke of Gloucefter j ^ 
the lord Fauconbridge was made earl of Kent, 
lord Bourchier, earl of Eflex, and fir John Nevil, 
brother to the carl of Warwick, was made lord 

Montacute'\ 

Edward was no lefs attentive to punifli Jiis cnc- a.d. i^e*. 
mies, than to reward his friends. John de^Vere, P""*!*^- 
earl of Oxford, with Aubray de Ver^, his fon, and 
fevcral knights and gentlemen of the Lancaftriaa 
party, were beheaded on Tower-hill, in February , 
A. D. 1462'% 

While Edward was thus labouring by all means Q^cen 
to fix himfeLf firmly on the. throne, his mod formi- ^^y?*- 

■' ' , . ret 8 voy* 

dable adverfary queen Margaret was labouring with age to 
equal- ardour to procure forces to pull him down. and"re-* 
Ending that flie could not bring the regents of ^'*'°- 
Scotland to declare war againft Edward, fhe, with 
the duke of Somerfet, and a fmall retinue, failed 

to the continent, to folicit fuccours frcnn the king 
of France, and her other potent friends. Though 
Lewis XI. who had lately mounted the throne of 
France, was one of the mpft felfifli unfeeling princes 
that ever lived, he could not refufe a feemingly 
-kind reception to fo near a^ relation in fo great dif« 

" Parliament. Hift. p. 311— .319. HalJ^fidw.IV. f i. 
i s^ Stow> p*4x4. Holingih. p*i3i3. 
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A.p. T4^*. trcfs. But the unhappy queen, after a long an4 
^^^"'^ cameft folicitation, at laft difcovered that no ef- 
fedual fuccours were to be expefted from that 
quarter ; and therefore, having obtained a loan of 
fi 0,000 livres, and a fmall body of troops, com- 
manded by Peter de Brezc, fenefchal of Nor- 
mandy, (he failed for England, and after a very 
ftormy paffage arrived oflF Tinmouth, about the 
end of this year. Being prevented from landing 
there, her fleet was overtaken by a ftorm, many^ 
of the (hips were put on (hore near Bamburgh 
caftle, and that one in which the queen failed got 
into Berwick, with great difficulty. The French 
troops took fhclter in Holy Ifland, and were foon 
attacked by a fuperior force, and the grea^eft part 
of them killed or taken ; but their commander, with 
fome others, made their efcape to Berwick ". 
A. D. 1463. Nothing could appear more defperate than the ' 
fjiufeof caufe of Henry VL and his family at this time. 
Ssfoo-atc! -^'^oft 2:11 their powerful friends in England were 
either killed in battle, put to death on the fcafibid, 
or attainted and baniihed out of the kingdom. Ed- 
ward was negotiating truces with the kings of 
France and Scotland, the only princes from whom 
they could exped aififtance ; and there was the 
greateft probability that thefe negotiations would 
fttcceed '*. Henry duke of Somerfet, the neareft 
relation and greateft fupport of the houfe of Lan- 
cafter, viewing things in this light, yielded to 
di^fpair, and made hi; peace with Edward ; and 

>i Monftrelety t. 3. p. 91. Hali, Edw> iV. f. z. Stow, p. 416. 
»♦ Rym fad. torn, 11. p. 50a— 5x3. 
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his eicample was followed by fir Ralph Percy, and f^-^ yi; 
many others **. In a word, Henry, his queen, and 
fon, were left alraoft alone at Edinburgh, without 
friends, without money, and without any probable 
ground of hope. 

But nothing could fubdue the aftive undaunted Qi'c«» 
fpirit . of queen Margaret, Leaving her huiband rcrs fc- 
and fon at Edinburgh, (he £aled from Kircud* ^0"^,,^^^, 
bright, in Galloway, April 8, with four fhips France. 
and, landing in Britanny, obtained a prefent of 
1 2,000 crowtw from that duke '^ From thence 
flie proceeded to the court of France, where fhe 
was treated with booming refped:, and flood god- 
mother to the only fon of the duke of Orleans, 
long afterwards Lewis XII '\ Here, however, fhe 
had the mortification to fee the ambafladors of 
king Edward, who were negotiating a truce, well 
received, and frequently admitted to audiences. 
The truth is, that Margaret was a very unwelcome 
gueft at the court of France; and, in order to 
faaften her departure, Lewis, after exafling froni 
her ai^ pbljgation to deliver up Calais as foon as it 
^as in her power, privately gave her a fmall body 
of troops, with which fhe arrived fafe in Nor- 
thumberland, in the month of Odober, cxpefting 
that the people of that country wauld take up arms 
in her favour, But they, obferving that fhe had 
brought but a fmall number of auxiliaries from 
Prance, in general remained quiet, which obliged 
her, after taking a few caflles; to retire into Scotland, 
were fhe fpent the winter '*. 

«5 Hall, f, I. Stow, p. 416. ^ W, Wyrccftcr, p. 493. 

*7 Viilar, torn. 16. p. 454. »« V^. Wyrccftcr, p. 495, 494- 
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Though England enjoyed a kind of peace during 
the abfence of queen Margaret, Edward feems. to 
have been under continual apprehenfions of an 
attack both from France and Scotland. To guard 
a^ainft thefe attacks, he conftituted fir John Nevile, 
lately created vifcount Montacute, warden of the 
marches towards Scotland, June r, with power to 
array all the men in Vhe northern counties, be* 
tween fixteen and fixty years of age, to repel any 
invafion that might be made m thofe parts "• la 
the beginning of Auguft, he gave a conuniffion to 
the carl of Warwick to guard the fea, with a 
certain number of fliips and men, probably with an 
intention to intercept queen Margaret in her re* 
tum'% When he received intelligence that fhe 
had landed in the north, he came with all poITible 
expedition to York ; but being there informed that 
fhe had retired into Scotland, he returned into the 
fouth ^'. 

Queen Margaxet, being determined to make an 
eflfort to recover the crown which fhe had loft, be- 
fore the truce between the two Britifh kingdoms was 
concluded, collefted all the friends of her family 
who had fled into Scotland, engaged as many, of 
the Scots as fhe could, by the promife of rewards, 
and permiflion to plunder, to enter into her fervice; 
and joining all thefe to her French auxiliaries, 

< « ■ 

formed a confiderable army, with which, accom-' 
panied by her hufband and fon, fhe entered Eng-» 
land, about the middle of ApriU Her affairs for 



" Rym.Foed.tom.il, p.500, 
w. Id, ibid. p. 510. 
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fome time wore a favourable afpeft. The caftles ^ ^- ^4> 
of Bamburgh, Duftanburgh, and Alnwick, were 
cither taken by her troops, or delivered to her by 
their governors. The duke of Somerfet, fir Ralph 
Percy, and feveral others who had made their peace 
with Edward, on hearing of the queen's fuccefles, 
flew to herftajidard with their followers**. 

King Edward appears to have been greatly alarm- Edwanr* 
cd at th$ defedion of his pretended friends, and prc^^. 
the fuccefs of his declared enemies. He difpatched ^^°^ 
the lord vifcount Montacute into the north,' to 
raife his forces in thofe parts, and obftruft the pro- 
grefs of the enemy ; and iiTued a proclamation, 
commanding every man in England^ f^om fixteen 
to fixty, to be ready to attend him and march 
againft his enemies at a day's warning ^K Setting 
out from London, attended by a fplendid. train of 
nobility and a powerful army, he reached York 
towards the end of May **• 

The fears of king Edward, and the hopes of Battles of 
queen Margaret were both of Diort duration, and moor ai^ 
the lord Montacute had the honour, to difpel the ^^^*»- 
one, and to deftroy the other. He firft defeated 
and killed the brave fir Ralph Percy at Hedgeley 
moor near Wooller, April 25 *^ Having receive4 
amnforcement from the fouth, he advanced tom 

m 

wards the main army of the enemy, encamped on a 
plain called tb^ Levels^ near Hexham, attacked 
them in their camp, and, after a long and bloody 

*• Hall.EdJV. f.i. Stow, p. 4171, 

*3 Rym. Foed. tom. ii/ p,5a4<' *♦ Id. ibid. p. 514, 

• H Hall, f. a. Ed IV, ' ' 
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A. D. 1464. ftruggle, obtained a complete viSory, May 15**. 

^ ^~ * King Henry made his efcape by the fwiftnefs of hig 
horfe, and was conduded into the county of Lan« 
cafter, where he was kindly entertained, and long 
concealed, by the friends of his family *^ As a 
reward for this decifive viftory, the lord Montacute 
was immediately after created earl of Northumber- 
land, and obtained a grant of the forifeited eftates of 
the Percy family*'. 

Tteqpccn Queen Margaret, with her fon prince Edward, 

&c,tfcapc! efcaped from this fatal battle, but purfued a dif- 
ferent route from king Henry, and were recdvcd 
into Bamburgh cattle by fir Ralph Gray *'. From 
thence they foon after embarked, with the duke of 
Exeter, fir John Fortefcue, the famous lawyer, 
chancellor to king Henry, fome ladies, knights, 
and gentlemen, to the number of about two hun- 
dred, and arrived fafe at Sluis in Flanders. After 
vifiting the ' earl of Charolois, defcended by his 
mother from the houfe of Lancafter, fhe proceeded 

»s Hal!, f.i. Ed, IV. W. Wyrccftcr, p. 498. »? Hall, f. 2. 
« Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p- j;a4. ' 

^ If the ftrange adventure mentioned by Monftrelet, the French 
hiftorian of thofe times, ever happened to queen Margaret and her 
fon, it was moft probably in their flight from this battle. That 
writer relates, that the queen and her fon, flying from a battle 
alone, were bewildered in a wood, and fell among a gang of rob- 
bers, who plundered them of their money, jewels, and every thing 
valuable ; that the robbers quarrelling and fighting about the divf. 
fton of their booty, the queen and prince fled, but ibon after met 
with another robber, to whom the queen prefented the prince, 
faying, " Behold, my friend, the fon of your king, I commit him 
H to your protection }'* with whi«h the robber was fo much aflSec« 
ted, that he conduced them to the fea^coaft, from whence they 
^ikd. Monft. torn. 3. p* 96. 

to 
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to the court of his father Philip, the good duke a. d. 1464. 
of Burgundy, the moft magnificent prince of his 
age. Though Philip had long been on ill terms 
with her and her family, he received the difcon- 
folate queen with the greateft tcndemefs, enter- 
tained her and her friends inthe moft fplendid raan- 
fter, and having made her many valuable prefents, 
he fent her, under a proper guard, into I^orrain, 
where fhe fettled, with her fon and principal fol- 
lowers, in a caftle given her, with the eftate an- 
nexed to it, by her father Renie, duke of Anjou, 
^d titular king of Naples, Sicily, and Jerufa- 
lem'^ 

The battle of Hexham was very fatal to the Exfcu. 
friends of the houfe of Laacafter* Befides thofe ^*°***' 
who fell in the aftion, many of them loft their lives 
on the fcaffold. Henry duke of Somerfet was 
taken, ^nd beheaded the day after, at Hexham, 
with four others : William Taylbois, earl of Kyme, 
Thomas Iqrd Roos, Rqbert lord Hungerford, 
aand fir Thomas Fyndeme, were taken a few days, 
after the battle, ^nd beheaded at Newcaftle j and 
twelve knights and gentlemen were carried to York, 
and there executed '% Many of the fugitives had. 
taken flielter }n the caftle of Bamburgh, which was 
befieged by the earls of Warwick and Northum- 
berland. The garrifon capitulated in July, and the 
governor,' fir Ralph Gray, was beheaded at Don-, 
carter '% > 



3» W, Wyrceftcr, p^ 497. Monftrelet^ torn. 3. p. 96. 
*» W. Wyrceftcr, p. 49S, «» Id. p. 499. 
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A. D. 1464,^ To complete Edward's good fortune, all the 
Truce caftles in the north were reduced in the courfe of 
j^^^^* this fummer j and a long truce of fifteen years with 
Scotland was concluded^ at York, June t, by 
which the king of Scots engaged to give no aid or 
protedion to king Henry, his queen, or fon, or 
iariy of their adherents '^ Edward, having thu3 
reduced the north to a ftate of perfed tranquillity, 
returned into the fouth, by flow journeys, fpending 
the laft months of this year at different places by 
the way '\ 
Fdward ^ ^^^^ interval of tranquillity which Edward 

declares enjoyed when queen Margaret was at the court of 
liagc. France, he formed a connedion which involved 
himfelf, his family, and his fubjeds, in many ca- > 
lamitics. Being young and amorous, he was cap- 
tivated by the charms of Elizabeth Widville, widow 
of fir John Grey of Groby, and daughter of Ja- 
quelinc de Luxemburgh, duchefs of Bedford, by 
her fecond hufband, Richard Widville, lord 
Rivers, Having tried all the arts of fedudion in 
vain, he was prompted by the violence of his paf; 
fion to marry her privately, at Grafton, May i, 
A. D. 1463". Confcious of the imprudence of 
this ftep, he kept it a profound fecret during the 
troubles which enfued. Thefe troubles being now 
over, Edward thought it a proper time to difcover 
the important fecret : which he did, at Reading, 

^ Nicolfon's Bordcr-Lawe, p. 46. Rym Foed. totn. ix. p. 515. 
H Id. ibid. p. 531— 538- 

3? Fragment ad finem Sproti Chron. p. 293- Fabian, toL 2* 
f. ai6f 

Septem- 



Ch. I. f+. CIVIL AND MILITARY, i«9 

September 29, this year, when Elifabeth was led ^;?J^ 
to the abbey church of that place, by the duke of 
Clarence and the earl of Warwick, and there de- 
clared queen of England, and received the com- 
pliments of all the great men who were prefent '\ 
The part aded by the earl of Warwick in this 
folemnity makes it very improbable that he had 
been employed In ^ negotiating a. marriage between 
Edward and the princefs Bona, filler to the queen 
of France, and that he was enraged at the king for 
not completing that marriage i though this is af- 
ferted by many of our hiftorians, both ancient and 
modem '^ 

l^he inconveniency of the marriage of a fove- FaTouw 
reign with one of his own fubjefts foon appeared Jjf^P^^ ^? 
on this occaiion. The court was immediately rdationi. 
crowded with the queen's relations, who ingrofied 
the royal favour, and obtained every thing their 
avarice or ambition prompted them to defire. The 
queen's father was created earl Rivers, appointed . 
treafurer of the exchequer^ and conftable of Eng- 
land ;— her eldeft brother, Anthony, was married 
to the only daughter of Thomas lord Scales, with 
whom he obtained that title and a great eft ate ; — 
John, another of her ^brothers, married the old 
duchefs of Norfolk, a lady of immenfe fortune ; 
—the daughter and heir of the duke of Exeter, 
the king's niece, was given in marriage to fir 
Thomas Grey, one of the queen's fous by her 

»* W. Wyrtcfter, p. 500. ' 

« Hall, Ed. IV. f. 5. Stow, p. 41?. Habington, p. 437. 

Holinglb. p. 677. Grafton, p. 665^ Polyd. Virg. p. jij, 

Hume^ voK >• p. ^93. edit. 176^.. 

former 
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Ncpotia- 
tions. 



A. D. 1464. fonner hulband j — five of her fifters were in a Ihort 
time married to the heirs of five of the greateft 
families in England ^'. Such a prodigious flow of 
profperity could hardly fail to render this favourite 
family a little infolent, and to draw upon them the 
envy and indignation off thofe from whom Uiey in- 
tercepted the fmiles and bounty of their fovereign. 
Bat thefe paflions did not appear immediately, nor 
produce any fatal effeft for fome time. 

Secure on the fide of Scotland by the late truce 
for fifteen yearSy Edward laboured to procure fimi- 
lar fecuiity from the princes on the continent, that 
the Lancaftrians might not receive aid from any 
quarter, to enable them to difturb his government. 
With this view, he fent the great earl of Warwick, 
at the head of a fplendid embaffy, in the fpring of 
this year, to negotiate treaties of peace, or trucey, 
with the earl of Charolois, the dukes of Burgundy 
and Britanny, and the king of France, who had all ^ 
- difcovered fome compaffion for the exiled family. 
But the ambafladors found all thefe princes fo keen- 
ly engaged in the war called the Public-^goody that 
thev had little leifure to attend to negotiations j 
which is probably the reafons that the commiffions 
to the fame ambafladors were i:enewed the fucceed- 
ing year, when fliort truces were concluded ^. 

In the mean time Edward was employed at home 
in preparing for the coronation of his beloved 
confort. In honour of that folemnity, be made no 

38 Diigdale, vol. 2. p, %zu W. Wyrccftcr. p. 501—506. 
Rym. Foed. tom.ii. p. 581.V 

59 Kym. Feed. torn, n.'-^^ S4C-"i43- P- 5^**-S^«- W- Wyr* 
ccPer, p.503,504. j^^^ 
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fewer than thirty-feven knights of the Bath, on a . d. 1465. 
Thurfday May 23 ; among whom were fever al of 
the chief nobility. On Friday the queen was met 
at Shooters-hill by the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
citizens of London, nobly mounted, and richly 
drefled, and condufted to the Tower; from whence, 
on Saturday, flie was carried in a horfe-litter, pre- 
ceded by the new-made knights, to Weftminfter, 
where Ihe was crowned on Sunday, by the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, with the ufual ceremonies *^. 
After the coronation, magnificent tournaments were 
held at Weftminfter feveral days. 

The unha;ppy Henry VI. after fuffering many Henry VI. 
hardfliips in his concealment, among the friends of **^^^* • 
his family, in the counties of Weftmoreland and 
Lancafter, was betrayed by a monk, and appre- 
hended by fir James Harington, as he fat at dinner 
in Waddington-hall, one day in the month of 
July. Sir James, with the aififtance of fome 
friends, condufted the captive king to London: 
for which fervice he received a grant of the forfeit* 
ed eftates of fir Richard Tunftell *\ Henry was 
met at Iflington by his greateft enemy, the earl of 
Ws^rwick, who comms^nded his feet to be tied to 
the ftirrups, and in other reipeds treated him with 
great indignity ** : a fufficient proof that the earl 
had as yet no intention of quarrelling with Edward, 
or of raifing Henry again to the throne. In this 
difgraceful pofture the fallen monarch was con- 

♦» W. Wyrcefter, p. 501—503. 

♦« Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p. 54S. W. Wyrcefter, p. 504. 

4* Stow, p. 419. 

6 dufted 
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A. 0,1465. dufted through the ftreets of London, altera pro* 

^'^""^^^"^^ clamation had been made, that no perfon fhould ffievr 

him any marks of compaflion or refpedl. When 

the proceffion reached Tower-hill, he was ccxM 

pelled to ride three times round the pillory, an(| 

then lodged in the Tower, where he was treated 

with a degree of contempt and cruelty which to a 

generous fpirit would have been worfe than death *'• 

Magnifi- George Nevile, chancellor of England, and bro^ 
ccttt fcaft. i^jjg,. ^Q J- j^g ^.^j.j Qf Warwick^ had been tranflated, in 

the fummer of this year, from the fee of Exeter to 
that of York, and was enthroned in September, 
with aftonilhing expence and pomp. The duke of 
Gloucefter, the king^s brother, and almoft -all the 
nobility 3^ bilhops, and .great men of the kingdom, 
were prefent at the magnificent feaft on that occa- 
fion, except the queen's relations ; .which feems to 
indicate that a coolnefs had now commenced be- 
tween them and the family of the Neviles, to whom 
Edward owed his crown ^* 
A. p. 14^6. Bi2t this coolnefs had not come to a great height, 
Eiifabcth nor was there as .yet any appearance of aa opea 
*^'^' breach between Edward and his powerful benefac- 
tors. For the earl of Warwick had the honour to 
ftand godfather to the princefs Elifabeth, of whom 
the queen was delivered, February ii, at Weft- 
minfter: the ducheffes of York and Bedford, the 
two grandmothers of the royal infant, were the 
godmothers **. 

4« Motlftrelet, torn. 3. p. 119. 

4* Leland'8 CoHectanea, vol. 6- p* z— 14. 

<5 Wp Wyrccfter, p. 505. 
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Whik Edward enjoyed the greateft profpefity , atod ^' ^- '46^ ' 
his court was a fcene of inceffant triumph and fefti- Diftrcis of 
vlty, thofe unhappy noblemen who had followed Marians. 
the fortttHes of the houfe of Lancafter were reduced 
to gf eat diftrefs . Philip de Comines, a writer of un-^ 
doubted credit, afierts, that he bad feen Henry 
Holland duke of £xeter walking on foot without 
fiioes, and begging his bread from houfe to houfe : ^ 
•j^ ftrange reverfe of fortune for one of the ferft \ 

princes of the blood of England, hufband lo the 
ddefl; lifter of the reigning king ! The duke qf 
Somerfet, and feveral other great men (as the fame 
;mthor tells us). Were in greater mifery than com-^ 
moa b^gars. The d^ke of Burgundy, when in- 
formed of their diftrefs, fettled* fmall penfion^ upoa 
them barely fufficient for their fubfiftence ^*. 

The fecret jealoufy and mutual diflike which bad ^ ^' '*^^* 
early taken place between the queen's relatioiis ar\d on th't ^a • 
the powerful fajinily of the Neviles, gradually in- N3vIr«L^*^ 
creafed, and now began to appear openly. The 
Widviles viewed the immenfe wealth, prodigious 
power, and extenfive influence of the three brothers^ 
Richard earl of Warwick and Salifbury, John earV 
of Northumberland, and George archbifhop of 
York, and chancellor of England, with jealoufy 
and terror, and ardently defired to diminifh their 
wealth, power, and influence, in order to increafe 
their own. By degrees they prevailed upon Ed^ 
ward to enter into their views ; and a refolution wa» 
formed to bring down the Neviles from that tower-^ 
Jng pitch of greatnefs to which they had attained, 

^ Memotres de Comines, edit BrUiTeUe«i torn. z. p. zS>f 

You IX. O la I 
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A.a T46r. Id conCiaqlieiice qfi fSus nfohtfioli, the Ui^ivfntito 
tim: arehbiihbp of York's houCb^ vfitre Ihaftrprefate • 
w^BB Ktonfined. by fickxief^, June . ft, \aiidl denimdcd 
tiic fkah^ which he received^ sad. 6aan.a£tBti^it 
liverdd to the bifliop of Bath said Wdb *^*; r Ihi^ a 
parliament that \ras then fitting' at W«ftmififlier§ aa 
a^ivas p^ed, empowenn^ tbef -king td^i^&fmethe 
eft^es * he bad given^ away (wiiH feni^ exceptions) 
fmce his acceiSon to the 'ti^a&e^, ' TW© ^ aa> ^if fo 
ilidf ^Was ehiefly intended agaiiift <he^t!«lgsv ^o 
tod (AfiSfa^ gr^ti offeftfe^al 'forfi^ckf' eftarfei^- ii-i 
*feW»d for thaf Terncej^ ifi kiffe^ ^^-mn^Wftte 
Ifectae: ^m^^ kiiig fainiedlatdy'^ ^dVifc^ - Wb 

irtattdi*; Wfcicai he had gVahttd^fe fte'aixHbifiul^ 
T&rk ; 3Wf ^ aSftained fSwtt-ffi^ fin^HSf ^eitectrSbfl b^ 
thaSt^a|iinft-the femilf fer f6fad%ifid " ^ '^ ^^ ^^-^'^ 
^W^e tfeeTe ungfeifeffctrs attaiie? ^tr<J4fiad^%Pi 
JSSf^" hiY -inchds and fetmV, the dnV 6f m 
Warwick, abfent oti w enJba% at the cdnkbf 'Fi'anc^^ ^ffe 
Was' received at Aat court JI^A^n^at^Rbcfefi) ^tK iU 
tn« honours that ^"Cdiild have b^eri paid the"^ ^rSat^eff 
monarch. The^^rtfal Lewif, Who ard^ntlf ^efiVerf 
an uiiion with tlie Iking of England "ag^iiift his 
mortal enemy the earl of Ciiafotois, to vvhdffi H&' 
knew Warwick was no friend^ tnet HfA'fSveh 
leigties from Kouen, conduced hirfi inW^tfiy 
fchy, with afolemn procdTion of alt' tfi^c^^g^ 
5^^^ 7> entertained him twelvie day^ iri'*tfti^ m^ 
fplendid manner, and made film the niofE magnifii 

4? Rym.Foed. torn. ii. p. 578. /^ ^ . i 

4«parlia«icnt Hifl> v.j|. p. ^9. W. VVyrC€/lcr,.p.5og. ^ - 
49 R)xn. Feed. tom. if. p. 57S. 
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cdnti^Mnefi^ ^i ' ilcftsr cmckr&ng. a truceiqr dgh- 
toBt^^iqidmihs,. lite eari rbtiimed to Erigland, and 
arrived Tikit Lcndgn, July 5, th6 day> oh which rthe 
parliamait rmtt £i&i\id ^\ HeHvas' foHaweJ- iaito 
Sngland^by tKe archbifcdp of ' Narbon r ani ■'irhe 
baftard of BQurbon^ who made £dward Uie molt; 
tftntpltng ^iflRsractQ; engage him to form an aUiance 
tvii^ii)<r'i^9Uftfiof France ^\ But th^ offers com^ 
. loorlat^^ aiad »vere rej«fited. .■•>■■} / .. - • = ^ ^ / 
V. ]Philip[4u)se 4)f Burgundy a^ id$ hn Charles 
farl. o£ ^hiirolois; earneftly ^efire4 to; form a con»> 
fc^er^f y. wjth Cu^jid againft Forsjnice. in ok^cx 
to,.^c(;pffiff}^.i\{\s^y t^^ the baftard ofj^m-f 

g^^)u^;^ tl>e.^ hegiapiBig of Jun^,' to thje cqurt of 
Jlng^adi w^?^:^^?^ pmteucc of perfornji^pg c^p^qi 
feats of arms. w.ii;h.49^Jiony lord Sqalc^^ ihgfvi??pj? 
bj:^CI^, b^t 19. reality ta.prppofe a,iiwrniig8/jbe- 
ty^Q tj;^ . q^} of Cbarolois and the lady ,M;aiga^ 
Idijig Edward*?, fitter. Nothing could )t)e Wje 
pl^afifig; tp JEdyard th^n this predial, ^aj it pr.q^ 
gur,e4,i^, hp^PUfaWe fettlement to a beloved fiftet. 
deployed ihe .hpufe;of Lancafter of itSiChief fupppr?, 
and iifecured a, powerful cpnfedeTate to hi^jf If j^ 
pjpfe^ai^ng his claims in France. Commiffic^Der,^ . 
W^e^ appointed on both fides to fettle the terms of 
i^p marriage ,; • and in the mean time Philip , duke 
cf 'Burgundy died, and Charles .fucceeded -to all his 
tialL ^pq&ions^^ This event made an. alliance 
ivjth. that prince ftill more defirable.. , 

, fo Continuat. of Monftrelct, p. 43. »» W^. WyrcclVer, p. 510. 
M Id. ibid. Rym. Feed. tonp. ir. p. 58\ 
« Monfirdet* torn. 3. p. no. R ym." Focd. to*, ii. |h^3<>- 
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Hicearl of Warwi<^, foon after his return from 
France, went into the north, in fome d^ree of 
oontemed. 4ifcontent, which was not diminiftied by his con- 
veriaUom with his two brothers^ particularly with, 
the archbilhop of York. It is not howerer, 
probable, that either the earl or his brothers as yet 
entertained any thoughts of palling down Edwatd, 
and reftoring Henry VL tathe throne. 
Marriage All preliminaries having been fettled by the com* 
Wn\\B^^' ,n»fljoners, the marriage of the lady Margaret 
gundy. ' ^th Charles duke of Burgundy was finally agreed 
to by Edward in a great council held at j^ngftbn 
iipoA Ths^n^s^ Odober i, to be cdebtuted^ ibdn 
as a difpei^tign gouU be obtained frdtn the pc{>b. 
B))t that.^oved more diffeult ' than: was ^jpeded 
{owing to the influence of the kmg of' France at 
th$ CQurt of Rome), and Retarded the nianfijie 
tnore than fi^ months ■\ At the feme tiiiie, a 
treaty Qf peace? or rather a long truce of thirty 
yearsi was concluded between Edward and ' his 
future. brother-,ia-law ". The king, queen, ihd 
pourt, mad^ a progrdls. northward^ and celebra^ 
the feaft bf /^iChriftmas at Coventry ^\ 
A. D. X468. While the court remained at Coventry, a kki4 
Rcconciii- q[ reconciliation was niade between the. queen's 
^relations and the Nevilc family,, by th^ Jntiwpafir 
fipn of fome common fiiends. The archbifliop of 
^Tprk h^d a meeting with carl Rivers, the ({Ueen^s 
father, at Nottingh?.m, in which all preliminaries 
. verc fettlcd'j . and the. earl of Warwick attended 

H W.Wyrceftcr, p. 511. 5^ R/oi.Fced. t.ii. p*59i^ 

'' W. Wyrccftcr, p.'sn. - . . 
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^,^,gr|^t^councU at Coventry, in January, when he ad. 146?. 
j jv3.aff^]?lH:ly recondled to the lords- Herbet/Staf* 

-j-fg54i ^^d Au^fey, who had married^ the tjue^tfs 
j-[ff^ef$,, The. king was To well pleafed ^ith the part 
. the, /archbifliop had afited.m this afTair, that hi 
T^ftored the. t\\cp manors he had taken from him^V 
Jlfjifit^^is- probable ttiis reconciliation was not very 
cordial; it is cer'mirf it was not very laftihg. ' 
-r $J<> king 06 England had ever taken fo much ^irend<?d 
p^mXO fefcure.the'fi-icndftlpof foreign^rihte^l^^ twnc^'!''^ 
rEdwardi iM*: Bcfid^ the loiig triite with Scotlaftd^ 
:,h6 CQiitrajftdl-alHinfCes with the kin^s of Arrag'oh, 
r^C^liei.^pcli Denmark, and with' Aft" two ^btent 
.4pj|sjes of Burguia%and Wit^tilfy ^V* iH^this'itolrty 
l^b% h^,th^£e (^of ends iifcyieWi-^d pfev^t*thfe libufe 
, o£5L,ancafter (torn rectiving' aid from inyJbf thofe 
.,pfincegr---5Uid :tdT;prcx:itre thdr '^iSftatncii- fti M at- 
tegjpt: he iittended to make for the rfecof (n^ '^Fthe 
-g#glith dominions in France. He com^Municited 
,;.this^, J intention^ lo a pariiament at' Weftminft^i'^ in 
.jMay,:aiid it met with the hearty approbation of 
•that affembly, whicih gfknted no lefs than two tenths 
and two fifteenths^ to enable him t6 execute Ki^ 
,,dcfign*?. Bat iilternal commotions foon ' diverted 
ail thoughts <^f foreign coriquefts.' 

• - All die preliminaries of the marriage of tlie lady -* . 
Mai^ret with the dulte of Burgundy being fully 
fettled, (he rode through the ftreets of London 
behind the earl of Warwick, June 18; embarked 
at Margate, July i ; arrived next cfay at Slid j 

57 W. Wyrceftcr, p. 51a. 513. . • 

* Uym. Feed. torn. xi. p. 5»2'-«6o6»63t. 
*« Pail. Hifl"- vol. ». p. 33». 
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^yi^;[^^ and T?as married with great kiemukfi at'Dtun^^ 

July 9 K . ^. . . 

Tri-h Riding before the fedy Margaret in that proceO- 

fion was not' the only mark of retped assid ^biifi- 

deilce that Edward conferred on the car! of War* 

wick about this time. Several gentlemen havibg 

been apprehended, and acciided of corpefpending 

with queen Margaret, the kiBg granted ^ conMnJf- 

fion to hiis own two brothers, the dukes of Clareftcfe 

atfd Gioucefler, with the earl of Wari^icki, arid 

th^ carl ofNorthumberJand, his brothefr,- Iw fit m 

judgttiefit upon them at Guildhall in July. The 

twri tarls afted with gfeat zeal }fi the execution rf 

thiS^tommiflion ; and very tinjuftifiaWe methods 

were lifed to procure Evidence againft the prifdner^ ; 

pr whotn fome wtre condemned tod escefcuted***. 

This feetni to' afford a fufficient proof that Edwstttl 

did not as yet' fufpefi: Warwick or his brother of 

diffaffeaion. '^ . . 

A. t>. 1469/ ' George duke of Clarence had long 'been dlfcmn- 

l)uke of tetlted. He thought himfelf negleded by the king 

married, his brother, and imputed that negl«d to the in- 

fluehce of the queen*s relations, againft whcnt- he 

eiitertained the moft violent animofity. Their 

coitimon hatred of the fame perfons naturally pro- 

duted an intercourfe and communication of councils 

bctwfe^ Clarence and the carl of Warwick ; and 

this intcriourfe gradually improved into an inti- 

liiate union of interefts, which was at laft cemented 

by a marriage between the duke and the lady Ifa- 

belki, the eldeft of the' earl's two daughters, and 

•• stow. p. 4*1. *' W. Wynccfter^ P«S»5* 

one 



Ch.1. $4- CI VJt. A*rp MILITARY. - ' 199' 

one ofilhe, h^flfes oif his jgi^eat efts^tCp This ittar. ad,i4.«9/ 
riage was celebrated with great pomp, at Calais, ^ ~-^^' 
JuIy,ibir^Tbyf[thp,apchl>ifhopof ydrk'^% ] ., ' 

lUiCiteix^esto time a d?kngerous infurre&ioji of- infurrec- 
the fiifri^^riirf^rid-CQinmoa people took place in YorUhire. 
Yorkftirej^^eKxaficned by the officers of the hofpi«\ 
tal:Q£n&| ^QjiaVdV.^^ -York violently, exafting 
ceata^i quancjtifiSi^of <gr^, which the ferm^ers re- , ^ 

fufed:.t^::pay. ••.M§iiiy-ofv 9wr^ W iiifinuate, 

that .thisriuforreftion waa raifed by, the emiffwe^ af . 
tht> I^i^e^-ftfBUyf; :feiit -this ^^ 
it'^wis c^rMtdf. off^fcd l?y on^rofrthe heads lof rfiat 
f^UyyijM^^^ A#efi jhe iBCM^g^^nta anKjumec^ to 
i^od5fe-»iefl£f jri4.ap|^Q^f^d^^he ^m of-X^rk, 

body,'^£^^fWieflr iol^^^ ait^cdarid d^f^ted 
tfe/eipy [igoJsLrthtir J^der, <^lled..Rpb^, <?£ Redfd^le, 
aftdib0h,§ad^. him;^ thefiefy^ Th^approf^ch of 
night prevented any purfuit*'. y/^ ^ 

-fiBjitrtho^ghT thse inftii;g8ftta:W!ele defeated, tfipy Battle of 
vqaaBtvux difpafed } and tbey foon. found leadert- Baubuqr. 
oftgreafcer abjlii5«0^ and: highei: ranjf;^ . th^n.^I^qb^ 
oft Rf^yHale; r. Thefe w^e^; fir . Henry Ncyjle jaixd-. ^ 

fir John Gaftit^ ; who, leaving the , .neigbourhjOgd, 
of ^oric, dirked dieir march fouthw^fj^. >A^,|pon 
jtSiJEdward he^rd pfv(hi? infurredion, he ^giy^^h? • 

lord Herbert, 'iitely .^rested ,?ari, ofgiRwbrjjf]^ 
andth^: lord Stagbrd, created -earl. of. Pevon, at 
the hrad of a confideraWe arifty, tp mee^ and. en- 
couriter the enemy. Whea the tvto ^arl^ w^th . 
their £9rc<^, arrived at Banburyy^t]^ i)«an;d]ed 

** V»\\, Ed.vr. f. 9. Stow, p. 441. ^HaU^fin 

O4 fo 
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AJXT4fe). fo Tfolaitly about thdr lodgings, that die earf of 
Devon "Withdrew the troops under his conunandi 
and the earl of Pembroke, with his divifion of the 
{army, confifting chiefly of Welfhmen, was de- 
feated by the infurgents at Edgecote in Northamp- 
tonfhire, about three miles ^firom Banbury, July 
26 **. The vidtors (as was ufual in thofe times) 
Itained their laurels with much blood which they 
fhed after the battle. The earl of Pembroke, his 
brother fir Richard Herbert, and ten other gentle- 
men, were beheaded on the fidd. Richard earl 
Rivers, the queen's father, and fir John Widvife, 
l^er brother, being taken in the foreft of Dean, 
were carried to Northampton, and put to death 
on a fcaffold, without any trial *^^ 

It was reported (fays a contemppriry writer), 
that thefe things were done by the confent of the 
tarl of Warwick ; and this, which was then oply 
a vague report, had been adopted by many hifto- 
rians as an undoubted truth **. There is the 
cleared evidence, that king Edward himfelf enter- 
tained no fuch fufpicion ; for he conftitu/ed . the 
earl of Warwick, Augufl 17, chief jufticiary qf 
South Wales, and gave him feveral other offices 
of power and truft, which had been held by his 
favourite the late earl of Pembroke; which he 
certainly would not have done, if be had fufpeft^4 
that Warwick had any connexion with rebeJs who^ 
\kdd murdered his own father and brother in-law ^\ 



Warwick 
in favour 
with Ed- 
ward 



*♦ Fragment, ad finem Sproti Chron. p 300. 5tovv, p. 422. 
ft> Stow, p. 4J2, Ha 1. f. I?/ 6» Fragment p. 301. 

•7 Rym." Fqed. torn. ii.p. 647. 
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^ .Bifl^tlioQ^gliEdwsuFd) sit that time plafscd ^r«t ^,^r^^ 
COQJ&d^ce m the attachment of the; earl of Wur- Rupture 
\iftcfc,.that co^depce did ijiot continue much longer, p^f'^^^ 
For he, giJ^xted a commiffion to John duke cf and his 
Norfolk, Jol?n duke of Suflfolk, and Amhoay ^i^!g^, 
Uifj^lord Scales, now earl Rivejs, dated at Weft- 
minfter, 1 6th Noirember this year, to array all th^ 
men capable of bearing arras in the counties of 
Norfolk and Suffolk^ aga^ft the duke of Clarence 
and Qther, rebels, who had confpired %q deliver 
king ,Henry,*^ The immediate caufe of this vio^ 
lent rupture between king Edward and his brother 
Clarepqe and tl^e earl of Warwick, is not certainly 
known, ^ foffie aflign^in^ oj^ie caufe and fpme an- 
other, and none ^ them, , very pjfobable^ It is 
only certain, th^t the royal brothers had loi^ been 
diffatisfiea with each other's conduQ: ; and when 
they were in that flate of nund^ a fmall fpark n^ght 
raife a mighty flanie. . 

Henry Percy, fon aiid heir to the earl of Nor- P««yft^ 
thumberland who was flain in the fatal battle of ftored. 
Towtori, had been from that time kept a prifoner. 
in the Tower of London, while John Nevile, bro- 
ther to the earl of Warwick, enjoyed his title and 
' cftate. Edward (it is faid) caufed fecret hints to 
be conveyed to the friends of the Percy family, to 
prefent petitions to him for the refloratipn of their 
imprifoned chief to his liberty, and the eftates 
and honours of his anceftors. In confequence of 
thefe petitions, young Henry was fet at libertyj 
Oftober 27, and foon after reftored to the earldom 
of Northumberland *^ The lofs of fo much power 

^ R7111. Foed. torn XI. p. 649. <» Id. ibid. p. 64?. 

and 
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KBxH^ff. add wealtBiat oncecouM notrbntfic tory jdifa^ed- 1 



abk to theNcTiIe fantily; and thifcim^jjhtbei-^diie* 
' caufdiof tjidir:difcm^ering ihcir 4ifafFedidn txi'^EcU 
waDdTitithis tunc. < J ! 

A.D. 1470. Biit as the Jeatfon' w%rs too for advanced ^t nufi*' 
Kcconciii- tary dperarions, conciliating meifures were adopted 
twccn the by the coutt. John' Nevile, who had been de- 
Ckfcnc^ priyed of the title of earl of Northumberland, \cras 
raifed to the higher title of Marquis of Montague; 
and' hfe eldcft Ton, George, Was created duke of 
Bedfi3rd^ January 5 5; and flattered with the I hopes i 
of obtaining the princefs Elizabeth, the kinig's' 
«ldeft daughnzr^ in marriage ^\ !a:a \j*ord, the 
reconciliation between the court and the bihiiy of 
thrNeViles^ hx the begihning. of this men&orable 
year, wa^, in appeanince at leafl, :fo coihpletci 
that Edward granted a comtniflioin^ at Waslthanii 
Abbey> March 7, to the duke , of Clarence 'and diev* 
earl of Warwick^ t6 array all the men aWe tb bwri 
arms in the county bf Worcefter, and to . conduS^ * 
th$m to the army the king was raifingjBgainft cct- 
tain rebels '% .. i 
Rebdlion. Thi^ rebels mentioned in. this commifEon were 
commanded by": firrJR.obert Wells, eldefl fon of, 
Richard lord Wells, and ^other gentJiemen ofli^ 
colnfliire. They drove fir Robert Burgh, who 
hel4 a place in the king's houfehold^ out of ^th§ 
county, demoliflied his caflle, plundered his eftate, 
and* declared for king Henry. This infurreftion 
was probably a part of that plan which the. duke 
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. 7' Dugrdale Baron, vol. i. p. «3J. 
7» Rym. Foed. torn. II. p. 652. 

of 






Ch.'ivfV CrviL' AND ^MlLlf ARY. ' m 

of -6ii^enbe and theearl of Warwick hSid fdttiied : a d. 1 47tJ. 
Ibivtljeirrf owp :*defence, agamft the indignation of '^*"* 
Edlvarrf^ vhen hfi denounced them rebels j and ir 
had broke out before they had an opportunity of 
acqtointing the leaders of it with their reconcilil- 
tion to the court. Edwavd fent for Richard lord 
Welis with a foleuin prdmife for his fafety ; ind 
direSed him to write to his fon, commanding him 
to lay down his arms* Not trading to the fucceli 
of this^fcheme^ be raifed an army, with which he 
inarched northward, carrying with him the lord 
WelbV. • 

Before Edward fet out oa this march, he paid a piot. 
vifit to George Nevilc archbilhop of York, at bis 
bot3& of' Moor*park ; and when * wafliing' before 
ftqjper^ he received private nodce from John Rat- 
cliff, tioae of his attendants, diat loo men at arms^ 
were ready to ieize bisperfon'^\ Alairmed at this* ^ 
notke, he went fuddenly out of the houfe; mounted 
his horfe, and rode off fail fpeed to Windfor '*• 

Not only the archbifliop of York, but alfo the ciirence 
duke of Clarence and the earl of Warwick, were ^^j}^*V" 
enraged at this abrupt retreat of the king, as &!• icH their' 
dicating a rooted diftruft, and reflefting highly ^^^^^r 
upon their honour. They immediately difpatched , 
a meflenger to fir Robert Wells, entreating him 
not to lay down his arms, and promifing to join 

« , 

7» Stow, p.4at. Polyd. Vit^il, p. 5i». n Fragment, p. $0%, 
7^ This feems to have given rife to that rooiAntic incredible tale 
related by almoft all our hiftorians,— that Edward was at this time 
taken prifoner by Warwick, and fcnt to his caftle of Middlebam 
in YorkOiire, from which he made his efcape, through the too great 
siBduigcQce of the archbifliop ot York, lus keeper. 

him 
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him with a powerful reinforcement ^ fom us pof- 

flblt y . and ill o^r to perform ftxiat prom^e,^ the 

'^ duke did eafl fet? out for WartHct 'fd coflea tfieir 

fcrceB*^ , 

infmrec- ■ Bttt aQ tbeirichetncs irere fuTned.by tne^raih' 

tion fop- ajft ^ (■„ ^o]icn Wdh. Whert Edward' witfi his 

acmy reached Stamford, and fotmd ffiat 'fir Robert 
wast ftiti in arms, and paid no regard to fhd jcomr 
Imnds of his fether,-he was fo incenfed, that, tpr* 
jgrtting his promife, he commanded* Tii^ fetHer^ the 
imd Welk, to be beheaded/'A bafe ah4 jfc?ip. 
, iMUToas adibn ! which rendered (fie ^on fo irnpa- 
vaent^fdr revenge, that, with<?tit waiting for^l^ar,- 
^wkky' he gavfe thie^ king battle, was qefe^ited^ ^^? 
prifoner, and foon after beti^aded at' Staintord, 
with fir Thomas DiMnock, and Tome btjb^r lea^m 
«f theinfurgents. The unhappy fu^rers 'ackiK>w- 
ladged, in theif laft moments, that they, had fbe^fl 
encouraged to perfifl in their reBelGon hiy the ^u^j5 
of Clarence aiid the earl of Warwick^ whi^n gavf 
Edward fiiU information of their defeQion,^*. ,,„..,. 
ciarenccj When the duke and earl, who were theii.3t>Wai:r 
T/jckw" wick, heard of the defeat of their fri^nds,,at St^iUr 
▼oit. {iyrd, they marched with the fmall number.of tTopji* 

they had raifed in a few days, iqto hwi^^Sw^ 
(fpreading as they proceeded thg molt . in|}aipjggf. 
tory reports againfl: Edward), in hope§ th^t jj^ 
mas lord Stanley, who had married the earl's fifte^f 
would join them in their revolt j which he f efuled 
to do. They then intended* to march Into York- 

75 Oauf. 10 Ed. IV. apud Car|c, ^voK.a.jP^^So. 
75 Id. ibid. Contin. liift. CroyL .p. ^f^. , 

fhirc^ 
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jBiire, wHere th^ Jbad tmaf> fiiead^ B^lt tht^ r^^^*i?3l 

torious anny, vms already at Yorky and bad^ptib- 
U(hed from tlteace, March ap, a fevore proclamap 
tipn^againft t^e fpreaders ojF falfe repQFi^?^ Fjboi 
the fameplac^ he publUhed^ JVSarcb. 24, a long tfe* 
daradan^ acquainting his fubje&& with .the txt»% 
fonafale defigns of which bis brother Cference aii4 
the earl of Warwick, were accufed; a^ thathit^h^ 
fumtnoned them^ by ah^rald, to appear before hini^ 
Mareh ^8^ to anfwer tp thefe accufatiom^ under 
the. pain of being declared traitors. A« they did 
not appear, they were accordingly. prodainsMsd 
rebels, at Nottingham, March 3J.^*, 

DeQjairing to raife an army in the xtorth^ Cla** ciapcnoc 
ijeiiceaiid Warwick retired, or rather fied, imo.the wickref" 
weft, in order to make their efcape to the cow^ ^inar^* 
tkient : md Edward purfued . them with fo much »»*«> . 
ardow,. .that he marched from Nottingharo to 
Exeter jxk fifteen days ^^ The fugitives, living 
procured a. fufBcient number of ihips, embalmed, 
a^out th^ fame tim^, at Dartmouth, with theif 
£M3iilies and moft attached, friends, dire£iing their 
cpurfe .towards^ Calais, of. which Warwick waa 
governor, ai^ where they intended to take ihelten 
But there they met with an unexpe£ted repulfe from 
\fia5ider, to whom Warwick had given thq gxxverii^, 
meitf of the place in his ab&nce. That ungnu;^ 
fttl a4¥^itiirer pointed, his^gun^ . againft his^^ bfn^ 

77 Rytn, Feed. torn. ii. p. S^j, 
.7* aiiuir. i<» (d.rv; apud Cartc, p, 79d* 
79 Rynit F<9d, tim* ii« p. 65(^, 

fa^r. 
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^'P^H7ft> fyO^Yj' and w€«ild riot peitiiit him, e*r •afty'^fePfrii 
Mttipany, to land; not eveii . the ^ucfeefe' <rf Cfe. 
r^fice, who fell in labour; and ^as ' ddfvered^^ttf a 
fon on fliip-board. Vaucl^r, .by a ctmfidcritial 
ifififlGMiger, advifed Warwick to retite infto*Pfaiice^ 
^md wait for better times ; afluring hini, thai he had 
reftrfed him admittance into Calais, beciiife'ri^ 
could not have afforded him prbteftibn ; ' bdt thatj 
Dtrben an opportunity offered, he ' wbuld coiftvinte 
him that he had not forgotten his fiiViiutu.'^^Wftat^ 
ever were the real imc^itions of Vauder,--hii^ ttei 
dtift was fo s^reeable to Edward aiid th^ diikenof 
Burgundy, that the former gave 4rim tht gcfvdfti^ 
mint, of Calais J and the fetter ^gHtltedhim^lf^ftblP 
ot 1O0O ^crowns a-y,earj < on'^fiich- he^^bbk^lar-ftia 
lemn oafth to be felthfui to Edward ^a&Mr^ all<^^ 

At the Warwick, believing^ or pretendki^ to^ ^*9k5^ 

Fra^""^ Vaucler's pixrfefE^s, took hhviMc^f^mi IK^i^^ 

fefized a fleet of Fleaiilh Aipd in * hi^ -psflTag^i^'iSlJ 

moA^ in May^ at Honfl^up in -IS)^tili2lkid^Pi^xtBij||i(P 

he : found the baftard of Bdut1^!l?na4n#iW«^fe? 

France, who received and treated*'- the 4ll§ft*fedb 

exiles in the taott polite ai«4frteiidlyiJid8ni^ 
Having provided the beft a^c€bihlo(Jati<S»S^ foi^ i^^ 

la4fcs^^&nd • their attendants^ at WiSfigi*94Kf^cfe*^ 
dufted the duke of Clarence, the earl: of Wai^^efc^ 
with Jafper Tudor, ifeart of P6mbrtfke,*^%sa^Shri 
•5 de Verts, earl rf.pxf6rd*(^ho had ilfoi^S^dlillS 
England), to the court of France, which, was thep 
at Amboife. JLewis XL wbQ fcai}iongvdi«ded the 

'® Philip de Comines, vol. i. p. z88, i9^. 

' intimate 



}pfpaf^tGi^^f^Qf^ of Hl«g E4w»d! ^h his itwQ<«8;^ ^!f*;2I^ 

^i:f)taqpiyi, j^ecfiiyfl^rihep^ with the gr^ateft : jpy^ sud 
^gja^d«^9^ epti5rtdo^!b^fmefs'\ >. : : f: r. it : 
. . v^^A . Warfffck . firft forrndd ithq , iiefign^ . of • 4et Plan for 
^nPQipgvp^iwtd, iJa^Md no.thowghw of reiteri^g Hf,J?J"^|. 
Q^ii5)}yyX,,butjgacp4ed to raife his owa f^n-m^w, 
th/5J^^^^QQf^^Ur^^4:;a,^to; the throne-. Qf tlj^h^. 
^3^i^/9ffi^^^i;kY' l^^?rd^ in his Iqag, d^c|aratioi> 
j«ji^ed ^,;5r9ricj,;ftl^cb Z4 ; ami it was.g^swrs^lyi 
k;^^^^ 4Qdc.bdie/refl, in £ 3ut.b&iboD» » 

%ii)^j|}at^hi^ w^Svj|]ggp/a3i£ab^^ difa^ ' 

Wfii^^^9r^ ^-^^f^'i^^^ »BC#ty of adopting tb^ 
P^^9f»pC?<^ tflr ^^^i^g ofrFragce^ -which ^a^t^, 
^^IfeMMf^^WJf:i4a ^hich h^ was t certain ::9i* 
the aiEftance of all the friends of the houre-ol) 

L9f^fk{|prc>t oi^f#Mn4ke ,difcomehi$d« YQ]^&iil3^ «id 
^t^ Kwnqh^flfiofiar^h*. To oigs^e him j»ora 
]]^rtily i^ln, jthi&defignj fpcontttiry to aU his for^p 
fl^fiifrinciplcti ;fUid^a^QnS) it was propofed, that, 
]S4w9^'i|^nc^ , of Wlile$ ihould marry his yotin^* 
^'^itt^Sfttei^t the IgAf Ann ; that he Ihould be re- 
gfiMrn^f th^' ki&g(}<M^ during tlie reign of Henry 
9j^ tbft qpMfity of^^dward ; and that if EdwaM 
^Uif^ widiotttriAie^^ Clarwce fliould fucceed to th^ 

xt liS/^iOft all thefe arrangements were fettled, mef* M.trriage 
fwg^S'^'^cMd initio conduS Margaret of Anjou^ prince of 

■' Contin. Monttrelet, f . 34. Philip dc ComineSy I.3. ch.5. p. 190. 
J< Cllifltiioie^hl IVVafiid Urtc* vol. 2. p. 710. 
, *i CoBtin, Monitrelct, f. 34, Philip de Comincs« vol. t p. 191. 

queen 
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A.p,i47** qtieeti of England, and her fon Edward prince of 
^'^^^'^^ Wales, from their refidence in Lorndn (where they 
had lived feveral years in grezt obfcurity), to the 
court of France. Though no two perfons in th^ 
world perhaps ever hated each other more heartily 
dian queen Margaret and the earl of Warwick, yet 
their ambiiion, their intereft, and their need of each- 
other's afliftance, engaged them to fupprefs, or. at 
leaft to conceal, tlieir hatred on this oc^aiion. 
Margaret agreed to all the arrangements propofed ; 
the marriage of the prince of Wajies z&d the lady 
Ann Nevlle was celebrated to the apparent fatis&e-r 
tion of all concerned ; an alliance, offenfive an^, 
dcfenfive,^ was concluded between king Henry ftm^ 
Ac king of France ; ^nd every thing agrted up«^ 
was confirmed by the moft foleitiu ojtfhs of tSi 
parties*^. 
Puke of The fatis£adion, howeyer, difcoVered oft thil 0t^ 
Sfc^n-^* cafion was mt fo great as it appeared*^ llie 4ulie 
tcntpcL of Clarenee was fecretly difcontented ; nor ws» t^ 
duchofs^ pleafed with the profpeft of fedhg i^f 
younger fitter upon a throne, when Arc was to nemti^ 
a fiibjeft* Edward foiaoul means to incresde .iheb 
ditbon1:ents, by fending ova* to^ them a. lady wfao 
bad formerly belonged to the duchefs, . and'hadbaea 
her bofom friend, and confident* Thisiemaie Ipo^ 
litician (whofe name is not preferved in'hiftory) 
pafiisd through Calais^ and .hsd the dtxcetfty to 
deceive Yaucler (theanoft artfiil man. of thk jogd 
of deceit and artifice), by difcovering his fecret at- 

'^ Plul^ de ComhtjCJj vol. i. p. 191. 
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tachrtent to' Wai^ck; and coftcfealihg the<i€figa of ' ^^^:^\ 
htr own j6ur«ey. She arrived fsife at the *x:ourt of 
$*rance, and was admitted,, without fufpicioB, to the 
duke and dachefs of Clarence ; to whom flie repre-' 
fented the folly and danger of their prelent condud ' 
in fuch ftrong colours, that the duke fent her backl 
to his brother, with: aifurahces, that he would em- 
iM'ace the firft opportunify of returning to his alle-^ . . 
giance". : ' . ' : ' 

: King Edward, after the flight of Clarence and Ed wardy 
Warwick, difbanded his army j and abandoned him- : ^^^^^ ^' 
felf. to. hunting," feafting, and other fenfuai indul- 
genqes, to' which, he w^s much addift^d. The 
duke of Burgundy,* who knew, what was tranfitft- j 
iag in the court of France, r endeavoured to roufe : 
him from Tiis fecurity, and gave him frequent warn- .' 
ings of an a]^rtaching ftorm. But his love of 
pleafure, and the ftrohg aflfurances given him by * 
the.arch^lihop of .York and the marquis of'Mohta- ^ 
gae, the earl of Warwick's brothers; of their in- i 
viable attachment to . him againfl: all the world, - 
piievented his regarding thefe wamings'^ 

The kihgrof France having furniihed the£ngliih ;^'?'!JJ!^ 
e;KiIes with fome ftoutflups, a body of troops, and wick re- 
acoi^derable fum: of money, they /embarked at j^'^^nu. 
Honfleur, and landed at Dartmouth, Septen;iber 1 3, * 
about five months afier their departure from the : 
fame place; They had kegt up • a correfpondence 
with their friends in England; and fo many of thefe • 
joined themfoon after their landing, that they co^i- ; 



'* Philip dc Coinin«8» T0I.1. p 153.- 
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TKnetd tow^d)^ ^ dyHiiaU diffKifi9f « wio^fte^ 
MittimtMlsftg a^l tfaie fiibjeft» who ^^vem oap^Uo ef 
bwmg «rm$> to joip them, in ord^ to tfot)ifoaur 
tiia tyraat Ed^v^rd (as they odled him)* and riftofr 
Kog Herify to the throne % 
^^9^^- KingEdvmrd w&$ ia Ae north, fiipprdfing fione 
^Hcd, Gommotioiis, of whidi we have no c^nS accotmt^ 
when he received the news of this lan&tg; at 
which he rejoiced^ or pretended I0 refoice.; and lent 
a^meflkge to the duke of Burgandy to* guard the 
feas, to prereat the eaii of Warwick's efcape* Bm 
ht foonibiind reafon to diange Im ieiitiments> or 
at leaft his language. He ap|tointed his forces tf> 
a&mble at Nottingham, and wailed in that ne^h^ 
boiirhood, expeding a powerful reinforcement 
mnder his friend the marquis of Moniague, who 
was then at York. But when that nobleman 
catne within ten miles of. Edward's quarters, at thm 
head of 6ooq men on wbom he conid depend, be 
d^coTered his dofign c^ declaring £50: king Henry $ 
and that defign was fo agreeable to his folkxven 
(who had formerly been iana^anb), that they 
made the ^r ring with crying, ^^ Xong live king^ 
" Henry I" The n?ws of this miexpeded event 
were communicated to king Edward by one of his 
minfbrels, and confirmed by other miefeagersu .Hi^- 
, firfi? thought was, to draw out hts. farces, and braw1]p> 
i^eet his ex^miesa But l0];d Hafiings foon con- 
vinced him, tbftt^ he could not depend on the £de- 

. Iky 
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lil^ of hif-QWQ troops^ apd t}iav h« )ia^>|K)i Qtj^ar 
ps|it to ts^ but to attepapt ^n, efqi{ie tqth§ qofxtU' 
ueat., In cQnfbquenc^ of this advice,, the-^mg^ ^ 
vith Ms brother the duke of Oloucrdfl^ » ^rl Riyer^i 
afl4 fevea qr eight other aoblemen, Tffid a fmal| 
Ipody of bis mod faithfvil . followers, inftantly 
inounte49 ajod rode to Bi(^opVLyime in Norfollf ^ 
embarked oa bo^d three (hips they fpupd hx ifaat 
po^, a^ pyt to fea, Oi^ober 3. After a very 
imrow ^<9pe frofn a fleet belpnging to thf HauGp 
to'V'W) tb^n at eiiqifty i^i^th the EogUihj^ be lande4 
near Alcmar in Frie^laad, without as wf,ch moi^ 
pey in bis pocket as could pay his ps^age *^ , In, 
this maimer^ a xsigbty king was expel^^ firpxn big 
dwiinKini, in ft few dstys, without one ^oke of a 
fword, <vo4e drop of blood ! 9at thif w^^ the 90? 
of AlddfA, fMFprifing revolutions^ 

W^V^^h V%f oa hi^ way into the north with King 
1^9 9rniy> wbei) be received the agreeable tiding reftored 
4)| ¥iig ]^dw»Td's flight } on wbjiijb he inuniedi^ely 
marched !ol4>nd9% btto which be entered # 
triimil^, Q^C^F 5* Ne^t day be reliev^ Henry 
from b|s tediQpi imprifonment in the Towef^ pro* 

.cb^im^d Um lawful kiqg» su^4 ^ooduded bini 
"V^H grmit pomp tlu'Q^ tb^ itr^^^s of Londoi) 
.^ lfe§ bifllpp's palace, wbere he re^d^ till the i^ 
wb^ he Wfpt in foleflipprp^elgpgy vitfe t^ qryw^ 
ffli W? b9a4 Rtt4^4^d by hi? prfJat^, »9ble$y ^ 
l^^t nif% tiE^ ;^ f9»W to ri^tfixn tban^ to God 

iorWi rfftpp^tibs^'. 

•• Continvat. Hift. Croyl. p. 554. Stow> p. 4a«> Hall, f. %o 
JLekuid CoUcAanea, vol a* p. 533* ^ ^tow, p. 44** 
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AD. f47d. Queen Eliiabeth, dreading what was to happen, 
pwnceEd- had retired privately from the Tower, in the night 
wardborn, of Oaober I, with the young princeffes, her daugh- 
ters, and a few faithful friends, and taken iheiter 
in the fan&uary at Weftmiiifter. ' In this mehn^ 
choly abode ihe was delivered of Ker- eldift Ton," 
the unfortunate Edward V. on November 4 *'• • ^ 
tif^rer^ X When the report of this great revoluiicm in Eng^ 
Jution on land reached thecohtinent, it occaiioned the greateft 
ncnt °" ^ j^.^ ^c court of France, and no left dejedion in 
the court of Burgundy. By the king's commahd^ 
folemn proceilions of all the clergy and principal 
laity were made • for >three days, in Paris,* and. lit 
the ^great towns of France, to thank God and the^ 
"Virgin Mary for having reftored Hehry of Latni 
cafter to the throne of England. • The exiled-queen 
and her fon the prince of Wales, who had lived 
fcver^l years negleded and aimoft fbgotteh, were 
received into Paris with as fpkndid aiid expetifive 
triumphs as it was poffible to exhibit*'. On the 
other hand, Charles^ duke of Bu)-guifdy, though 
naturally bold, was ftruck with confternatioti, be^ 
caufe he was already at war with France, and had 
now reafon to apprehend an immediatt^ attack from 
England. To prevent this, if pdffible, hfe ffent his 
confidential fervant, Philip *de Comines, to Vauclaii^, 
governor of Cs^s, whom he believed to be his 
friend. But when Cominies arrived at Calais, hQ 
' found Yauclair and his garrifon wearing ihe enfign^ 
of the earl of Warwick, and • declaring loudly for 

j* .90 Stow, p. 4»*, 9* Continuat. Monfti^clct, f. is* i 

» . * .•••■'• 
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king Heary, and a war with Burgundy. * 'He -^^j^;JiJ^ 
found means, however, by the interpofition of the 
Englifli merchants of the ftaple, whofe chief trade 
was with the great manufaduring towns in Flan-^ 
ders, to prevent . an immediate rupture ^. The 
duke of Burgundy was alfo much perplexed about ^ u 

the manner in which he was to behave to the exiled - 
monarch. To abandon him in his diflrefs, he 
knew would be difhonourable ; to affift him openly, 
would be dangerous. He therefore purfued a middle 
courfe, by affifting him in private, and in public 
rejedling all his applications for afliftance *^ 

Thee^rl of Warwick was now at the head of a. 0.1471. 
affairs in England, and took the mbft likely fteps ^kSby 
to fecure his power. To keep the duke of Clar. thc«ario|i 
fence fteady, he loaded him Ivith favours, giving *""".^ * 
him a fliare in the regency of the kingdom, appoint- 
iiig him lord lieutenant of Ireland, and granting 
hixri all the eftates of the family of York'^. He 
took the office of admiral to hin^elf, and appointed 
his brother^ the marquis of Montague, warden of 
the marches^*. In a word, he turned all the 
friends of kingcEdward out of their offices, and 
filled them with his own friends **. To give a le- 
gal fandlion to the whole, he fummoned a parlia- 
ment, which did whatever he was pleafed to diftate. 
By this parliament, all attainders againft king Hen- 
ry's friends were repealed, and they were reffored 
io their^ eftates and honours ; — ^king Edward and 

»• Philip dc ComincSjl. 3. c- 6. p. aoi— 304. 

91 Id.^ ibid- p. 105. 94 Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p. 693. 

'P }d« ibid. p. 66S' 679. . 'f^ Id. ibid, p,<6i-^645« 
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^^^:}^ dl hb p^tiigtok wfere attafcted, and tfiei}- cfljtfeg 
confiftra^ed ; — the croiR^ wa$ fettled oh Edward 
prince of Wides, md hii iflu6, and falling; . theth^ 
On th.e duke of Clarence, and his iffue^\ Buk 
even the lyifed: meafures are not always fuccefsftd* 

Queen Margaret, her fon Edward prince oJP 
i^ale$, with tfit dukes of Somerfet and Ereter, 
and feyeral others who had lived long in i^Ie, arr 
dently defired to return to England, to refuitle theiir 
former (Utions ; but were unfortunately detained oil 
the continent, during all this winter^ by contrary 
winds and ftorms '*• 

The duke of Burgundy was ftill in terror dfT)eing 
cru&ed between the two powerful ihbharchies of 
France and England. . To prevent this, he encou- 
raged king Edward to niake an attempt, for th^ re- 
covery of his crown^ and privately aflifted him 
with men^ money, and fllips ^^. All things being 
Teady, he embarked, with about 200Q men at the 
ree port of Vere in Zealand; from whence he failed, 
^Ibrch 1 1, and landed at Ravenfpur on the T4th of 
tthe fame month *^. At his landing he met with a 
cold reception, and even fome oppofition^ from 
the country*people, headed by one Wefterdale, a 
pried ^*'% To quiet their mind«, and excite theiir 
pity, he pretended that he had relinquifhed all 
thoughts of claiming the crown, and came only tq 
recover the eftates of his family. ^ 'if o . convince 
them of his fmcerity in this, he wore ^a citrich 
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IfeithW, the esii^ of prince Edward, Inius h4t, an^ f •^'^'; 
%6fKimaiidbd Ms followers to cry, Miig Heffry ! 
ijrhcl'^Ver tibey odtne. When h6 approached 
Tdrk, he found the gates ftui agamft lukti, 4ind 
<bmld not obtain aimittatk^ till h^ had tsdceh a 16^ 
'liixm Diatli b^re the tnayor «id aldeineb^ liiat 1^ 
did n<* intend to clan* Ae crown ■•*• 

The ttirl dT Wartnck feiilis to hakVe bad pretty war. 



^ood intefiigence of the motions and defigiis t)f pjj^para. 
king Edward when he was in Holland. 6d terly its tioaf. 
ihe 2ift of Decendi^rvA. D. 14^0^ a coitittiiffioh 
\llra$ givtn to tht tnar^ms dF Montague io irni all 
the men in the five northem ^onnties^ to repel m 
Invafion e*pe£ted in thore p^ans ; and oik th6 28tU 
of the fame xtiontk, a ^milai' commilficm wai.. .. 
grantied fot ail the tdk of the kiilgdom, to the di>il;e 
of Clarence, the earl of Warwick, the carl of Ox- 
fotd, tirtd fir Jbhn Scroop* *. In the taonth of 
Jahuaiy tiiis year, the <aA of WarWifck was coh- 
itituted adtjlital df S£ngland, and, with the duke of 
Clarence and eari of l^embroke, h^d a commiifioh 
*) attaythe tatti in Wdes**** But we know nol 
diitindly what ptogitft ihdfe commiffioners had 
tnade in the executaoh ^ their commiffions, whan 
Edtv^ard anally labded. 

Aftet king Edward had tefreihed his follo\(^rs a £d«rard 
few days at iTorfc, he marched out, direaing Ws "Stndf^^' 
route foUthward. No fituation could appear more*^""^"*]!« 
dangerous, or even defperate, chan that in which king. 
Edward was at thu time* The marquis of Mont- 
is* Hollngfb. p. to%, «®^ Rjrm. Focd. torn. 11. p. 676^ 677* 
f«»4 Id. ibid. p. 679, 6So. 

r4 ag^e 
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A.D. I47X. *s^e was at. Pamfrct with an araay fuperk>r to* hisv 
and could, eaftly have flopped his progrefs. The 
duke f>f Clarieace and the earl of. Warwick, each* at 
. the head of a powerful army/ were -marchilng 
.from the fouth to meet and oppofe him. But, to 
..the aftoniihment of all the world, themar^qis of 
Montague permitted him to pafs ^without any in- 
terruption. . The real caufe of thi^ myfterious con- . 
duft will never be kgiown with certainty; but, 
among the various conjectures that have been made 
concerning, it, this-fejems to be the moft probable,-^ 
that the duke of Clarence had fenc him orders not 
to fight till he had joined him '°^ When Edward 
reached Notungham, the lord Stanley, i\r Thomas 
Parre, fir James Harrington, fir Thqnjas ]\lDAtgq- 
. mery, and feveral - other gentlemen, brought him 
rcinfbrcemeiits '"* . Being now si^t the head of a 
- refpedable army, he threw off the ipafk ; fuid, iji 
. direfl: violation of the folemn oath, hie .had taken a 
faw days before at the high altar in the cathedral 
of York, . he affumed the name of king "''V 
Clarence The earls of Warwick a^d Oxford haying united 
ir "thcr ^^^ forccs. at Coventry, expeded every day to be 
king Ed- joined by the duke of Clarence and his army, 
which would have enabled them to put an eflFeftual 
.ftop to Edward's further pr^grefs. But that prince 
put them off with promifes and excufes. In the 
. mean time Edward, advancing boldly,' reached Co- 
ventry, March 29', and offered the earls battle ; 
which they declined '''^ The . duke of Clarence 

*^5 sto'^', p. 423. 1°^ Holingfh. p.'i329. ««>7 Hall, f. a6. 
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'*^' HoHngrh. p. 1329. 
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was oow at Jiand, . and wasvifited by fais. brother A.v.^fK 
' Riqhf^rd duke of .- Gloadefter^ who came to his 
xampf wifh a few attendants, and without any paS^ 
^rt^ The two brothers flew into each other's cm^ 
ib.riices j and, after a fliort converfation,- Clarence^ , 

having .prepared the chief jnen of his army be« 
Jfore, declared; for his brother Edward ; and the ' 

Swp armies, which feemed to\be at the point of en^ 
;gaging in a bloody battle,- united in the molt 
.friendly manner *°'. . The important fecret, which 
.had encQuraged Edward to advance in the face of 
•A> .' many d^gers, was now . difcovered ; and this 
^i^at rfTvolu^dn, the caufe of one ftill greater which 
'.foon followed,: was owing. to the intrigues of an 
^tful woman, of whofe name we are not in- 
iformed*. ' y 

. . Clarence was not alham^d to fend an intimation* King Ed- 
to his father-in-law, of his defeftion, and the vio- ^^^^^^, 

marcnesto 

Nation of his mofl: fblemn engagements, and to offer LondaiU' 
.1ii« good ofHces :Co bring about a peace between hiin 
and Edward.; This offer was rejefted with difdam 
by the en^ged jearl, who knew that, after what had 
happened, no .cordial reconcUiation ever could take 
place. , Edward then called a council of war, to 
X deliberate whether he fhould aStack the earl of War- 
wick in hi$. camp, or march dire&ly to London* . 
. This lail meafure was adopted, and. carried into exe- 
^cution ; and he reached Weftrainfter on. Monday, 
, April 9*. Though he found the Agates Ihtit againft 
him, he had a powerful party in the city, with 

» 

«« Continuat. Hift. Croyl. p- 554- Hall, f. a6. Stow, p. 4*j. 
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vhdiA he con-diK^^ded dnd td-o^emed ; ^nd th«y 

fodn procured bis admiffion^ without the ufe <^ ' 

force. All the &nduark:& in Londcm and Weftw 

^niniler were crowded with bislriends/ to the nufrB- 

her of 2O0O perfons ; among whom ^dre 406 

knights ami gentlemen, wh5 now exerted all thtir 

Influence in his lavoarn Mmiy iich merchants, to 

whom Jie owed great fums of money, ard^tly db- 

fured his reftoration ; md the.dty-ladies ki geafuerai 

were his fond admirers and ^zrmtfk advockes. 

He even found means either to corrupt Or ittdmi- 

date the archbiftop of Yofk, to whom his br<:>ther 

Warwick had committed the care of the citf , tod 

of king Henry's perfon ; and, with the coirfeftt <^ 

' that prelate, he was admitted, onThiytfday, Apriili i, 

by a poftern, into the bilhop's palace, wherc^he 

found his helplefs rival, and immediately fent ftim 

to the Tower'**. 

BJfttte of ^^ ^^^^ ^* Warwick was joined by his brothar 
Bamet. the marquis of Montague, he fet an his iti^h 
after Edward, in faeces of finding and attattiltig 
.him without the wails of London* Boft when he 
amvai at St. Alban*s, on t'riday, April ta, he 
jieceived the difagreeablie news, (hat his enemies 
were in pofieffion of the ca^taL Determm^ to 
iight them even there, he ftdvatited to Bamet oil 
Saturday ; and Edward having marched from Lon- 
don on the fame day, the two armies encamped ft> 
Hear each other in the evenings that neither of thefn 

' *ft Cbhtinuat. Hlft. Croyl. p, 154. Stow, p. 443. Hctliiigfli, 

P* «33i«^ PWKp d* Conaincs, L 3. c. y, Rym. Fad. tonu u. 
P' 709- * 
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cajdyed nnich rqjofc during the night. By ifiy* ^;^^47r> 

bneak on £after<-Sunday, April 14, both arnfiieft 

were drax^ out amd immediately mfhed mto ac^ 

ti%)li ^kh uftcommoix fuiy. 1[%r$ battle, whkh 

b€i^ ^rties believed would he ddfive, was loflg, 

fierce, and bloody, vi&ory feemitig fometimes to 

in-line to the <me fide, aind fometimes to the other. 

At length the earl 4>{ Warwick^s troops were 

thfo'wn into difofder, by im unhappy miftake, oc- 

cafioned by ^ mift, raifed (as it was then believed) 

by friar Bungy, a reputed magician. The brave 

;eari of Oxford, whofe device on his foldier's coat^ 

both before and behind, was a ftar with rays, had 

beat hi3 opponents off the field, and was Returning 

to aifift his friends, when his tfoops were attacked 

by the earl of Warwick's men, who believed them 

to be a body of the enemy, whofe device was a 

iun ^th rays. Oxford, afloniflied at that attack, 

and apprehending that fome fatal treachery (then fo 

common) liad taken place, fled, with 800 of his foU 

lowers ; which threw aU into confufion. The earl 

of Warwick, in order to revive the courage of his 

troops, ruflied into the thickeft of /the enemy, wher^ 

he fell covered with wounds ; aild his brother the 

marquis of Montague attempting to relieve himt 

Ihared the fame fete. Thus periflied ^lichard Ne- 

vile, the ftbut earl of Wairwick, commonly called 

fb^ Kir^-^alter^ and with him perifhed the profpe- 

lity of his family, and the power of his party. Ak 

ibon as his death was known, his army difpexfed, 

and left Edward a complete vi£tory '". The duka 

»i. Cm|^. pit Crayl. p.5f ;. HaO, Ed. V. £ ty. 
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A.i >.x47i. \Qf. Exeter was grievoufly wounded, and left for 
dead on the field, .but afterwards taken up, and coa* ; 
veyed fecretly into the fanduary at Weftminfter. . « 
The duke of Somerfet and. earl of Oxford fled into • 
Wales, and joined the earl of F^mbroke, who was 
there railing troops. 
TheqncMi It will be difficult to find in hiflory fuch a fuc- , 
?airtd^n"^^ cefEon of untoward events as attended the hpufe 
England, of Lancafler in this ftruggle to retain the crowa of: 
England. Queen Margaret and prince Edward,, 
whofe prefencc would have been a great encou^- 
ragement to their partizans, had been detained all . 
the winter on the continent ; /and after they Wi-. 
barked, March 4, they were toflfed about in the 
channel no lefs than three weeks, and did not land^ 
at Weymouth till the evening of that fatal day on 
which the battle of Barnet had been fought "*. . 
The queen, who knew not what had lately bap-, 
pened in England, imagined ihe had nothing now, 
to do, but to march in triumph to the capital^ and 
take poffeffion of her former dignity. How great - 
was her coriftern^ition then, when fhe received the 
.difmal tidings of the defeat at Barnet, the death ^ 
of War^dck and his brother, the captivity of her^ 
hufband, and the difperfion of all her friends ! On 
this occafion, all her fortitude forfook her ; ihe 
funk to the ground, and fainted away ; from which. 
ftate fhe was net without great difficulty recovered. 
When fhe revived, yielding to defpair, fhe fled. 

.villi her fou lo a fanduary in the abbey of Beau., 

• • • 

' * HoHngdi. p, 1531. 1336. 
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lieu"\ Her firft defign wa^, to'make her cfcape, a. d. i^jt^ 

with Ker fori and fifiends, to France. But, in a 

• • • 

day or two, - feeing herfelf furroiinded by the duke 
of Somerfet, the earl« of Oxford and Devon fliire, 
the lord Wenlock, the lord John Beaufort, and' 
many knights and gentlemen, her fpirits • and her' 
hopes revived, and (he contented to ftay and make 
andthef - attempt ; but pleaded earheftly to be 
allowed to fend a^vay the prince, to which they" 
would not agree. The queen, the prince, and* 

* » ■ • * 

princefe of' Wale's, with a few attendants, were 
cfcortcd to Bath, and the noblemen and gentlemen' 
fepatati^d to colled their forces ; which they did' 
with fo much fuccefs, that in about ten days they' 
btdught together an army- (it is faid) of 40,000 
meft. ' With this army they propofed to march' 
into Wales, to join the earl of Pembroke, and ' 
from thence into Cheshire, to ftrengthen it with a 
body of archers > which would have made it very 
forrtiidable"*. 

• But king Edward was too aftive to allow them battle of 
time tb execute this plan. He fet out from Lon* bury, 
don, April 19, and proceeded weftward by ilow 
marches, to give his forces from different parts an 
op^rtunity of joining him by the way. Arriving 
at Tewkfbury, May 3, he found the enemy en- 
camped on the banks of the Severn, near that place. 
Neict morning he took a view of the intrenchments ' 
they had made about their camp in the preceding 
Bight, and determined to attack them immediately. 

><3 Hall, f. 30. ;>4 Hofingih. p. 336. 
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^^- HTT. They foftained the firft attack ^th great hnvexj }- 
but the duke of SoiBerfet, with the frQot \m^ 
having raihly ventured without the intrexK;;kQA^t«^ 
were beat barck with great flaughter ; the enenif 
^tered the camp witb theoi) and threw ^1 it»t^ 
coiifufion. The earl of DevonfUre, lord Wenlocky 
lord John Beaufort, mth a coi^erabie number 9f 
knights and efquires, and about 3000 commoii^ 
foldsers of the queen's army, were kiUed, The 
queen, the prince of Wales, the duke of Somerfet^ 
the lord St. John, with many knights aiid gwt}e*« 
xpen, were t^ken prifoners. The que^, who hf4 
caufed and fuffered fo many calaquties, w%$ eom^ 
mitted to the Tower ; where (be eadi^red 9 long w4 
com£ortlefs confinement. The pnnce of Walee^ 
having been brought into the king's p?d[«QCe, mAt 
aslked by hiin» with a ftera cpuntenanoe, how he had 
dared to come into his kingd(Hi| in arms, t>Qld}f 
replied, '^ I came to recover my fat^er'9 klngdoifti^'^ 
Edward was fo much irritated by this reply, that 
be bad the bafenefs to foike ^e priiice en the ftce 
with his gauntlet ) and his attenda^t^ if^itantly cfii^ 
patched the helplefs vi^lim with many wounds. 
Whether the dukes of Clarence and Gloac^er im* 
brued their hands in the blood of thi^ unhappy 
prince, as &me hiftorians ptfEnn^ is uncertiubQi ; but 
th^e feems to be no doubt that they were preimt 
at that horrid fcene, ^g4 afforded him no prelec- 
tion. On Monday, May 6, the duke of Spinexfi^, 
tli^ lord $t. John,. w4 fourteen k^hts.and g^k» 
men, were beheaded zx Tewkiburyj and many 

others^ 



« 

places *^. 

This was the twelfth battle th^ had^bean foi}sht: Battle of 

in the fiitftl quaw^ between the boufe§ ipf York and bury de* 
Lwcafter ; a«d ift tljefe battles, aijd m the fcaffoldj^ ^*^*®' 
above fixty princes of the royal femily, abov« oim 
hjitf Qf the Boblies wd pri«cijial gentlemen vid 
ibQve 096 hundred thoufand of th$ common people 
of England, . loft their lives ''\ The battle of 
T^wli^ftmry was the i^ft decifive^ aod (if we e^* 
C€|>ta fewihort coijitmotions) fecured the peaceaUe 
po^flioR' of. the cr^wn, during the reign of Ed^ 
ward IV. to the houfc of York, by the. alxnoflj to- 
tal esftinftioii of the rival hpu^e of Lancaft^r. 

Kjwg Edward em«-edl<ondoa in trivttnph,M#ty*i^ hcd^^^ vi^ 
^d next Qiorriing Henity VI, was found des^d » 
tb« Towen ThemiyBinw of hi» death inuft fof ever 
xtai&kL a feirret» thpi^gli it feems to have bee;^ the 
g^iei^J; opiliion at th^ timt;, that it was violent. ^' I 
^ think it prudjgmt (writes a ccaitemporayy hiftoriaa) 
<« to fey nothing of th^ death of Henry VI. May 
** Ood grant time for repentance to the perfo% 
<^ whoever he was, who laid his facrilegious hand^ 
^* on tht Lord's anointed *" i'* The hiftorian* of 
the ne^ age, who were not under the fame re* 
ftrainty make no fcmple to name the duke of 
Glouqefter as the author,, if not the perpetrator, of 
thi& aQ: of cruelty "'. While bis fon, the princj^ of 

m 
ft 

»»5 Hall, f. 32. Stow, p. 4*4. HoliDgfli. p. i340> 1341. 
»«6 Philip dt ermines, vol. t. p. 52. xf^, 186.- 
1 7 Continuat* HiiK Croyl. p. 556. 
• »^» Stow, p. 4U* Hall, f. ^3. 
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t^;^^^ Wales, Iwcd, the life or deaih of Heniy was of 
little ccmlequence; but after the death of that prince, 
the cafe was changed. 
Edward Kin^ Edward fpent the fommer of this year iii 

iit« friends beftowing regards and honours on his friends and 
nlfteThti ^ piuiifhing his enemies with death, imprifonmtot, 
enemies, or heavy fines "*• A few of thefe laft faved them- 
^ves by flying into foreign countries. The eart 
of Oxford made his efcape into France. The earl of 
Pembroke, with his nephew Henry Tudor, the* 
young earl of Richmond (the only remaining hope 
of the houfe of Lancafter), embarked at Tynby,' 
intending to purfue the fame courfe; but -were 
driven, by contrary winds> into Brkanny, where* 
they were hofpitably entertained, but at the fame 
nme carefully guarded, by duke Frands'II. who^ 
Was in alliance with king Edward againil their 
common enemy the king of Frahce ***• Edward,' 
having created his infant fon of the fame name 
prince of Wales, fummoned a great council of 
prelates, peers, and a few ktiights, who* met ^ at 
Weftminfter, July 3, and took a folemn oath t6* 
maintain the fuccefSon of the young prince to the' 
crown of England. Richard duke* of G4oucefter' 
was the fecond temporal peer who took this oath **'. 
To gain the affeftions of the clefgy, he pardoned 
feveral bifhops who had been engaged againft him 
in the late conteil: '*\ To give a legal fanftion to 
^ the whole, he fummoned a parliament^ which met 
Odober 6, aqd a,ttainted the perfons, and confif- 

«» Stow, p 424. >»• Hall, f. 33, Stow,, p. 4»^. Holingfli. 
P- X|45» "" Ryni* Feed. torn. iz. p. 7J4. «" Id. ibid, p. 7x5. 
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caterf the eftate$5 of as many of his chemics^s^e ^vj!^^^^* 
fleafed"\ / ' ^ _j 

' The laft memorable and very aftive year was ^'^'d*^*' 
fiicceeded by a calm of feveral years diiraition, a. d. 1473. 
which happily afford few materials for that part 6f 
hiftory which is the fubjeft of this chapter. This 
calm was hardly difturbed by a feeble attempt pf 
the earl of Oxford* That unfortunate nobfeiiiaii 
having returned into England with a few followers, 
iiirprifed St. Michael 's-Mount in Cornwall, and 
defended it for fome time with great bravery ^ but 
wa& obliged to^ capitulate, February 15, and was 
imprifoned in the caftle of Haranies, near Calais, 
where he remained no lefs than twelve years. His 
great cftate was confifcated ; and his countefs, fifter 
to the late carl of Warwick, reduced to the rie- 
teffity of Earning a fcanty fubfiftence by hei* needle/^. 
Though Edward had granted a full pardon 'to 
George Nevlle, archbifhop of York, he now 
commanded him to be apprehended, accufed Hiiti 
af hi^^ng correfponded with the earl o^ Oxford, 
fent him prifoner to the caftle of Guines, and feized 
idl his effefts and revenues '*\ 

Though Edward enjoyed great profperity at tliis Edward't 
lime, it was not unmixed with fome difquiets. A ^**^"^^^'* 
violent ailimofuy took place between his two 
brothers, the dukes of Clarence and Gloucefter, 
which gave him much uneafinefs. Gloucefter 
propofed to rharry the lady Ann Nevile, relicl of the 
late prince of Wales, and one of the coheirefles of 

«*3 Continuat. Hift. Croyt. p. 557, 
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X D. i47z» the immenfe eftatcs of the late earl of Warwick* 

and 

A. D. 1473. Clarence, who had married her elder fifter, deter* 

^^"^'^''^^ mined, if poffiUe, to prevent that marriage, ift 

order to retain the whole fucceffion^ With this 

view he fecreted the lady fo carefully, that fw fe- 
Veral months fhe could not be found. At length, 
however, fhe was difcovered in London, in the drefs 
of a cook-maid,' and placed in the fan£taarj oi Si. 
Martin's. The two dukes pleaded their own caufc 
before the king in council with much warmth and 
acrimony ; and it was not without great difficulty 
that a feeming reconciliation was brought about, 
by allotting certain eftates to Gloucefter on his 
marriage with the lady Ann, and allowing Clarence 
to retain the greateft part of the difputed fuc> 
ceffion"*. Edward's mind was alfo haunted with 
continual fears of the earl of Richmond, on whom 
he knew all the fecret friends of the hoiife of Lan- 
cafter had fixed their eyes ; and he made the moft 
tempting, offers to the duke of Britanny to prevail, 
upon him to deliver that helplefs vi£tim irfto his. 
hands. But thefe offers were all rejefted '*^ 
A.D. 147J. Edward, in this interval of ti-anquilUty, emptoyed 
T^^^*» himfelf in fecuring allies and amaffing treafures. 
"^ He fettled all his difputes with the Haafe towns, 

which were then very powerful— <:onfirmed the long 
truce with Scotland — renewed his alliances with the 
kings of Portugal and Denmark — ^and entered into 
ftriSer conneftions whh (he dukes of Burgundy 
and Britanny'^. From his parliament, in both 

w« Cotitmuat. Hift. Cr«yl. p. $5^* "^ Stow, p. 4*6. Hall, ' 
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tbefc years,> he obtained very large fupplies ; and -^^ P.- '4^71- 
got ftill greater fums of money in anothei' way, 
which is thus defcribed by a coatemporary hifto' 
rian : ** A new methdd of raifing money was in- 
*' trqduced at this time, called a benevolence or free 
Z^fty ^1 which every one gave the king what he 
pleafed, or, to fpeak more properly, what he 
did not pleafe. By this means greater fums of 
money were coUefted than had ever been feen be- 
fore, or will ever be feen hereafter'*^. This 
* monk did not poffefs the gift of prophecy. 

Internal peace had not long been reftored in ad. 1474- 
England, when the people began to caft their eyes £^parel 
toward the continent, and to think of recovering for a»i €;«• 
the lofles, and wiping off the difgraces they had into 
there fuftained in the preceding reign. Edward F*"^"^^* 
hated Lewis XI, for the ailiflance he had already 
given, and feared him for that he might ftill give,' 
to the houfe of Lancafter ; and knowing 'the ani- 
mofity pf his fubjeds againft the French, he re- 
folvcd upon an expedition into France. The occa- 
fion was moft inviting, and feemed to promife cer- 
tain fiiccefs. The two powerful dukes of ^Bur- 
gundy and Britanny were open enemies to Lewis ; 
the cpnftable of France, and feveral of the greateft 
lords of that kingdom, were fecretly difaffedted ; 
and all thefe eameftly folicited Edward to come 
over with an army, and promifed him their affift- 
ance. He fpent this year, and the begitiping of the 
next, in making preparations, for that expedition. 

««9 Pailiamejat. HiA. vol. *. p. 3+o-»-343. Continuat. Hift. Croyl, 
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^'^ '^ ^ t H^ negotiated treaties with * the emperor, and Fer-' 
dinand king of Sicily, to procure the afliftance of 
thefe princes againft France— prolonged the truce 
with Scotland to A. D. 151 5— concluded a mar- 
riage between the prince of Scotland, and his then 
youngefl daughter, the princefs Cecilia — fettled, by 
five different treaties with the duke of Burgundy,* 
all particulars refpefiing the conqueft and partition 
of France— and provided troops*, arms, ammuni- 
tion, fhips, and every thing heceffary '*•. 
A. D. 1475. At length, his preparations being completed,: 
tdward Edward embarked at Sandwich, about the end of 
the crown June or beginning of July, and foon after landed 
«f France. ^^ Calais, attended by one of the finef! armies that 
had ever paffed from Britain to the continent. He 
immediately difpatched a herald, to defy the king 
of France, and demand the furrender of his crown 
and kingdom. That prince was now in the moft 
imminent danger ; from which nothing could have 
delivered him but the infatuation of his enemies, 
and his own admirable policy. Inftead of return- 
ing an irritating anfwer to the proud defiance he 
had received, he took the herald into his clofet, and 
in a familiar converfation, told him, that he had 
the higheft refpefl for the king^of England, who,. 
He knew, had been induced to undertake that expe- 
dition by the duke of Burgundy and the conftable 
of France, who would certainly abandon him as 
foon as their own purpofes were anfwered. He 
gave him, with his own hand, 300 crowns, and 

«io RymFocd. torn. 11. p*SC4«^F43. 
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promifed him looo more, if he t:ontribyited to 
bring abcnit a peace. The herald ,(^ho was a na- 
tive of Normandy) gained by the condecenfion 
and libe^Iity of fa great a king, promifed to pro- 
mote his views to the utmoft of his power ; and 
advifed him to addrefs all his meiH^ges on the fub- 
jeft of peace to the lords Howard and Stanley, 
who had great influence with Edward, and were, 
not fond of the prefent expedition. The king then 
committed the herald to the care of Bhilip de Co- 
mines, with a charge to fend him away as fgon si]i4. 
as well pleafed as poffible '^^ 

When Edward landed at Calais, he expected to Edward 
be joined by the duke of Burgundy at the head of suited*' 
a*powerfu,l army. But that impetuous, imprudent' 
prince had almoft ruined his army, by an unfucceff- 
ful expedition into Germany, and came to the Eng- 
lifli.camp, attended only by a flender retinue. T(^ 
pacify Edward, who was greatly chagrined at thia 
difappointment, heaffuredhim that the earl of St; 
Pol, conftablc of France, would furrender to him th^ ' 

ftrong town of St. Quindn. But when the Epg** , 

li(h army approached that place, the conilabie (who 
had fpent his whole life in deceiving all the worlds i 

friends as well as enemies) fired upon them frpm { 

the ramparts, and Idlled a confiderable number pf 
them by a fally. The duke of Burgundy, ^ho 
wad ftill in the Engliih army, being n^er able tp j 

a(:count for this conduct of thi^ conftable, nor to 
bear the bitter reproaches of the king of England, 

q3 departed 



2S0 HISTORY OF' BRITAIN. BookV. 

A. D. 1475. departed abruptly, and left that prince in a violent 
^^^"'""^'^ rage againft his allies, and almofl fick of his expe- 
dition "*. 
Tmcc Edward was in this temper of mind when his he- 

^»th raid returned, with the report of the pacific difpofi- 

tions of the king of France. This report was very 
agreeable to many of the Englifh nobility, and not 
difpleafing to the king ; and the artful Lewis em- 
ployed feveral methods to increafe their defire of 
peace, and their diffatisfaftion with their allies '^\ 
In a word, Edward held a council in his camp, 
near Peronne, Auguft 13, in which it was refolved 
to negotiate a truce with the French king, for thefe 
three reafons : *^ — the poverty of the army*— the 
** Jiear approach of winter — and the fmall afliftancfe 
** of his allies ;" and a commiffion was given to 
the lord Howard, with three others, to manage that 
negotiation'^*. Thefe plenipotentiaries met with 
no difficulties ; and a truce for feven years was 
concluded in the Englifli camp near Amiens, 
Auguft 29, on their own terms ; which were thefe — 
that the king of France fhall pay to jhe king of 
England 75,000 crowns within fifteen days— that 
he fliall pay^'^him alfo 56,000 ciowns a-year in 
London, during their joint lives — ^that the dauphin 
of France ffiall marry the princefs Elifabeih of 
England— and that Edward fliall return with his 
• whole arfriy into his own country, as foon as he hath 
received the 75,000 crowns. In this truce, all the 

«5* Philip dc Comincf, 1. 4. ch. 6. «ii Sec Villar, torn. i8- 

p. 155* Philip dc Comin€8» 1. 4. ch. 7. '34 Rym. Feed. tom.xft. 
p. 14. 
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allies of both kings who chofe to accede to it were ^-^ *^^* 
comprehended ■^\ Lewis at the fairie time agreed 
to pay to Edward 50,000 crowns, as the ranfom of 
Margaret of Anjou, queen dpwager of England; 
in confequence of which, that unhappy princei« 
was fet at liberty, and returned to her family and 
native country*'*. 

Every thing being thus amicably adjufted be- interview 
tvveen the two kings, they had a perfonal interview ni. 
on the bridge over the Somme, at Pefluini, Au- 
guft 29. At this interview, both Edward and 
Lewis fwore to the obfervation of the treaties, with 
each one hand on the gofpels, and the other on a 
piece of the true crofe ; after which they converfcd 
together for fome tifhe in the moft friendly and £u 
miliar manner *". 

Lewis XL in the courfe of thefe negotiations, l^, 
not only corrupted the Englilh plenipotentiaries, conupu 
but all the other Englilh minifters, by his careffes, Engiifh 
bribes, and penfions. Nor was there fo much as * "*^°^*''' 
one amongfl them who had the fpirit or virtue to 
reje£k his offers, Befides what he gave theni in 
money^ plate, and other prefents, the penfions he 
fettled upon them amounted to 16,000 crown$ 
a-year*^'. To keep the Englifli army in good 
humour, he fent them a prefent of 300 cart-loads 
of wine, and entertained all the Englifh who yi« 
fited Amiens, where he refided^ in the igxoA hof{H-> 
table manner ''S 

•iS Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p. 15—^1. '^^ Id. ibid. 
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But though Lewis did evety thing in his power 
idward to pleafe the Englifh while they remained ia 
Eugiand" France, thejre was nothing be fo ardently defired 
as their departure. To forward this, he inftantly 
paid the money ftipulated by the treaty ; and £d^ 
ward having received it, embarked with hi^ army 
at Calais, and arrived in England, September 28 *^% 
Thus ended an expedition, which had been the 
refult of many negotiations, of long, cxpenfive 
preparations, and threatoed Lewis XU with the 
lofs of hi$ crown and difmemberment of hit 
kingdom, without having made, or fo much as 
attempted to make, the fmalleft conqueiU In 
this manner Lewis, by his cool and prudent con- 
'. du£^, with his per&d: knowledge of the paflion^ 
and foibles of his antagoniits, dii&lved one of 
the mpft formidable confederacies that was : ever 
formed againft France^ without ihedding one drop 
of blood ; and at the fame time gained fo great an 
influence in the councils of his enemies, that they 
were never able to give him the leaft diftur^ance. 
"Wliile he .was, by ^ long train of curious con^ 
'trivances, conducing the feveral members of this 
confederacy to the point to which he wilhed to 
.bring them, he made them thefubje^ls of his ridi^ 
cule among his confidents ; but carefully abftained 
from fuch difcourfe in mixed company '*». 

rlh Jf-^" Though, king Edward., who was xiow become 

contented, exceflively fond of pleafure, eafe, and money, and 

was proud of the match he bad made for his eldefi 

»4o Stow, .P-.4«S» "^^ Comincs^ ton. i. p. 303. 
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daughter, and his minifters, who had been bribed A*^<m75« 
and penfioned by the king of France^ were plcafed ^"^'^'^^ 
with the eonclufioh of this expedition $ the people 
of England in general, and many martial adventu- 
rers in particular, were diicontented. But their 
murmurs were not much regarded ***. 

Edward, after his return from France, indulgf d a. d. 147$. 
his paffions, and fpent much of his time in feaft- j^duiew 
ing, gallantry, and the faihionable amufements of ^'"s pif. 
the times. His avarice, which daily increafed, 
prompted him to employ a great variety of me« 
thods, fome of them very oppreffive, and others 
of them very unfuitable to the dignity of his ftatioo, 
to fill his coffers. '*^ But though he plundered his 
fubjefts himfelf with very little Ceremony, he was 
remarkably fevere in punifhing private plunderer^ 
and robbers, who were very numerous after the 
army was difbanded '**. To keep Edward in this 
line of life, and prevent his interfering in the 
affairs of the continent, the king of France was 
punctual in the payment of the 50,000 crowns a* 
year flipulated by the late treaty, and, no lefs puilc<- 
tual in the payment of their penfions to Edward's 
minifters '**. 

Though Edward was fo much .devoted to his Edward 
pleafures, he was not perfedly eafy in his mind. J© cTr^thc 
Henry earl of Richmond was ftill alive, and out «*" ^ ' 
of his reach, and might one day difpute the throne into hu 
with him or his pofterity. He refolved therefore ^°***' 
to make an attempt to get him into his hands. 
With this view he fent an embaffy to the duke of 

»4> Continuat. Hid, Croyl, p. 559. «♦* I-^. ibid, 
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A*^H77- the other. The duke had becomfea 'mdowcfy by 
the death of his duchel^ Ifabdla^ 22d Decembex 
A.D. 1476; and Charles duke of Burgundy beiog 
killed in lefs than a fortnight after^ his only 
daughter became the greateft faeirefs in the world, 
Clarence, who wanted not ambition, naturally 
turned his eyes towards this rich fucceflion, and 
applied to his fifler Margaret duchefs dowager of 
Burgundy to promote his views. That princefs^ 
who loved him better than any of her other two 
brothers, warmly efpoufed his caufe, ai^d every 
thing wore a promifing afped. But Edward, who 
ought to have promoted this fcheme with all his 
power, from policy its well as from natural affec- 
tion to his brother, bppofed it, and caufed his 
queen^s brewer, Anthony Widville, earl Rivers, 
to be propofed as a proper hufband to the young 
heirefe; who was rejefted with difdain. This 
cruel injury funk deep into the heart of Clarence, 
who feldom afterwards appeared at court, or in 
council ; and when he did appear, was fullen, 
Tilent, and vifibly difcontented* The execution of 
Burdet and Stacy, who were his friends, and 
owed their death to their attachment to him, over-* 
came bis patience, and threw him off his guard* 
He went the day as&er to the council* chamber at 
Weftminiier, attended by W. Goddard, a cele« 
brated divine^ who had affifted tb^e fufferers ii) 
their lad momoaits, and gave i^ copies of the 
private and public declaratipns they had mad^ of 
their iimocence, and then withdrew '^. 

*^ Hift* Cf^yl- p. 562, 
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Edward, who wanted only a handle to wreak his ^- ^- '47«. 
vengeance on his unhappy brother, greedily laid ciarcnoe 
hold on this, called a council of peers and prelates, cd"a!iT"' 
to which he invited the mayor and aldermen of executed. 
London, and, before them, loaded Clarence with 
tfiany accufations, magnifying every indifcretioit 
into a crime, and reprefenting his laft aOion as no 
fefs than high treafon. The duke;, with the con- 
fent of the council, was committed to the Tower, 
and, on January 1 6, was tried for treafon by his 
peers in patliament. The accufations brought 
againft him were either grofsly abfurd or very tri«^ 
fting '**. Theheavieft articles were,—rThat he had 
caufed his fervants to report, that the ^ng was 9 
necromancer, — and that Burdet was unjuftly exe- 
cuted. This trial was managed in a very uncom-, 
mon and indecent manner. The king was the 
only pleader agamfl the prifoner ; and the dukQ 
was the only perfon who d^red ,to anfwer fuch a 
pleader* The witncffes too (as we are told by a 
contemporary hiftorian, who was probably prefent} 
appeared more like prbfecutors than witneffes*^'. 
Clarence was condemned, and a fentence of death ^ . 

pronounced upon hint, by Henry duke of Buck* 
mgham, v^ho was high fteward on that occafionr 
That one of the houfes pf parliament might have 
so caufe tb reproach the othisr with all the guilty. 
Qt to claim all the honour of this tranfadtlon, the 
commons were prevailed upon to appes^ at the 
bar of the houfe, 6f peers, fome time after, and 
demanded the execution of this fentence. It was 

«*» StfcStoVy P'43^ 4^3* '" Continuat. Hift. Croyl p. 564. 
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A.v. f47g. accordingly executed privately in the Tower, 
~^~ March 1 1 ; but by whom, or in What manner, the 
contemporary hiftorian who gives the fuUeft ac- 
count of this matter doth not fay, and probably did 
not know *^*. Fabian, who was then a young man, 
tells us, '^ he was drowned in a barrel of malve« 
•* fcya^'V 
Bdward*8 Several of Clarence^s efhites were granted by 
Edward to the quesn's brother, Anthoiiy ^^I 
Rivers, on this hypocritical pretence, that as* he 
had done the earl great injuries, it would be an 
Tuivaniage to his foul after death, that the earl got 
his eftates ''\ The king became more and more^ 
luxurious and expenfive, and at the £ime tini)$ 
more oppreffive arid rapacious '". 'Delighted with 
the regular payment of the^ 50,000 crowns a-year 
by the king of France, which enabled him to putfuie 
his pleafures ; flattered with the profpefit of a^ mar- 
riage between the dauphin and his eldeft daughter y . 
and-inf)uenced by the tidvide of his penfioned mi- 
nifters ; he permitted Lewis to attempt the riiia of 
the houfe of Burgundy without interruption* 
A. D. 1479, Though England enjoyed peace at this time, the 
Pcftiicnce. people werfe far from being happy. A deftrudive 
peililence raged at London and in other places 
during the greateft part of this year *'*! Edward^ 
fimk in floth and luxury, permitted himfelf to be 
amufed with treaties and promifes by the artfiil^ 
perfidious Lewis, which that prince intended either 
to keep or violate as he found convenient. It is 

«>» Continuat. Hift; Croyl. p. s^^^' '" Fabian, an. 1478. 
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a fufBcient proof of this, that though he now a. p. tyo^ 
agreed, by a very folemn treaty, that he and hk 
heirs ihould pay 50,000 crowns a«year to Edward 
during his life, and to his heirs for 100 years^ after 

his death, he withdrew that payment as foon as he 
could do it with fafety *". 

It was one of the peculiarities in the charader of a. 0.14^0. 
Edward IV. that be engaged in treaties for the ^^cq^^J^I 
marriages of all his children almoit as foon a& tbey^ ward and 
were bom* But of all thefe marriages ho had nontf of France, 
fo much at heart as that of his eldeft daughter, 
Elizabeth, with the dauphin, which had been agreed 
upon in the treaty of Amieps, A, D. 1475 '**• 
5y one of the articles of that treaty , Lewis en-! 
gaged to condud the young princefs into France^i^ 
at his own expence, and to put her in poffeHion of j 
6o>ooo livres a-year ; but as he never intended 
the marriage fhould take effedk, he was in no hafl^ 
to perform this article. E^dward at length became 
impatient and fufpicious, and fent the lovd Howard, 
in May this year,,^ the court of France, to de- 
mand the immediate execution of the above article. 
But Lewis being no longer under a necefSty of ... 
diffembling, refufed to comply with that demagd, - 
and threatened to withdraw the payment of the - 
50,000 crowns a- year;, ftipulated by the fame^ 
treaty, 

Edward now began to open his eyes, and to per- A;]«;»r«ce 
ceive that he had been deluded by the deceitful *guudy. 
Lewis. Enraged at tliis, he renewed, with Mary 
duchefs of Burgundy, and her hufband, Maximi- 

'57 Rym. Feed. tona. xi. p. iof« 'J' Id. ibid. p. 19, 
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A. ft. T^gb. iijjji j^ij-g Qf Auftria (lo whom Ihe had been mar- 
ried, A.D» 1477)5 the alKance. which had been 

v^ made between him and the late duke Charles ; and 

engaged to fetid them an aid of 6000 archers, if 
Lewis did not agree to a truce or peace, under his 
mediation. Maximilian and . Mary, on their part, 
agreed to pay him the 50,000 crowns a.year, which 
had formerly been paid by France, if he engaged 
in a vtxr with that crown on their account ^^\ Fol- 
lowing the f)ent of his genius, he at the fame time 
ccmtra^ted a marriage between his daughter Ann, 
a child about four years of Age, and Philip, fon of 
Maximilian and Mary, an infant in his cradle; 
which, like all his oth^ contrads of that kind, 
came to nothing '•**. 

Breach When Edward meditated a war againft France, 

land. - he refolved to prevent all interruption from Scot- 
land, by affifting the difcontented nobles of that 
kingdom, and embroiling it in a civil war. With' 
this view, he a]fpointed his brother Richard duke 
of Gloucefter his lieutenant, and fent orders to 
the lords, knights, and gentlemen of the northern 
counties, to array all the men who were fit for war 
m thofe counties *^'. Nothing, however, hap- 
. pened this year, but a few mutual incurfions of 
little confequence, and an unfuccefsful attempt on 
the town of Berwick, 

A. D. 1481. King Edward made great preparations, in th^ 

Scot^liind ^P^^S ^^ ^^^^ y^^^9 ^^^ invading Scotland^ both by 

^ «$» Ryin. Feed. torn. i«, p. 193— is9. 

■60 Id* ibid' p. 128— 135. "fi* Id. ibid, p.ns'—iif. 
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fea and land'**. King James was no lefs aftive A.D.1481. 
in preparing iot z war with England, in which he ~^~ 
was heartily fupported by his fubjefts, who feem 
.to have been much exafperated againft the Englifti, 
and particularly againft the king. This appears . 
from the ads of a parliament held at Edinburgh, 
in April, in which the moft vigorous meafures 
were adopted for refifting the rieflfar ^robber) Ed- 
ward, as he is conftantly called in thefe a£ls'*^ In 
confequence of this fpirit^ the people crowded from 
all parts to the royal ftandard 5 and an army of 
40,000 men (it is faid) affembled at Edinburgh, 
. in Auguft, and from thence marched towards Eng- 
land ***. Edward was fo much alarmed at the ap- 
proach of this formidable army, that he refolved 
to ftand on the defenfive ; and that all men might 
be at leifure to take arms, he commanded all the 
courts to be fhut, and put a ftop to all proceedings 
at law till Michaelmas »^*. But after all thefe pre- 
parations on both fides, no aftion of great im- 
portance happened in the courfe of this yean 

Alexander duke of Albany, brother to the king a. a t^%^ 
of Scotland, having efcaped out of the caftle of Pcacewith 
Edinburgh, in which he had been imprifoned, was 
at this time in the court of England, and concluded 
a treaty of alliance with Edward, June 10. In 
this treaty Alexander called himfelf king of Scots, 
engaged to do homage to Edward for his crown, 
and to deliver the town and caftle of Berwick to 
England ; and Edward engaged to aflift him with 

»** Rym. FcEd. tom.iz. p. 139, »«3 Black A<5i:s, fo'. 65, 66, 

'^l- PUfcbUnsHiftory of Scotland, edit. '7^8, p. 77. 
**5 Rym. Foed. torn. IJ. p. 141 • 
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a.d.hSx. 2n army to obtaia the crown "**. In confequetice 
of this treaty, the dukes of Albany and Gloucefter 
entered Scotland with a gallant army of 25,000 
men, to5k the town, but not the caftle, of Ber- 
wick, and then marched to Edinburgh, into which 
they were received without any oppofition ***^. Scot- 
land was at this time in a mod diftraded ftate. 
'ITie king, at variance with Kis chief nobility, was 
imprifoned, or had fhut himfelf up in the caftle of 
Edinburgh, and all government was almoft dif- 
f6lved. In this extremity, a number of the no- 
bility met at Haddington, and fent propofals for a 
peace to the two dukes at Edinburgh ; and, after 
a fhort negotiation, a peace was concluded, Au- 
guft 2 "*. Two days after, the provoft and com- 
munity of Edinburgh granted a bond to repay all 
that part of the marriage-portion of the princefs 
Cecilia, contrafted to the prince of Scotland, which 
had been paid, provided the king of England de- 
clared that it was his pleafure the contraft fbould 
be diffolved *^'. Peace being thus concluded, the 
duke of Gloucefter, who feems to have afted with 
great moderation, returned with his army into 
England, and took the caftle of Berwick in his 
way. This expedition coft Edward ;^. 100,000, a 
great fum in thofe times ; but the nation was fo 
well pleafcd with the recovery of Berwick, that the 
next parliament thanked the duke of Gloucefter for 
his good condu£l:, and confirmed feveral valuable 

i6« Rym. Feed. torn. t». p. 156. »*7 Hfft. Croy). p 561^ 

"^" Rym. Foed. torn. jt. p. 16 j. 169 Id. ib.d. 
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grants that had been made to him by the king, hjs ^' d. i^. 
. brother '^^ >-rv-^ 

Edward, being at laft convinced of the perfidy \^p,^g3, 
of the king of France, by receiving the news, that Death of 
the dauphip, . who had been contra6led to his xv7 
daughter Elifabeth, A, D. 1477, was aftually be- ^ 
trothed to Margaret, the infant daughter of Maxi- ' 
milian duke of Burgundy, at Paris, 4th January 
this year, that . the contraft was confirmed by the 
parliament at Paris, and celebrated with great re*- 
joicings in that city, was^ enraged beyond meafure, 
and breathed nothing but revenge '^'. To execute 
this revenge, he prepared with great ardour for an 
expedition into France ; and to prevent interrup- 
tion from Scotland, he concluded a new treaty of 
alliance with the duke of Albany, who had again 
revolted '^*. But an enemy againft whom there is 
no defence foon put a period to all his projeds. 
He died at Weftminfter, April gi, in the 4iil 
year of his age,^andthe 23d of his reign; but of 
what difeafe is not certainly known '^^ A con- 
temporary writer fays, that he was not affeded 
with any particular difeafe, and feems to afcribe 
his unexpected death to the anguifli of his mind, 
and the bad habit of his body, brought on by his 

cxcefies'^*w 

Edward had by his queen three fons and feven Hisifluc* 
daughters, of whom one Ibn and two daughters 

»7» Hift. Croyl. p. 563. 

*7»Monftrelet, torn* 4. f, 71. Thilip dc Comincs, L 6. c. 9. 

"* Rym. Feed. torn. la. p. 173. 

»7» Hift. Croyl. p. 564. Stow, p- 433. 

*74 Hift. CroyU p. 563, 564. 
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died before him^ 'and two fons and five daughters 

furvived him, viz. Edward, his eldeft fon and fuc- 

• • • 

ceflbr, born in the fanftuary at Weftminfter, No- 
vember 4, A. D. 1470 ;-r-Richard duke of York ; 
— Elifabeth, who was contrafted to the dauphin, 
and afterwards married to Henry Vll. — Cecilia, 
contradted to Jaipes prince of Scotland, and mar- 
ried to John vifcount Wells ; — Anne, contracted 
to Philip of Burgundy, and married to Thomas 
Howard diik^ of Norfolk ; — Bridget, who became 
a nun at Dertford ; — and Catharine, contrafted 
to the infante of Spain, and married to William 
. Courtenay earl of Devonfliire. Though he had 
many miftreffes, he had not many natural children. 
He left a fon by Elifabeth Lucie, named Arthur, 
who, having married Elifabeth heirefs to her bro- 
ther Johln lord Lifle, was raifed to that title by 
Henry VIIL ; and a daughter named Elifabeth, 
who was married to Thomas lord Lumley *". 
c^lrrence's *^^ unhappy duke of Clarence left alfo two chil- 
ilTue. . dren by his duchefs Ifabel, viz. Edward earl of 
Warwick, who fell an innocent viflim to the cruel 
jealoufy of Henry VII. A. D. 1499; — ^^^ ^^i^- 
garet, of whom we fhall hear in the progrefs of 
this work '^^ 
Charaaer Edward IV. was much admired in his youth^ 
Jy, ^^^^ for the beauty' of his face and the handfomenefs 
of his perfon ; but before his death he became cor- 
pulent and bloated, by his intemperance i". His 
addrefs was eafy, engaging, and familiar, which 
gained him the hearts of many, and the money of 

^5 Du^dale, vol.2, p. 314. 1)^6. .»7^ Id ibid. p. 165. 

"7. Phi lip (le Com-ncs, torn. i. p. 197. 

/ .not 



Oh. i.f4- CIVIL AND MILITARY. 245 

not a few, particularly of the fair fex '7'. He pievei: ^;2l!l!^^ 
forgot the name or face of any perfon with whom 
he had once converfed j and he is even faid to have 
known the charafters and circumftances of every 
nobleman or gentleman of any confequence in his 
dominions '^^. His great fucce^'s in war (having 
gained nine pitched battles, in ' which he was 
prefent, and fought on foot, and never loft one) 
may be admitted as a fufEcient proof of his mili* 
tary fkill and courage, as well ^s of his good for- 
tune. In a word, if his virtues had been equal to 
his endowments, he would have been both a great 
and good king. But that was not the cafe. His 
piety is indeed celebrated by the monk of Groy- 
land ; but it did not prevent him from violating ' 
his moft folemn oaths, when he was prompted to 
it by paflion or the profpeft of advantage ^^^. He 
was guilty of many ads of cruelty ; and the unna- 
tural murder of his brother Clarence muft fix an 
indelible ftain upon his charadter. Whenever he 
enjoyed peace, he abandohed hin^felf to pleafure 
and the gratification of his appetites. On his paf-- 
fion for women he laid no reftraint; and his im* 
prudent and criminal indulgence of it plunged 
him into much diftrefs and guilt, produced almoft 
all the diforders of his reign, and all the calami- 
ties that befel his friends and family. The indul- 
gence of vicious pafl^ons is as pernicious to princes 
as to private perfons. 

"78 Hall, f. 37, «79 Hift. Croyl. p. 564. 
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S E C T I O N V. 

From the acceffion of Edward y. A. D, 14S3, to 
the accejfton of Henry VII. A. D. 1485. 

A.D. 1483. TTj'DWARD prince of Wales, the eldeft fon 
Edwc rdv ^ ^^ Edward IV. was proclaimed king in Lon^ 
proclaim- don April 9 (the day on which his father died), 
by the name of Edward V '. He was then only 
in the thirteenth year of his age j but his^ title was 
fo clear, that it was not imagined any difpute could 
poffibly arife about his poffeffion of the throne; 
though many dreaded that very violent difputes 
would arife about the adminiftration of the govern- 
ment during his minority. 
State of The court of England at this time was divided 

into two parties. One of thefe, parties con- 
fifted of the queen and her relations, with fuch as 
attached themfelves to them in order to obtain pre- 
ferment ; the other was compofed of certain noble- 
ixien, who, by their long and faithful fervices, had 
gained the confidence of the late king, and had 
been thereby fupported in their places, without any 
dependence upon or connefUon with the queen's 
relations. The chiefs of this laft party were,: — the 
dukes of Gloucefter and Buckingham, with the 
lords Haftings, Howard, and Stanley. While 
Ed ward IV. / lived, his authority checked the paf- 
fions of both thefe parties, and kept them within 

> Sir J ho. More, apud K^cnnct^ vol. i. p 48T. 
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decent bounds. He was. npt, however. Ignorant of a. d. 1483. 
thdr4ecret animpfityj and therefore, in his laft. 
fkknefs^ he thought about a reconciliation between 
them, which, like ahnoft all court-reconciliations, 
Vaa neither fincere nor permanent*. 

The great objed which each of thefe parties had i ^*^ouncil. 
in view was, to get and keep poffeffion of the per- 
fpn of the young king, that they might poflefs his 
power. At the time of his father's death he re- ' 
fided at Ludlow caftle, under the care of his uncle 
Anthony earl Rivers, who was his governor, at- 
tended by lord Richard Grey, his uterine, brother, 
fir Thomas YaughaUi his chamberlain, and others 
of the fame party \ The queen and her friends 
propofed in council to raife a fmall army to efcort 
the king to London, in order to his coronation ; 
but this meafure was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the 
other party, who faw its tendency ; and particu* 
larly by the lord chamberlain Haftings, who 
threatened to leave, the court. The queen, unwill- 
ing to raife any dillurbance in the beginning of her 
fon's reign, agreed to limit the number of his att ^ 
tendants to 2000*, That the queen afpired to the 
regency was fufpe6ted, and is not improbable 1 
but cannot, I think, be proved : but that fhe wifhed, *^ 
and hoped^ that fhe and her relations would have 
as much power in the prefent as they had in the 
preceding reign, and that her enemies were deter- 
mined to prevent this, if poffible, is abundantly 
evident. 

* Hall, Ed. IV. f. 60. 3 Sir T. More, p. 4^u 

4 Hift. Croyl. p. s^^fS^S- 
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The duke of Gloucefter was in the North of Eng- 
land, preparing for a fecond expedition into Scot- 
land, when he received intelligence of the king his 
brother's death. He immediately haftened to 
York, attended by 600 of his friends, befides his 
ufual retinue, all dreffed in mourning. There he 
celebrated the late king's funeral, proclaimed his 
fon Edward V. took an oath of fealty to that young 
prince, and enjoined the magiftrates, nobility, and 
gentlemen of thofe parts, to take fimilar oaths. 
From thence, too, he wrote letters to the queen, 
and to her brother the earl Rivers, full of the 
warmeft profeflions of friendfliip to them, and of 
loyalty, to the king'. What his real intentions 
were when he made thefe profeflions, I fhall not fo 
much as conjedure. 

That the lord Haftings fent intelligence to the 
duke of Gloucefter of the tranfaftions in council, 
and the defigns of the queen and her party at court, 
toeiether with offers of his afliftance to raife him to . 
the regency, cannot be doubted. For though that 
lord had been moll fincerely attached to Edward 
IV. (from whom he had received the honourable 
and lucrative offices of governor of Calais and 
chamberlain of England), ^nd was no lefs fmccrely 
attached to his fon Edward V.; yet there was no- 
thing he dreaded fo much as to fee the adminftra- 
tion in the hands of the queen and her relations, 
by whom he knew he was hated. Gloucefter 
at the fame time received fimilar aflurances from 
Henry Stafford duke of Buckingham, the moft 
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powerful nobleman then in England, who pronufed f*^Ij^ 
to join him immediately^ at the head of his mi- 
merous vaffals ^. Having received thefe aflurances, 
and knowing that the noblemen, gentlemen, and 
people of the North of England were warmly en- 
gaged in his intereft, he certainly determined to 
intercept the young king in his way to London, to 
take him out of the hands of his mother's rela- 
tions, and thereby fecure to himfelf the adminiftra- 
tion during his minority; but whether his views 
extended any further at this time or not, it feems; 
to be impoflible to difcover. 

To execute his defigns, whatever they were, the The ead 
duke of Gloucefter departed from York, with a' others irn- 
numerous retinue, aftd arrived, April 29, at North- pri^i"^ 
ampton, where he was joined by the duke of 
Buckingham, with 900 of his followers ^ The 
king, being then on his way to London, lodged 
that night at Stony-Stratford, only ten miles from 
Northampton; and the earl Rivers, the lord 
Richard Grey, and fome others, entertaining no 
fufpicion of any ill defign againft them, waited on 
the two dukes, to concert meafures about the king's 
journey, and approaching coronation. They were 
jreceived by them with the greateft appearances of 
cordiality, and they fpent the evening together in 
convivial mirth and pleafantry. But next morn- 
ing, the earl Rivers, the lord Richard Grey, fir ' 
Thomas Vaughan, and fir Richard Hawfe, were 
made prifoners, and fent to the caftle of Pomfret 

• Hift. Croyl. p. 565, Sir T, More, p, 45a. cola, 
7 Hift. Croyl, p.^'^i. 
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A,p.i483. in Yorkfliire*. All the king's other attendai^ 
' and fervants were difmifled, and a proclaI^ation 
publiihed, forbidding them to come near the courts 
under the pain of death '. 
Gioucef' This tumultuous feizure of his neareft relations, 
forts the and arbitrary difmiffion of all his freinds and fer- 
^' vants, ftruck the young king with grief and terror, 
and made him burfl out into complaints and tears. 
When the duke of Gloucefter came into his pre- 
fence, he fell upon his knee^ made the ftrongeft, 
profeffions of loyalty and afFedion ta his perfon ; 
afiured him, that what had been done was for hisr 
prefervation ; and, in a word, he faid and did evpry 
thing in his power- to dry up the tears and difpel 
the terrors of the helplefs, unhappy prince '"*. 
The queen When the report of thefe unexpeded events: 
tuary. 'reached Loadon, it occafioned great confufion, 
both at court and in the city. I'he queen, almoft 
diftrafted with grief and terror, haftened, with her 
fon the duke of York, and her five daughters, into 
the fanSuary at Weftminfter, where (he had for- 
merly found proteftion in her diftrefs. The parti* 
fans of the different parties, in great crowds, and 
fome of them in arms, had meetings and confulta- 
tions ; thofe of the queen's party in Weftminfter, 
and thofe of the duke of Gloucefter's p^ty, with 
the lord Haftings, in the city ''. In thefe confulta-: 
tions, no fixed refolu tions could be formed, as the 
real intentions of thofe who had the king in their 
pofFcffion were unknowti. 

* Hift. Croyl. p. 565. 9 Id. ibid. 

10 Id. ibid. St T. More," p. 484. 

«» SirT. More, P.4S4. Hrft.Croyl. p. 566. 
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The lord Haftihgs, who (though an enemy to a.>o> i48i> 
the queen and her relations) was heartily attached Arehbu 
to the young king, and only meant to raife the the qucea 
duke of Gloucefter to the regency, fent a meflenger^ / 
at midnight. May i , to Thomas of Rotherham, . 
archbifliop of York, and chancellor of England^ 
to acquaint him with what had happened at Stony- 
Stratford, and to alTure him, that the intentions of. 
the lords who had feized the king were honourablet 
and for the good of the nation \ and that all wcmkl' 
end well. That prelate, . alarmed at what he heard, 
immediately arofe ; and, taking the great feal with 
him, and attended by his fervants in arms, haftened , 
to the queen. He found that unhappy princefs in 
the fanftuary, fitting on the floor, fur rounded by 
her weeping children, herfelf bathed in tears, an4 ; 
bewailing the approaching deftruftion of herfelf and 
family. The good prelate laboured to difpel her 
terrors atid revive her hopes, by telling her the 
comfortable meffage he had received from the lord 
Hafl:ing>s. But the very name of Haftings, whofe. 
l^atred to her and her family flie well knew, in- 
creafed both her fears and griefs. The archbifhop, 
finding her apprehenfions and forrows were too 
great to be removed by words, gave her the ftrongeft. 
aflurances of his own inviolable attachment ; and, 
leaving the great feal with her as a pledge of his. 
fincerity, retired. He foon became fenfible of the 
error he had committed in leaving the feal ; and» 
fending for it by a proper meffenger, it was re» 
turned '*• 

•» SirT. Mow^ p.483- 
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The duke of Gloucefter and his partifans, having 
fpent a day or two at Stony-Stratford, difpofing of 
their prifoners, and forming their new arrange- 
ments, conduced the king to London ; into which 
they entered, May 4, the duke riding bare headed 
before his nephew, and calling to the people, 
*' ^Behold your king/* The young monarch was 
lodged in the bifhop's palace ; where, it was faid, the 
duke renewed his oath of fealty, in which he was 
followed by all the prelates and nobles prefent, to* 
gether with the mayor and aldermen of London *^ 
Two or three days after, a great council was 
affembled, confifting of all the prelates, nobles, 
and great men about London ; and by this council, 
the duke of Glouceller was unanimoufly chofen 
proteftor of the king and kingdom. By this 
council, too, after fome deliberation, it was agreed, 
that the king fhould be lodged in the tower of 
London, the place from which the kings, in thofe 
times, commonly rode in ftate to Weftminfter, on 
the day before their coronation '\ 
• The duke of Gloucefter doth not feem to have 
been unpopular, but rather the contrary, at this 
period. If he had tiot been virtuous, he had 
been decent in his deportment, and avoided thofe. 
exce/Tes into which the king his brother had fallen. 
His wifdom was fuch, that, in the midft of a court 
torn by the moft violent fa£kions, he was riot ob- 
noxious to either party ; and though he flood well 
with the ancient nobility, he. had no quarrel^ yith 
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the queea and lier relations. He had adhered f;Pj;J^ 
fteadily to the late king in all his fortunes, and 
made the ftrongeft profeffions of loyalty and affec- 
tion to his fon. — In a word, if he had died at this 
time, or if he had neyet afpired higher tha^j the 
proteftorfliip, he would probably have been handed 
down to pofterity with the charafter of a brave and 
wife prince. 

. After the duke of Gloucefter was inverted with Proda- 
the protedorfliip, he proceeded with great feen^ing «^*ion«t 
alacrity in preparing for the coronation of the 
young king, which was appointed to be at Weft- 
minfter, June 2t. To render that ceremony the 
, more auguft and fplendid, he required, by procla- . 
mation. May 20, all gentlemen, >vh6 had ^.40 
a-year in land, to come to London by June i8, to 
receive the honour of knighthood j and by parti- 
cular letters, dated June 5, he invited fifty young 
noblemen and gentlemen, pf the beft families, to ap- 
pear before the king in the tower of London, four 
days before his coronation, to receive the noble 
order of knighthood, probably meaning the order of 
the Bath '\ Thefe meafures were either indications 
that he really had an intention, fo late as June 5, 
to crown his nephew on June 22, or they were de- 
figned to perfuade the world that he had fuch aii 
intention ; but which of thefe was the cafe, I fhall 
not determine. 

In the mean time, the council frequently met, j ^^^ i^^^^ 
fometimes at one place, and fometimcs at another, tings be- 

* hcadc<L 

'' Ryra. Fosd, tom. i«. p. iSi. iS^. 
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A.ry. 14-^3' to confult about the coronation, and other afiairs. 
On Friday, June 13, one part of the council met 
at Weftminfter, to notify in form to the mayor and 
aldermen of London the day of the coronation ; and 
the other part of it met with the protedor in the 
Tower. As this part of the council was deliberating 
on bufinefs, the door of the room was fuddenly 
opened, and a party of armed men ruflied in, cry- 
ing, treafon ! treafon ! One of them wounded the 
lord Stanley on the head with a pole-axe ; and they 
inftantly fiazed that lord, with the archbifhop of 
York, the bifliop of Ely, and lord Haftings. The 
uproar was great, and the aftoniihment of the pri- 
foners inexpreffible, efpecially of lord* Haftings^ 
when he heard the protedor (with whom he be- 
lieved he flood in the highefl favour) pronounce 
him a traitor, and commanded him to he immediately 
put to death. This cruel command was executed 
with equal cruelty ; and having allowed him only a 
few moments to confefs to a prieft, they beheaded 
him on a log of wood, which lay accidentally in the 
court of the Tower. The lord Stanley and the two 
prelates were imprifoned in different apartments of 
that fortrefs '**. What prompted the protedor to 
imbrue his hands in- the blood of a nobleman who 
had lately done him the mofl elTential fervices, and 
with whom he had, to that moment, lived on the 
mofl friendly footing, I fhall by and by inquire^ 

»<5 Hift. Croyl. p. s^^» Sir T. More, p. 494. Sir Tiiomas rebles 
fevcral other circumftauces of this ftrange tranfa^on ; but many 
€f them are friTolouSx and others of them highly improbable. 
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On the fame day (June 13), a ftill more bloody ^^^2^;j^ 
tragedy was afted at Pomfret in Yorkflxire. Sir Execn- 
Richard RatclifFe, a great confident of the protec- po^ret, 
tor, had, by his orders, coUefted an army of about 
5000 men, in the north, and was conducing them 
towards London. When he arrived at Pomfret, he 
beheaded, without any triaj, and with fome circum- 
'ftances of peculiar cruelty, Anthony earl Rivers, 
the king's uncle, and the moft accompliflied noble- 
man of that age — the lord Richard Grey, the king's 
■uterine brother—fir Thomas Vaughan, who had 
' been chamberlain to the king when prince of Wales 
»— and fir Richard Hawfe '\ That Ratcliffe perpe- 
trated thefe horrid deeds in confequence of orders 
from the proteftor, cannot be doubted. 

The protedkor, who ftill continued to wear the The duVt 
maik of loyalty to the king, held a council on In the 
Monday, June i(J''. At this council it wias fug- Towtr. 
gefted, that it would be highly indecent to fee the 
duke of York in fanftuary among murderers, 
thieves, and robbers, at the time of his brother's 
cforonation ; and a deputation was appointed to wait 
upon the queen, and perfuade her to permit the - 
duke of York to leave the fanftuary. Cardinal 
Bourchier, archbifhop of Canterbury, was put at 
the head of this deputation (much, it is faid, agairifk 
• his will), and prevailed upon the queen, who cer- 

»7 IlfTt. Croyl. p. 567. Sir T. More, p^496. 

>s The hiftor!an of Croylana is the only contemporary writer 
who ^\wes a date to this tranfa<5tian ; and I have followed him, 
though I have fome fufpicion that he hath placed it a little too late. 
Hift. Croyl. p 566. 

tainly 
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A. D.X4SJ. taialy had not then heard of the cruel fate of her 

^'^^"'^^^^^^ fon and brother at Pomfret, to put the young 

prince into his hands, who conduced him to the 

Tower, and delivered him to the protedor *'. A 

contemporary hiftorian fays, that the queen refigned 

her fon to the archbifhop willingly ; but fubfequent 

hiftorians affirm (on what authority I know not), 

that it was with extreme reluctance, and only to 

prevent his being torn from her by force. 

End of The lad aft of royal authority that we know of 

o{^'^ that was performed by the unfortunate Edward V. 

ward V. ^j. j-^ther by the protector in his name, was giving 

commiffions to three perfons to provide oxen and 

Iheep for the ufe of the houfehold for fix months, 

dated June 1 7 ^^ 1 his was certainly the laft 

day of the reign, if a reign it can be called, of that 

unhappy prince. On that day a new and furprifing 

fcene began to be exhibited^ to which wemufl; now 

attend, 
wbcn the ^^ feems to be impoffible to difcover at what time 
protcftor Richard duke of Gloucefter formed the plan of 

formed hi8 ^ ^ ^ ^ * 

plot. fupplanting his nephew, and placing himfelf on the 

throne. If he had formed that plan before he toc^ 
the oath of fealty to the young king, and engaged 
others to take it, He was guilty of great impiety ; 
but as the faft cannot be proved, he cannot be 
fairly convifted of that crime. If we could rely on 
the following relation of fome of our hiftorians, we 
, (hould be led to think, that this defign had been en- 
tertained much earlier than is commonly imagined. 

*9 Hift. Croyl. p. 566. 4° Rym Feed. torn. la. p. i8f. 

One 
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One Miftlebroke, fay 'they, came to the houfeof A.D.i*«3. 
Due Pottier, a fervant of the duke of Gloucefter, ^"^^'"^"^'^ 
in the night, and told him that king Edward was 
dead ; then faid Potder my mafter will be king*^. 
That fo obfcure a perfon as Potder fliould be in 
pofTeffion of fuch an important fecret, is not very 
probable. One hiftorian aflerts, that Richard, in 
the reign of Edward IV. confulted the moft fe*. 
mous lawyers in England about the grounds oii 
which he afterwards clsumed the crown*; and an- 
other affirms, 'that he had even cxpbftulated witii 
£dward himielf on that fubjea:*\ But what ere*- 

dit is due to thefe affertions, I (hall not determine. 
At any rate, a plan for dethroning a young prince^ 
who had fucceeded his father with univerf^l appro- ,.. 
bation, could not be formed and brought to ma- 
turity in a day, or even in a few days. It cer- 
tainly required a confiderable fpace of, time to conji-f 
municate this plan to a fufficient number of per^ v 
fons, and to gain their confent. to its execution* ''■ 
That this plan was privately compiunicated $o' 
Buckingham, " Howard, llatcliffe, Qatefby, . th^ 
mayor of London, and many others, ^pd their af» 
lent obtained^,, is very certain ;, ^nd that lpr4 
Haftmgs was put tp dcatjr for refufmg Jbis af&iitf 
i^ affertedby almoft all our hiftorians. But hfowr 
much time all this required cannot be, afcer* . 
tained. 

The ftofy that was now divulged, and propa- The Pro-' 
gated by the proteftor and his friends, on which he cf^^ to 

the crowipi 
" Hall, f. 4. Ed. v. Sir T. Mprc, p. 48a. 
» Id. ibid. Buck's Hift. Richard III. p. 585. 

Vol. IX. S founded 
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. A.D. t4ij. founded his own claim to the crown, and the ex- 
clufion of his nephew, was this : that the late king' 
Edward IV. before he married the lady Grey, had 
been contra&ed, and even privately married, to 
lady Eleanor Butler, widow of the lord Butler of 
Sudley ; and that, in confequence of this pre«c6n- 
traa, or prior marriage, his fubfequent marriage 
was illegal, and all his children by Ae queen were 
baftards ^'. Whether this ftrange tale, true or falfe, 
was known before it was now publifhed, or, if it 
was known, to what degree of notoriety It had at- 
tained, cannot be now difcovered. Many reafons 
might be given to induce us to believe, that it had 
never been heard of till it was produced on this oc- 
cafion. If the earl of Warwick or the duke of 
Clarence had been acquainted with it, when they 
were inflamed with the moft violent hatred againft 
the queen and her relations, and againft the king 
on their account, would they not have publifhed it 
to the world ? Would it not have covered all their 
enemies with confufion, if they had m'^de it known 
that the king and queen were living in adultery, and 
attempting to impofe a fpurious iffue upon the na- 
doh? This would' have effeftually eftablifhed the 
right of the duke of Claren^re to the fucceffion ; 
and is it to be imagined, timt a prince who had at- 
iempted to de&me his owp mother, in order to 
baftardife his brother (for which he was attainted 
by parliament), would have fpared the queen, his 
mcttiH cocmy^ if he had known or fufpe^d that 

*i Hift Crojl p. 567. 

her 
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her marriage was iiable to the leaft obje&ion ? The ^'^l^^ 
queen had been crowned with great folemnity, pro- 
vided for by parliament as queen of England, ac* 
knowledged by all the world as Edward's lawful 
wife to his death, and their children contraded 
to the greatefl princes in Europe, without the leafl: 
furmife of any flaw in their birth. The nature, of 
Edward's engagement with lady Butler is not well 
defined ; nor is the truth of it well eltablifhed. A 
contemporary author of the beft credit, only fays, 
^^ It was a edged that he had made ^ contra£t with 
^* her**.*' Another contemporary writer indeed 
relates, " That the bilhop of Bath faid, that Ed- 
** ward had promifed . marriage to her in his pre-? 
^* fence, and that he had afterwards married them 
*• without any witnefles *^." But neither the time 
nor the place of this pretended marriage were ever 
mentioned ; the lady was dead ; no witnefles had 
been prefent at it : and therefore it could not be 
proved, but by the fingle teftimony of Stillington, 
bifhop of Bath, who^vas a very wicked, ambitious 
man, and was tempted (as we are told by Philip de 
Comines) to make this declaration by the pompous 
promifes of the proteflor**. That Edward had de- 
liided the lady Butler by oaths and promifes, and 
that Stillington, then a profligate young prieft, was 
in the fecret, and aflifted in the delufion, might be 
true ; but that he had contrafted any engagements 
with her that rendered his fubfequent marriage ille- 
gal, and all his children baftards, there is not fuf- 

*+ Hift. Croyl. p. 567. *^ Philip de eomincs, 1. 5. c. iS^ 

p.43i. »« Id. 1. tf. c. 9. p. 497* 

S 2 ficient 
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A^^|^J[4^- ficient evidence. The proteftor got rid of the 
claims of Edward earl of Warwick and his fifter, 
the children of his elder brother' Clarence, by the 
attainder of their father. 
Schemes ' This whole affair feems to have been a fcene of 
otGiou- great iniquity, in which the proteftor was the prin- 
ccftcr. ^.jp^j aftor, affifted by many great accomplices. 
Having obferved that the greatefl part of the an- 
cient nobility both feared and hated the queen and 
her relations^ and dreaded that when the young king^ 
came of age, his mother would inftiga^e him to, 
revenge the murder of her fon and brother, by 
whom be had been educated, and the many cruel in- 
juries that had been done to her and her family;, 
j^e believed it would not be difficult to perfuade 
theni to raife him to the tHrone, as they had raifed . 
' him to the proteftorihip,- as the only effpdual way 
of fecuring themfelves from danger. He made 
the trial ; and, with the help of liberal promifes, he 
generally fiicceeded. Buifome pretence was want- 
ing to fet afide the numerous iffue of the late king ; 
and no pretence would anfwer that purpofe but that 
of their being baftards. The gallantries of Edward, . 
and the profufion of his promifes and, oaths to fe- 
veral ladies, in order to feduce thei?i, were not un- 
known. Stillington, who had been imprifoned "by 
^ the late king, and was one of Richard's moft zeal- 
ous partizans, furnifhed them with one ftory ; and . 
if that had not been furnifhed, another would.have 
, been' found *^ It plainly appears, that the pro- 

.=7 Philip de Comines, vol i. p. 497' 

I ■ teftor 
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te&qr himfelf did not lay much ftrefe on this .ftoiy ; -^•^- '4*3* 
for in the aflt of parliament baftardifmg Edward's 
ifliie, many other objeftions are made to his mar-* * 
riage, all of them trifling, and fpmc of. them per« 
feftly ridiculous ; and the tale of lady Butler is -, 
brought in at the end, without any name of its au- 
thor or evidence of its truth *'. 

The protestor's fcheme being now ripe for exe- Sfaawi 
cution, he prevailed upon Dr, Ralph Shaw, a cele- 
brated preacher^ brother to the mayor of London, 
to publifli his claim to the crown, in a fermon at 
Paurs<rofs, on Sunday, June 22 *^ The doc'^ 
tor, it is faid, overadbed his part, and did not conf*' . 
tent himfelf with baftardifing king Edwatd*s chil- 
dren, but afferted, that Edward himfelf and thf 
duke of Clarience had been baftards, at the expencc* 
of the charafter of Cecily duchefs of York, th« 
protedlor's mother ^**. But that he carried his folly 
and impudence. to this length, efpecially as the pro- 
teilor was prefent, may be doubted^'. It is ftill 
more incredible, that (as fome of our hi(loiianff a^ 
firm) he called the lady to whom he alleged king 
Edward had been precontraded, lady Elifabett 
Lucy, inftead of lady Eleanor Butler *\ Fabian, 
who refided then in London, - and was perhaps prcr 

*8 Parliament Hift. vol 2. p. 3?9. One of their objeftions to the 
fiiarriage i8» t^at king Edward had been -b^twitched by the- lady 
Grey*$ mother ; and this the parliament gravely undertake to proye. 

29 Fabian, f 124. ^ Sir T. More, p. 497- 

' J« See the honourable Mr. Walpole's excellent work, inti tied, 
*f Hiftoric Doubts,*' which hath thrown much lighVon this per- 
plexed part of our hiftory, p. 37, &c. 

3* Mr, Walpolc's Hiftoric Doubts, p. 41. 

S3 ftnt 
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A^D. i^. (cj^l at this famous fermon, fays, *' It was to the 
*' great abucion of all the audience, except fuch as 
* " favoured the mater, which were few in number, 
** if the truth or plainnefe might have been 
«« fliewed'^'* 
Bucking- The duke of Buckingham made an eloquent ha- 
fpccch at ^^g^^ 9? ^^ f^une fubjeft, June 24, to the mayor, 
Guildhall, aldermen, and citizens of London, from the huft- 
ings in Guildhall, endeavouring to convince them 
that king Edward's children w^re baftards, and that 
the protedor was the only perfon who had a right 
to the crown. All admired his eloquence, though 
many, it is faid, were not convinced by his argu- 
ments J but fome of th6 audience having toffed up 
their caps, and cried. Long live king RicHard ! the 
duke interpreted that cry as the unanimous voice 
of the citizens of London, acknowledging the pro- 
te9:or*s title to the crown. He returned them his 
moft hearty thanks, accompanied with promifes of 
many favours and much felicity in the future reign; 
and then defired the mayor, aldermen, and chief ci- 
tizens, to meet him next da^ to petition the pro- 
' ttOtoT to take upon him the crown, expreiling great 
apprehenfioms that his exceflive modefty, and won- 
derful affedion to his brother^s children, would 
make him rejed their petition '% 
2^J2tir Accordingly, on Wcdnefday, June 25, the duke 
tt^pro- of Buckingham, and feveral noblemen, with the 
mayor and aldermen, went to Baynard's caftlc, 
where the prote^or then was, and requefted an 
audience on a matter of great importance. The 

99 Fabian» f. 124. ^ Sir T. More» p. 49S. 

prote&or 
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protedor at firft feemed to be much alarmed zt To ^^ '^'3* 
great a concourfe, and to dread fome defign againft 
his perfon, but was at length prevailed upon to* 
take courage, and to give them audience. When' 
they came into his prefence, the duke of Buck- 
ingham, having requefted and obtained leave to 
fyeakj made a long hanngue on the miferies and 
tyranny of the late reign^ the illegality of Edward's 
marriage, the illegitimacy of his childr^, the pro- 
te&or's undoubted title to the crown ; and con- 
cluded with an eameft requeft to him, in the name 
of that affembly, to take that crown to which he 
was fo well intitled. The protestor appeared to be 
furprifed at this propofaL He acknowledged the 
truth of all the duke had advanced, but declared^ 
that his love to bis brother's children was greater 
dian his love to a crown. The duke, returning to 
the charge, aflured him that none of Edward's chiU 
dren fhouldever reign over them ; and at laft dropt 
a hint that if he perfifted in refiifing the crowny 
they would offer it to another, who would not re- 
fufe it. The proteftor feemed to be ftartled at 
that hint, began to hcfitate, deiired a little time to 
confider, and gave them caufe to hope that he 
would yield to reafon and importunity '^ 

The laft fcene of this political farce, or rather Thepre- 
tracedy, was afted on Thurfday, June 26. In tcaorio 
the mommg of that day, all the prelates, lords, crown, 
and great men of the prote&or's party, with their 
numerous followers, came to Baynard's caftle, ^^ and 
^< (to ufe his own words) porre£ted to him a bill 

^^, «» Sir T.Morc, p.49^- 
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^*?'^'V " of petTtion^ wherein Jis furc and true dtlewaa 

evidently fhewed and declared. Where upon 
the kinge's highnis (fo Jie now called himfeif), 
notably aflifted by wel nere al the lords fpiritual 
*^ and temporall of this royalme, went the fame 
*^ day unto the palais at Wcftminfter,- and thef, in 
^^ fuch roial honourable apparrelled, witbtti the 
^^ gret ' hal ther toke pofieifion, and declared his 
*,' mind, that the fame day he wold begin to rcyne 
** upon4iis people ; and from thence rode folempnly 
*; to the cathedral-chiirch of London, and was re* 
ceivedther with proceffion with gret. congnrtula-» 
tion ai^d acclamation of al the people in every 
'i place ^"-'^ / , " 

Affiftfd Richard III. (as he mull now be called) in making 

armed ' his waTy to the throne, had not tiufted entirely to 
force. |.jjg clear nefs of • his title, the number of his noble 
friends, or the favour of the people. He had 
brought a confiderable body of armed followers 
with him to London ; his chief accomplice, the 
duke of Buckingham, had brought a ftill greater 
number, and had fent for many inore from Wales ; 
and an army of about 5000 men had arrived from 
the north. All thefe (as we are told by a contem- 
porary hiftorian) conftituted " a terrible and un* 
" heard of number of armed men V.** Thefe troops, 
it is faid, did not make a very gay appearance, and 

■ ' • . «• 

s« This is a part of that account of his accefHon to the throne that 

' Rt chard III. fent to the garrifoii at Cafais, to perfiiade them to take 

' an oath of fealty to him, which they rcfufed, bccaufcthey had taken 

an oath to Edward V. The whole acconot is Tery pompouiy and lif 

feyeral particulars not itri^ily true. £iicka^udKennct|P»'5ta.Notc« 

37 Hift. Crpyl. p. 566. 

were 
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were laughed at by the citizens of London, fof/ ^^j^^^}i 
their fliabby drefs atid rufty armour^'. - But tHefe 
fdrces were certainly very formidable, cfpecially as 
they were commanded by fir Richard RadcIifFe, who 
bad given many proofs,* and one very lately at Pom- 
fret, that he was capable of perpetrating the moft 
horrid and atrocious deeds. It would be great in- 
juftice, therefore, to deny thefe troops their (hare 
d the honour or infamy of this revolution. 

Richard IIL was proclaimed by that name iii Corona- 
i.ondon, June 27, and oh the fame day delivered 
the great feal to the bifliop of Lincoln, one of the 
fpiritual lords who had contributed to his elevation '*. 
As the ceremony of coronation was confidered in 
thofe times as almoft effential to royalty, Richard ^ 
made great hafte to be crowned ; and the prepara^ 
tions that had been made for the coronation hi 
his nephew, enabled him to be fooner rea;dy. It 
jtppears from his coronation-roll, which is ftill ex- 
tant, that various robes were ordered, on that oc- 
cafioni for lord Edward, fon of the late king Ed- • 
ward IV. and his attendants ; which makes it pro- 
bable that it was once intended that he fhould walk 
at his uncle's coronation **. But it is highly pf o- 
bable that on fecond thoughts the defign was laid 
afide. So wife a man as Richard would foon re- 
flefl:, that the fight of the helplefs degraded prince 
would excite compaffion for him, and indignation 
againft his oppreffor, in every feeling heart. So* 
fingular a circumftance, as a degraded king walk- 

. •• Fabian, f. 415. 39 Rym; pugd. t;i«.,p. 189. 

4» Hiftorie Doubts, p. 65 » 66. ' ' 

ing 



ttis 



HISTORY OF BRITAIN. BookT. 



A. p. i4»3- ing at the coronatiQii of his fucccflbr, who bad dc- 
' graded him, would have been the fubjed of muth 
converfation, and would certainly have deen re- 
corded; and yet neither Fabian, nor the biftorian 
of Croyland, who flouriihed at that time, nor any 
fubfequent hiftorian, mention fuch a circumflance. 
On the contrary, Fabian tells us, that as foon as 
Richard accepted the fovereignty, ^* the prince, or, 
** of right, king Edwatd V. with his brother the 
*« duke of York, were put under furer kepynge. 
" in the Towre, in fuch'wyfe that they never 
•« came abrode after V," A few days befcn'e the 
coronation, John lord Howard was created duke 
of Norfolk, and appointed high fteward *\ About 
the fame time he conferred honours and offices on 
feveral of his moft aftive friends ; and the arch- 
bifliop of York, and lord Stanley, having com- 
plied with the times, were fet at liberty *^ At 
length all things being ready, Richard, with his 
confort Ann Nevile, youngeft daughter of the great 
earl of Warwick, were crowned at Weftminfter, 
July 6, with the ufual folemnities ^. 

The treafures amaffed by Edward IV. for his 
intended expedition into France, were feized by 
Richard, and gained him many friends, or at leaft 
accomplices, by enabling him to reward them **. 
Nor was he a niggard in the diftribution of his 
bounty. In particular, he amply rewarded his 
northern forces, and fent them home contented **• 

41 Fabian, f. %%S* ^ Rym- '•* t f S. p. 19«. 

4t Buck, p. stS' ^ lA iWd. 4» Hift. Cr^L p. $6% 

4* HaU, Richard HI. f. »• 
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He fent ambafladors to feveral foreign princes to a»d. i4aj*. 
annouiice his aqceffion and cultivate their friend- 
ihip ^^ To his envoy to the court of Britannyj he 
givesi authority—** to negotiate any bufinefs he 
^* thought proper, even though it was of fuch a 
•* nature, as to require a fpedal mandate," — ^which 
plainly points at a fecret negotiation about the earl 
of Richmond, probably with a view to get him 
into his hands *^ At the fame time, he treated 
the countefs of Richmond with great refpeft, and 
appointed her hulband, the lord Stanley, fteward 
of the houfehold. His chief accomplice, the duke 
of Buckingham, he loaded with eftates and ho- 
nours *•. In a word, he negleded nothing to con- 
tent his friends, to gain or to guard againft his 
enemies. 

Haying fettled all affairs in London, and fet a a pro. 
guard about the fanftuary at Weftminfter, to pre- ^^ 
vent the efcape of the queen or her daughters, he 
fet out on a pro^refs with his queen and fon, and a 
fplendid court ^\ In this progrefs he fpent fome 
days at Oxford ; and at the requeft of the univer- 
fity he releafed the bifhop of Ely from his confine- 
ment in the Tower, and committed him to the 
cuftody of the duke of Buckingham, which pro- 
duced effefts equally furprifing and unexpeded ". 
At Gloucefter, Coventry, and all other places, 
Richard courted popularity by every art, and 

4' Rym. F«d. torn. it. p. 193, 194, ,95, j^z^ i^^^ &c. 

48 Id, ibid. p. 194. 

49 See 4 lift of thcfe in Kcanet, vol. i. p. 530. note a. 
««» Hift. Croyl. p. 567. 

«• Sir T. More, p. 5o«. Buck, p. 505. 
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laboured to raife cxpeftations of a mild and equi- 
table reign. . The duke of Buckingham left thei 
court at Gloucefter in. the moft perfcd good 
iumour, and went to the caftle of Brecknock, to 
ti^hich he had before fent his prifoner the bifhop of 
Ely. 

When Richard was at Gloucefter in the courfe 
of this progrefs, he fent, it is faid, one of his 
pages to fir Robert Brakinbury, conftable of the 
Tower of London, with a letter or meffage, com- 
manding him to murder the two young princes^ 
Edward V. and his brother Richard duke of York. 
Sir Robert declining that deteftable office, fir 
James Tyrrel, mafter of the horfe, was fent from 
tlie court at Warwick, with a commiffion to com-t 
mand in the Tower one night, and in that nighty 
the two young princes were . fuffocated. in their 
beds, by two ruffians called^. Miles Forreft and 
John Dighton, and biiried at the ftair-foot, from 
whence their bodies were removed by tlje chaplaia 
of the Tower, to a place that was never difcover- 
ed '% This ftrange ftory was firft told by fir 
Thomas More, as one of the various tale^ he had 
heard concerning the death of the two princes ; 
and thpiigh it is very improbable, if not evidently 
falfe in fome particulars, it hath been adopted by 
many fubfequent hiftorians ^^ 
• About the end of Auguft the court arrived at 
York, to which the nobility, clergy, and gentry 
of the north, came in crowds. Richard > in order 



*^ Sir T. More, p*500, 501. 

|i See Walpolc'a Hiftoric Doubts, p. 51—59. 
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to pkafe them and fecure their favour, refolved to ^-.P- H^3« 
entertain them with a coronation. Accordingly 
fce and. his queen were crowned in the cathedraK 
church of that northern capital, by archbifliop Ro- 
therham, September 8, and on the fanie day he 
created Jijs only legitimate foh Edward^ then about 
eight years of age, prince of Wales ^\ The 
duke of Albany, and the ambatffador of Ferdinand 
and Ifabella, king and queen of Caftile and Arra^ 
-gon, affifted at this coronation, which was uncom- 
monly magnificent ". 

But Richard's tranquillity was of fliort dura- Plot« 
fion : clouds began to gather in feverar places, and Kwhard j 
to threaten him with a dreadful ftorm* As foon 
as he departed from London, on his progrefs into 
the north, the people of Kent, Effex, Suflex, 
Harhplhire, Dorfetfliire, Devonfhire, Somerfet- 
Ihire, Wiltfliire, Berkfliire, and other fouthem 
counties, no longer overawed by the northern and 
Welfli armies, began to murmur at the late tranf- 
adions. The gentlemen of thefe counties had- 
private meetings, and formed affociations for re- 
leafing. Edward V. from the Tower, and reftoring 
him to the throne^*. Richard had ftill a more 
dangerous enemy whp was fecretly plotting his 
deftrudion. This was his chief accomplice, 
Henry duke of Buckingham, who had been the 
great inftrument of his elevation. It is impoffible 
to difgover the motives that determined Bucking- 
ham to pull down the perfon he had fo lately 

H Hift. Croyl- p.,567. O. Buck, p. 527. 

»* R>iiu Feed. tora. la. P. aoo, s« Hiift. Croyl. p. 56S. 
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A.D. 14I3. raifed *'. It IS moft probable that his perfed know- 
ledge of his own and of Richard's charader was 
his principal motive. It is impoflible that any 
real friendihip or confidence could fubfift between 
two men who had plotted together the death of lord 
Rivers, lord Haftings, lord Grey, and others, 
when they were profef&ng the greateft friendihip 
for them. Buckingham might very naturally fear 
that Richard would take an opportunity of treat- 
ing him as he had treated thefe noblemen, in order 
to get pofleflion of his immenfe wealth ; and that 
his prifoner John Morton, bishop of Ely, the moll 
artful man in the world, might, by his hints and 
infinuatibns, increafe thofe fears. However this 
may be, it is perfedly certain that Buckingham, 
foon after his arrival at the caftle of Brecknock, 
formed the defign of dethroning Richard, and 
correfponded with the malcontents in the fouth 
and weft of England about the execution of that 
defign *•. 
in favour None of the two jejune hiftorians of thofe times 
of Hcnr/ foy^ that the duke of Buckingham had originally 
Rich- the fame views with the other malcontents, of 
reftoring Edward V. though that is not impro- 
bable '^ But in Auguft, a report was circulated, 
and generally believed, that the two young princes 
were murdered in the Tower. This obliged all 
the confpirators to look out for a proper perfon to 
fubftitute in the place of Richard^'. In more 

'7 Several hiitorians fay, it was becaufe he refufed to grant him 
the whole earldom of Hereford. But there is the deareft evidence 
that he granted him the whole. Dugdale. vol- z. p. 16S9 i^9* 

»• Hift. Croyl. p. 568. «P Id. ibid. Fabian. ^.m^ Croyl. 
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orderly and peaceful times, it would never have ^^^l!!^' 
been imagined, that Henry earl of Richmond had 
any pretentions to the crown. He was defcended 
by his mother from one of the natural fons of John 
of Gaunt duke of LaQcafter, by Katherine Swine- 
ford. It is true, that when the duke married that 
lady, he procured the legitimation, by parliament, 
of the children he had by her in the time of his 
former marriage ; but in the very aft of legitima- 
tion there is an exception of the crown and royal 
dignity, of which they are declared incs^able. Be- 
fides this, there were feveral princes and princeflfes, 
both in Spain and Portugal, legitimate defcendants 
of John of Gaunt, by his fecond wife Conftantia 
heirefs of Caftile ; but they were too far diftant, 
and do not feem to have entertained any thoughts 
of aflerting their claims to the^ crown of England. 
There were alfo feveral princes and princeffes of 
die houfe of York, whofe titles were ftill better. 
But the earl of Richmond poiTeiTed fome advan- 
tages, which recommended him to the confpira- 
tors, as the moil proper perfon to fet up in oppofi- 
tion to Richard. He was in the prime of life, and 
had long been confidered by the Lancaftrian party 
in England as the reprefentative of that family ; 
and it was propofed to fupply the defeft In his title 
by his marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, eldeft <. 
daughter of Edward IV. and thereby unite the 
two rofes, and put an end to that fatal quarrel 
which had almoft ruined England. The queen, 
and the countefs of Richmond, Henry's mother, 
entered warmly into that fcheme, which makes it 
probable that the queen believed her two fons were 

dead. 
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A.D^i^i. deacl. Meffengers were feat to the court of Bri- 
tanny, to acquaint Henry with this fcheme (of his 
confent to which no doubt was entertained), and 
to entreat him to come into England as foon as 
poflible, with all the force he could colled •*. 

Though thefe tranla6tions were conduded with 
all pofGble fecrefy, they did not cfcape the vigi- 
lance of Richard. Soon after his coronation at 
York, he was informed, that plots were forming 
againft him in the fouth ; and immediately fufpeft* 
ing the duke of Buckingham,, . he endj^voured 
firft-by promifes, and afterwards by threats, to 
bring him to court. But both were ineflFeQual. 
He then exerted himfelf, with great adUvity, to 
raife forces in the north, and other parts, to op- 
pofe his enemies ^*. Beihg joined by the earl of 
Northumberlandj^iand other great men, with their 
followers, he direfted his march towards Wales ; 
having fent orders before, to fir Thomas Vaughan 
and his other friends in thofe parts, to watch the 
motions of the duke of Buckingham, to break 
down the bridges on the Severn, promifing them 
the plund&r of the caftle of Brecluiock, for their 
encouragement *^ 

• The conTpirators, by concert, fet up their ftand- 
ards all in one day, Odober 18, in feveral different 
places, to diftraft their enemies — the duke of 
Buckingham at Brecknock — the marquis of "Dor-- 
fet, fir Edward Courtenay, &c. at Exetfec— fir 
John Brown, fir Thomas Lawknor, &c. at Maid- 



Bucking- 

barn's in- 
fttO'edion. 



<> Hall, f. 12 — 14 HoUiDgfh. p. 1400. 

•* mat. CroyL p. 568. , ^3 Id. ibid. 
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ftone — fir William 'Norris, fir William Berkeley, a. d. 1483. 
&c. at Newbury — and fir Richard Widvile, fir 
Richard Beauchamp, &c. at Salilbury. The king, 
on Oftober 19, was at Grafton in Northampton- 
fhlre, ready to march into Wales, or into the weft, 
as occafion might require **. The duke of Buck- 
ingham directed his march towards the Severn, in 
order to pafs that river, and join his confederates ; 
and if that junSion had been efFefted, Richard 
would probably have been dethroned.* But fuch 
heavy rains fell for feveral days, that the Severn 
overflowed its banksj'and deluged the country, to 
a degree that never had been known, and was long 
remembered by the name of Buckingham's Jlocd* 
His Welfh troops were fo much difcouraged by 
this, that they difbanded, and returned home; 
"which obliged him to difmifs all his fervants, dif- 
guife his perfon, and conceal himfelf in the houfe 
of one Bannifter, a dependent on his family, not 
far from Shrewfbury *'. 

The news of this furprifing turn of affairs were P^'oc^ama- 
brought to Richard at Leicefter, and' he immedi- 
ately (O^ober 23) iffued a proclamation, granting 
a pardon to all the common people who ftould 
defert their leaders, and ofi^ering great rewards to 
any who fliould apprehend the duke of Bucking- 
ham, the marquis of Dorfet, the bilhops of Ely 
and Salifbury, and feveral knights and gentlemen, 
who *are therein named. For the duke, he offered 
j^iooo in money, or X^^^ a-year in land— for 

•4 Kym. Feed. torn. 11. p. aoj. 

*5 Hall, f, 15. Stow> p-465. Holiflg.(h. p. :4Q3. 

V«i. IX. T the 



C6 



«74 HISTORY OF BRITAIN., BookV, 

^l^J^' the marquis and each of the bifliops, i ooo marks 
in money, or loo marks a-year in land— for each 
of the knights, one half of that fum ^\ In this 
curious proclamation, the immaculate Richard 
expreffes the moft violent indignation againft 
whoredom, of which he fays his enemies were no- 
torioufly guilty, particularly the marquis of Dor- 
fet, — " who, to the peiille of his foule, hath many 
and fundry maydes, wydowes, and wifes, damp- 
nably, and without Jihame, devoured, deflowred^ 
and defouled, holding the imfhampful and 
rayfchivous woman, called Shore's wife, in 
« adultry'\" 
Bucking- Thi$ proclamation had a confiderable efFeft. 
kcad d^' '^^^ perfidious Eannifter, enticed by the greatnefs 
of the reward, difcovered his unfortunate gueft to 
John Mitton, fherifF of Shropihire, who appre- 
hended and conducted him to Salifbury j where, 
without any trial, he was beheaded, Novem- 
ber I ^»- 
Jnfufgents The followers of the other confpirators, enticed 
I peried. j^y ^j^^ promife of pardon on the one hand, and 

difcouraged by the difafter that had befallen the 
duke of Buckingham on the other, deferted them 9 
which compelled them to abandon their enterprife, 
and confult their fafety by flight. Some of them, 
as the marquis of Dorfet, the bifhops of Ely and 
Exeter, and a great number of knights and gentle* 
men, efcaped to the continent ; others took fhelter 
in fan^tuaries ; and others concealed themfelyes in 

^ Rym. Feed. torn. la. p. 204. ^^ i<j, ibid. 

« Hall, f. 16. Stow, p. 465. HoliDglh. p. 1403. HHt. CreyL 
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the country. In this manner was this formidable ad. 14??^ 
infurreSion terminated in a few days> and without 
ablow*^ 

In the mean tiihe, the earl of Richmond had Rich- 
been very aftive ; and having got together a fmall °^^"^'* 
army, and a fleet of forty fliips, he failed from St. 
Maloe's,* Oftober it. But on the next day his 
fleet was difperfed by a violent flbrm, which drove 
the greatefl: part of it back to the continent. The 
earl's Ihip weathered the fliorm^ and approached 
the coafl: of England near Poole, where he hovered 
feveral days in expedation of being joined by the 
reft of his fleet. Being difappointed in this expefta- 
tion, he found himfelf under a neceflity of aban- 
doning his enterprife ; and in his return, he. was 
obliged to land in Noi^mandy, where he received 
the difagreeable news of the difperlion of his friends 
in England ; and on his arrival in Britanny, hd 
there found the marquis of Dorfet, and many other 
fugitives '^ 

Richard, tranfported with joy at fo many for- ^"^l^'* 
tunate events, marched from Salifbury, Novem- 
ber 2, at the head of a gallant army, and pro- 
ceeded to Exeter, reducing all thofe parts to order 
and fubmiflion, and punifliing fuch of the leaders 
of the late infurreftion as had been apprehended. 
Amongft thef6 was his own brother-in-law, fir 
Thomas St. Leger, who was, with feveral others, 
executed at Exeter, though great intereft was made, 
and a great fum of money was offered for his life ^'. 

<^« Hal', f. iS- Stow, p. 4^5- Holinglh. p. 1403. Hift. CrOy\ 
p. 56iJ. 70 HilK Croyl. p. 568. 7» Id. ibid.- 
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-^^^Ij^^^ The number of peifons executed on this occafion 
was not very great ; as all yeomen and common 
people were pardoned by the proclamation, and 
many of their leaders efcaped beyond fea, or into 
fanftuaries, which every where abounded, and 
were cfleemed inviolable. 

King re- Richard, havin^j reduced all to quiet, rewarded 

turns to ' o ^ r 

Wcftmin- and fent home a great part of his northern troops, 
on whom he had chiefly depended'*. He then 
returned towards the capital, and was met at Eling- 
fton by the mayor and aldermen, with about 500 
citizens, nobly-mounted and richly drefled, who 
condufted him through the city to Weftminfter, 
• where he celebrated the feaft of Chrillmas with great 
pomp '^ * 

A. D. 1484. Richard feemed now to be firmly feated on the 
*^*^ ^^'^ throne, all his powerful enemies being either laid 
in the duft, or driven out of the kingdom. He 
wifely embraced that opportunity to call a parlia- 
ment ; becaufe he well knew, that in thefe circum- 
ftances he could eafi!y influence it to do what he 
pleafed. This parliament met at Weftminfter, on 
Friday, January 20, and made feveral good and 
popular laws ; but at the fame time effe£tually 
anfwered the political \aews of Richard, and did 
whatever he was pleafed to diftate ^\ That peti- 
tion which had been prefented to him when he af- 
. fumed the government, was now converted into 
an ad of parliament, declaring the marriage of 
Edward IV, and lady Grey illegal, and all their 

7* Hift, Croyl. p. 570. 73 id. ibid, tabian. f. »a6. 

H Statutes at Large^ toL 2. p. ^4. 
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children baftards, and fettling the crown on Richard a. d. 1484. 
and his pofterity ^^ Many of the members 
(fays a contemporary hiftorian) were influenced 
by fear to give their confent to that ad '*. All 
perfons of any note, who had been concerned in 
the late infurredtions, were attainted, and their 
eftates confifcated 5 which brought a prodigious ae- 
ceffion both of power and wealth to the crown ^'. 

During the fitting of this parliament, one day in Oath, 
the month of February, Richard aflembled all the 
members of both houfes in a certain room in his 
palace, and there produced to them, in writing, 
^n oath, to fupport the fuccefSon of his fon, Edr 
ti^ard prince of Wales, to the crown, which he 
(engaged or obliged them all both to fwear and 
fubfcribe ^*. 

This parliament had the cruelty (at whofe infti- The quern 
gation it may be eafily gueflfed) to ftrip the queen- fonauar/. 
dowager of all the eftates that had been fettled 
upon her by the late king, and confirmed to her by 
parliament''. That unhappy princefs, reduced 
to poverty as well as overvyhelmed with difgrace, 
3nd feeing no profpeft of relief from either, begaii 
to liften to Richard's perfuafions, to leave the fane- 
tuary, and to put herfelf and her five daughters 
into his hands. To encourage her to do this, he 
took a folemn oath in the houfe of peers, March i , 
— " That if (he would come to him out of the 
.♦* fahftuary at Weftminfter, he would provide for 
^^ her and for her daughtjcrs as his kinfwomen j 

« Parliament. Hlft. v^l. a. p. 385, &c. 

7« Hiin Croyl, p. 570. ^^ Id. ibid. »« Id. ibid. 

79 Suck) apud Kennet, p. 51S9 Note. 

T3 «« and 



a7« HISTORY OF BRITAIN. BookV; 

A. D. 1484^ <€ j^j^j ^jjgy ftiould be in no danger of their lives 5. 
*' and that he would allow her 700 marks a-year, 
^* and her daughters 200 marks a-picce for their 
^* portions in marriage, and would take care to 
^^ marry them to gentlemen 'V* How diflionour- 
able a tranfaftion was this ! a king of England 
fwearing before his fpiritual and temporal lords, 
that he would not murder five innocent young 
ladies, the daughters of his own brother, and of 
their late fovereign ? how pitiful a provifion did 
Richard propofe to make for his unhappy nieces, 
who he knew had lately ftood contraSed to the 
greateft princes in Europe ; and yet fuch was the 
diftrefs of the wretched queen, that flic accepted 
thefe humiliating terms, and trufled her own life 
and the lives of her daughters to the fecurity of • 
Richard's oath. 

Richard foon found, that the greateft profperity 
could not fecure him from the deepeft diftrefs. 
After the diffolution of parliament, he made a pror 
grefs, with his queen and court, into the north ; 
and at Nottingham received the affliftive news, 
that his only legitimate child, Edward prince of 
Wales, on whom he doted, had died at Middle- 
ham caftle, April 9, after a fhort illnefs '% Both 
Richard and his queen were fo much affefted with 
this news, that, as a contemporary hiftorian tells 
us, they almoft run mad **• 

•^ Buck, apud Kennet. p. 528. Note. •» Hift. Croyl. p.-s7r, 
•» Id. ib'd. This is a literal trandation of the words of the hillQ- 
ilan of Croyland, who lived at no great dKiance from Nottingham, 
anM had probably heard of fome of their adtions or words, which 
indicated that the exceiit of their grief had in fomc degree difordered 
theirminds. 
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Richard was fbon roufed from this cxceffive for- ^- ^' '484- 
row for his fon, by receiving intelligence from his Earl of 



Richmond 



to 



ambaflador at the court of Britanny, that the earl ^J^g 
of Richmond and the EngHfti exiles were meditat* France, 
ing another attempt againft his government. To 
prevent, if poffible, that attempt, he direded his 
Simbaffador to renew his negotiations with the duke 
of Brit^nny, or rather with his favourite Peter 
J^andois, for the delivery of the earl of Richmond 
into his hands. Francis II. duke of Britanny, the 
generous proteftor of the exiled earl, had for fome 
time been in a declining ftate of health, which had 
impaired his capacity for bufinefs, and made him 
commit the management of all his affairs to his 
favourite, who w5s at length overcome by the 
.fplendid offers of the king of England ; and a. 
bargain was ftruck for the furrender of the earl of 
Richmond *^ Though this negotiation was con- 
dufjed with great fecrecy, John Morgan, bilhop of 
^''Yj got ^ hint of it,, which he communicated to 
the earl, who fled into France, and was followed 
by the Engliih exiles '*. The fugitives were kindly 
r^ceiv^d by madam de Beaujeu, who had the chief 
diredion of the affairs of France, during the mi- 
i^ority of her brother Charles VIIL ; and were en- 
<:puraged to hope for afliftance. 

Li the mean time, Richard, not milling wholly *^»chard't 
to his foreign negotiations, made every poffible tions. 
preparation for giving his enemies a warm recep- 
tion, If they landed. To fecure the attachn^ent 

■^ Argentri, 1. 1 3. c. 46. 

"4 Id. ibid. Philip de Comin)es, 1. 5. c. iS. p. 437. Hiftoire.de 
Fr^ncei par Garnlcr, torn, 19. p. 394» &c. 
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AD. T484. q£ ii^Q Yorkiils, he declared his nephew, John de 
la Pole, earl of Lincoln, eldeft fon of his fifter 
Elifabetli, and of John duke of Suffolk, his heir 
and fuccefTor''. That he might have no other 
enemies upon his handsj he concluded a truce 
with James III. king of Scotland, for three years, 
September 21 ; and at the fame time, a marriage 
was agreed upon between James prince of Scot* 
land, and his niece the lady Ann of Suffolk '*. To 
■ gain intelligence of the defigns of his enemies 

abroad, he employed many fpies — he ftationed men 
and horfes on all the principal roads in England, at 
the diftance of about twenty miles from one an-»^ 
other, to bring him the news of any landing on 
the coafts, or commotion in th^ country — and he 
fitted out a fleet to guard the feas.v To increafe- 
the zeal of his northern friends, on whom he chiefly 
depended, he granted them many of the forfeited 
efliates in the fouth, on which they fettled, and 
afted as fpies upon their difaftefted neighbours ^^. 
Having taken thefe prudent precautions, he re^ 
turned to London^ September 29, and celebrated 
the feaft of Chriftmas at Wefl:miofl:cr, with uncom* 
mon fplendour ^^. 
A.D.T^s. On Epiphany, January 6, as Richard, in his 
money by ^^J^^ Tobes, with his crown on his head, was celq^ 
bcnevo- brating that feftival, he received intelligence from 
one of his fpies abroad, that the earl of Richmond 
would mofl: certainly invade England next fpring 
or fummer. He affeSed to rejoice at this news, 

■5 Buck, p. ^35. •? Rym. Foed. t. 72. p. 235, &c. 

8' Hill Croyl. p. 571. «« Id. ibid. 
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as it would give him an opportunity (he faid) of a.d. i48s> 
cruihing all his enemies. But when he came to """^^'^^'''^ 
inquire, he found his exchequer was low, and that 
he was but ill provided with the fmews of war. 
For though he had fuppreffed the late infurreQions - 
without any expencc of blood, it was not without 
much expence of treafure, of which he had not 
b^cn fparing. To repleniih his exhaufted coffers, 
he had recourfe to that mode ,of raifmg money 
called benevolence^ againft which an aiSt had been 
made in the very laft parliament ^^. This meafure 
was as imprudent as it was illegal : efpecially Vs 
the perfons employed by him to folicit, or rather 
to demand thefe benevolences, a£led, as it is faid, 
in a very tyrannical manner; which diminilhed 
Richard^s popularity in fome part of the kingdom^ 
and increafed the prevailing odium againft him in 
Others '°, 

The queen-confort, who had for fome months Richard 
been in a declining ftate of health, died March 16 ; f^^j^^^^^^ 
and though Richard hath been boldly charged by ^^^ P^'P • 
many of our hiftorians with the guilt of haftenbg bcth. ^ ^" 
her death by various means, there is certainly no 
evidence that he committed that crime ^\ He was 
not, however, ignorant, that the plan of his enemies 
was, to unite the houfes of York and Lancaftcr, 
by a marriage between the earl of Richmond and 
the princefs Elifabeth, eldeft daughter of Edward 
IV. and that all Richmond's hopes of fuccefs de- 

^3 St^Vtutcs at Large, vol, a. p. 54* 
50 Hift. Croyf, p. 571, 572. 

9« Id. p. 572. Hall f. 24, 25. Stow, p. 467. Rapin. vol. I. 
p. 644. S?c Mr. Walpolc's Hiftqric Doubts, p, 1/^ 
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Icy to join him immediately with his troops ; but 
that nobleman pretending that he was ill of the 
fweating-ficknefs, which raged at that time, beg* 
ged a fhort delay. His fon, lord Strange, attempt- 
ing to efcape from court, was apprehended and 
brought back ; and, to fave his life, difcovered his 
father's defign to join the earl of Richmond, and 
at the fame time engaged to reconcile and bring 
him and his forces to Richard ^*. 
jEari of As foon as the earl of Richmond landed. He fent 

in'^mrd meflengrr> to his friends to coUefl: their followers 
prugrtfs. and come to his affiftanc^ ; and having refreflied 
his men, he marched to Haverford-weft, and from 
thence to Pembroke and Cardigan ; at all which 
places he was joyfully received, fiere he was 
joined by Richard Griffith and Richard App Thor 
mas, two Welfh gentlemen, with their friends, 
Though he had hitherto received no great ^acceffion 
offtrength, he had met with no oppofition; but 
he was now informed that fir Walter Herbert and 
Rice App Ihomas with a confiderable body of 
men, were at Cairmarden, determined to obftruft 
his progrefs ; which caufed a great alarm in his 
little army. He found means, however, to prevail 
upon Rice App Thomas, by a promife of the gOf 
verment of Wales, to joinjiim with his followers} 
which fo much difcouraged fir Walter Herbert, 
that he fuffcred him to pafs without any molefta- 
tion ^'. The earl than proceeded upon Ws march, 
and at Newport, in Shropfliire, he was joined ^by fir 
pcorge Talbot, at the head of 2000 men, the vafr 

9^ HiH. CroyJ. p. 573. 9y Hall, f. ^7. 
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falsofbis nephew the young earl of Shrewfbury, ^-^hss- 
which made his army amount to more than 6c oo '°\ 
At Stafford he had a private interview with fir Wil- 
liam Stanley, lord Stanley's biother, who had raifed 
2000 men ; and at that interview the future mo- 
tions of lord Stanley .and fir William were contrived 
in fuch a manner as to make Richard believe they 
intended to join him, and at the fame time to have 
it in their power to join Henry, when they could 
do him the moft effe&ual fervice'^'. In confe- 
quence of this concert, lord Stanley, who was at 
Litchfield with 5000 men, evacuated that place, 
and retired to Aderftone at the approach ef Rich- 
mond ; which made the king give credit to his pro- 
feffions of loyalty. 

When Richard received intelligence of the defec- Battle of 
tion of Rice App Thomas, and the inaftion of fir ^^'^^'<>^^^- 
Walter Herbert, he began to apprehend that this 
invafion would prove more dangerous than he had 
imagined. Though many of his forces were not 
yet arrived, he marched from Nottingham to Lei- 
cefter, at the head of an army of 'about 15,000 
men j which (if the troops had been all hearty in 
the caufe, and he had been joined by lord Stanley^ 
and his brother fir \Yilliam, as he expected) was 
more than fufEcient to have crufhed the earl of Rich- 
mond and his adherents. On Sunday, Augufl: 22, 
he marched out of Leicefter, in great pomp, with 
the crowm on his head, and encamped that evening 
at the abbey of Meriiv^l, not far from Bofworth *°*. 



«co Hall, f. 27. 
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A^ H^S' The carl of Richmond encamped, the fame even- 
ing, fo near, that feveral gentlemen deferted to him 
in the night ; which filled the royal army with mu- 
tual diffidence and Aifpicicm. On Monday, Au- 
guft 23, both princes drew up their troops, each 
in two lines, to decide this important quarrel. Lord 
Stanley took his ftation on one wing, oppofite to 
the interval between the two armies^ and fir William 
Stanley on the other. The battle was begun by thfc 
archers of both armies ; but foon became more 
clofe. Richard's troops in general, it is faid, dis- 
covered no great fpirit or alacrity ; and the earl of 
Northumberland and his men did not ftrike one 
ftroke. But it was lord Stanley who, by falling on 
* the flank of the royal army, turned the balance ia 
favour of the earl of Richmond. When Richard 
obfcrved this, and difcovered his rival at ho great 
diftance, he determined to put an end. to the con- 
tefl by his own death, or that of his competitor : 
and, putting fpurs to his horfe, attended by a few 
of his moft gallant followers, cut ' his way through 
every dbflacle, unhorfing fir John Cheyne, and 
killing fir William Brandon, Richmond's ftandard- 
bearer, with his own hand. But when he was on 
the point of alTaulting Henry's perfon (who neither 
courted nor declined the combat), he was over- 
whelmed by numbers, thrown to the ground, and 
flain in the thirty-fifth year of his age, when he 
had reigned two years and about two months '^^. 
Confe- Thbugh this was one of the moft decifive battles 

qucncce. ^j^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ fought, it was neither long nor bloodyj 

'<*J Hilh. Croyl. p. 574. FabiaD, f. 2%j, Hall, f, 33. Stow; 
P' 470' 
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iabout one thoufand (according to the moft probable 
accounts) being flain, on the vanquiftied, and very 
few on the viftorious fide ***. Of the great meh 
among the loyalifts, fell John Howard duke of 
Norfolk, Walter lord Ferrers of Chartley, \vit*h 
a few knights and gentlemen '''^ Sir William 
Catelby, one of Richard's greateft confidents, was 
taken, and, with a few others, beheaded. The 
king's body was dripped naked, tied acrofs a horfe 
behind one of the heralds, and carried to Leicefter, 
where, after it had been expofed to the view of the 
public, for a few days, it was buried in the church 
of the Greyfriars with very little ceremony'***. 

Richard III. if we may believe many of our cbamder 
hiftorians, was a kind of monfter, both in mind ard lui 
and body. " The tyrant king Richard (fays John 
Rous of Warwick, his contemporary) was born 
at Fothringay in Northamptonfhire. Having 
remained two years in his mother's womb, he 
f"^ came into the world with teeth, and longhair 
** down to his flioulders *°\** What he adds is 
probably more agreeable to truth—" He wais of a 
** low ftature, having a ihort face, with his right 
** Ihoulder a little higher than his left ;'' a pifture 
which was wrought up into abfolute xleformity by 
fubfequent hiftorians, but coutradiSed by the tefti- 
mony of an eye-witncfs of undoubted credit ' \ 

'**4 Hall, f. 33. *®5 The duke or Norfolk was warned of 

his danger that morn'ng by the followniii iines : 
John of Norl'olk be not too bold, 
Dicken thy mafter U bought and fold 
'«« Santlford* p. 4-4. »=' T. Rolfii apiul Leland Hen. Ilia 

?ol 10' p- ^15. *°^ '^hc countefs oF DcfmoQd. 
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t'^^^^'i That he pofleffed perfonal courage in a very high 
degree, his enemies could not deny, though they 
confelfed it with reludance. ** If I may venture 
*^ to fay any thing to his honour, though he was a 
«* little man, he was a noble and valiant foldier ***/' 
He was much admired for his eloquence and powers 
of perfuafion, which were almoft irrefiftible, efpe- 
daily when they were aided by his bounty, which, 
on fome occafions, was exceffive"^ His under- 
ftanding was certainly good ; but he was rather a 
cunning than a wife man, impenetrably fecret, and 
a perfeft- mafter of all the arts cff diffimulation. 
Ambition was his ruling paffion. It was this that 
prompted him to fupplant his hdplefs nephew, in 
order to feizQ his crown ; and when he had formed 
that ^efign, be feenvs to have ftack at nothing to 
fecure its fuccefs. That he was guilty of the cool 
deliberate murder of the earl'Rivers, the lords Grey 
and Hailii^s, becaufe he apprehended they would 
oppofe his attempt upon the throne, cannot be de- 
nied. That he murdered alfo his two nephews, 
Edward V. and -the duke of York, or one of them, 
I do not affirm, becaufe I cannot prove it ; and all 
the accounts that are given of the circumftances of 
the death of thefe two princes, I confefs, are liable 
to great objedions *''. But thcmgh all thefe *<c- 
coulits may t^ f alfe in Ibme particulars, the firli" 
cipal fa£t may be true , and it is certainly not im- 
probable. 

^** T.RofTiiHift. p,aT8. "<» Hift. Croyl. p. 557. 

*" Sec Mr. Walpole s Hiftoric Doubts, p. 5X1 &c. 
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CHAPTER I. PART 11. 

The Civil and Military Hiftory of Scotland^ 
from A. D, 1399, to the acceffion of 
James IV. A. D* 1488. 

« • 

SECTION t 

Fi-om A. D. 1399, fo the acceJftoH of James II4 

A. D. 1437- 

ROBERT m. the fccond prince of the family ai d. 13^9. 
of Stuart, had been fcated about nine years ^[^^JJJ^ 
on the throne of Scotland, at the acceffion of Hen* 
ry IV. to that of England \ Robert was a good 
man, of a mild and gentle fpiiit ; but having been 

* arc VoL 7* b 4. ch. i- § j. 
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rendered lame, by the ftroke of a horfe, in hi» 
youth, he affe£):ed a retired life, and committed the 
adminiftration of affairs to his brother Robert 
duke of Albany % 
Death of' The profligacy of David prince of Scotland and 
Krrid. duke of Rothfay, gave great concern to his royal 
parents, brought ruin on himfelf, and many cala- 
mities on his country. He was contrafted, A. D. 
140T), to the lady Elifabeth Dunbar, daughter of 
George earl of March, and feme part of the lady's 
fortune paid. But Archibald, called The Grimy the 
rich and potent carl of Douglas, interpofed, alleging 
that the contraft was illegal, as the nobility had not 
been confulted ; and making an offer of his own 
daughter, the lady Marjory, with a larger fortune, 
his oflier was accepted, and the marriage celebrated 
in the caftle of BotTiwell ^ Matrimony made no 
reformation in the manners of this unhappy prince« 
i Op the contrary, after the death of his mother, 

queen Annabella, he became more and more li- 
centious. The king had committed him to the 
care of certain noblemen, who were conftantly to 
attend him, to reftrain his fallies, and attempt hit- 
reforrhation ; but they foon refigned' their charge as 
hopelefs. By the advice of fir William Lindfay of 
Roflfy, and fir John Remorgencey, two of his cotm- 
fellors, the king fent a mandate to his brother the 
duke of Albany, to put the prince under confine- 
ment for fome time, in hopes that by this aft oC 
feverity he might be reclaimed* The gentlemen 
who gave this advice^ being no friends to the printe, 

^ Scoticro^icon^ lib. is* c. X4« ' Id. ibid, c. xo. 

A ^ . carried 
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carried the mandate to the duke, and both prompted ^.d. hou 
him to and affifted him in its execution. The 
prince was accordingly apprehended as he was on 
liis way to St. Andrew's, with a few attendants, to 
take poffefEon of the caftle of that city for the 
king, on the death of the late bifhop Walter Trail* 
He was kept a few days in that caftle, and from 
tfeence conduflTed to Falkland, and confined in a 
fmall room in the palace, where he died on Eaftei* 
cfeiy, A. D. 1401 \ The manner of his death is 
not* certainly known, tt was given out, that h^ 
died of a dyfentery ; but it Was rumoured, and ge- 
nerally believed, that he was ftarved to death; 

This affair was agitated in a parliament held at a. D. 140a* 
JEdihburgh in May A. D. 1402 ; and by a folemn Portia- . 
aft under the great feal, it Was declared— Aat the "*"^ 
printe had died by divine providence^ and no oihef^ 
w^— that the king and parliament approved of 
his imprifonment as neceffary for thfe public good-— ,' 
and that if the king had entertained any ill-will 
againft his brother the duke of Albany, or his fon* 
in-law the earl of Douglas, or any of their agents^ 
oh account of their conduft towards the late prince, 
he now laid it afide, and held them to be good 
and loyal fubjefts '• But whether thi^ aQ: and de- 
claration was obtained by the power, ot by the in* 
nbcence of the duke and earl, may be doubted. 

The earl of March was fo much ttiraged at the Earl <jf 
atfroiit put upon bis femily, by the .breach of thd ^J^^^ ^^ 
tontrad between prince David and his daughter, 

^ ScoticrontcoQ, lib'. r5. c it. < Se^ Remarks 9n the Hlftoiyof 
"Scbtland by Sir Datid Dalt>mple, c. 19. 
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that he retired into England, and entere4 into a 
negotiation with Henry IV. which terminated in - 
his fwearing fealty to that prince, who granted to 
him and his heirs the lordfhip of Somerton in Lin^^ 
colnfliire, and the manor of Clipfton, for his 
life K That nobleman then fent for his family and . 
followers into England, and for feveral years was 
an inveterate enemy to his country,, guiding and aP 
(ifting the Engliih in all their incurfions, which 
were very frequent, but too inconfiderable to be 
particularly related. The mod fattal of thofe ca- . 
lamities he brought upon his country were, the de* . 
feat of the Scots at Nifbet-muir, A» D. 1401, and 
the ftiil greater defeat at Hamildon, A. D. 140a, 
wlbcb h^th been ^rea^y mentioned ^. 

A. D. i4*5. Whatever opinion Robert III. entertained con- . 

jame« ceming the d^th of his eldelt fon .prince David, it . 

***^"* is no wonder that he became anxious for the fafety 
of his youngeft and only remaining hope, prince 
James. That young^ prince,' with Henry Percy, 
heir to the earl of Northumberland,. and fome other 
young noblemen, refided in the caftle of St. 
Andrew's, under the tuition of that generous and 
hiofpitable prelate Henry Wardlaw. At length, 
the king refolved to fend him to the court of the 
ancient ally of his country and family, the king of 
' France, that he might be out of danger, and re- . 
ceive an education fuitable to his rank» and the 
ftation he was defigned to fill. A ihip being pro- . 
vided, the prince, his governor, Henry Sinclair ^ 

6 Rym.Foed. torn. t. p* 133- ijl* 
V Skoticronicoity UtSf $.139 I4« 

earl 
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carl of Orkney, and other attendants, embarked ^*P^[^ 
and fet fail for France, with letters of recommendap 
tion to Charles VI. This proved a moft unfor-^ 
tunate voyage ; the prince and alt his fuit were 
feized by the Englifh on the coaft near Flam* 
borough-head, April is, A.D. 1405, end carried 
prifoners to London*. This happened about a 
week' before the termination of a truce between the 
twa kingdoms, and confequently was not ftridty 
legal ; but the truces in thofe times were in general 
very ill obferved ; and nothing was more common 
than to begin hoftilities a few days or weeks before 
they expired *. 

Though the news^ of the captivity of his only a. r>. 140*. 
fon muft have been very affliftive to the king, he ^^^ "^ 
did not abftain from food, and expire a few days 
after he received them, as is afferted by feveral of 
our hiflorians '% There is the cleareft evidence 
that he furvived that event almofl a year, and did 
not die till April 4, A. D. 1406 "• His charader 
hath been already given* 

A parliament was held at Perth, in June A. D. nuke oi 

* .Albiiry 

1406, by which James I. a prifoner in England, rcgeut. 
was acknowledged and proclaimed king, and his 
uncle Robert duke of Albany was appointed , 
regent *\ Befides the king, Archibald earl of 
Douglas, Murdoch earl of Fife, the regent's eldefl: 
fon, and many others of the Scotch nobility, 

• Scoticron. I. 15. c. iS. Winton, Annotationca ad Buchan. 
p. ♦s^' • Ryfia F«*^« torn.?, p. 363.. 

•• Scoticron. 1, 15. c. iS« Buchan. 1. lo, 
" Rym. Fflftd. torn. S- p. 430. Annot. aJ Buchan. p. 436. 
. *» W. ibid. 

U 3 knights. 



«94 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. BookY. 

^^^^1 knights and geatlemen, who had been taken at the 
battles of JJJifbet-muir, Hamildon, and Shrewf- 
bury^ were at this time prifoners in England ; anjl 
the hiftory of Scotland for feveral years, confifl;^ 
chiefly of negotiations for the deliverance, of theljs 
prifoners, and for fhort truces with the neighbour- 
ing kingdom '^. The regent had been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to the exercife of fovereignty, that he 
feems to have contra£led a fondnefs for it, and dif- 
covered no defire to procure the liberty of his ne- 
phew, who, for feveral years, was almofl .entirely 
neglefted, while the moft ftrenuous efforts were 
made for the deliverance of the other prifoners. 
A. 0.1409. George Dunbar, earl of March (who had re* 
March rc- ^^^^ed many valuable grants from the king qf 
turns ^^\ England, which he had richly merited by his ief- 
vices), on fo^mc difguft, began to entertain ferious 
thoughts of returning to his native country; in 
which he was favoured by the regent ; who, by 
his own authority, . without confulting either the 
king or parliament, reftored him to his honours, 
and the greateft part of his eftate, A.D, 1409'*. 
The truth is, the regent confidered himfelf as pof- 
feffed of all the powers of a king without excep- 
tion; and in a letter to the king of England, 
A. D. 1410, May 6, A.D. 1410, he ftyles himfelf, regent of 
Scotland, by the grace of God ; and caH$ the pco- 
" pie b( Scotfend his fubjefts '^ 
JL 0.1411. Henry IV. made it his ftudy to foment divifions 
iiariLV/ amongft the Scots, and ftir up enemies ^gainft 

«' Rym. Feed. torn. 8. H Scc^cron. lib. 15* «• »*• 

« Kym. Fad, torn. S. p, S35. ♦ * 
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them. Donald, lord of the Ifles, who affefled a •'^•^- ^^ • 
kind of independency, being, greatly enraged againft , 
the regent for dq>riving him of the earldom of 
Rois, to which he claimed a right ; Henry entece4 
into a negotiation with him as an independent 
prince^ animated him to feek redrefs by arms, and 
jM'omifed him his affiftjince '*. Encouraged by fo . 
great an ally, Donald raifed an army, took pot ^ 
feffion of the difputed eju-ldom, bfeing favoured by 
its vaiTals ; and finding himfelf at 'the head of 
10,000 men, he advanced into the fertile province r 

of Moray, burning and plundering every thing in 
his way towards the city of Aberdeen ; with the 
fpoils of which he intended to enrich his followers. 
But ^exander earl of Mavr having raifed an army 
in the country between the rivers Spey and Tay, 
met the invaders at the village of Harlaw, about 
ten miles .from Aberdeen ; vmere a bloody battle 
was fought, July 24, A. D. 141 1, to which night 
rather than viftory put an end. The lofs on both 
fides was fo great, that both armies retreated the 
day after, without difcovering any inclination to 
renew Ithe adtion. The regtot, next year, purfued 
the lord of the liles, and obliged him to make his 
fubmiffion '^ , 

The earl of March and his fahdily, after their re- servccsof 
turn into their native country, were zealous and ^-^^ Marcii 
a£tive in its fervice. Patrick Dunbar, one of the 
carl's Tons, took the flrong fortrefs of Faftcaftle 
^. P, 141 o, and made the governor (who was a 

*• Rym.Foed. torn. 8. p. 4»8. 5*7. 
*7 f^QticroR. 1. 25. c. ai, 
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A. D. 1411. ^yugi plunderer of the country) prifonerj and 
Gavin Dunbar, another of his fons, plundered and 
burnt the town of Roxburgh ; but could not at- 
tempt the caftle *•. 

'Earl of After many negotiations, Archibald carl of 

^ik'Craud. Douglas obtained his liberty ; and, returning into 
Scotland, was reconciled to his ancient enemy the 
earl of March, and joined with h;m in a commi£- 
fion to negotiate a peace or truce with England, in 
May 141 1 '^! 

Though the regent negleded his captive fove-^ 
reign, he laboured earneftly to procure the deliver- 
imce of his own foil from captivity ; and when the 
• . negotiations for that purpofe were almoft brought 
to perfeftion, they were interrupted by the death of 

Henry IV. March 20, A. D. 141 3^- But a 
truce between the twp kingdoms had been con- 
cluded, and proclaimed May 17, A.D. 141 2, to 
continue till Eafter A. D. 1418. ' .\ 
iiynes I. It inufl: have been very difcouraging to tht 
ftt treated, y^^jg jnonarch, Js^mes I, to fee hiipfelf fo (hame* 

fully abandoned by his family and fubje&s, as he 
was in the firft years qf his captivity. We hear 
of no complaints they made of his detention, though 
it was illegal, (5f no attempts for his deliverance, 
of no money remittsd for his fupport, of no friend 
fent to comfort him in his diftfefs. He feems alfo 
to have been harfhly treated for fome time by Henry 
IV. who refiifed him the title of king after his 
father's de^th, and kept him a clofe prifoiier in the 

f* Scoticron. I. ^s^ c. %i. ' Buchan. lib. 10. p, xSa. 
'9 Ryni. Feed. torn. 8. p. 681. ^ 

If {^ ibii^, p, 708. ^35. toin. ^ l^. t. 
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tower of London more than two years **. But it a.d. 141a. 
was ' happy for this prince that he was blefled with *'~'^'^""' 
to uncommon genius and ardepit thirft for know- 
ledge of all kinds, which enabled him to pafs his 
time in his confinement both ufefully and agree- 
ably, and to acquire fuch a variety of accomplifh- 
ments as few princes in any age or country have 
pofTefled. 

Soon after the acceffion of Henry V. a negotia- a. d. 14? j, 
tion was fet on foot for the deliverance of the king NegotU- 
of Scotland from his captivity ; and a fafe-conduft 
• was granted by Henry, April 16, A* D, 141 3, 
to continue to Lammas thereafter, to five commif- 
fioners from Scotland to remain in England, where 
they then were, to treat with him about that de- 
liverance **. ' But wl^ether thefe commiffioners were 
appointed by the eftates of the kingdom, or by tlie 
regent, or what they did in confequence of their 
commiffion, we are not informed ; only we know 
that their ' negotiations were ineffeftual. A fafe 
conduft was granted to fix other commiffioners, 
July i6, in the fame year, for the fame purpofe ; 
but their efforts were equally unfucccfsful *'. It 
appears fromjanother fafe-condu& granted to fir 
William Douglas of Drumlanrig, December ig, 
in the fame year, that he alfo was employed in the 
fame negotiations, and continued them to the 1 ft 
day of February 14 14, when his fafe conduft ex- 
pired **• Thefe fads afford ftifflcient evidence that 
the Scots Vere, at that time, fmcerely defm>u8 of 

« Rym. Feed. to(n.S. P.4S4. . *? W. tpm.9.. p. 5. 

9 Ifi. ibid. p. 40. ^ Idftbid. p. 79. 
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the deliverance of their foveit^ ; .and 
le regeni did not proinoie» he could hoc 
prevent, thofb fteps they took to accomplilh that 
end* 
^^Mi6- After thefe efforts of his fubje&s ha4 failed, 
Ictwetn James concluded a 4)erfonal treaty with Henry, for 
Henry and pemuifion to go into his own dominions, aad to 
ftay in them a certain time, upon giving foffident 
hoftages for the payment of 100,000 marks, if he 
did not return into England at the (tipulated time. 
An indenture to that purpofe was fealed by both 
Jungs ; and Henry granted a commiffion, Decem- 
ber 8, A. D. 141 6, to the bifliop of Durham, 
the earls of Northumberland or Weftmoreland, to 
take James's oath that he would return or pay the 
money, to receive the hoftages, and to judge of 
their fuffidency. At the fame time he granted 
fa£>condu£ls to the earls of Athole, Fife^ Douglas, 
Marr, and Crawford, the biihops of St* Andrew's 
and Glafgow, George fon and heir to the earl t»f 
March, and fir William de Graham ^who west « 
probably the intended hoftages), to come into 
{Ingland *^ But after all thefe preparatioiui, that 
treaty was never executed ; and James continued 
in his confinement during the whole <e^ of 
Henry V. 
^j,^^f The duke of Albany was. more fuccefsful in Ms 

Fife libe- endeavours to procure the freedom of his eUeft 
fpn Murdoch earl of Fife ; who was exc^nrnged, 
A* P- 1 4} 5 9 for Henry Percy^ grandfoB to lift 

? KfttL F«dk torn, f* p. 4171 411. 
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late earl of Northiimberland, and fon of the ^unOHS a. p.i4si« 
Hotfpur*^. ,**^>r^ 

The hoftilities between the two Britiih nations a. ©.1417. 
on the borders were interrupted by frequent truces Ho^Ktics 
during the whole reign of JHenry Vc For it was borden^ 
the wife policy of that great prince^ to keep the 
3cots as quiet as poffible, while he was engaged in 
bi^ :gnind undertaking of acquiring the crown of 
France. The moft confiderable df thefe ho^lilidcs 
happened A. P* 14 17, when the Scots invefted 
. both Berwick ^d Roxburgh at the fame time ; 
byt, on the .approach of the dukes of Bedford and 
Exeter, at the bead of a formidable army^ they 
zaifed both the fieges *\ 

But though the Scots did not give Henry V* a.p.i4«9. 
much difquiet in Britain, they gave him no little gft^JJ/^' 
c^pofition on the continent. Charles, dauphin of Froodu 
France, afterwards Charles VII. being reduced to 
great diftrefs^ by the unnatural union of his deliri« 
ouB father, his implacable mother, and his enraged 
coufin 4he duke of Burgundy, with the king of " 
England, fait the earl of Vendofme into Scotland, 
A* D. 1419, to implore the aiiiftance of the ancient 
allies of his country. The regent and eftates, con- 
vinced that if France and England came to be 
united under one fovereign, Scotland could not 
long preferve its independency, granted an aid of 
7000 men, who were fpon raifed and fent inta 
France, under the command of John earl of Buchan, 

the regent's fecond fon, Archibald earl of Wigton^ 

•• Rym. F<jcd. torn. 9. p«3»3»3U* 

*J WalfiP|;* p. 399* Prafcej Hift. Anglo Scotica, p. i^e^t^u 
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A.D. 1419. cideft fon to the earl of Douglas, and feveral other 

barons. 
A.D.14S1. Thefe troops had the honour to give the firft 
^^f check to the Englifli arms, by the illuftrious 
vi£toTy they obtained at Baug^, 23d March A. D. 
i4ai*\ The pope, Martin V. when he heard of 
this vidory, faid, — *' the Scots are the beft anti- 
" dote againft the Englifli *'/' The dauphin cx- 
preflfed his gratitude for this important fervice, by 
beftowing the high office of conftable on the earl 
of Buchan, a valuable eftate on the earl of Wig^ 
ton, and fuitable rewards on the other leaders ^^« 
^h **V"^ Robert duke of Albany did not live to hear of 
of the the fame acquired by his fon and countrymen, at 
AibLy. the battle of Bauge ; having died at Stirling, about 
fix months before that adion in the eightieth year 
of his age. A contempo^ry hiftorian, who, from 
his ilation and fituation, mu(t have, been well ac- 
quainted with him, gives this prince an excellent 
charafler* << In his perfon, h^ was unqoounonLy 
^^ tall and haiidfome ; his hair and complexion were 
^' fair, and his countenance fweet and amiable. 
^^ He was wife in council and brave in adion ; 
'^ eloquent in public affemblies, and pleafent in 
•* private converfation. In his manners, he was 
*^ mild, arable, and gracious ; and more fplendid 
♦* and hofpitable (efpedally to ftrangers) in his 
«^ way of living, than any other perfon *'/' That 
he was ambitious and fond of power^ cannot he 

• ■• Ferd. Scoticron. lib. (5* c 31. 33, »» Id. ibid. 

^ Hift. Fran, par Villar. torn. 14. p« t%%. Humeof Godibroft, 
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doubted ; hut whether or not his ambition prompted 
him to put his nephew prince David to death, is 
one of thofe hiftoricat problems that never will be 
clearly folved. He was fucceeded as duke of 
Albany, and regent of the kingdom, by his eldefl 
fon, Murdoch earl of Fife. ' 

Henry V. exerted all his policy to prevent the Effort? of 
Scots from pppbfmg him in the execution of his to^cLch 
favourite projeft, the conqueft of France. In his ^onft^Yr 
fecond expedition into that country, finding an French 
army of Scots, in the field againft him, he fent for 
his prifoner, the king of Scotland, in hopes that 
his perfonal prefence in his army, and the ufe of 
his name, would prevail upon his fubjefts to return 
'home. But in this he was difappointed. For 
though the leaderp of the Scots profefled the higheft 
regard for the perfon of their king, they denied that 
he could command his fubjeds, or that they were ' 
bound to obey him, while he was a prifoner. The 
prefence, however, of the king ©f Scotland, in his 
army, fumiflied Henry with a pretence of putting 
fuch of the Scots as fell into his hands to death as 
traitors '* ; for which if they had been really trai- 
tors, the king of England had no right to punifh 
them. Henry employed intrigues, as well as fe- 
vcrities, to detach the Scots from the fervice of the 
dauphin. He granted a fafe-condud • to fir Wil- 
liam Douglas of Drumlanrig, at his camp before * 
Milun, Auguft 30, A. D. 1420, to come and con- 
verfe with him about certain affairs ; and having ' 
converfed with hitn, he granted him another fafc« ' 



<t Scoticron, lib. x;. c. }4* 
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A^.i4«i' condud, Sq>tember 7, to go into Normandy to 
converfe with the king of Scotland ^*. The fub- 
je^ of thefe conTerlations or negotiations are not 
c^tainly known ; but it is moil probable that thej 
related to that very extraordinary treaty that wad 
finally concluded and fealed, at London, May, 30, 
A. D. 142 1, between Henry V. and Archibald 
earl of Douglas. By this treaty the eail of Douglas, 
at the eameil defire and command of his fovereign 
king James, engaged to ferve the king of England 
all his life, againft all men, except the king of 
Scotland, with 200 men at arms5 and 200 archers, 
at the ufual wages, and a penfion of j^ 200 a-year $ 
and the king of England, in confequence of this 
fervice, engaged to permit king James to viiit his 
dotninions for a limited time, within three months 
after the return of the two kings jfrom France, for 
which they were to fet out in a few weeks *'# From 
this remarkable treaty (which never was executed^ 
it plainly appears that king James eameftly defired 
to detach his fubjeds from the fervice of the dau- 
phin, in order to obtain his own liberty. It fur- 
ther appears, that king James adually engaged 
feveral of his barons to come over to him, with 
their followers ; as Alexander lord Forbes, with 
forty men at arms, andfixty other attendants; 
Alexander de Seton, lord of Gordon, with twenty 
Snen at arms, and (ixty other foUpwers ; William 
hlair, John Wintoni and William de Fowls, each 
^itfa a certain number of men '\ But the great 

1* Rym. Foed. tom« lo* p. xS> 29. ' ' , 
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body of the barcms and people of Scotland adhered ^- ^^Jj^ 
fteadily to the dauphin, and contribmed greatly to 
hts prefervation. 

Murdoch Stewart duke of Albaiay, atid regent, a.d.i4iij, 
of Scotland, was a weak prince, and had little au- th7dcL 
thority even m his own family* Fatigued by the ^j??^ 
afiairs of government, for which he wais unfit, and Jamct. 
hiaraifed by the turbulent fpirit of his three fons, he 
began, it is faid, eameftly to defire the deliverance 
of the king. This much at leaf): is certain, that 
negotiations for that purpofe commenced foon aft^r 
the death of Henry V. and the return of king 
J^mes from France. A lafe-condu£l was granted, 
ftjay i«. A* D^ 1423, to William bilhop of Glaf-^ 
gQw, George earl of March, fir John Montgomery 
of Ardroffane, fir Patrick Dunbar of Bile, fir Robert 
Lawdre of Edrington, fir William Borthwick of 
Borthwick, and fir John Forilar of Corfkirfin, to 

come to Pbmfret, to treat about the deliverance of the 
king of Scotland ^^ The commiifioners appointed 
by theEnglifii council were, the.biihops ofDur^ 
ham and Worcefter, the earls of Northumberland ^ 
and Weflmoreland, fir Richard Nevile, fir Ralph 
Cromwell, fir Thomas Chaworth, and two other 
gentlemen* The inftru&ions given td thefe com-* 
niiifioners, dated July 6, qontain fome curious fpe«( 
cimensof that chicane and artifice Xo common in 
fuch negotiations. KJng James was to be at Pom*^ 
fret in the fime of the treaty; and the Engliih 
commiifioners are inftruded to make great diffi^ 
culty, about allowing the Scots commiifiQners to 

«. Rym. Feed. torn. lo. p. iH. 
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^^^^1 have a private conference with him ; but at laft to 
grant it as a mighty favour. They are alfo in* 
flru&ed to demand jT 40,000, for tjie expences of 
king James's maintenance in England; but if 
they could not obtain that fum, to accept of 
/ 36,000, which was at the rate of £ 2000 a-year 
equivalent to about £ 20,000 of our money at 
prefent. They are ' further direfiked, when the 
Scots commiffioners were in good humour, to in- 
troduce a difcourfe about a perpetual peace, or long 
truce, between the two nations, and of a marriage 
between king James and fome £ngli(h lady^^ 
The king of Scotland was condudled to Pomfret, 
where fome progrefs was made in the treatv which 
ii^as adjourned to York, where it was concluded, 
September 10, on the following terms: i. That 
king James ihould pay to king Henry £ 4o,cco 
(eqtdvalent to about £ 400,000 at ptefent), for the 
expence of his maintenance, &c. in England, by 
annual payments of 10,000 marks ; unlefs the duke 
of Exeter (hould prevail on the king and council 
of England to remit the laft 10,000 marks. 2. The 
Scots commiffioners promifed to deliver fuffident 
hoft^es for the fecurity of thefe payments ; but 
becaufe they could not then give in the names of 
thefe hoftages, it was agreed, that king James 
ihould be at Braunfpath, or Durham, on the i ft 
day of March enfuing, to hold conferences with 
the nobility of his kingdom concerning that mat-' 
ter. 3* Becaufe the marriage of the king of Scot- 
land with fome lady of England might contribute 

^ Kym. Feed. torn. xo. p. %^4* 
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to promote peace between the two nations, it was ^;?J^* 
agreed, that the regent of Scotland fliould fend 
commifSoners to London before the 2dth of Odo- 
ber, to treat on that fubjeft "• 

It 18 remarkable, that the word ran/om is nertt No ran- 
ufed in all thefe negotiations for the deliverance of mindjed. 
king James } and that at a time when no prifoner 
of importance was releafed without paying a ranfom 
proportioned to his rank and wealth. This caution 
of the Englifli commiffioners, in avoidiqg to de'* 
mand a ranfom, was certainly intended to avoid all 
difcuffions about the legality of his capture, and was 
a tacit acknowledgment of its illegality. 

After the return of king James from York to Hoftj^ct. 
London, attended by his commiflionerg, feveral 
additional ftipulations were agreed upon, Decem- 
ber 4, A. D. 1423, chiefly refpeding the fecuri- 
ties to be giv^n for the payment of the ^4o,oqo« * 
Particularly it was agreed, that each of the four 
towns of Edinburgh* Perth, Dundee, and Aber- 
deen, fhould give a bond to the king of England 
for 50,000 marks ; which bonds were to be deli* 
vcred up as foon as the j^ 40,000 was. paid. Several 
regulations were made concerning the hoflages, 
who were all to live at their own expencej and the 
following lift of the intended hoftages, with the 
annual value of their eftates, was given ia to the 
Englifh council ; which exhibits a curious view of 
the circumftances of many of the great families of 
Scotland at that time. 

^ Rym. Feed, torr:. 10. p. 199, 300. 
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Thomas earl of Moray, 

Alexander earl of Crawford, 

William earl of Angus, 

Malice earl of Stratberne, 

George earl of March, or his eldeil fon, 

David, cldcil fen of the ear) of Athol, 

or his fon and heir, 
William, conftable of Scotland, or his 1 

fon and heir, - - J 

Robert lord Erflcine, 
Robert, marifhal of Scotland, or his 

fon and heir, 
Walter, lord of Dyrltton, or his fon 1 

and heir, - - * J 

John lord Seaton, or his fon and heir. 
Sir John Montgomery of Ardroffane, 
Alexander lord Gordon, 
Malcolm lord Bygare, 
Thomas lord Yefter, - - - 

John Kennedy of Carrick, 
Thomas Boyde of Kilmarnock, or his 1 

fon and heir, - - J 

Patrick Dunbar, lord Camnock, or fats') 

fon and heir, - - - J 
James lord Dalkeith, or his eldeft fon, 
Duncan lord of Argylc, 
John Lyon of Glaumis, 

Some changes were made in the above lift be- 
fore the hoftages were aftually delivered at Dur- 
ham, March 28, A. D. 1424 ; when twenty-feven 
of the reprefentatives or heirs of the beft families 
in Scotland voluntarily furrendered themfelves 
prifoners for the deliverance of their king '\ The 

3' Rynj. Feed. torn. 10. p. 307. 3*7. 
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regent's three fohs were adverfe to that meiaflire, a. d. j^%i. 
and dech'ned being hoftages ; which was probably 
one caufe of that feverity with which they were 
treated by James after his reftoration. 

The affair of king James's marriage was foon Kmg 
fettled. He had long before fixed his affeftions ^"ricd. 
on the lady Jane Beaufort, a lady of great beauty, 
and one of the neareft female relations of thd Kng 
of England, being grand-daughter to John of 
Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, by his Ton John Beau- 
fort earl of Somerfet. Ttieir nuptials were fofem- 
nized February 22, and the day after, a difcharge, 
under the great feal, was granted to James, of the 
laft 10,000 marks of the ;^ 40,000 he had engaged 
to pay to England ''. 

King James and his young queen, a few days King 
after their marriage, fet out for Durham, where J^*'""**^ 
,they arrived, according to ftipulation, about the 
ift of March. James was there met by flxty-fiirtj 
of the chief noblemen and gentlemen of his king^ 
dom, and fpent the whole month of March in 
fcttfing ^ eveiy thing neceffary to his deliverancei 
Atilongft other things, he gave in tp the EngliHi 
commiiUoners four bonds, from the towns of Edin- 
burgh, Perth, Dundee, and Aberdeen, for 50,000 
inarks each, being the whole^ fum due to England, 
f^ter deduding the to,ooo marks already dii^ 
charged *°. He gave alfo his own bond for the whole 
fum of ;^ 40,000^'. He further furrendered the 
following twelve hoflages, named in the above liit^ 

» Kym. Foed. torn. 10. p. 31a. 4« Id. ibid- p. 314. 346. 
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^^^I;^^- viz. David, eldeft fon of the earl of Athole, the 
earls of Moray and Crawford, Duncan lord of 
^^Sy^^9 William, eldeft fon of lord Dalkeith, Gil- 
bert, eldeft fon of William conftable of Scot- 
land,, Robert matiftial of Scotland, Robert lord 
Erikine, Walter lord Dirleton, Thomas Boyd lord 
of Kilmarnock, Patrick lord Cumnock, and Alex- 
ander lord Cordon^'. Nine of thofe named in 
the above lift declined being hoftages, or v^ere on 
fome accounts excufed ; and, in their room, James 
delivered the following fifteen lords and gentlemen, 
with a fchedule of the annual value of their 
eftates : 



William lord Abcrncthy, 

James Dunbar^ lord Frendratli, 

Andrew Gray of Foulls, 

Robert lord Livingflone, 

John Lindefayy 

Bob«rt lord LiOe, -^ 

James lord of Caldor, - - • 

James lord of Cadzo» . . - 

William lord Ruthvane^ 

William Oliphant, lord Aberdalgy, 

George, heir of Hugh Campel, • 

Robert, heir of lord Maitland, 

I>avid Mienzies, - - - 

David Ogilby, - - - 

David, heir of John lord Lyon, 

Many of our prefent nobility will be pleafed to 

fee the names of their remote anceftors, in this lift 
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of illuftrious patriots, who refigned their own a.d. 1424* 
liberty, to procure the freedom of their fovereign 
and the good of their country. 

All thefe * hoftages took a folemn oath on the R'gour of 
gofpels, that they would remain in the cuftody of nm co?n- 
the king of England till every thing agreed upon ^^* 
was fully executed. They were then put into the 
cuftody of fir Robert Hilton, IherifF of York- 
ihire, and foon after committed to the tower of 
London, the caftle of Dover, and other prifons in 
the fouth of England, at a great diftance from their 
friends and country *'. In a word, the council of 
England afted with great rigour in the whole of 
this tranfaflion, and took every poflible advantage 
of their having the perfon of the king of Scotland 
in their poffefSon. But generofity ia political 
negotiations between hoftile nations, is a very unr 
common virtue. 

Before king James left Durham, his concluded a T"'^^ 
truce with Jlnglan4, March ^8, to continue fi'om Und. ^' 
May I, A. D. 1424, tp May i, A. D, 1431 ^. 
From this truce, the Scots army then in France, 
commanded by the earl of Buchan, conftable of 
France, the carl of Douglas, duke of Touraine, 
and feveral other chieftains, was exprefsly excepted. 

All thefe tedious tranfaftions being at laft King . 
finijlhpd, king James, with his queen, and a nu- rrvM^in*^" 
merous retinue of his fubjefts, fet out from Dur- Scotland 
ham, in the beginning of April A. D. 1424, and 
was efcorted to the border by the noSleinen and 
gentlemen of the north of England *% H^ took a 

43 Rym. Foed. torn. 10. p. 335, 336, &c. 
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A. D. i4«4- folemn oath, on the gofpcls, at Melrofs, April 5, 
to perform every thing to which he had agreed **, 
and, by eafy journies, arrived at Edinburgh three 
days after, where he was received with every pof- 
fible demonftration of joy, by great multitudes of 
his fubjeds, aiTembled to behold their foverdgn, 
returned from a cruel captivity of nineteen years *\ 

The neceflary preparations being made, James 
and his queen were crowned at Scoon, May 21, 
by Henry Wardlaw, bilhop of St. Andrew's- The 
late regent, Murdoch duke of Albany, though 
certainly no favourite, was permitted to perform 
the honourable office which belonged to him as earl 
of Fife, of placing the king in the throne *'. 

When James had leifure to examine his affairs, 
he feund them in a moft deplorable diforder. The 
two regents, by their exceffive grants, in order to 
gain friends, had alienated fo much of the crown- 
lands, and even of the private patrimony of his 
family, that he was fo far from being able to pay 
the money owing to England, that he could hardly 
fupport his houfehold in a manner fuitable to his 
dignity. The reins of government had alfo been 
fo much relaxed by the regents, cfpecially by duke 
Murdoch, that the country was a fcene of anarchy 
and confufion, over-run by fierce and lawlefe 
plunderers, who rambled about in great bodies, 
lived at free quarters, and tools: what they 
pleafed ♦^ 



46 Ryra. Feed. p. 34^, 344. 
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To remedy thefe and many other diforders, as ^•-^' u*4- 
well as to raife money to pay the debt owing to Pariia- 
England, James held a parliament, which met at °^^^' 
Perth, May 26, A. D. 1424, iii the nineteenth 
year of his reign, though only five days after his 
cqronation *^ Thk parliament aiSgned the greater 
and fmaller cufloms, and the rents due by burghs, 
for the fuppqrt of the royal houfehold ; — ^appointed 
an inqueft to be made by the (herifF in each fhire 
into the lands that had belonged to the crown in 
the three preceding reigns, in order to the refump- 
tion of fuch as had been alienated ; — and impofed 
a tax of one ihilling in the pound on rents and 
goods for two years, drawn oxen, ridden horfes^ 
^d houfehold-furniture excepted, for the payment 
of the debt to England ^'. 

This tax, being unufual, was unpopular, and ^.D.1425. 
paid with great jeludancc. In the firft year it t^nts^"' 
yielded only 14,000 marks, equivalent to about 
^90,000 at prefent; but in the fecond year it 
yielded much lefs, and excited great difcontents 
among the common people '*. This* obliged king 
James to defift from that mode of raifing money, 
put it out of his power to be punftual in his pay- 
ments to England, and detained the hoilages in* 
that country, at a great expence, longer than was 
intended. To render that hardihip more intolerable 
to particular perfons, thefe hoftages were exchanged 
from time to time, according to an article in the 
treaty, for others whofe eftates were of equal value ". 

5® Parliament id, James I. chap. 7. si Id. c. 8, 9, xo. 
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AD. 14*5- James very foon began to difcover his animofity 
Dcftruc againft the family of the late regent, by caufmg his - 
tion of the eldeft fpn^ WaUer, to be arreftcd and imprifoned, 
family. May 1 3, A. D- 1424 '^ But he did not ftop 
there ; for, on the ninth day of his fecond parlia- - 
ment, March 21, A. D. 1425, he caufed duke 
Murdoch himfelf, Alexander his fecond fon. Dun-, 
can earl of Lenox, his father-in-law, with no fewer 
than twenty-four other lords and gentlemen, who 
were friends and favourers of bis family, to be ar- 
retted *^ All thefe prifoners were foon fet at 
liberty, except the duke, his two fons, and his 
father-in-law, the earl of Lenox, who were con- 
duced to Stirling, where they were tried, con- 
^ demned, and executed. May 24; but for what; 
crimes we are not informed. Their trial, how- 
ever, was conduced with great folemnity, and 
feveral lords* fat as their judges, who were their 
near relations, and had been lately imjprifoned as 
their friends ; which makes it probabb that their 
condemnation was not unjuft ^^. 
Infiirrcc James, the youngeft fon of the duke of Albany, 
made his efcape from this general wreck of his fa- 
mily ; and having collefted a band of defperate fol- 
lowers, which in thofe times was not difficult, he 

S4- Scoticron. lib. 16, c. 9. 

« Id, c. lo, Bowmaker, the contemporary hlftorian, ft muft be 
confefledjs a very unfafe guide, being a carelefs, ill-informed wri- 
ter, who feems to have wi ilten from his memory. In the lift of 
thefe lordi, he names Alexander Scaton lord Gordon, who, we 
know with certainty, was then a prifoner in the caftJe of York. 
Kym. Foed. torn. 10. p. ;49. 

^ Scoticron lib. iC, c. 10. 
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burnt the town of Dumbarton, and there killed fir ^'^f^^s* 
John Stewart of Dundonald, the king's natural 
uncle, with thirty-two of his men. But the king 
having fent fome forces in purfuit of the infurgents, 
the lord James, with his tutor, Finlaw bifliop of 
Argyle, fled into Ireland, where they both died ". 
Three of his natural fons, Andrew, Arthur, and, 
Walter, long after came into Scotland, were legiti* 
mated by their relation, James III. A. D. 14799, 
and loaded with wealth and honours ''. 

By the annexation of the cafUes and eftates of the james't 
Albany family to the crown, king James acquired P'®4>cnt|w 
a confiderable addidon both of power and wealth, 
which enabled him to aft with greater authority, 
and to live with greater fplendour. The birth of 
his eldeft daughter, the princefs Margaret, about • 
the beginning of A. D. 1425, added to his feli- 
city'^ 

King James convened his parliament at Perth, a. d. x4»6. 
March ii, A. D. 1426, in which many excellent P^*"!**- 
laws were made, which fet both the wifdom and pa- 
triotifm of this prince in the feireft point of view \ 
But in that ftate of fociety it was Very difficult, if 
not impofiible, to execute fome of thefc laws, 
efpecially in the highlands. 

King James, knowing that his prefence was ne- a*d. 1447. 
ceflary to give authority to his laws in the uncivilized {nwncL 
parts of his dominions, commanded the caftle of 
Invernefs to be repaired, and kept his court in it, 
in fummer A. D. 1427, to which h^ invited all 

57 Scoticron. lib. 16 c. 10. s» Annot. in Buchan. p. 458. 

»» Scoticron. lib. 16, c. 11. ^ Black A^f, Parliament 3. 

James L • ' 

the 



3r4 HISTORY OF SCOTXAND. . Book V. 

A^Mif. the chieftains in the neighbouring counties, received 
them with great dyility, and entertained them with 
great hofpitality, without exprefBng any diflatisfac- 
tion at the diforders which had rdgned in thofe 
parts. The report of this behaviour encouraged 
thofe who had been moft guilty to come to the 
caftle, to partake of the royal entertainments. But 
when about jfifty of them were in the caftle, the king 
commanded the gates to be fliut, and made them 
all prifoners. Three of the moft noted robbers, 
Alexander Macrory, John Macarture, and James 
Campbell, the leaders of numerous bands of plun- 
derers, were put to death ; others were committed 
to difierent prifons ; and thofe who were moft in- 
nocent, or rather leaft guilty, were difmiffed with 
fuitablc admonitions **• On this occafion, the king, 
it is faid, pronounced the following Latin lines : 

Ad turrem fortem ducamus caute cohortem 
Per Chrifti fortem, meruerunt hi quia mortem, 

Alexander lord of the Ides and earl of Rofs, and 
his mother, were among thofe who were made pri- 
fcmers at this time* But after the earl had been 
detained a few weeks, he was admoniflied by the 
king to behave in a more orderly and fubmiffive 
tnanner for the future than he had done formerly, 
and then fet at liberty ^\ Alexander, as we fliall 
foon fee, paid little regard to the royal admonition* 

Charles VII. king of France, being reduced to 
great diftref$ by the fuccefs of the Englifh arms, 
fern the archbifhop of Rheims, and John Stewart, 
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lord Damley, who commanded the remains of the a^d^mo?, 
Scots army in France into Scotland, A, D. lA^ii^ 
to folicit fuccours from his ancient allies. The 
ambaffadors, according to their inftruftions, propOf 
fed a marriage between the dauphin and the prin- 
cefe Margaret, James's cldeft daughter, though 
they were both in their infancy. This marriage, ^ 
after fome oppolition from thofe who favoured th« 
Englifli intereft, was concluded on the following 
terms — ^That the young princefs Ihould be fent into 
France, with an army of 6000 men for her fortune 
— that fhe fhould be married to the dauphin when 
of a proper age — that if fhe came to be queen of 
France, Ihe ihould have as large a dowry as any 
former queen — if fhe was only dauphinefs, flic 
(hould have a dowry of 15,000 livres—with vari- 
ous other articles, all very favourable to the prin- 
cefs. To obferve and fulfil this treaty, king James, 
his queen, and chief nobility, took a folemn oath 
before the French ambafladors, July 27, A. D. 
1428 ; and Charles took a iimilar oath in Odober, 
before ambaffadors frpm Scotland. Still further 
to attach the king of Scotland to his intereft, 
Charles granted to that prince, and his heirs-male, 
in November the lame year, the earldom of Xain- 
tonge and lordfhip of Rochfort, with the privilege 
of paying their homage by proxy *\ 

The Englifli minifters, having rieceived intelli- a. a 141^. 
gence of this treaty, became apprehenfive of a ^JhTiT'^ 
breach with Scotland, which at that time would cardinal of 
have been very inconvenient. To prevent thisjj tcr 

^^ Villar, torn. Z4* p. 369. €coticron. lib. i5« c 23. 
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A. D. 1419. Henry Beaufort, the rich cardinal ofWinchefter, 
who was uncle to the queen of Scotland, had a per- 
fonal interview with king James, at Durham, in 
the beginning of A. D. 1429 ; in which it is pro- 
bable, he prevailed upon him to keep the truce 
with England, and to delay fending the princefs 
his daughter, and the flipulated fuccours, into 
France for fomc time **. It is at leaft certain, that 
the princefs and thefe fuccours were not fent till 
fome years after, 
infurrec- Alexander lord of the Ifles and earl of Rofs, ever 
wcffed!^* fince he was fet a liberty, had been meditating re- 
venge for the affront of his imprifonment ; and 
having coUefted all his ftrength, he took and burnt 
the town of Invernefs, but failed in his attempt 
upon the caftle. The king, having raifed an army 
with great expedition, purfued the carl into Loch- 
abcr, defeated and difperfed his army, June 23, 
A. D. 1429, and obliged him to fly to the Ifles. 
There he remained fome time, uncertain whether 
to retire into Ireland, or to throw himfelf on the 
king's mercy. At length he adopted this laft mea- 
fure, came privately to Edinburgh about the be- 
ginning of A. D. 1430, threw himfelf on his knees 
before the king, as he was at his devotion in the 
chapel of Holy roodhoufe, and implored his mercy. 
The king at firft fcemed difpofed to treat him with 
feverity j but, at the carneft intreaty of the queen, 
who was prefent, he granted him his life, and fent 
him prifoner to the caftle of Tantallon *^ 

•♦ Rym. Fad. 1 10. p. 408. « Scoticron. lib- 16. c 16. 

The 
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The defeat and imprifonment of the earl of Rofs ^•^- '♦so- 
did not immediately reftore tranquillity to the high- Another 
lands and iflands, whofe inhabitants, in thofe limes, infuncc 
were exceedingly fierce and turbulent. A chieftain 
named Donald Balloch, nearly related to the im- 
prifoned earl, having collefled the friends and fol* 
lowers of the family, invaded the continent, fur- 
prifed the earls of Mar and Caithnefs, flew the 
latter, and obliged the former to fave himfelf by 
flight. Elated by this fuccefs, he deftroyed the 
country with fire and fword ; but on the approach 
of the king at the head of an army, he was aban- 
doned by his followers, of whom 300 were taken 
and hanged. Donald made his efcape into Ire- 
land, where he was foon after killed, and his head 
fent to the king **. 

In the midft of thofe tumults, the queen wasvde* Birth of 
livered of two Jons, at Holyroodhoufe, Odober 16, ponces. 
A. D. 1430, who were foon after named Alexander 
and James. The king knighted the two young 
princes at the font, and with them a coniiderable 
number of young noblemen and gentlemen of the 
befl: families*^. Prince Alexander died in his 
in&ncy, but James furvived, and fuceeded his 
father. 

As the truce between England and Scotland was Tn.ce 
now near expiring, the council of England granted J^^. "^" 
a commiflion, January 24, A. D. 1430, to the 
bifliops of Durham and Salifbury, Henry earl of 
Northumberland, the lords Scroope and Greyfl:oke, 
and four others, to. treat with certain commiflioners 

** Scoticron. Ub. i^. c. 16. ^Id. ihid. 

from 
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A.D.u^(h from Scotland, about jwolonging the expiring truce, 
making a new truce, or concluding a final and per-* 
petual peace, by the intervention of marriage, or 
any other honourable means '^*. From hence it is 
highly probable, that the Engliih council had in- 
ftruded their commiiEoners to endeavour to per- 
fuade king James, to break his engagements with 
the dauphin, and gave his daughter in marriage to 
the young king of England. But in that attempt, 
if they made it, they did not fucceed. After a te- 
dious negotiation, a truce for five years was con- 
cluded, December 15, A. D. 1430, to commenced 
May I, A. D. 1431 (when the former truce ended), 
and to continue to May 1, A. D. 1436'^''. By a 
remarkable article in this treaty, it is provided » that 
if either of the kings fent troops to the affiftance of 
an enemy of the other king, that other king might 
ieize them in going or returning, or dcftroy them 
when they were in the fervice of his enemy ^^ This 
uncommon article was certainly inferted at the re- 
quifition of the king of Scotland, that he might be 
at liberty to fend the ftipulated fuccours, with the 
princefs his daughter, into France. 
A.D.T431. From the moment of king James's return intq 
ikyoF^ Scotland, he feems to have had two great objedks 
janic*. in view— I. to recover and increafe the domains of 
the crown — 2. to eftablifii the authority of the laws, 
and reduce all his fubjefts to order and obedience, 
In both thefe defigns (which were as difficult as 
they were neceffary) he had now made confiderable 

68 Rym. Feed. torn. 10. p 448* ^' Id. ibid. p. 48a, &c, 

'• Id. ibid. p. 490. by miftake of the printer, for 4S6. 
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progrefs ; but he had ftUl much to do, and pro- 
ceeded with great wifdom and fpirit. To deliver 
the country, particularly the north, from thofe nu- 
merous bands of fierce and lavrlefs plunderers xi^ith 
which it wa4 infefted, he wifely encouraged their 
mutual feuds, and employed one of them to deftroy^ 
another. The clan Chattan almoft extirpated the 
clan Cameron on Palm Sunday, A. D, 1430 ; and 
the year after, two famous robbers, Angus Duff 
and Angus Murray, at the head of their feveral 
bands, fought a kind of pitched battle in Strath* 
naver, with fuch implacable fury, that only nine 
furvived of both troops, though at the beginning of 
the aftion they had cpnfifted of fevferal hundreds ". 

After the conclufion of the truce with England, a. d. 1415. 
and the deftrudion of thofe plunderers, Scotland ^t* ^arch 
enjoyed a confiderable degree of peace .and pro- fcrfcitcdi 
fperity for feveral years. The king, not contented 
with the eftates of the family of Albany, which he 
had annexed to the crown, began to lay claim to 
lome others, particularly to that of George Dun^ 
bar earl of March, which had been forfeited by th^ 
earl's father, but had been reflored by the regent 
Robert d^ike of Albany, and peaceably enjoyed by 
the prefent poffeffor above twenty years. The 
ground on which the king claimed that eftate was 
;his — that the regent had not power to pardon a 
traitor, or reftore a forfeited cftate. The king 
1)rought that aflGaiir before a parliament, which met 
»t Peoh, January lo, A. D. 1435. The psu-lia- 
ment appointed the following members to be a 

7' Scoticron. 1. i6» c. 17. 

com*- 
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Gommlttee, to hear parties, examine evidence, form 
an opinion, and report, viz. the abbots of Scoone 
and Inchcohn, John Stewart provoft of Methven, 
- Robert Stewart of Lorn, Thomas Sommervile of 
Sommervile, Waker Halyburton, John Spens of 
Perth, Thomas Chalmers of Aberdeen, and James 
Parkley of Linlithgow. The • committee • having 
heard the advocates for both parties, and maturely 
deliberated on the whole affair, laid an opinion be- 
fore the parliament ; which being adopted, the fol- 
lowing fentence was pronounced :-^" That in com- 
^* fequence of the forfeiture of George Dunbar, 
•* late earl of March, the earldom of March be- 
** longed to the king^\*' It is highly probable 
that the kmg was provoked to this feverity by the 
difcovery of a fufjMcicwis intercourfe between the 
earl of Dunbar and the Englifli council, of which 
, fome evidences are ftill remaining^'. 
King re- King James about the fame time refumed the 
':.ZlT earldom of Strathearn, en this ground, that it had 
clrnl^^^^'-' ^^^^ granted by Robert IL to David his eldeft fon 
by his fecond marriage, as a male-fief, which fhould 
revert to the crown on the failure of heirs-male. 
David had left only one daughter, married to fir 
Patrick Graham of the family of Eancardin, \Vho 
enjoyed th^ title and eftate of Strathearn to his 
death, and was fucceeded in both by his fon Malice, 
from whom they were now refumed. As Malice 
was the king's near relation, and had been a hoftage 
for him in England, he granted him tbe wrldom of 

7* Black Afts, f. 2 J, ^i Vide Rym, Fioed. toin. lo. 

p. 6l$. 62$. 
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Hontieth, td make him fome amends for theTofe*^-**'*?^' 
he had fuftdned. But this did not fatisfy his uncle 
Robert Graham, a man of ilrong, or rather furioud 
paflions, who meditated a fevere revenge. 

It is difficult to difcover the rcafoiis why the Debate in 
princeis of Scotland, and the ftipulated fuccourSi menu* 

. had not been fent to France long before this time, 
according to. the original treaty. It is probable, 

-however, that this delay was by mutualconfent, as 
k did not occafion any breach between the contraft- 

» ing parties. It is even probable that fome part of 
the fuccours had been fent in fmall bodies to 
4^cape the Englifh. In the beginning of A. D. 
1435, ambaffadors arrived from France, to folicit , 
the full accomplifhment of the treaty ; and not long 
after the lord Scroope came ambaffador from- Eng- 
land t6 negotiate a perpetual peace between the two 
Britifh nations, to be cemented by a marriage be* 
tween the king of England atid the princefs of Scot* 
land. To fucceed in this negotiation, he made the 
moft tempting offers of giving up Berwick and Rox- 
burgh, and all the lands in debate between the two 
kingdoms. K^ng James laid this important affair 
before bis parliament, in which it occafioned warm 
debates for two days. iThe chief fpeakers in fa- 
vour of adhering to the French alliance, were the 
abbots of Scoone and Inchcolm; and the great 
advocate for the alliance with England, was John 
Fogo, abbot x)f Melrofs. One of the difputants 
hath preferved the principal arguments on both 
fides, and they are really ingenious '^\ At laft the 

74 Scoticron. h i6, e. »3. 
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French Intereft prevailed, and all the offers 6f Eng- 
land were rejeded, which drew threats from loi^ 
Scroope, that the Englifh would interrupt the prin- 
cipal on her voyage ^^ 

tJndifmayed by thefe threats, James, having 
prepared a fleet of nine great ihips, feiit away his 
daughter, attended by a fplendid train of ladies, 
lords, and gentlemen, with about a thoufand 
troops. The Englifh fleet that put to fea to in* 
tercept this fniall fquadron, was defeated by the 
Caftilians, and the Scots arrived fafe at Rochelle, 
in the fpring of A. D. 1436 ; and about two 
months after the prince£> was^ married to the dau- 
phin, at Tours, June 25, with great pomp ^*. 

The rejedion. of the Engiiih propofals produced 
hbitilities between the two nations at the expiration 
of the truce, May i, A. D. 1436. Soon after, 
Henry Percy, earl of Northumberland, at the 
head of 4000 men, was met by William Dougla% 
earl of Angus, attended by an equal number of his 
followers, at Pepperdin near Chiviot, where a fierce 
encounter etifued, in which many brave men were 
killed on both fides "- 

King James, having fpent the fummer in raif- 
ing an army, invefl:ed Roxburgh about the begin- 
ning of Auguft, and puflied the fiege with great 
vigour. But when the place was on the point of 
furrendering, it >ya§ relieved in a very extraordi*- 



?* Scoticron. 1. 16. c. «3. 
"i^ Id. ibid. c. 12. Annotat. m Buchan. p. 439. 
77 SCoticron. 1, 16. c.aj. Abcrcrom. vol. a.' p. 499. Thi* is pro- 
bably the adtion celebrated in the famous ballad of Chiviot-chaie. 
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hary manner. The queen arrived in the camp by f^^!!JJi^ 
tiafty joumies, and acquainted the king, that a plot 
was formed iagainft his life, of which flie could 
difcover no particulars. James, knowing that 
many of his bardhs were fecretly diflatisfied with 
hi$ meafures, was fei^ed with a panic, and with-^ 
out allowing himfelf time to refleft, iriftantly 
difbanded his army, and retired with great preci- 
pitation to his favourite refidence, the Carthu- 
fian monaftery at Perth, which he had lately 
founded/^ 

In this place, James, nbt knowing whbm id A.D.1437. 
truft, lived in greater privacy than was fuitable to ^^^^^^"1. 
his ftation, or confiftent with his fafety, which fa- 
cilitated the execution of the plot againft him. 
This plot was formed by fb few, thkt it was kept 
with impenetrable fecrecy; arid the principal pei-i 
Tons concerned in it were fo nearly conneded with 
the king by the ties of blood, thdt they were not 
in the leaft fufpeded. Walter earl of Athol, the 
king's uncle, was the chief confpirator, infetuated^ 
as it is mod probabje, by a vain hope^ and blind 
ambition, of obtaining the crown. He eafily en- 
gaged in it his own grandfon and heir, Robert 
Stewart,, who rdided at court, and was in favour 
<vith the king; and Robert Graham, uncle to the 
earl of Strathem, a defperate difconteriicd man^ 
who was capable of the moft atrocious deeds. 
Graham came to Perth, attended by feven of his 

?8 Buchan. 1. 10. p. 195. Ihc account given of this fiege by 
Bbwnuker, a contemporary hi(lori£in» is pexfbdlly abfurd aAd in- 
ttedible. Scotieron. 1. x6. c. a6. 
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A. D. 1437. nj^Qfl- refolute followers, after it was dark, onFe* 
bmary 20, A. D. 14379 and was fecretly admitted 
\vith them into the palace by Robert Stewart: As 
the king and queen were at lupper in profound 
fecurity, with very few attendants, Walter Stratoo, 
a cupbearer, going out of the room to bring fome 
wine, difcovered armed men in the pafTage, and 
gave the alarm, by crying. Traitors! Traitors! 
But it was too late. Having inftantly difpatched 
Straton, they ruihed into the king's apartment with 
their fwords drawn. The queen, attempting to 
fcreen her beloved confort, was wounded, and torn 
away ; after which the king was cruelly flain 
and mangled by no fewer than twenty-eight 
wounds^'. 

iTis cha- Thus fell James I. in the thirty-fecond year of 

raster • 

his reign fi'oni his father's death, and the thirteenth 
from his coronation, and the forty-fourth year of 
his age, by the hands of barbarous and cruel a& 
faffins. It is impofSble to enumerate and defcribe 
the various virtues and accomplifhments of this 
prince, without greatly exceeding the bounds com- 
mionly allowed to charafters in hiftory. But I 
may be the fhorter on thofe fubjeds in this, place, 
becaufe I (hall have occafipn to confider his accom- 
plifhmeifts as a legiflator, philoibpher, poet, mu&- 
xian, and artift, in the fubfequent chapters of th^ 
Jbook. In his perfon l&e was rather below the 
-middle fize, but uncommonly ftrong, and no 
lefs agile and aSive. " His bones (fays a con- 
temporary hiftorian, who was familiarly ac- 

r 

79 Scoti«ron. I i<f,c. 47. Buclian. h'xo. p. to6. 
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*' quainted with him) vrere fo gtcat, and his joints ^-j^ ^3^* 
^' fo firm, that he challenged the biggeft and 
** ftrongeft men to wreftle, and dreaded nothing 
^' fo much as that they (hould remember he was 
** a king, when they were engaged with him in 
** thefe ftruggles. He putted the ftone, and 
** threw the mell, further than any other man; he 
^* was an admirable archer, and excelled in run- 
^* ning, "riding, tilting, and every martial and 
*' manly exercife '^** But theVirtues of his mind 
were ftili more confpicudus than the perfeSions of 
his body. He was eminently pious, according to 
the mode of the times in which he flourifhed ; and 
though he blamed his anceftor St. David for build* 
tng monlfleries, he could not abftain from imitate 
ing his example '*. No prince was ever a greater 
lover of juftice, which he executed with the moft 
Intrepid impartiality upon the greateft, when they 
injured the meaneft of his fubjeOis *'. Though he 
was naturally brave and warlike, he culdvated 
peace with all his ndghbours, as that was neceflary 
to the execution of the defigns he had fornied f(^ 
the improvement of his dominions, and civilizap 
tion of his fubjeds. He was a fond hufband, aa 
affedionate parent, an indulgent mafter, an agree- 
able companion, and, in a word, one of the beft 
men and greateft princes that ever reigned in Scot- 
land. 

Though many of his fubjefts did not relifli the Punifli- 
ftriftnefs of James's government, and fome of Se"aifii: 

£nst 
^ S oticron. 1. itf. c. tS. «» M, ibid. c. 18, 
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them had fufiered in their fortunes by his refump- 
tion of the crown lands ; yet as foon as the news of 
his death reached them, their complaints were all 
fuppreiTed, and nothing was heard but their la- 
mentations. They difcovered the warmth of their 
eileem and love to their murdered fovereign, by 
the ardour with which they^ purfued, and the feve- 
rity with which they punifhed, his murderers, none 
of whom efcaped the fate they merited. . The two 
chief confpirators, 'the earl of Athol and Robert 
Graham, endured a variety of tortures for three 
days, which are too Ihocking to be related ; and 
yet fo dcfperate a fpirit had the laft of riiefe, that, 
being aiked in the midft of his tortures. How he 
dared to kill the king ? he replied, ^^ I dare to 
^' leap from the higheft heaven into the loweft 
f'heirV? 
|ii»ifluc. James L left one fon, of his own name; and 
five daughters, viz. Margaret, married to the 
dauphin of France ; Ifabel, to Francis duke of 
Britanny ; Jean, fucceffively to the earls of Angus, 
Huntly, and Morton ; Helenor, to Sigifmond duke 
of Auftria ; and Mary, to John lord of CampverQ 
fm4 Zealand. 

?^ Abcrcromby, vol 2. p. 308^^ 309. 
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SECTION II. 

_ t 

From the accefjion of James II. to the accejfton of 

James HL A. D^ 1460* 

JAMES IL was only fix years and four months A. D. 1437, 
old at the death of his illuftrious father, and j^^JIJ'n^ 
was crowned in the abbey of Holyrood-houfc, 
March ao, A. D, 1437? being the firft day of a 
parliament which met at Edinburgh for the trial 
of the regicides and the fettlement of the adminif- 
ftration during the king's minority. Archibald 
duke of Touraine and earl of Douglas, who was 
by far the moft powerful fubje& in Scotland, was 
appointed lieutenant of the kingdom; and the 
Oiftody of the king's perfon, and the adminiftra* ' 
tion of the civil government, were committed to 
fir Alexander Livingfton of Callendert and fir 
William Crichton of Crichton, two gentlemen who 
had been much efleemed and employed by tb^ late 
Jdng". 

Though no truce fubfifted at this time between Truce 
England and Scotland, there was a total ceflatron ^JJi *^ 
of hoftilities, neither of them being in a condition . 
to moleft the other. To fecure the continuance of 
this tranquillity, which was equally beneficial to 
bpth ' nations, a commiflion was granted by king 
James II. November 30, A. D. 1437,; to the 
lords Gordon and Montgomery, John Methven 
proyoft of Lyncluden, and John Vauffc, Efq. tx> 

> Black K^%^ f^ s6. Abercromby, yoI* 1, f. 319. Annot. in 
S^cban. p. 44«, 
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A.D.I43S- negotiate a truce with commiffioncrs of the iing of 

England. Conferences were accordingly held on 

that fubjed at London, and a truce concluded, 

March 31, A. D. 1438, for nine years, viz. from 

the ift of May in that year, to the ift of May 

A. D. J 447*. 

confufi- Archibald duke of Touraine and earl of DoU» 
pnfftnfe. ^j^^^ ^j^^ ^^^ ^j^^ g^.^ ^£ ^j^^ Scots confervatoTS 

of this truce, died about three months after it was^ 
made ; and foon after lys death, all things fell into 
confufion ^. This was partly owing to the youth-*- 
ful arrogance of his fon and fuccefTor,. William 
earl of Douglas, and partly to the violent difcord 
that arofe between the governor Livingflone and 
the chancellor Crichton, who were men of abii* 
lities, but exceedingly ambitious and interefted, 
each ftriving to fupplant the othcir, and ingrofs all 
the power and emoluments of adminiftration. The 
chancellor had poffelSon of the king's perfon and 
the cafile of Edinburgh, while the governor re^ 
iided with the queen-mother in the callle of Stir-^ 
ling ; and whatever edifts the one publiflied, the 
other contradifted ; and whoever obeyed the one 
was punifhed by the other ; which threw the coun- 
try into great confufion *• 
>.i).t4S9- The queen-mother, who was a princefs of great 
brought^ addrfefs, came from Stirling to Edinburgh, with a 
tp Stirling, fmall traili to vifit her fon, and enquire after his 
health. The chancellor could not with decency 
rrfufe her admittance to the cafile; iand Ihe be- 

» Rym. Feed. t. lo p, 688—695. 

3 Hume of Godfcro^t, p. 144. 

i ^uchan* lib. zi. Pitij?ottic» p. 2, $• 
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haved to him with fo much affability, and made ^^^^^J^' 
Jo many profeffions of efteem and good- will, that 
he entertained lio fufpicion of any ilL defign. 
When her plot was ripe for escecution, 4he told the 
chancellor that Ihe defigned to go on pilgrimage to 
the White Kirk of Buchan, to pray for the health 
and profperity of her fon ; and that Qie would 
carry nothing- with her but two chefts, containing 
her clothes and a few neceflaries. The king, 
with his own confent, was placed in one of thefe 
chefts, conveyed out of liie caftle to Leith, and* 
, ^ut on board a Ihip, in which the qiieeh iihmedi- 
Stely fet fail for Stirling; where fee was received 
by the governor at her landing, and with her fotf 
conduced into the caftle, amidft the loud acclama*. 
tions of the people \ 

The governor, having the king in his poffeflion, couacH at 
determined to pufli his advantage againft his rival ^^*^^*"& 
as far as poffible. With this view, he fummoiifed 
a kind of parliament, or great council of his 
partifans, probably that which met at Stirling, 
JVfarch 13, A. D. 1439, in which an aft was male ^ , 
pgainft fuch as held out eaftles againft the king*. 
In this council it was propofed, sthd it laft r^ 
iplvedi to befiege the chancellor in the caftie of 
Edinburgh ; and the queen, to encourage them to 
engage in that enterprife,' promifed to futuHh the' 
army ^ith meal during the ficgt ^ 

Thp chancellor, forefedng the approadiing Mcflagcto 
ftorm, fent a meffenger to the earl of Douglas, to p^u^^** 

5 Pitfcottic, p. 3. Buchan. lib. 11. p. 198, 

• Black ASti.f. %6. p. 2, ' Piticottce, p. ?. 

implore 
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A-P.Ms^ implore his protedion and aid againft the gover* 
nor. Our hiftorians in general iay, that this meC- 
fage vfzs fent to Archibald earl of Douglas : but 
that is hardly poilible ; at leaft, it is much more 
probable that it was to his fon William. The. 
anfwer, too, was like that of a haughty, impetuous 
young man, viz. '^ That he was glad two fuch 
'* knaves had quarrelled, and hoped they would 
** deftroy one anot|ier *." 
Reconcili. Soon after the chancellor had received this 
ftwctn the ^u^^er^ he found himfetf invefted in the caftle of 
pernor Edinburgh, and in danger of falling into the hands 
§dior, of his enemies. To prevent this, he found means 
to fend a meflage to the governor, expreifing a 
defire to have a converfation with him, in which 
he had fomething to communicate that was equally 
intercfting to them both. • To this the governor 
agreed ; and after the neceffjiry precautions for their 
common fafety, they b^d a meeting, in which the 
chancellor communicated the anfwer he had re-* 
ceived from tjie earl of Douglas, ^d convinced 
the governor, that if they perfift^d to weaken one 
another, that common enepy would deftroy them 
both. This produced a reconciliation. The 
chancellor delivered the keys of the cafUe to the 
king, who immediately returned them to him, ac^* 
cording to agreement, received him into favomr, 
and reflored him to his office of chancellor, of 
. which he had been deprived'. After this tranf- 
aiftion, the governor conduced the young kin§ 
back again to Stirling caftl0. 

• Pitfcottic^ p. 5- ' Wr p. 7.. 
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, During the conteft between the chancellor and ^^^^;VJ^' 
governor, the reins of government were fo much Dcpiora- 
relaxed, that the whole country was a fcene of sqoUand? 
anarchy and confufion, ip which thefts, robberies, 
jmd murders were jrgmmitted with impunity. Sir 
Thomas Boyde of Kilmarpock flew Allan Stewart, 
lord Darnley, at Polmont-thom, between Fal- 
Jdrk and LinUthgow> in Oftobcr A. D. 1438. 
This produced a family feud, and ^ pitched battle . 
was fought July 22, A. D. 1439, in which the 
- JBpydes were defeated and fir Thomas flain'^ 
William earl of Douglas having fucceeded, A. D. 
J 43 8, to the great power and poffefliohs of his 
father, both jn France and Scotland, when he was 
hardly fifteen years of age, bfecame wanton with 
profperity, aflPeded independency, and encouraged 
his vaflals, particularly in Annandale, to plunder 
thofe parts of the country that were not under his 
jurifdiftion ", The farmers, in many places, en- 
joyed fo little fecurity, that the lands were left 
uncultivated, a dreadful famine enfued, followed 
by a plague, which carried off thofe who were 
feized with it in a few hours". In- a word, few 
countries were ever in a more ^etched condition 
than Scotland was in th? minority of James II. ; 
fo much did it fuffer by the cruel murder of 
James I. 

Though the governor had a great advantage i^ a. d. 144^ 
poffefling the perfon of the king, he was not with- '^^^^ 
put difficulties. His great friend and patr(»iels, 

" Buchan. lib. 11. p. aoo. " Id. ibid. 

!' Scoticron. torn. 2. p. 514. edit. Edin. 1759. 

the 
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A,v.^44ri. ^|jg queen-mother, had fallen m Icye with and 
married fir James Stewart, brother to the lord 
Lorn ; and both (he and her huiband being much 
offended that he was not admitted into a (hare of 
the adminiftration, entered into a correfpondence 
with the earl of Douglas. The governor, having 
difcovered this correfpondence, afted with great 
fpirit. He threw fir James Stewart and his brother 
lord Lorn into prifon, confined the queen to her 
apartment in the caftle of Stirling, and did not fet 
them at liberty till they had given ample fecurity 
I for their future good behaviour '\ 
The kinp In the mean time, the chancellor was for from 
frSti? ^^^S fatisfied with his fituation. He was afllowe'd 
W- indeed to live quietly in the caflle of- Edinburgh, 

but was feldom confulted, and faw his rival polfeff* 
ing all places of power and prdfit, or beftdwing 
them upon his friends. He therefore formed a 
plot to recover the advantages he Had loft. By 
his fpies he wafi informed, that the young king was 
permitted to take the diverfion of hunting in the 
park of Stirling, with a few attendants. Having 
privately convened about a hundred of his mo{| 
trufty friends, well mounted and armed, they fet 
out in fmall parties from different places near 
Edinburgh, after it was dark, and met at the place 
appointed, in the park of Stirling, eatly next morn- 
ing. To their agreeable furprife the king entered 
the park foon after, attended only by a few folr 
lowers. The chancellor rode up to the king, and 
in a foothing fpeech endeavoured to perfuade him 

^ Buchan. lib, ii. p. aoo. PitfcQttic, p. 8. 

that 
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|hat he came to fet him at liberty, and to condufl; A-^. M4«>. 
him to any place he pleafed. Sir Alexander Li- 
Aungfton, the governor's eldeft fon, reftrained hig 
friends from making any oppofition, and the king 
was conduded to the caftle of Edinburgh *^, 

When the governor returned to Stirling in the Liyin^fton 
evening, he was almoft diftrafted with rage and ?on Scon- 
grief. In the firft tranfports of his anger, he en- cikd, 
tertained fome thoughts of joining with the earl of 
Douglas to procure revenge. . But he foon biecame . 
fenfible of his folly and danger of trufting himfelf 
in the hands of a paflionate young man, wh,o hate4 
him, and had many defperate ruffians about him, 
capdjle of any villany. After revolving many 
things in bis mind, an4 ccnfulting with his wifeijb 
confidents, he deternained to facrifice his refent- 
ment to his fafety, and to attempt a reconciliatioa 
with his rival. He accordingly went to Edinr? 
burgh, attended only by a few friends, and by the 
mediation of the bifliops of Aberdeen and Moray, 
obtained a meeting with the chancellor, in the 
church of St. Giles. At this meeting, being both 
fully convinced that their prefervation depended on 
their union, a more fincere and hearty reconcili^ 
ation than the former took place ; to which nothing 
contributed fo much as their dread of the earl of 
Douglas. By this agreement, the king was to 
remain with the chancellor, and the governor to 
retain all the authority and emoluments of hi« 
place '*. 

«♦ Sucban. lib. ix. p. loi. ?5 Id, ibid. 

Imme- 
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AP'JAis* had the chief direction of affairs, and with a ^iev 
10 bring them. into contempt, ]Qut after the king 
had reached his fourteenth year, and began to ii^ 
terfere in the choice of his fervants and the ma- 
nagement of affairs^, the ead chftnged his i^an of 
policy, but not his views* Being aflur^d by hift 
friends^ that he would meet with a favoui^bl^ re- 
ception, he -came to court, then at Stirling, at-> 
tended by a numerous retinue of his friends and 
YalTals, and, falling on bis knees before the king, 
made the moil folemn profeiEons of the moft in- 
violable loyalty. He was well received ; and in a 
little time, by his engaging, fubmiffive behavieDur to 
the young king, wd his liberality to the coiurticcSy 
he became the great favourite of both '^ 
A. p. 144 J. The lords Livingfton and Crichton, obfisrviog 
^*dc^"°h theincreafing favour of their too powerful enemy^ 
toa pro- refigned their offices, and retired iirom court ; die 
former to hk houfe of Callender, and the latter io 
,the cafHe of J4invburgh, of which he had the 
cuftody. But the earl of Douglas, now in the iuU 
poffeffion of all the power of the ftate^ determined 
not to fufFer his enemies . to efcape (0 eafdy ; and^ 
by his influence, they were both denounced rebels, 
and their eil^iates confifcated, by a parliament that 
met ^t Perth, July 14, A* D- 1445,. and from 
thence adjourned to Edinburgh. While the kmg, 
or rather the earl of Douglas, befteged the caftle.of 
Edinburgh,, he employed his friends in executing 
the fentence againft the two profcribed lords, by 
fcizing their laiids and caftles ; in which they misi 

'9 BuchAn. lib. 11. p,ao4, 

with 
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' with fo much Of^fition and retaliatidn, that the '^^^ilH^ 
country became a fcene of ilaughter and devafta- 
tion. The lord Livingfton, fir Alexander his 
ddfsil fon, fir Robert Livingfton treafurer, fir 
David Livingfton^ fir James Dundas of Dundas, 
and fir Robert Bruce of Glackmanan, were appre- 
hended. Lord Livingfton, fir James Dimdas, and 
fir Robert Bruce, faved their lives by a liberal 
well direded diftribution of their lands and mo- 
ney, but the other three were condemned and 
executed**. 

The caftle of Edinburgh was bravely defended ; p^^*J,*^^ 
and the earl of Douglas, defpairing of taking it rcftorcd, 
by force, entered into a negociation with the late 
chancellor ; who, upon obtaining a full pardon 
with the reftoration of his eftates and honours, 
ratified by parliament, furrendered it to the king *'* 
The parliament that ratified this capitulation met 
at Perth, July 14, A. D. 1445; ^^^ ^^^ from 
thence adjourned to Edinburgh, to finifli that 
tranfaftion. The lord Crichton was feemingly 
reconciled to the earl of Douglas, and reftored to 
the office of chancellor ; but diftrufting the fin- 
cerity of that reconciliatfon, he appeared as little 
ftt court as poffible *** 

The queen-mother, and her huftjand fir James (ine^n*s 
{Stewart, called the Biack Knight ofLorn^ having 
iived feveral years neglefted and difcontented, (he 

* Bucban, lib. 11. p. »o6. Hawthonidcn, p, aj, &c. Pifcot- 
tic, p, »o, &c. Abcrcromby, vol. ^ p. 334. 
« Scoticron. lib. 16. p. 515. Pitfcoilic, p. aj. 
** Crawford's Officers of StatCy p. i%* 

Vol. IX. . Z died 
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^^^^^ died in July A. D. 1445, leaving three fons by 
her fecond hulband, viz. John who was made earl 
ofAtholA. D. 1 45 5; James who was made earl 
of Buchan A. D. 1469 ; and Andrew who be- 
came bilhop of Moray, Sir James Stewart had 
fpoken with fo much afperity of thofe in power, 
that he did not think himfelf fafe in Scotland after 
the queen's death, and obtained a fafe-condud 
from Henry VT. November 24, A. D. 1445 *\ 
The fame prince granted him a proteSion, No- 
vember 22, A. D. 1447, to refide in England 
four years, with his two fons, John and James; 
and another fafe-condud, Auguft 17, A. D. I45i» 
for himfelf, his two fons, fix other gentlemen, and 
twenty fervants**. The time and manner of his 
death are not certainly known. 
A. D. 1446. While the Earl of Douglas poffefled the favour 
ofthe"^ * of the king and the diredion of affairs, he did not 
Dougiafes. negled himfelf, his family, and friends. He was 
conftituted lord lieutenant of the kingdom, which 
w^as thought to be a lefs oflFenfivc name than that 
of regent or governor.-— One of his brothers, 
Archibald, was made earl of Moray; — ^another of 
them, Hugh, earl of Ormond;— and a third, 
John lord Balveny **. In a word, no family in 
Scotland ever poffeffed fo much power and terri- 
tory as that of Douglas did at this time. But 
neither power nor riches can fecure permanent 
profpericy. 

»3 Crawfiord's Officers of State, p 3«. llyra. Foed. torn, 11. 
p. 107. *♦ Id. ibid. p. 191. 301. 

*» Godfcroft, p. 160. Pitfcottic, p. 15. 
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King James being now about eighteen years of ^'^* '44^?- 
age, and having no- brothers, it was thought pro- .Thekng 
per that he Ihould be married as foon as poffible. ^*^"^^- 
A commiffion was therefore granted at Stirling, 
May 6, A. D. 1448, to the lord Crichton, chan- 
cellor, John bifhop of Dunkeld, Andrew abbot of 
Melrofs, George lord Seaton, Nicholas Otterton, 
canon of Glafgow, Thomas Cranfton, efq ; and 
John Dalrymple, bailie of Edinburgh, to go 
into France to renew the ancient alliance with that 
. crown, and provide a fuitable confort for their 
fovereign*^. Thefe ambaffadors obtained a fafe- 
conduft to pafs through England, with fifty per- 
sons in their company, dated April 23, A. D. 
1448 *\ On their arrival at the court of France, 
they renewed the ancient alliances between the two 
kingdoms ; but not finding in that country a 
proper match for their king, Charles VII. recom- a. d. 1449. 
mended Mary, daughter of Anthony duke of 
Guelder and Cleve, and by her mother, grand- 
daughter of John duke of Burgundy, a princefs 
young and beautiful and of an heroic fpirit. The 
commiflioners found no diiEculty in concluding 
the contradt of marriage, and conducing the 
princefs into Scotland. She was married to the 
king in the chapel of Holyroodhoufe, in June 
A. D. I449*^ 

While thefe commiflioners were negotiating the Military 
king's marriage abroad, the truce which ihould ^.p^''** 

•* Abcrcromby, vol 2. p. '3 3?. 
»7 Ryin.FoBd. torn, x. p.213. 
^ Annot in BUchan* p. 44X Ha^thorndei> p. s^. 
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^j^^^J^- have fubfifted between the two Britifh kingdoms 
till May i, A. D. 1454, was violated, by mutual 
incurfions on the borders *'• The occafion of 
thefe incurfions is not well known ; but it is moft 
probable that they proceeded from fome perfonal or 
family feuds, rather than from any national quarrd. 
ITieEnglifli appear to have been the aggreffors. 
The carl of Northumberland, warden of the eaft 
marches, invaded Scotland on that fide, and biirut 
Dunbar ; while the earl of Salifbury, warden of 
the weft marches, made an incurfion on his quarter, 
and burnt Dumfries. But thefe injuries were foon 
retaliated by the lord Balveny, who burnt Aln- 
wick, and defolated the open country. To re- 
venge thefe injuries, the earl of Northumberland 
raifed a numerous army, with which he invaded 
Scotland. But he was not permitted to proceed 
far : for being met by a Scotch army, commanded 

by Hugh earl of Ormond, at the river Sark, in 
Annandale, a bloody battle was fought, in which 
the Engllfh were defeated, with the lofs of 3000' 
men. The earl of Northumberland efcaped with 
great difficulty ; but his fon lord Piercy, fir John 
Pennington, fir Robert Harrington, and feveral 
other knights and gentlemen, were taken, an^ 
committed to the caftle of Lochmaben. TTie 
Scots loft 6cJo men ; among whom were few 
perfons of note, except fir Thomas Wallace of 
Craigie, to wbofe. valour the vifitory was chiefly 
owing ^**. 

»9 Rym. Focd. torn. 11. p. 58. 90 Buchan. lib, 11, p. tol^ 

Pitfcottie, p. ^0. H2\K(U^orii4eB> p. x6, Abeicromh|^ toI. 2. p. 340. 
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But as this war was not agreeable to either of ^- ^- "W* 
the Britifli foyereigns, it was foon terminated by Truces. 
a ftiort truce made at Winchefter, July lo, A. D. , 
1449 ; which was prolonged by another concluded; 
at Durham, September 17, in the fame year^'. 
Thefe Ihort truces mull have been attended with 
much expence and trouble, as we fometimes find 
twenty plenipotentiaries of high rank employed ini 
negotiating one of fix weeks duration. At lengtK 
a truce of an uncon;mion nature was made, No- 
vember 15 of the fame year, at Durham. It wa$ 
not to continue for any limited time, but: as long 
as it was agreeable to both parties to obferve it j 
and when one of the parties intended to depart 
from it, he was bound to give a formal intimation 
of his intention to the other 180 days before he 
commenced hoftilitics ^*. 

The family of Douglas was in the zenith of its a. d. 1450. 
power and profperity at this time, two of the earl^s ^f^if"^^ 1 
brothers, the earl of Ormond and the lord Balveny, of Doug- 
having gained great honour m the lat^ war. But 
from this time too, the enormous greatnefs of 
thsLt family began to decline. This was owing to 
various caufes ; — to the^ jealoufy of the king, — 
the envy of the other nobles, — the hatred of the 
people,— but chiefly to the abufe of their power, 
by protefting the mod abandoned of their re*- 
tainers in all their villanies, and crufhing all who 
dared to oppofe them, or any of their fol- 
lowers. Of this it will be fufEcient to give one 

31 RynKF®d< tom«n' p.2j*. 2|8. 3» Id* ibid. p.»44. 

J, ^ example* 
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A. a 1450. example. Sir Richard Colvil of Ochiltree hap- 
peiiing to meet John Auchinleck of Auchinleck 
(a retainer of the earl of Douglas), from whom* 
he had received many injuries, a quarrel cnfued, 
and Auchinleck was killed. The earl of Douglas, 
inftead of bringing fir Richard to a trial, firft 
burnt and ruined every thing on his eftate, then 
befieged and took his caftle, and put him and all 
the men in it to the fword ". Such outrageous 
afts of violence rendered this great earl an objed . 
of terror to all who were not under his pro- 
tedtion '\ 

This being the year of jubilee, the earl of 
Douglas, prompted by vanity or fuperftition, de- 
termined to vifit Rome. Having committed the 
care of his affairs in Scotland to his brother John 
lord Balyeny, he fct out, accompanied by his 
eldefl brother lord James Douglas, with feveral 
other lords, knights, and gentlemen, making an 
ollentatious difplay of his wealth and grandeur in 
the feveral countries through which he paffed. 
When he approached Rome, he was met by a pro- 
ceffion of the clergy and principal citizens, and 
conduced into the ciiy in a kind of t. iumph ^'. 

The affairs of this potent earl did not profper 
fo well in his native country. Soon after his de- 
parture, many complaints were made againft him 
to the king and council, of injuries done, and 
cruelties committed, by him and his followeis. 



Barl of 
Dougl.15 
vifits 
Kome* 



lai-1 of 
Douglas 
profe- 
cutcd. 



w Kuchan. lib. 11. p. 205. H pitfcottic. p. 33. " Buchan. 
Ub. II. p. 2x0. Pitfcottic, p. 33. Abercromby» vol. 2. p. 349. 
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The king on this occafion afted with great pru- ^- ^- '^-^^^ 
dence and moderation, being probably influenced 
by the advice of his ancient counfellors, the lord 
Crichton and the. lord Livingfton, who had lasfely 
been made high jufticiary. He fummoned the 
lord Balveny to appear . before him ; but that lord 
difregarding the fummons, he was apprehended, 
and brought before the council ; and not being 
able to vindicate the earl, and feveral of his re- 
tainers, from the complaints brought againft them, 
he was commanded to indemnify the fuffcrers out 
of the earl's rents, and the goods of the other 
delinquents ; and upon his promifmg to do this, he 
was fet at liberty. But being encouraged by his 
two brothers, the earls of Ormond and Moray, he 
refufed to perform his promife. The king then 
gave a commiffion to William Sinclair, earl of Ork- 
ney, to do what the lord Balveny had promifed, 
and fent him into the earl of Douglas's countries 
with a few troops, to execute that commiflion. 
But he was every where refitted and infulted ; at 
which the king being juftly irritated, he raifed an 
army, bcfieged, took, and demolilhed the cattle 
of Douglas, commanded the earPs rents, and the 
effeds of the other delinquents, to be feized, and 
made reflitution to the fufferers '\ 

When the earl of Douglas received intelligence a. d. 1451, 
of thefe tranfaftions, he battened his return, and do^u^s 
paffed through England, under the proteftioli of return*, 
ji fafe-condudt from that court, 12th November 

« 

f 

" Buchan'. lib. 'i- p. aio. Pitrcottie, p. 34. 
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^1?' '^^V ^' ^* '45o> f^ himfelf, and twenty other lords^ 
knights, and gentlemen, in his company, with 
eighty other attendants ^\ His intention feems to 
have been to remain fome time in England ; for hi^ 
fafe^ondud contained a permiiBon to him and his 
followers to refide in that kingdom three jexrs ^. 
But finding that country in great confufion, and 
^ving received afiurances from his friends in 
Scotland, that he would meet with a £ivourabIe 
/ecepdon from his own fovereign, he returned 
home about the beginning of A. D. 145 1, went to 
court, was well received, and reitored to all his 
eftatts and honours, on his engaging to behave a& 
became a loyal fubjed, and no longer to obftrud: 
the execution of juftice on thofe who violated the 
laws. So perfefliy was the king reconciled to this 
great earl at this time, that he appointed him one 
of liis plenipotentiaries to fettle certain points with 
thofe of England, for the better obfervadon of the 
late truce j and he, with the other commiffioners, 
obtained a fafe-condud from Henry VL dated 
April 17, A. D. 1 45 1, to come to Newcaftle or 
Durham for that purpofe**. 
TH^cciri It is highly probable, however, that thi§ recon- 
r/h^'v!uuis ciliation was not very fincere on the part of the 
pp.o^c- earl. of Douglas, and that he fecretly rcfolved to bf 
England, revenged, if not on the king, at leaft on his ^u. 
liillers^ for what had been done againft him and 
hi^ adherents in his abfence. For when he was iq. 
England, vefted with this commiffion from his 

' ' ' - ♦ 

«7 Rym. Feed. torn. xi. p. 278. 18 jd, [\^\^ 

19 Id. ibid. p. 183. •* 
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fovereign, he engaged in certain dark intrigues ^JJIJ;*^' 
with that court, and obtained a proteftion, May 1 2, 
A. D; 1451, forhimfelf, his three brothers, thirty 
pther lords, knights, and gentlemen, therein 
samed, with fixty-feven perfons, nobles or others, 
to refide in that kingdom j by which he provided 
an afylum for himfelf arid hJs followers **. 

The indefinite truce that had been lately fettled Tmp^ 
between the two Britiih kingdoms being attended 
with fome difficulties, another was concluded at 
ISTewcaftle, Augufl: 14, A. D. 1451, to continue 
from that time to Auguft i^, A.D. 1454, and 
as long after as it pleafed both the kings ^'. 

The earl of Douglas, after his return and recon- nifloyal 

.,• • •.!_ ^i_ 1 • r iL • conduct of 

dilation with the king, was very far from paying the carl of 
that rcfped to the authority of his fovereign and ^o<^8^ 
(the laws of his country that he had promifed ; but^ 
jQ>n the contrary, aded more like an independent 
and hoftile fovereign than a fubjeft. Befides his 
fufpicious correfpondence with the coun of Eng* 
land — ^he entered into a bond with the earls of 
Crawford and Rofs, and other noblemen, to ftand 
by and affifl each other againfl all men, in dire£( 
oppofition to an 2l& of parliament againft fuch 
bon3s **— liis vafials of Annandale plundered the ^ 
iands, and carried oflF the cattle, of the lord Herris 
of Terregles ; who having applied to the earl for 
redrefs in vain, raifed his friends and tenants, an4 
pade an attempt to recover his fK'operty. But 

♦» Rym. FoBd. torn ii.p,%%^, 41 id. ibid. p. »93. 

♦* Black Adb,f. 6. c 33. , 
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A- p. 1451* being overpowered and taken prifoner in that at- 
tempt, he was carried to the carl, who command- 
ed him to be hanged as a common thief. With 
the fame cruelty he put to death the chief of the 
Maclellans, a numerous clan in Galloway, who* 
were not of his party *\ In a word, the earl of 
Douglas employed all his art and power to in- 
creafe the number of his partifans, and deftroy 
thofe who declined to be of that number. 
A. D. 1452. rj'jjg king, equally irritated and alarmed at this 
Douglas conduft, fummoned the earl to come to court ; 
^^^' which he refufed, unlefs a fafe-conduft was granted 
him under the great feal. Though this was an. 
uncommon requiiition in a fubjeft from his fove- 
reign, it was complied with ; on which he came 
to court, then at Stirling, attended by his brothers, 
and a numerous retinue of his friends and followers. 
He was well received, and invited to fupper with' 
the king in the caftle. After fupper, the king 
conduced the earl into another chamber, and en- 
tered into an expoftulation with him concerning his 
late conduft, and particularly concerning the ille- 
gal bond into which he had entered with the earls 
of Crawford, Rofs, and others, commanding him, 
in a peremptory tone, inftantly to deliver it into his 
hands. The earl obftinately refufing to comply 
with this command, the king, in a tranfport of 
rage, diew his hanger, plunged it into the earl's 
heart, and laid him dead at his feet, February ^^^ 

^ Bacban. lib, n. p.zir. Pitfcottie, p. 37—40* Hawtboro* 
dcn» p. %%- Godfcrot't, p. i86-<-iS9. 
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A. D. 1452**; a rafli, criminal, and cruel deed! Ao.m^^ 
for which no excufe can be pleaded, but the king's 
youth and warmth of temper, and the many provo- 
cations he had received from his turbulent and too 
powerful fubjeO:. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the fury of the Dou- J'^gcof 
glafes, when they were told the fate of their chiefs lafes. 
As he died without iflue, they acknowledged his 
next brother Jarpes, as earl of Douglas ; and, 
putting him at their head, proceeded to the market- 
crofs of Stirling, and there proclaimed the king a 
perjured murderer, and an enemy to mankind ; . 
founding all the trumpets and hbrns in their army^ 
to ftrike terror into the garrifon of the caftlfi. They 
tied the fafe-conduft that had been granted to the 
late earl to a horfe's tail, and dragged it through 
the ftreets, giving the |:ing all the moft oppro- 
brious names they could devife. In the firft tranf* 
ports of their rage, they propofed to attack the 
caflle, and put the king and all within it to the 
fword : but finding that they were not prepared for 
fuch an undertaking, they retired, from Stirling, 
after fetting the town on fire in feveral places *'. 

If all the families of the name of Douglas had TheirmKii 
been united at this time, the king would have been 
in the greateft danger. But the earl of Angus and 
the lord of Dalkeith were at variance with their 
chief, and the other families that adhered to hin^ 
smd on that account they were the objeds of their 

44 Buchan. lib. xi. p. %i%, Annot. p. 44t- Pitfcottie: p«4o;4i, 
Hawthorndcny p. 19. *s Ha\ytbonuIen» p. %$• 
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^^^i^H^ iriofl: violent refentment, as being die firmeft friends 
of the king. The earl of Douglas^ therefore, after 
his departure from Stirling, burnt the town of DaU 
keith, and befieged the caftle; having feat his 
brother, Archibald earl of Moray, into the north 
againft the earls of Angus and Huntly. But both 
thefe expedidons were unfortunate; the earl of 
Douglas bdng obliged to raife the iiege of the 
cafUe of Dalkeith, and the earl of Moray being 
driven out of the north by the loyalifts. The 
Douglafes fuilained a (till greater lofs, by the de- 
feat of their moft powerful and zealous ally the earl 
of Crawford, by Alexander earl of Huntly, near 
Brechin,'May i8, A. D. 1452 *^ 
^^?n£- Jsinies earl of Douglas fent his mother Beatrix, 
land and Margaret his late brother's widow, into Eng^ 
land, having obtained a protedion for them from 
Henry VL ; and at the fame time he fent certaim 
propofals in writing to that prince, who approved 
of them, and granted a commiflion to feveral 
noblemen, June j, A. D. 145a, to conclude a 
treaty with his moft dear coufin, James earl of 
Douglas, agreeable to his propofals, and to admit 
him and his friends to perform liege homage, and 
take an oath of fealty, as Engliih fubjeds ^\ 
We know not the particulars of this treaty ; but 
we may be almoft certain, that the defign of the 
earl of Douglas and his friends, in confentipg to 
take aa oath of fealty to the king of England, was 

^ Bttcfaffii. lib. zi. p* IT J. Piticbttie} p^i 4s. {lawtlionulena 
p. 32. Abercromby, voL s. p. $S7» 
' f Rym. Feed, torn* ix. p. 3 lOj in. 



to obtain affiftancc from that prince againd th&x ^*^i^^i^ 
native fovcreign. 

But the earl of Douglas, difcburaged by the ill Jj^'^^^ 
fuccefs of his efforts at home, and defpairing of 
any afliftance from England, then in a moft di£> 
traded ftate, fopn began to think of an accommo- 
dation with the king. This accommodation was 
concluded, Auguft s8, A.D. 1452, much fooner 
than could have been expeded, from the rancour 
of the parties againft each other. The earl of 
pouglas took a folemn oath, in his own name^ 
and in the name of all his followers, to obferve the 
following conditions — !• That be would lay no 
claim to the earldom of Wigton, without the 
permiffion of Mary queen of Scotland — 2. That 
he would refign the lordfhip of Stewarton to the 
king, who jnight either keep or reftore it to him 
as he pleafed — 3. That he and all his followers 
would lay afide any malice, hatred, or ill willj; 
•that they had conceived againft any perfon or per- 
fons — 4* That he and all his followers would live 
quietly and peaceably, as became good fubjefts in 
all time to come — 5. And that he would treat the 
king on all occafions with the higheft refpefl and 
reverence. To the inftrument containing thefe 
conditions, the feals of the earl of Douglas and of 
James lord Hamilton, his moft zealous affociate, 
were affixed **• About the fame time, or perhaps 
a little before, the earl of Crawford threw him- 
felf at the king's feet, and implored his mercy) 

4S Aanot. in Buchan. p. 44a* 

which^ 
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A^.i452. ^hich, at the intcrceflion of that excellent prelate 
James Kennedy, bifliop of St. Andrew's, he ob- 
tained, and was reftored to his eftate and ho- 



nours ^'^ 



A. D. 1453. rpj^g jjjj^g ^jjg £q £^j]y convinced of th^ fincerity 
of the earl of Douglas in his late fubrniffion, that 
he appointed him one of his plenipotentiaries to 
negotiate the prolongation of the truce with Eng- 
land, by a commiffion, dated April 18, A. D. 
1453 ^** Vefted with this commiffion, the earl 
went to London, and concluded with the com- 
miffioners of the king of England, at Weftminfter, 
. - May 23, the fame year, a prolongation of the 
truce then fubfifting, from May 21, A. D. 1453, 
to May 21, A. D. 1457^'. 
Kw'rl But the earl abufed the confidence of his fove- 
of Doug, reign on this occafion ; and, while he was afting 
, as his plenipotentiary, employed himfelf in jwc- 
paring for a formidable rebellion againft him. 
Margaret, formerly called the Fair Maid of Gal- 
loway^ widow of the late earl of Douglas, by whom 
flie had no children, was then in England, and, 
by the death of her hufband, entitled to all the 
great eftates of which (he had been heirefs. Earl 
James, pretending that flie was ftill a virgin, court- 
ed ?ind prevailed upon her to marry him, without 
waiting for a difpenfation from the pope, or the 
confent of his own fovereign. Soon after his ar- 
rival in England, he feems to have had a defign 

♦9 PItfcottie, p. 46— 49- '° Rym. Foed.tom. 11. p. 314, 3*5. 

f« Id. ibid. p. 3a7— 3j6. 
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to make a journey to Rome, to procure a difpeh- a. 0.1453. 
fation for this extraordinary marriage, and obtained 
a fafe-conduft for himfelf^, Ms three brothers, James 
lord Hamilton, James lord Livingfton, twenty-five 
other knights and gentlemen by name, with 1 1 a 
•^perfons in their company, to pafs through JEng- 
* land in their way to Rome ^*. It is not very impro- 
bable that this journey never was intended, and - 
that this prote'ftion for fo many perfons was pro- 
cured for other purpofes. What other engage- 
ments the earl of Doucrlas entered into with the 
cotirt of England at this time, we are not in- 
formed. 

When king James received intelligence of the ^'^'^^^ 
tranfaftions of the earl of Douglas in England, Abercom. 
particularly of his marriage with his brother's wi- 
dow, he could no longer doubt of his ill defigns, 
and determined to deprive him, as foon as pof- 
-^fible, of the power of doing mifchief. With this 
view he marched an army into Galloway, the pa- 
trimony of the countefs Margaret, and without 
. much difficulty fubjeded the country, and fecured 
the caftles, but treated the people with great lenity. 
He ufed more feverity towards the inhabitants^ 
; of Douglafdale, on account of their greater at- 
. tachment to their chieftain. At lafl he befieged 
, the caflle of Abercorn, a flrong place provided 
with a brave garrifon ". 

In the mean time the earl of Douglas, and his H***' °^ 
friends, had not been idle. He fent his mother juiucd. 

5» Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p. 33*5. 327. 

^ liuchan. 1. i.i. p. a 14* Pitfcottic^ p. 50, 5X« 
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^^I**^ the coumefs Beatrix, and his wife the counteft 
Margaret, into England, that they might be out 
of danger '\ Having received a fum of mooey 
from the court of England, he, with the lords 
and gentlemen of his party, colIed:ed their £ol- 
iowers, and formed an army, it is (aid, of 30,000 
men, with which they direded their march towards 
Abercom. But when the earl approached the 
royal army, which was much inferior to his own^ 
he delayed to give battle. This was a &tal ^ error, 
which difgufted feverai of his braved friends, and 
difpirited all his troops. In the night, James lord 
Hamilton was prevailed upon, by a meflage from 
• bifhop Kennedy, promifmg pardon, favour, and 
rewards, to go over with his followers to the 
joyal camp. As foon as this was known, fome 
imitated his example, others went to their own 
homes ; and the earl, finding himfelf deferted by 
the greateft part of his army, retired with precipi- 
tation, and fled into England ^^ 
A. D. 1455. The king, having fpent the fpringofthis year 
Pariia- Jn pardoning fuch of the earl of Douglas's partKans 
as implored his mercy, and in eftabliihing peace 
and good order in the country, called a parliament 
to meet at Edinburgh, June 9, A. D. 1455. ^ 
the firft feifion of this parliament, James earl of 
Douglas, Beatrix countefs of Douglas, his mother, 
Archibald earl of Moray, and John lord Bahreny, 
his brothers, with a few of their mod d)flinate 

4^ Rym. Foe d. torn. ix. p. 349. 

" Buchan. 1. 11. p. 214. PltfcoUie» p. ^t^^j, Kawthorndeo* 
P« 53* Abcrcromby^ toI. a* p. ^60, 36.x, 
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adherents, were attainted, and their dlates cotifit ^' p* 1455^ 
cated. The parJiament was then adjourned to ^' 
Ai^uft 4 in the fame year *^. 

James earl of Douglas did not long remain quiet E^rl of 
in England ; but having, by the afliftance of his defeated, 
brothers and other friends, coUeded a confiderable 
body of troops, Englifti as well as Scots, he en- 
tered Scotland by the weft marches. ]3ut he was . 
not permitted to penetrate far into the country ; 
for being met in Ahnandale by the earl of Angus, 
the lord Carlifle of Torthorwald, the laird of John- 
ftone, and other loyal barons, at the head of 
their vafials, his array was defeated, Archibald 
earl of Moray, one of his brothers, was killed, and 
Hugh* earl of Ormond, another of his brot}iers, 
was taken and foon after beheaded. The earl of 
Douglas, with his other brother John lord Balveny, 
efcaped with great difficulty back to England, 
where the earl foon after, Auguft 7, A. D. 1455, 
obtained a penfion of 500I. ayear, equivalent to 
5000I. of our money at prefent *^ 

The parliament met again, Auguft 4, the day Pariia- 
to which it had been adjourned. Iii this feffion "*^"^* 
feveral gockl laws were made, and the attainders of 
the earl of Douglas, the countefs Beatrix his 

9i Bhwk A^s, f. 34. 

»7 Rym. Feed. torn. ii. p. 367. Our hiftorians indeed fay,~that 
fhe earl and his brother wandered in difguife into the highlands of 
^cotUtid, and after fptriting up the earl of Rofs ta rebellion, return^ 
ed in the fa^M manner into England. But this is very improbable 
in itfelf, and it is (till more improbable that the earl would have re- 
ceived fo noble a penfion in his abfence, when he was a forlorn 
wanderer, and it was unknown whether he was alive or d:ad. 

Vox.* IX. A a mother. 
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^^^^^i^ mother, and the lord Balveny (omitting the earl 
of Moray, vrho was then dead), were confirmed. 
ft was further declared to be high treafon to give 
any entertainment or ailiilance to any of thofe 
perfons, or to any of their adherents *'• This 
parliament was again adjourned to the 13th of 
Oftober. 
Margaret It cannot b^ certainly known at this diftance of 
of Don- ^me, whether Margaret countefs 01 Douglas 
fied to the married her firft hufband's brother willingly or by 
A 'h ^\ conftraint. But however that might be, when flie 
faw him ruined, and all his and her own great 
eftaies confifcated, (he forfook him, returned into 
Scotland, implored the king's compaffion, and 
declared, that ihe had been compelled to her fecond 
marriage, which had given him fo much offence. 
The king admitted the apology of this unfor- 
tunate lady, granted her the lordfhip of Balveny, 
and married her to the eldeft of his own uterine 
brothers, John Stewart earl of Athol '^ 
Parii^. The parliament met at Stirling, Odober 13, 

"*^"^* according to adjournment! In this feffion many 
wife regulations were made, for guarding the 
borders, for conveying the quickeft intelligence of 
an approaching enemy, by kindlmg fires on certain 
eminences, and for convenmg the lieges with the 
greateft expedition to defend their country ^*. It 
foon appeared that thefe precautions were not un- 
neceiTary. The natbn, in a few months after^ 
was involved both in a civil and foreign war. . 

5» Black Afts, f. 45, 46. 5» Pitfcottie, p. 56. 

•• SecBUckAa8,f.36. 
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Donald, lord of the Ifles, a fierce ambitious a. d. 145s. 
chieftain, provoked at the annexation of the earl- Rebellion 
dom of Rofs (that had formerly belonged to his fi^n.'"'*" 
family) to the crown by aft of parliament, entered 
into a dangerous combination with the Englifh 
and the earl of Douglas, and engaged to raife a 
rebellion in the norths while they invaded the 
kingdom on the fouth. In confequence of this 
concert, an army, compofed of Scots and Eng^ 
lifli, commanded by the earls of Douglas and 
Northumberland, pafled the eaft marches in the 
fpring of this year, and began to plunder the 
country as ufuaK But George Douglas, earl of 
Angus, who was then confidered as the chief of 
that illuftrious name, affaulted and defeated thefe 
plunderers, and obligied them to repafs the border 
with confiderable lofs. Iti the mean time, the 
lord of the Ifles had burnt the town of Invernefs, 
and deftroyed a great extent of country with fire 
and fword ; but hearing of the defeat of his con- 
federates, and beginning to dread the confequences 
of his rebellion ; he fent a meffenger to the king, , 
promifing fubmiflion and imploring pardon. The 
king returned this anfwer — That when he had laid 
down his arms, repaired the damage he had done, 
and given fome fignal proof of the fincerity of 
his fubmiflion, he might hope for pardon. Trufli- 
ing to this anfwer and the interceflion of his 
lady, who was then at court, he dilbanded his 
army, and retired into the Ifles, by which the tran- 
quillity of the country was once more,reftored *'. 

•« Black Adts, f. 34, 35. Buchan. 1. 11 p.aif. Abercromby, 

Tol. •. p. 26s, &C. Pitfcottlf , p. S79 5^' 

A a 2 , King 




mcnt* 



HISTORY or SCOTLAND. BookV. 

Kts^ James, joftly offended at die fu^xnt and 
UtunT affiftance that had been given to his rdidlious 
fubjeft and moft inveterate enemy, the earl of 
Douglas, by the court of England, m the time of 
a truce, wrote an expoftulatory letter to that court 
on that fubjed, and fent it by Lyon king at arms. 
To this letter a very paifionate, or rather icar* 
rilous anfw^ was returned, July t6, in the name 
gf kkig Henry, but moft probably by his haughty 
queen and imprudent minifters, without his know* 
ledge, at a thne when they vainly imagined they 
had got the better of all their enemies. This 
curious anfwer was dire&ed — ^To the illuftripus 
prince James, who behaves as if he was kmg of 
Scotland ; accufes him of pride, vanity, calumny, 
cowardice^ fraud, perjury, rebellion, and many 
other crimes, and threatens to chaftife him for his 
impudence and prefumption ^^ ; a threat that was 
never executed. 
ParVta- . Jamcs, difregarding tfaefe impotent threats, called 
a parliament, to meet at Edinburgh Odober 19^ 
A. D. 1456. In this parliament many excellent 
laws were made, — ^for the defence of the kingd<»n, 
by arming the people, providing artillery^ &c.;. 
—for preventing the fpreading of the peftilence 
that then raged ; — for the regulation of the coin,— 
the adminiftration of juftice, — ^and the encourage- 
ment of trade *^ It is impoffible to perufe tbefe 
laws without entertaining a good opinion of the 
.wifdom and patriotifm of thofe who made them. 

** Rym. Foed. torn. ii. p. 383, 
f3 Black Afts, f. 38, 39. 
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The EagUfh mhuftry, who had lately treated ad. 1457. 
kiB^Jame$ with fo much contempt, being now Truce, 
mvolved in great perplexity, and hardly able to 
defend their country from the French, by whom k 
was this year twice invaded, gladly agreed to a 
truce with Scotland for two years, which was con- 
cluded at Coventry June 1 1, A. D. 1457 **• 

King James, who feems to have been fond of ^g^}*' 
parliaments, called one to meet at Edinburgh 
March 6, A. D. 1457, ^ which no fewer than 
diirty-feven public a£b were made, on a great 
variety of fubjeds, and all of them well calculated 
to promote the fafety and profperity of the king- 
dom. In the laft of thefe a£l:s, the three eftates 
exprefs their joy, " that Ood, of his grace, hcs fend 
^ our foverane lord fie progreffig and profperity, 
^^ that all his rebellis and brekaris of his juftice ar 
^^ removit out of his realme, and na maifterfutl 
*^ party remanand, that may caufe ony brekkig in 
*^ his realme. Hk three eftatis maift humbly 
^* exhortis and requyris his hienes to be inclynit, 
•* with fie diligence, to the execution of thir fta- 
** tutis, adis, and decretis abovie written, that God 
** may be emplefit of him, and all his liegis, fpi- 
^* ritual and temporal **/* 

So* good a correfpondence was now reftored be- Truce 
tween king James and Henry VI. that by an in^ ^^^ ^"^^ * 
tercourfc of letters, without any meeting of pIeni-» 
potentiaries, four years were added, December ^ f , 
A. D. i457t. to the truce that had been concluded 

• 

•♦ Rym.FGed. torn, ii. p, 389— .399. 
•» Black A-^ts, f, 40—4^. 
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f^Pj^* at Coventry a few months before. The reafons 
afligned by James for his agreeing to this pro- 
longation of the truce were, his love of peace, the 
defire of the king of England, and the exhortations 
of the pope ^. 
A.D. 1458. Scotland enjoyed a profound peace during- thefe 
A.i>.i459. two years; a thing not very common in thofe 
?urti^er turbulent and reftlefs times. In order to the con- 
pioiwiigcd. tinuance of that peace, the plenipotentiaries of both 
kings met at Newcaftle, and on September 12, 
A.D. 1459, added five years to the late truce, 
which prolonged it to July 6, that was to be A. D. 
.1468^ 
A. D. 1460. 'j-j^g conteft between the houfes of York and 
jimes Lancafter had now become ' very violent, and 
feemed to be approaching to a crifis. The York- 
ifts, it is faid, fent ambafladors to folicit the 
affiftance of the king of Scotland, promifing the 
reftitution of the towns and lands claimed by 
that king". We know with certainty, that 
Henry VI. granted a fafe-conduft June 2, 
A. D. 1 460, to the bifliops of Glafgow and Aber- 
deen, the abbots of Holyroodhoufe, Melrois, and 
Dumfermlinc, the lords Livingfton, Evandale, and 
Montgomery, Mr. John Arrowes, and Mr. Ni- 
cholas Otterbourne, to come into England, to 
treat with him about the better obfervation of the 
. late truce ^. Some hiftorians aiErm, that James 
was inftigated by Henry VI. to undertake the 

«« Rym. Feed. torn. ii. p. 407. «7 id. ibid. p. 4}6*-436. 

«» Buchan. 1. 11. p. 216. Pitftjott'e, p. 59, 5cc. 
•9 Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p 453. 
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ficge of Roxburgh, becaufe it was held by York- J^;^^^ 
ifl:s^°. However that may be, it is unqueftion- 
able that James raifed an army, with which he 
invefted Roxburgh, about the beginning of July 
this year ; but at whofe infligation he did this, or 
how he reconciled his doing it with the truce that 
then fubfifted between the two kingdoms, I have 
not been able to difcover. He foon took and de- 
stroyed the town, but the caftle was defended wjth 
great bravery. The earl of Huntley, with his 
followers, arriving in the camp, the king con- 
duced him to the trenches, to be prefent at a dif- 
charge of the artillery againft the fort, Auguft 3, 
A. D. 1460 J but, unfortunately, one of the guns 
burfl, killed the king on the fpot, and wounded 
the earl of Angus, without hurting any other 
perfon". 

Thus fell James IL in the 24th year of his Hisoha- 
reign, and the 30th of his age. In his perfon he 
was ftrong and adive, excelling in all manly and 
martial exercifes. He had a large red fpot on one 
iide of his face, and on that account was called by 
the common people James with the fiery face. 
Hi^ deportment 'was uncommonly affable and 
courteous, which . endeared him to perfons of all 
ranks. In his early youth, his temper was warm 
and paflionate ; but as he advanced in life, he 
became cool, cautious, and confiderate, conducing 
all his' affairs with prudence. In a word James II. 
was a brave, .wife, and virtuous, but a very un- 

?• Abcrcromby, vol. «. Echard, p 511. 

V Buchan. ix. p. 217. Hawthomden, p. 36. 
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A.D^j4tej fortunate prince, having been harafled from his 
in^cy by the rebellicms of his turlKilent chiefs 
tains, and the invafions of his too powerfol neigh* 
hours; and when he had funnounted his diffi-* 
culties^ was happy in the love of his fubjefb, and 
had the profpeft of a profperous reign, he was cut 
off in a moment, in the prime and flower of his 
age. 
Bii iffuc. James IL left by his queen Mary of Giieldcrs, 
three fons and two daughters, viz. James, who 
fucceeded him oa the throne, Alexander duke of 
Albany, John earl of Marr, the lady Mary» and 
the lady Cecilia. 
Ratburgh The nobles and others, who ^ere prefent at the 
king's death, concealed it for fome time from the 
army ; and the queen (a princefs of a bold cou** 
rageous fpirit), who had lately arrived in the camp, 
* was fo far from difcouraging them by her lament* 
ations, that fhe excited them by her exhortations 
to perfevere in the liege with redoubled ardour. 
Animated by the fpeeches and example of the 
queen, they aflaulted the caftle with fo much 
vigour that the garrifon capitulated ; and that 
fortrefs, which had been fo long a receptacle to 
their enemies, was difmantled '*. Encouraged by 
this fuccefs, they invaded England, plundered the 
country, and took and demolifhcd feveral caftles^^ 
particularly that of Werk ^^ 



7^ Boet. p. 581. Buchan. 1. n. p. 3^17- Pitfcottic, p.'ff^. 

Abtrcromby, vol. 2. p 3^*. 73 Buchan. I. 1%, p ai8. 
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S E C T I O N IIL 

From the death of James XL A* D. 146^ i9 the: 
death of James IIL A. D. i488« 

JAMES III. was abcait fix years and feven. a. d. 14S0. 
months old at his. acceilion ; and being brought jamcsiiu 
to the can^ before Roxburgh^ a few days aftei 
his father's death, he receired the homage of his 
barons at the neighbouring monaftry of Kelfo, 
where^ as it is faid byfome hiilorians, he was alfo 
crowned ^ 

About the beginning of this year a parliament a. d. t^u 
met at Edinburgh, in order to fettle the admi- Council of 
;aiftration during the king's minority. One party 
of the nobles wifhed to raife^the queen-dowager to- 
the regency, in hopes of governing in her name ; 
while another party oppofed her elevation in Jiopes 
of their own advancement. At length, after very 
warm debates, which had almoft proceeded to 
blows, the matter was compromifed in this manp 
ner : the cuftody of the king's perfon, and of his 
brothers and filters, was committed to the queen, 
their mother ; and a council of regency was eftar , 
blifhed, compofed of noblemen of both parties. 
In this council, Andr<ew lord Evandale, the chan- 
cellor, and James Keimedy, bdihop of St. An- 
drew's, both' nearly related to the royal family, 
had the greateft influence for fome years^ which 

} Bttchan. L 1%, p.xzS* Hawthornden, p. 55, 
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^^^^iJ^ contributed very much to the peace and good 
government of the kingdom *• 

After feveral fudden and furprifing turns of 
fortune, the conteft between the houfes of York 
and Lancafter feemed to be finally determined by 
the bloody battle of Towton, March 29, A. D. 
1461, in which the Lancaftrians weie defeated 
with great flaughter. Henry VI. with his queen 
and only fon Edward prince of Wales fled for 
ihelter to the court of Scotland, whet-e they were 
kindly received aiid hofpitably entertained. To 
engage the Scots to efpoufe his caufe with greater 
warmth, king Henry furrendered to them the 
town and caftle of Berwick, April £5, and the 
young king of Scots vifited his new and important 
Stcquifition, June 1 5 \ Still further to ftrengtheri 
the union between the two royal families, the two 
queens concerted a marriage between the princefs 
Mary of Scotland and Edward prince of Wales, 
which never took eflFeft. 

Edward IV. who had now taken pofleflion of 
the throne of England, obferving that the Scots 
entertained and favoured his rival, determined to 
raife them up enemies at home, to prevent their 
giving Henry any., effeftual afEftance. With this 
view he gained the exiled earl of Douglas to his 
party and appointed him, June 22. A. D. 1461, 



Negoti- 
ations. 



• » The records of parliament in the firft fix years of James IIT. arc 
]oft> which obh'ges me to take my information from fuch hUtorians 
as are moft worthy of credit. Buchan. lib. 12. p. »»9, &c» 
Hawthomden. p. 39. Abcrcromby, vol. %. p. 384, 385. 
* Carte, vol. 2. p. 762. Stow, p. 416. 
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Jhis plenipotentiary, to negotiate an. alliance Ije- a.d.i46i« 
,tween him ^'and his moft dear coufin, John lord 
** of the Ifles and earl of Rofs, and his beloved 
« and faithful friend Donald Ballagh \'' The de- 
fign of this negotiation was, to. excite thefe turbu- 
lent chieftains to rebellion ; and yet, in a few 
weeks after ( Auguft 2), he appointed ' Richaxd 
earl of Warwick his ambaffadof , to treat with the 
minifters of his moft dear coufin, James king of 
Scotland, about a truce ' : a fufficient evidence, 
that although Edward was but a ybung prince he 
was already an artful politician* Both thefe ne^ 
gotiations were carried on during the remainder of 
this year. 

The negotiatipn with the lord of the Ifles wa$ A. 0.14^. 
moft fuccefsful, and terminated in a very curious ^"*^y: 
treaty, *^ between the moft high and mighty 
*' prince Edward IV. king of England and France, 
*^ and lord of Ireland ; and the full honourable 
*' lord John de Ifle, earl of Rofs and lord of 
« the Out Ifles." By the firft article of this 
treaty (which was concluded at London, Febru- 
ary 13. A. D. 1462), John lord of the Ifles and 
earl of Rofs, Donald Ballagh, and John de Ifle, 
fon and heir of the faid Donald, with their fubjeSs 
and people, engaged to become the fubjefts and 
liege men of the king of England, his heirs arid 
fucceflbrs. 2. . They engaged to be ready at 
Whitfunday to aflift the kmg of England, with all 
their power, in his wars in Scotland, or againft 
the Scots in Ireland. 3. Edward engaged to pay 

4 Rym. Feed. torn. ix. p. 474. * Id. ibid. p. 475. 

to 
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^P- ^^' tothe earl of Ro& a fubiidjr of loo marks in time 
"^~ 0f peace, and oool. in time of war ; to Donald, 
2oL in time of peace, and 40L in time of war ; 
to John the fon of Donald, loL in' time of peace, 
and 20L in time of war, all fterling money, dunng 
their refpedive lives. 4. It was agreed that when 
the king of England, with the affiflance of thefe 
allies, and of James earl of Dooglas, had fubdued 
the kingdom of Scotland, or die greateft part of 
it, he ihould grant all the countries beyond the 
Forth to the earls of fiob and Douglas and 
Donald Ballagh,. to be equally divided among 
them, and held of the crown of England; and 
that the earl of Douglas ihould be reftored to all 
his eftates to the fouth of Forth. 5. Edward en- 
' gaged, that if he made any peace or truce with the 
king of Scotland, his allies fhould be comprehended 
in it \ As a reward to the earl of Douglas for 
bringing about this alliance, and other fervices, 
Edward granted him a penfion of 500I. ftcrling 
a*year for life, February 1 8, A. D. 1462 '. ^ 

KcbcllioD. In confequencc of this treaty, the earl of Rofs 
and his confederates broke out into open rebellion, 
furprifed the caftle of Invernefs, and, advancing 
into the country, approached the caftle of Blair in 
Athol. The earl of Athol, not daring to truft to 
thfe ftrength of his caftle, took flielter with his 
countefs, friends, and moft valuable efteds, in a 
neighbouring church, dedicated to St. Bridget, 
which was believed to be an inviolable fanduary. 
But the ferocious enemy, paying no regard to the 

* Hyoi* Feed. todo. x j. p. 4S4«<-487. 7 Id ibid. p. 4S7. 
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fandtity of the place, feifed the carl and countefs, ^ ^^j 
and the goods in the churchy and then fet it on 
fire. The feafon being now far advanced, the 
illanders, according to their cuftom, became im- 
patient to fecure their booty ; and, embarking with 
their prifoners and plunder, fet fail for their iflands* 
But they were overtaken, on their paffage by a 
violent ftorm, by which many of their veflels were 
wrecked, and the reft difperfed. In this cohfu- 
fion, the earl and countefs of Athol were either fet 
at liberty or made their efcape ^. 

When Henry VI. and his queen arrived in ^.d.m^j. 

Ill r m Incurfion 

Scotland after the battle oiTowton, they labour- intoEng- 
ed to engage the moft powerful of the nobility in **^* 
their inlereft, by promifes of great rewards on ^ their 
reftoration. To George earl of Angus Henry 
granted an eftate between the Trent and Humber, 
worth 2000 marks a-year, to be erefted into a 
duchy, with many uncommon privileges ^. Though 
the earl of Angus never obtained, he endeavoured 
to merit, this reward. A body of French troops, 
brought over by queen Margaret, was befieged in 
Alnwick caftle, and in great danger of being killed 
or taken prifoners. The earl of Angus raifed his 
followers, mounte\i them, and, with a competent 
number of fpare horfes to mount the garrifon, at- 
tempted their relief. 1 his attempt was conduced 
with fo much fpirit and dexterity, that the earl • 

brought off the French in the face of a fuperior 

• This tranfadtion is fo differently related by our hiftorians, that 
I give the above Mrcount of it only as the molt probable. S^ Bu- 
dian. hb. la. p« aaj. Abercromby, vol. a. Pas?-: Hawthonideii, 
P- 29' 9 Godfcroft. p. ai6. 

. , ' army 
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A^.ji4<3- army, without being cither interrupted or pur-i 
fued ••. 

The battle of Hexham, fgught May 1 5, A. D. 
1464, having quite ruined the Lancaftrians, the 
regency of Scotland became eameft to make a 
peace or long truce with Edward IV. who feem- 
ed now to be firmly fixed on the throne of 

England. A truce of. fifteen years was accord- 
ingly concluded at York, June i, to commence 
on the laft day of Oftober in the fame year, 
when a Ihort truce which then fubfifted would have 
ended". 

An event happened about the time that this truce 
was made, which threatened its immediate diflb- 
lution. The Scottifli regents having refolved to 
fend Alexander duke of Albany, the eldeft of the 
king's two brothers. Into France for his education, 
obtained a fafe-conduQ: for him, and 200 perfons 
in his company, April 20, A. D. 1464, for one 
year, from Edward IV. in all his dominions, both 
by fea and land ". But the young prince and his 
attendants were made prifoners on their paflage^ 
by fome Englifh fhips. Thefe Engllfh mariners 
probably imagined, that this would be as agree- 
able to Edward as the capture of the prince of 
Scotland had been to Henry IV, But in this they 
were miftaken. The prince with his fuit were 
inftantly fet at lij^erty, and a proper apology made 
for what had happened. 



Duke of 
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«• Godfcroft, p. 116. 
** Id. ibid. p. jao. 
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A eeffation of hoftilities, and (if pofEblc) a cor- -^- ^- ^^^^ 
dial friendfliip, were at this time very neceflary to Ncgotia- 
both the Britifli nations: to the Scots, in the ^*°"* 
minority of their king ; to the Englifli, in the 
diftra£bed ftate of their country after the civil wars. 
Edward IV. feems to have done every thing in his ^ 

power to fecure peace on that fide, and to gain 
the^ good-will of his-neare^ft neighbours. A few 
days after the late truce was made, he appointed 
commiffioners to guard againft the yiolation of it 'K 
He granted a commiffion, Odlober 9. A. D. 1 464, 
to John earl of Northumberland, Ralph lord Grey- 
ftock, and four others, to meet with commif- 
fioners of the king of Scotland, November 6, to 
confider the moft effeftual means of increafing 
and perpetuating the peace that then fubfifted be- 
tween the two kingdoms '\ . 

The regency of Scotland difcovered no aveijr Long 
fion to the pacific propofals of the king of Eng- 
land. It feems probable that at the above meet- 
ing in November A. D. 1464, the plenipotentiaries 
had agreed, that— the marriage of the young king 
of Scots with an Englilh princefs — intermarriages 
between the noble families of the two kujgdoms — 
and a definitive treaty of peace, inftead of a truce, 
would be the moil effedual means of perpetuating 
peace. For Edward gave a commiflion to John 
Nevile earl of Northumberland, and eight others 
July 20, A. D. 1465, to meet with commiffioners 
to be appointed by the king of Scots, and treat on 

»J RynLFced. torn- ix. p. 517. *♦ Id. ibid. p. 535. 

8 thefe 



jil HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. BookV. 

A. a f4^S' thcfe three fubje&s '*. Accordingly the king of 
Scotland gave a commiffion^ at hig caftle of Down 
in Monteith, November 28, 'to the bifliops of 
Gla%ow and Aberdeen^ David earl of Crawford, 
Colin earl of Argyle, the abbot of Holjroodhoufey 
James lord Livingfton, James Lindiay provoft of 
Lincludcn, and fir Alexander Boyde of Duncow, 
to meet with the Engli{h commiilioners atNew-» 
caftle, on the 4th of December '^ We hear of 
no marriages that were agreed upon at this nieet^ 
ing ; nor could the commiilioners fettle the terms 
of a definitive treaty of peace ; but they added 
forty years to the truce that then fubfifted, which 
prolonged it to A. D. 1519 ; a much longer period 
than there was any probability that it would be 
obferved '^. 
A. D. 1466. James Kennedy, bifliop of St. Andrew's, died, 
biChop ^^y 109 A.D. 1466 ; and his death was a great 
Keniicdy. calamity to his country ". His royal dtfcent, his 
facred fundion, his great wifdpm, and many 
virtues had procured bim great influence in all 
affairs ; and that influence he conftantly employed 
for the good of the king and kingdom. He had 
taken much pains with the education of the young 
king, who at this time was e^eemed a prince of 
great hopes ''• ^ 
kcn^rom '^^ 8^^ bifliop had not been three months in 
Liniith* his grave, when the ftatc both of tfae court and 
country was unhappily changed. This was owing 

*5 Rym. Feed. torn. xi. p. 546. »* Id ibid. p. 549. 

»^ Id. ibid- p. 557. »» Abereromby, voL 2^ p. 19 J. 

»t Buchan: lib. 12. p. 225. 
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to the unbounded ambition of the family of the ^^]^ 
Boydes ; who rofe to the higheft pitch of grandeur 
with aftonilhing rapidity, and with no lefs rapidity 
funk into the deepeft diftrefs. Robert lord Boyde of 
Kilmarnock, the head of that family, was at this time 
high jufticiary, and a member of the council of re- 
gency ; and being a nobleman of an opulent fortune 
and great abilities, he had many friends. His brother 
fir Alexander Boyde of Duncow, was a moft accom- 
pllfhed gentleman, and had been appointed to in- 
ftruft the young king, in riding, tilting, and the 
other martial exercifes of the times ; which gave 
him great opportunities of gaining the favour of 
his royal pupil. While bifhop Kennedy lived, both 
thefe brothers behaved with great propriety ; but 
as foon as that prelate died, knowing the intereft 
they had in the aflfeftions of their prince, they 
formed a plot to get the entire poffeffion of his 
perfon, in order to ingrofs to themfelves, and dif* 
penfe to their friends, the honours and emoluments 
of the ftate. 1 his plot was artfully contrived and 
boldly executed. Sir Alexander Boyde infpired 
the king with difgufl at the ilrifbiefs of the lord 
Kennedy,, who fuperintended, and of the other 
gentlemen who conduced, his education ; and per* 
fuaded him, that, being in his 1 3th year, he (hould 
afiume the reins of government, and command thofe 
iR^iom he now obeyed. Finding that this projed 
was. highly pleating to the youthful monarch, he 
propofed to take him out of the hands of his pre- 
ceptors on a certain day, and conduft him to £din« 
burgh, where, he ihould take upon him the go- 
Vbi.. IX. B b vemment ; 
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^I^^-J^ Ternment ; to which the king agreed. In ccmfe-' 
queQce of this concert, fir Alexasder Boyde, wiA 
a few friends, came to the exchequer in Linlith- 
gow early in the morning, July lo, and carried 
' out the li^ng, to give him, as they pretended, the 
diverfion of hunting. When they arrived on the 
field, they were received by the lords Boyde, So- 
fnerviye, and other chieftains, at the head of a 
body of men well-armed and mounted, who ftruck 
ioto the road to Edinburgh. The lord Kennedy, 
toeing foon informed of what had happened, follow- 
ed with fo much hafte, that he came up with them 
only a few miles on their way ; and, laying bis hand 
on the bridle of the king's horfe, earneftly intreated 
him to return. But fir Alexander Boyde, pre- 
tending to refent the infult, as he called it, offered 
to the king, gave lord Kennedy much injurious 
language, and at laft ftruck him a blow with his 
hunting-ltaff; which obliged him to defift froni 
the ftruggle, and return to Linlithgow, vowing re^ 
vengc forthe injuries he had received **• 
Pariia-, Though the Boydes were now in poffeffion both 

"*^"^ of the heart and perfon of their prince, they were * 
hr from being eafy in their minds. Knowing that 
what they had done in carrying off' the king from 
the place appointed for his refidence, had lately 
been declared high treafon by ah a£t of parliament, 
they were apprehenfive that they might one day be 
called to afevere account for that a£tion^'« To 

•* Buchan. 1. ii. p. 125, »s6. FerrcriJ Append. Hift.Scot. f. 357. 
* Hawthorndcn, p. 42. Abcrcromby. yoI. t. p. 394. Cra\vford*8 
OificcKS of dtatc, Append, p. 473. !' Black A^ f. pa^ 

I prevent 
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preVcfftt this, they called a parliament in the klng^s ^ ^-^ j ^ 
ttame,'t(> meet at Edindurgh, O^tobetS, ilid oft 
the i^tk of that month, the lord Boyde fell on his 
knees before the king, feated on his throne, ift full 
parliament, and entreated him to declare if ^'he en-^ 
tertained Jiny ' refentment or difpleafure againft hiiil 
and his friends for condufting him from Linlith* 
gow to Edmbufgh. The king ^rifwered, ^s hi 
h^d been inftrufted, •* That he entertained no dif- 
** pleafure Againft the lord Boyde and his friendi 
** for that action, which they had performed at 
** his own command, and for which they never 
*' fhould be called in queftion/* The lord Boyde 
then requefted, that the king's gracious declara-^ 
tion fhould be infeirted in the regifters of parlia^ 
ment, and a copy of it delivered to him undet the 
great feal ; and both thcfe fequefts were grant* 
ed**. Ceit^tk lords were invefted by this par- 
liament with parliamentary powers to coiitlfiud 
till the next feflion, which was appointed to begin 
January 31, A^ D. 14^7 **• Thefe lords were 
particularly directed to commune about pfopci* 
matches for the kiiig, ttie princefs Mary, his eldef! 
lifter ^nd hi? two brothers ; tod to fettle all difs 
putes with the kivg of Denmark about the ahnua! 
of Norway, which was an annuity of one hundr^ 
marks demanded by that king, in confequence'^OT 
a treaty between Alexander IIL • and Magnus IV. 
king of Norway, when that prince ceded the weftern 



« Craiwford*s Officers of State, Append, p 47 h 
i$ Black Aet«> f. 4^. 
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^^^^ Mcs to Scotland, A.D. 1266^. As this parlia. 
ment was intirely under the influence of the Boydes, 
this meafure was di&ated by them, for purpofes 
that foon appeared. 
A. n. 14^7. As lord Boyde was now poflefled of all the 
Jf^^ power of the crown, he deterniined to employ it 
Boydet. to the aggrandifement of his &mily. He was al- 
ready high judiciary, governor of the king and 
kingdom ; and he now procured the great office of 
lord chamberlain for life, by a commiilion under 
the great feal, Auguft 25, A. D. 1467*'. To 
crown the whole, he obtained the confent of the 
king, and of the committee of parliament, to the 
marriage of the princefs Mary with his eldeft fon 
fir Thomas Boyde, who was created earl of Arran, 
and got grants of feveral valuable eftates with his 
royal bride**. Thus the Boydes were raifed as 
high as fubjeds could be raifed, and their gran- 
deur feemed to be built on the moft folid founda- 
tion. They enjoyed the favour of their fovereign 
in the higheft degree, and were as intimately con- 
ne&ed with the royal family as it was poffible — 
they had great eftates and many fiiends, and filled 
the higheft offices in the kingdom *^ But all this 
could not preferve them from a fudd'en and moft 
deplorable reverfc of fortune, which they do not 
feem to have merited by any very remarkable abufe 
of their profperity. 

^ Black Acts, f. 46. Torifct Hift. Oread, p. 171. ' 
»i Crawford 8 Officers of State, p. 315. ^ Id. ibid. 

^'- See lord Boyde's commilOion of governor of the kingdom, and 
tb« king and bis two brotbers) Appendix, N* 2. * 
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The king being now in the fifteenth year, the ^' ^- h^s. 
Boydes, who had the direftion of all affairs, very The king 
wifely refolved to provide. a proper confort for him, ^^"^'^^^- 
and fixed their thoughts on Margaret, only daughter . 
of Chriftiem I. king of Sweden, Denmark, and 
Norway, a princefs famous for her beauty and 
amiable difpofitions. By this marriage they hoped 
to terminate the difpute about the annual of Nor- 
way, which had of late become very ferious, and 
to procure the fovereignty of the Orkney and 
Shetland iiles, as well as a confiderable fum of 
money. Andrew lord Evandale, chancellor and 
coufin to the king, and Thomas Boyde earl of 
Arran, his brotherrin-law, were appointed am* 
baffadors to negotiate this marriage ; and their 
commiifion pafled the great fedl at Edinburgh, 
July a 8, A. D. 1468 *'. Thefe ambaffadors fuc- 
ceeded in their negotiation ; and the contrail of 
marriage between king James and the! princefs Mar- 
garet was fealed at Copenhagen, September 8, of 
fhe fame year *^ By that contraft, king Chriftiem 
refigned, for himfelf and his fucceffors, all claim 
to the annual of Norway, and all arrears, of that 
annual, and engaged to pay, as his daughter's mar- 
riage portion, 60,000 florins of the Rhine^ Of 
thefe florins 10,000 were to be paid before his 
daughter left Denmark; and for the remaining -^ 
50^00 he mortgaged the Orkney iflands,, which* 
were to be retained by the king of Scotland, and 
his fucceflTors, till that money was paid. The pa- 

^ Torffaci Hift Oread* p. 193, 194* *^ Id. ibid. p. 197- 
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A.D. 146?. lace of Linlithgow, &nd thq cattle ofDown^ with 
■^^"^^^ 4 third part of the revenues of the crown, were 
fettled on the prineefs as her dowry '% Aa it wat 
thought too late in the feafpn to conduct the prui'r 
c^fs into Seotland, the ambafladors returoed to givo 
an account of their negotiation. 

AD. 146c. j^ ^jjg fpring A*D. 1469, the earl of Arran 

mcnt. w.as fent with a good fleet, and a fplendid train of 
lords and ladies, to bring home' the young queen. 
He arrived at Copenhagen about the beginning of 
May. Chrlftiem I. being then at war with his 
- Swedifh fubjefts, found it inconvenient to pay the 
16,000 florins^ which were to be paid before hit 
daughter left Denmark. By a new treaty with the 
jimbaffador, therefore. May 20, he paid imme- 
diately 2000 florins, and mortgaged the Shetland 
iiles for the remaining 8oco, and tranfmitted letters, 
dated May 28, to all his fubjeds in Orkney an4 
Shetland, acquainting them with thefe t]:anfa3:ions, 
imd commanding them to pay their tribute to, and 
obey the king of Scotland and his fucceflbrs, till 
thefe iflands >Yere redeemed by hin\ or his fue^ 
ceffore^'. 
Decline King James and his royal bride being both very 

Soydcs. y^^'^gj *^^ ^^^^ ^^ Arran- made no hafte to return 
home. This was a fatal errdr, and proved ruinous 
to himfetf and all his family ; for his father lord 
Boyde, and his uncle fir Alexander, being both 
adfaaced in Kfe, and much ^)gaged in buHnefs^ 

Jp Torifaci Hift. Orc9(l. p. 197. V Id. ibid. p. 198,189. 
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could not give fo conftant an attendance dn the a. a 14^9- 
king as was nteccffary to fr'^ure his favour, and fe* 
elude others from his company, who might do 
them ill offices. Their enemies, of which they 
had many, and particularly the noble family of the 
Kennedies, who beitig nearly related to the royal 
family, had free accefs to the king^ neglefted no 
opportunity of infpiring him with fufpicions, fears^ 
and jealoufy of the Boydes. They infinuatedj— - 
that the lord Bdyde, with his brother and fon, 
had abufed his goodnefs and favour by ingroiT- 
ing all the power and emoluments of the govern^^ 
ment to the exclufion of the other nobles^ who 
were generally difcontented } that they had dif- 
graced the royal family by the marriage of the 
princefs Mary to the earl of Arran ; they even 
hinted, that they had caft ambitious eyes upon the 
crown, and that the king and his brothers were not 
fajpe while they were in the hands of that dangerous 
afpiring family* Thefe, and fuch iniinuations^ fre-^ 
queritly repeated by perfons who ftudied to pleafe 
him, and appeared to be fo deeply concerned for 
his honour and fafety, made fo llrong an impre& 
fion on the king's it)ind, that by degree he wa& 
brought to fear and hate the Boydes more violently 
than he had ever loved them. Whoti things had 
come to this crifis, and the king had entered 
warmly into the defign of ruining the Boydes, a . 
parliament was called to meet at Kdinburgii, No* 
vember 20, A. D* I4694 and the lord Boyde, hish 
brother fir Alexander, and his fon the earl of 
Arran (though then in Denmark on the king's 

Bb 4 bufincfs), 
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A. D. 14.69. bufinefs), were fummoned to appear before it, to 
" anfwer to the accufatiojis that were to be brought 
againil them '\ 

Fall of the The lord Boyde was aftoniftied beyond meafure 
^ ^^' at this unexpefted change in the afFeftions of hi& 

I fovereign. At firft he refdlved to face the ftorm, 

and to come to parliament with fo great a retinue 
as would overawe his enemies. But finding that he 
had more powerful foes, and fewer friends than he 
had imagined, he difmifled his followers, and fled 
into England, were he died,- A. D. 1470. Sif 
Alexander Boyde being fick, could not or would not 
fly. The parliament proceeded, November 122, to 
the trial of the lord Boyde, and his fon the earl of 
' Arran, in their abfence. They were accufed of 
high treafon, for taking the king but of the ex<:he- 
quer at Linlithgow, and bringing him to Edin- 
burgh againft his will, July ic, 1466, which, by 
aft of parliament (fays the record) and by the 
canon and civil law, is declared to be treafon. 
' No perfon appearing in their defence, they were 
immediately found guilty, and all their eftates con- 
fifcated. Sir Alexander Boyde was brought to the 
bar the fame day, and accufed of the fame crime ; 
to which he pleaded not guilty* The jury, which 
confifted of the following lords ajid barons, David 
^arl of Crawford, James carl of Morton, William 
lord Abemethy, George lord Seaton, George lord 
Gordon, Alexander lord Glamis, George Haly- 
burtoi]i, Walter lord Lorn, John Difliington of 

''» BlackActs, f.51. Buchan. p. 1^7, a2f. ' 

• . Ardroflie, 
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Ardroffie, Archibald Dundas of Dundas, John a. a 1469, 
Stewart of Craigie, William thane of Calder, 
Alexander Straton of Lauriefton, John Wardlaw of 
Ricarton, George Campbell of Loudon, having 
heard the evidence and pleadings for the crown,' 
and the defence of the prifoner, retired a little to 
deliberate, and then returned with a verdiO:, findr . 
ing the prifoner guilty. He was then, condemned 
to be beheaded on the caftle hill of Edinburgh, 
the common place of execution, and his eftate 
confifcated. . The parliament, November 27^ an- 
nexed all the great eftates of the Boyde family to 
the crown ^\ Thus fell the Boydes, from a height 
of power and opulence Xo which few fubjeds in 
Scotland ever attained, by a ruin equally fudden 
and unexpeded. If they really carried off the 
king from Linlithgow by force, intentionally cor- 
rupted his manners, and abufed the facility of 
his youth, as was now alleged, their fate was not 
unmerited ; but if they were innocent of all this, 
as they affirmed, it fixes an indelible ftain on the 
memory of James IIL or rather on thofe who 
poffelTed his confidence, and took advantage of his 
youth and inexperience: 

Though the earl of Arran muft have heard in a. d. 1470. 
Denmark of thefe tranfaftions, fo fatal to his fe- ^rraa 
* mily and fo threatening to himfelf, he determined ^^^ ^^ 
to execute the honourable commiffion with which 
he was invefted, probably entertaining hopes, that 
the influence of the young and beautiful queen he 

r 

^* Trial of the Soydcsy extradted from the Recorde, p . 187. 

was 
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A.D. Z470. ^1^ bringing home, joined^ to that of his own 
affeftionatc confort, the king's fiftqr, would pro- 
cure his pardon, and bring him into favour. He 
foiled from Copenhagen about ^he end of May 
A. D, 1470, and arrived in a few days in the frith 
of Forth.' As foon as the fleet was difcovered, 
the countcfs of Arran made her efcape from Edin- 
burgh in difguife, and got on board her, hufband's 
ihip. But ihc brought him no comfort, but that 
of mingling her tears with his, and declaring her 
refolution to Ihare in all his fortunes ; for fhe af- 
fured him, that, the power and malice of his ene- 
iriies were then fo great, that if he fell into their 
hands, he would certainly be put to death. On 
receiving this affurance, the unfortunate earl went 
with his countefs on board a Danifh ihip in his 
fleet, and immediately returned to Denmark ". 
The king's After the flight of the carl of Arran, the fleet 
'oarnagc. proceeded up the Frith ; the queen landed at • 
Leith, amidft the loud acclamations of a pro* 
digious multitude of people, and was married to 
the king, with uncommon feftivity and pomp, 
June 15, A. D. 1470, the royal bridegroom being 
in his feventeenth, and the blooming bride in her 
fixteenth year. Queen Margaret excelled all the 
princefles of that age (fays Ferrerius) in beauty 
and the elegance of her perfon, but ftill more in 
prudence, piety, modefty, and fweetnefs of tern-, 
per'*. Ten days after their marriage (June 25), 
the king granted her the caftle and lordfhip of 

3^ Budun. 1. It. p %%Z. Pcrnerius in Append* ad Htft. Doeth. 
f. lU. 34 Id. Ibid. 
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Kilmarnock, to purchafe ornaments for her head, ^^^J^ 
and feme other parts of drelk ". 

The adventures of the unfortunate earl of a.d,i74i» 

&c» 

Arran after his flight are not certiadnly known, as j^^rdH^- 
different accounts are given of them, by different «»iton 
authors ^^ AH we know with certainty is, that hift the king't 
confort bore him a fon and a daughter, while fhe- 
remained with hini in exile '^ The king her 
brother, or thofe about him, ufed every poffible 
means to prevail upon her to abandon her hufband 
and return home, but for a confiderable time aU 
thefe means were ineffeftual. At length he di- ^*^'nd^'* 
reded or permitted her friends in Scotland t6 give a. d. 1474. 
Jier hopes, that if (lie complied with the king's 
defire, fhe would probably procure the reftoration 
of her huflband to his eftates and honours. In- 
fluenced by thefe hopes, fhe returned to Scotland, 
moft probably A. D. 1473. But fhe foon found 
that all applications in favour of her hufband were 
perfefkly vain and hopelefs, and that other defigns 
. were formed. A profecution for a divorce from 
him was commenced (but whether with her- con- 
fent or not, or upon what grounds, we are not in- 
formed) ; and when we confider how eafily divorces 
were obtained in thofe times, on a great ^variety 
of pretences, we have reafon to believe that fhe 
was aftually divorced, and her marriage with the 
earl of Arran difTolved. But however that might 
b^, fhe was married to James lord Hamilton in 
June A. D. 1474 ; but whether her former 

» Rfgiftcr of the great feal, Regifter- office, Ecjinburgh. 

3« Ferrer, f. 387, Buchan. p. »29. K Id p. laS. 

hufband 
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f'^*^^ hufband was then dead' or not, is uncertain. 
The king granted a charter of the lands of Kin» 
neily and feveral other eftates, to that lord and his 
wife Mary, the king's fifter, dated July 1 2, A. D. 
J 474*'. As king James was ftill young, it is un* 
certain what influence he had in thefe tranfa&ions. 
Nc^otu? Though the truce between the two Britifli na- 
tioiM. tions at this time was not well obferved, and it wa€ 
impoffible to reftrain the borders from mutual 
depredadons; yet as thofe who had the chief 
dire&ion of affairs in both kingdoms were averfe 
to war, thefe depredations did not produce an 
open rupture. To prevent this, frequent meet- 
* ings of the commifSoners of both kings were held 
» every year, for feveral years, for redreffing abufes, 
and contriving regulations for the better obfervr 
ation of the truce, of which a minute detail would 
afford little inftruftion and no entertainment. 
Edward IV. after his refforation, A. D. 1471, 
that he might be at leifiire to fix fsiimfelf firmly on 
th^ thronp, and take vengeance on his capital 
enemy the king of France, laboured earaeftly to 
gain the friend(hip of the king, the nobles, and 
people of Scotland. With this view, he rqdrcffed 
all the injuries of which they <;omplained with 
great alacrity, and fet on foot ^ negotiation for 
promoting intermarriages between the great fami- 
lies of the two kingdoms, and between the two 
foyal families^'. In confequence of thefe ne* 

3« Regiflcr of the great feal, James Illi 

59 Rym. Feed. torn. 11. p. 716—719' 733. 74a 74^. 7S^- 17^' 
776.7S6— 79K , 
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gotiatioos, a contract of marriage was concluded ^ ^ »475- 
at Edinburgh Oftober 26, A. D. 1474* between* 
James prince of Scotland and the princefs Cecilia, 
king Edward's youngeft daughter, though they were 
both in their infancy *'; 

The lords of the Ifles, earls of Rofs, had ^^^^J/^^- 
often rebelled, and been often fubducd, but had Rofs for- 
never been cordial fubjefts to the kings of Scot- ^ ^^ ' 
land. We have already heard of the treafonabl^ 
confederacy into which John lord of th€ Ifles and, 
earl of Rofs entered with Edward IV. and how 
that confederacy was defeated, A. D. 1462 **•. 
That chieftain having about this time raifedfome 
frefh diilurbances, and beqn obliged to fubmit, h^ 
was forfaulted November 27, A. D. 1475, in a 
parliament that met at Edinburgh on the 20th of 
that month. But in the next parliament, that met 
at the fame place, July 4, A. D* 1476, the king, 
at the earneft requefl of the queen,' and in conii- 
deration of his relation to the royal family, with 
the confent of the whole parliament, July 25,. 
reflored him to blood, created him a lord of par* 
liament, by the title of krd of the Ifles ^ and granted 
him all his eftates (which appear to have beea 
very jgreat), except the earldom of Rofs, the lord- 
fliips of Kintyre and Knapdale, which were, by , 
an afi; of the fame parliament, annexed to the 
crown **. 

^ Rym. Foed. toin.|i. p. 8»4-*834. 
4» Sec p. 3rxa,^c. 

-♦* icgift. Magni Sigilli, Jacobi IIL . Cra^iford's Peerage, p. 43 3. 
BUck A^8^ fol. 6a. 
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^ ■ '^'/^^Ir ^ ^^ couife of this year, an unhappy quarrel 
Death of bfc^e out between the king and his two brothers. 
Mar/ ^ Ac duke of Albany and the earl of Mar, .which 
was produdive of the moft fatal confequences. 
James IIL had a tafte for the fine arts, and fpent 
much of his time in the company of thofe who 
excelled m thefe arts, who poffeffed a much greater 
ftare of his favour and boimty than they were in- 
titled to by thefr rank in life. This gave great 
ofience te his brothers, and to many of the ancient 
nobility, Vho were at no pains to conceal ^their 
contempt and hatred of thofe upftart favourites, 
and their diffatirfaftion with the king on their ac* 
count. The earl of Mar, being young, fierce, and 
paffionate, was moft unguarded in his exprefiions 
of refentment againft the king, and threats of ven- 
geance on his minions ; for which he was confined, 
firft at Craigmillar, and afterwards in the Ganon- 
gate, where he died *^ The manner of his death 
is not certainly known; but the moft probable 
account that is given of it feems to be this,— that 
the excefs of his rage at his confinement threw him 
into a fever and pbrenzy, of which he died **. 
A.!>.i47i. The death of the earl of Mar, whatever thef 
thcXirtf manner of it was, greatly increafed the diffatisfac- 
^^-^*"y- tion of the difcontented nobles with the king, and 
their rage againft his favourites. The duke of 
Albany, not being able to conceal his^ indignation 
and defigns of vengeance, was fuddenly (eized, and 

43 Ferrer, fol. 391. Buchan. p. 332. Abcrcroraby# Vol. a. 
f, 4%9. ^ Hawthorudcn, p. 47* 

' com- 
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committed a dofe prifoner ' to the caftle of Edinr ^ 'g- y ^ 
burgh, with only one page to attend him4 Dreadr 
ing either a public trial and execution, or privati^ 
afi^^Snatidn, the <luke made his efc^^ out of the 
caftle Vith gr^t diiEculty, and got on board a fhlp^ 
at Lekh, which carried him to his callleof Dunbar. 
Thinking it unfafe to ftay in that place, he made 
hisefcape into France 1 and the caftlewas foon after ' 
furrendered to the kiag"*^ 

The duke of Albany was kindly received by a. 0.147^ 
Lewis XL king of France ; but that wife prince of thc^^ 
ref ufed to employ any other means but in treaty ^^"^^^^ 
and perfuafion to obtain his reftoraiion, ' He ac- 
cordingly fent John Ireland, doftor of the Sor- 
bonne, a Scotfman, famous for his eloquence and 
learning, as hi^ ambafiador to the king of Scot- 
land, to perfuade smd intreat him to be reconciled 
to his brother, and reftore him to his eftates and 
honours. The ambaffador was well chofen, and 
rendered himfelf highly acceptable to the king, by 
his preaching and converfation ; but he was ofe^ 
Uged to return without any fuccefs in his embafiy. 
ki the mean time, the king of France procured for 
the duke an advantageous mai'riage with a daugh- 
ter of the earl of Boulogne, with tin ample fortune ^ 
which enabled him to live in his exile in a manner 
fiutablc to his rank ♦% ' ^ 

Hiat harmony and friendly intercourfe which a.d. r^^o. 
had fiibfifted fcver^l years between the two Britife u,7tr^^^ 
courts, was now unhappily interrupted. This was between 

4* Ferrer, p. 3(^». Buchsn. p. 21%. ^ Ferrer, fbl. 594. 

. owing 
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A.D. 14^0. omng to the intrigues of the (duke of Albany, and 
Eoj^iand a difcontented party of the Scots nobility, who car- 
lawL^^' ^'^^ ^^ ^ treafonable correfpondence with the king 
of England, and the exiled earl of Douglas, invit- 
mg them to invade their country, and promifing 
them their afliftance. Though king Edward had 
olten declared the moft determined refdiution to 
obferve the truce that then fubfifted between the 
two nations ; nay, though he had concluded a con- 
trad of marriage between the prince of Scotland 
and his youngeft daughter, and had eveil paid a 
part of her portion, he had not the refolution to 
refift the proTpefi: that now prefented itfelf, of re- 
covering the town of Berwick, and of gaining other 
advantages, by the diilradions of his neighbours. 
The borderers were encouraged to make incurfions 
into Scotland ; which were infta^tly returned, and 
the flames of war were kindled in a moment^*. 
In the preamble to the commiflion which he grant- 
ed, May 12, A.D. 1480, to his brother Richard 
duke of Gloucefter, to be his lieutenant-general, 
he fays, that — ^^ James king of Scotland, inflamed 
" with inveterate enmity and obdurate hatred, 
^' difregarding the honour of his own name, and 
** defpifing all nobility, had determined to break 
" all his promifes, and make war upon him :'* — 
expreflions which were plainly calculate^ to pleaie 
the difcontented nobles of Scotland *\ He granted 
mother commiiHon, June 20, to the duke of 
Gloucefler, the earl of Northumberland, and many 

47 Rym. Fotdr torn. 12. p. %$, 4X« 53« ?tow, p. 43?. 
^ Kym. Feed. torn. xa. p. 115. 

oth^r 
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other lords and gentlemen, to array all his fubjefts ^- ^- '4?o. 
capable of bearing arms in the northern counties, 
to defend the kingdom againft the Scots**. 

Bjng James, either inftigated by the king of Strata. 
France and his o\ra confidents, or forced to it by ^^^' 
i-prepanitions in England, prepared for war. The 
incurfions of the Englifh roufed the national ani- 
mofity dF the Scots, who crouded to his ftandard ; 
and he foon found himfelf at the head of a gallant 
army, with which he marched towards the borders, 
before the duke of GJoucefter was ready to oppofe 
him. But his progrefs was flopped by a ftratagem.. 
A meffenger, or rather one who pretended to be a 
meffenger, from the pope's legate in England, met . ' 

him, and in the pope's name enjoined him to lay 
down his arms, that all Chriftian princes might 
unite their forces againft the common enemy, the 
Turks. James, naturally difmclined to war, and 
believing that a fimilar injunftion (as he was told) 
had been laid oh the king of England, difbanded 
his army *^ Towards the end of this year, the 
Englifh army, commanded by the duke of Glou- 
ceffer, made an unfuccefsful attempt on the town 
and caftle of Berwick *\ " 

A concife account hath been already given of A.D.'r4?i. 
the tranfaftions between the two Britifli nations in Prepar*. 
this and the two fucceeding years ; but in this place Ea^ard. 
• it will be proper to be a little more particular**. 

49 Kym. Feed. torn, i a. p. 117. 

50 Abercromby, vol 2. p. 434- Black Acts, fol. 65. 
>* Ibid. ?* See p. a 40 — 242. 

»' Vol. I^. C c Edward, 
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A.D. i4Sr. Edward, dcftermined to make an attempt againft 
Scotland by fea, granted commUGons, February . 1 5, 
to certain mafters of (hips, to prefs as many failors 
as would be fuffici^nt to man a fleet of .eleven fail 
^gainll his faithlcfs and ancient enemy the king of 

Scots "• He gave a fimilar commiffion, March 2, 
40 nine gentlemen, to provide artillery, ammuni- 
tion, and arms of all kinds, to be carried into the 
north, for the ufe of an army, to refift an expeded 
invafion from Scotland^** That nothing might 
divert the attention of his fubjefts from the bufi- 
nefs of the war, he fhut up the courts of juftice 
till Michaelmas "• He alio appointed commif- 
fioners to negotiate a treaty with his molt dear 
coufms, the lord of the Ifle$ and Donald Gome ; 
ind in a word neglected nothing to render himfelf 
formidable to his enemies ^^ 
pATiia- King James was no lefs adive in his preparft- 

. »cnt. ^jQj^g^ pj^ called a parliament, which met at 
Edinburgh April 2, and formed the moft fpirited 
refolutions for a vigorous profecution of the war. 
They declared their own and their fovereign's 
pacific difpofitions and, willingnefs to keep the 
truce, which had been intimated to the king of 
England by a herald and purfuivant, who had been 
detained long, and fent back contemptuoufly with- 
out any anfwer. They expreffed the ftrongeft 
refentment againft the reifar (robber) Edward, 
who, prompted by avarice and ambition, had de-r 

13 Rym. Fad. torn. xa. p. 139. $4 id. ilvd. pi 140. 

K W. ibjjJ. pt 14T. :« Id. ib d. 
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•tefmined, if he could, to make a conqueft of the ^^^^^4«^ 
kingdom, and folenmly promifed to defend their 
king's perfon and family with their lives . and for« 
tunes, as* their anceflors had often done. The 
king, on his part, confidering the fincere affedioa 
and hearty love of his fubjeds, promifed to govern 
accor£ng to law, and by the advice of his pso-lia- 
ment, which appointed ambalTadors to be fent by the 
kii^ and the three eftates to the king of France, 
to folicit his afiiftance. They commanded all the 
lieges to be armed, and frequently exereifed, afid 
to join the royal flandard within eight days after 
they were charged: they beftowed the higheft 
praifes on the king, for having repaired the forti- 
fications of Berwick, and fumiihed it with a gar- 
rifon of 500 men, at his own expencc; and, in 
coniideration of this, the three leiUtes engaged to 
4'aife and pay 500 men to defend the other cafUe^ 
on the borders : they, commanded all the latds ta 
fortify their own cafties, and fumifli them witll 
artillery, ammimition, and men : they made, many 
excellent regulations for procuring and conveying 
int^ligence ; and ftill further, to fhew their loyalty^ 
- they ordered a proclamation to be publiihed, o& 
faring the reward of a freehold eftate of 100 marks 
a-year, and loob marks in money^ to any maa 
who fhould kill, or bring to the king, the exiled 
esrl of Douglas, and fmaller rewards for his^ ac- 
complices ^^ It is very remarkable, that Archie- 
bald earl of Angus was prefent in this affeflionate 

57 Sec Black A^g, fol 65^6'^. 
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^^^J^'j and loyal parliament, and was fwora in, April 1 1 , 
warden of the eaft marches, a place of the greateft 
trull and honour ^\ This difcovers the deep dif- 
fimulation of that great earl, who was a moijt inv&* 
^eratte enemy to the unhappy king, as foon after 
appeared. 

Though great armies were raifed in both king- 
doms this year, and marched towards the borders, 
they flood on the defenfive» and did not come to 
any decifive aftion. The Englifh fleet, with troops 
.on board, failed up the frith of Forth ; and .th6 
troops attempting to land in feveral places,* were 
repulfed. At length they burnt the village of filack- 
nefs,. carried off a few merchant-fhipSi and then 
returned to their own ccafts *•. 

Alexander duke of Albany, finding it impoffible 
io perfuade the king of France to aflift him in 
making war againft his brother and his native 
country^ privately left his family, and came over 
to the court of England in the fpring . of this 
year^"*. Soon after his arrival, he entered into 
fuch engagements with king Edward as difcov^r 
him to have been a man void of every principle 
of honour, and capable of the moft criminal and 
atrocious enterprifes. By a charter, dated at Fo- 
theringay, June lo (in which he ftyled himfelf 
Alexander king of Scotland, with as little cere* 
mony as if his brother king James and all his 
children had been dead), be eiigaged-^to fwear 
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fealty to king Edward for the kingdom of Scot- ad. i4Sa. 
land, within fix months after he had got pofTeffion 
of the greater part of that kingdom — to diffolve 
all the confederacies between . Scotland and France 
—F^and to furrender the town and caftle of Ber^ 
wTck **'. The day after he entered into ftill more - 
bafe and infamous engagements. In a charter, 
dated June 1 1 , he had the meannef s to fty le him- 
fdf, " King of Scotland, by the gift of the king 
**• of England," and engaged to give up Annan- 
dale, Liddifdale, Elkdale, and Ewfdale,- with the 
caftle* of Lochmaben. Nay, though he had a 
ponneftion with a daughter of the earl of Orkney, 
which the lady and her family efteemed a lawful 
marriage, and though he was folemnly married to 
a daughter of the earl of Boulogne, and had a fon 
by each of thefe ladies ; yet he now engaged t;o 
marry the princefs Cecilia, king Edward's youngeft. 
daughter (who had been contrafted to James 
prince of Scotland), if he could get clear of other 
women**. In a word, nothing could be more 
dHhonourable than the defigns of the duke of Al- 
bany at this time ; and yet that duke is reprefent- 
ed by the generality of our hiftorians, and was then 
believed by the great body of the people, to be an 
innocent, oppreffed patriot, and his brother king 
James a moft cruel, unprovoked tyrant. 

As foon as Edward had concluded thefe treaties Berwickl 
with the duke of Albany, he appointed, June 12, i^^^^^d. 
his toother the duke of Glouccfter his lieutenant- 

^l Rym«Foed.tom. iz. p.156. •» Id. ibid. 
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gepcralj to command the army againft Scotland *'. 
That army, conJifting of 22,500 chofen men, 
rendezToufed at Alnwick; and marching from 
thence under the command of the dukes of GHbu- 
cefter and Albany, the earl of Northumberland, 
and feveral other noblemea, invefted the town and 
caftle of Berwick about the beginning of July ^*. 
Theking'n King James, having raifed an army to q)pefe 
tanked, ^his formid;able invafion, direfted his march to- 
wards the borders ; and about the end of June 
encamped at the town of Lauder, At that place a . 
crucland uncxpeftedtragedywas a6ted,which threat-^ 
ened the ruin of the king and kingdom. Archibald 
Douglas, earl of Angus, was at this time the mod 
powerful nobleman in. Stotland, having obtained 
from the crown many of the eftates of the exiled 
earl of Douglas. He was married to a daughtop 
of the late rSgent Robert lord Boyde ; and though' 
he was not involved in the ruin oiF the Boydes, he 
fecretly refented the feverity with which they had 
been treated, ,and was deeply engaged in the trea- , 
fonable fchemes of the duke of Albany.. This 
potent earl had a private meeting in the night witl^ 
the noblemen and gentlemen of his party, in -the 
church of Lauder, to confult about the deftruflion 
, of the royal favourites, as the moft effedual mean^ 
of diftrefling the king and defeating the prefent 
' expedition. At this meeting one of the members 
repeated th^ following fable : " The mice (faid 
*'. he) held a meeting, to confult ^bout the befl; 

« 

*5 Rym. Feed, torn. 15a. p 1^6. ^ Stow, p. 4^2. ^ 
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^* means of preferving themfelves from the cats. A. D. 148*1 
" One moufe propofed to hang a bell about the 
cat's neck, that, by its ringing when the cat 
moved, th^y might have warning of their dan- 
*' ger. But when it was afked, who will bell the 
** cat ? none of theni had fo much , courage/* 
The earl of Angus taking the hint, cried out — I 
will bell the cat ; which procured him the nick- 
name of Archibald Bell-the-cat ever after. Having 
formed their plan, they : left the church; and, zu 
tended by a body ^of armed men, entered the ^ 
royal tent early in the morning, and there feized 
fix of the king's mod favpured confidents, viz. 
Robert Gochran an architeft, mafter of the works- 
fir WilliUm Rogers a mufician, Thomas Prefton, 
James Hommel, William Torfefan, and one 
Leonard. John Ramfay of Bialmain, a young 
gentleman of a good family, was faved, by clafp- 
ing the king in his arms. After upbraiding the 
•khig in very fevere terms, for Ipending his time 
in fuch unworthy company, they carried off the fix 
unhappy viftims, and hanged them over the 
bridge of Lauder. The king, ftruck with con- 
ilernation at this cruel outrage, retired, with his 
uncle, the earl of Athol, and fome other noble- 
men, to the caftle of Edinburgh, or (as fome 
hiftofians repcwt) was carried thither and guarded 
as a prifoner. The army difbanded in great con- 
fiifion, every chieftain conducting his followers 
wherever he pleafed ^^ 

^> Ferrer, f. 395. Buchan. lib. 11. p. 434. Hawthornden, p. 50. 
Godfcroft, p.»i3, &c. Abcrcromby^Yol. 3. p. 446. 
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The garrlfon in the town of Berwick, having' 
probably heard of what had happened at Lauder, 
furrendered that place to the Englifli army ; but 
the lord Hailes, Who commanded in the caftle^ 
made a brave defence. The dukes of Gloucefler 
and Albany, not thinking it prudent to fpend their 
time before that fortrefs, left 4000 men to block it 
up, and marched northward with the reft of theiip 
army. They met with no enemy by the way, an4 
took poffeflion of the city of Edinburgh without 
any oppofition ^^ 

It is hardly poffible to coi^ceive any country in 
a more deplors^ble condition than Scotland was at 
this time. The king was fhut up in the caftle o^ 
Edinburgh, and the queen and prince in the caftle 
of Stirling : the nobility were divided into faQ:ions„ 
and the enemy in polTeflion of the capital : but it 
was faved by the wifdom and fortitude of a few 
real patriots. William archbiftiop of St. Anr 
drew's, James bifhop of Dunkeld, Andrew lord 
Evandale, chancellor, and Colin earl of Argyle, 
who had formed a fmall army of their followers 
near Haddington, fent propofals for an accomr 
modation to the dukes of Gloucefter and Albany, 
which were favourably received, and an accom- 

• 

modation was concluded at Edinburgh, Auguft 2, 
on the following conditions: — i. The above pre- 
lates and noblemen engage, that if the duke of 
Albany ftiall behave as a loyal fubjed to his bro- 
ther James king of Scotland, he fhould enjoy 
perfeft freedom and fafety in that kingdom. 



^< Abcrcromby, vol, 4. p. 450. 
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z. That they would prarail upon the king to re^ 
ftore hitnio all his honours, offices, and eftates. 
3. That they would procure a pardon for him and 
all his followers (except fuch as were excepted bj' 
the laft parliament), for all crimes, and particu- 
larly for his afpiring to the throne when he was in 
England. 4. That they would procure the ratifi- 
cation of all this by the king in the next parlia- 
ment*'. By the third article in the above agree- 
ment it plainly appears, that fome of the treafon- 
able trajnfaftiohs of the duke of Albany in Eng- 
land, particularly his intended ufurpation of the 
throne, had come to the knowledge of king Jamesr 
and his minifters. What induced the dukes of 
Gloucefter and Albany to make this agreement, and 
drop the profecution of their fchemes of conqueft, 
it is difficult to difcover, but it will foon appear that 
they had ftill thefe fchemes in yiew. 

Soon after this pacification, the Juke of Glou- Grcatncfi 
cefter returned with his army into England, and duke of 
the duke of Albany joined his countrymen, ^^^^f^ 
Having vifited the queen and prince at Stirling, 
he came back to Edinburgh, where a very curious 
piece of political mummery was exhibited. The 
duke, affifted by the provoft, bailies, and fome- of 
the citizens, made an attack upon the caflle, took 
it by affault, and fet the king at liberty, without 
one drop of blood being fpilt on either fide. The 
king received his brother with the ftrongeft ex- 
preffions of gratitude for his deliverance j and the 



^ Ryixr. Fgcd. torn. i». f, 160. 
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duke made the warmed profeffions of intiolable 
love and loyalty to the kingi To convince the 
people that the reconciliation between the royal 
brothers was perfedly fincere and cordial,, they 
rode on one horfe from the cattle to Holy-rood- 
houfe, amidft the acclamations of the deluded 
multitude *^ This farce (for it deferves no better 
name) was carried ftill further. The duke of. 
Albany was conftituted lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom, lord high admiral, and warden both of 
the eaft and weft marches, by which the whole 
power of the crown was put into his 4i2inds. Be- 
fides all this, the king made him a grant of the 
earldoms of Mar and Garioch, which, with his 
great eftates of Albany, March, Annandale, and. 
the ifle of Man, made him as opulent as he wat 
powerful. In the preamble of that grant, the 
king loads the duke with the higheft praifes for 
his fidelity, loyalty, fraternal affeftion, faithful 
fervices, &c. j though he perfedly well knew that 
he had come with an Englifh army to dethrone 
himfelf and difinherit his pofterity '*. A few days 
after (November 16), the king gave a charter to 
the provoft, bailies, and community of Edinburgh, 

<» Pitfcottic, p. 82. 

*» Nosalta mentc confiderans fidfna, legalitatem, amorem, bc- 
iwvolcntbm, fratcrnam catftatem, ptctatcm, cordialc fcrTitium, ct 
Virtutts obfrcjuiHin, quod frater nofter cariflimi^s Alezwder A)ba« 
nie diix> comes Marchie, dominus vallis Annand'.e tt Mannie, 
ItfneraUs locum tenens, m^gnus regni noHri admiralu9, acgiiar- 
cHanus orientalium et occidcntaltum marchianim cjul^m verfus 
Anglianiy nobis jamdudum provide praeftitit, noftram de carceribu» 
ex caftro noOro de Edinburgh libcrantlo perfuuam> &c. £x Rej^ift. 
iXagni Sigilii Jacobi III. Edioburgh. 
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cftUed the pldin cbdrtetj coiitammg variaw. gifts ^J2!;!*J^ 
and ptivilegesy which they had merited by their 
loyalty and important fervices ^^ 

The feep^mg reconciliation of the royal bro a. a 1483, 
thers, and the profperity of the duke of Albany, treaty^ *^ 
were of fliort duration. That turbulent ambitioui. 
duke, fearing, or pretending to fear, fome machi- 
nations againft his life^ retired from, court about 
the beginning of this year, and ihut himfelf up in 
his ftrong caftle of Dunbar, and renewed his trea- 
fonable correfpondaice with the court of England^. 
He gave a commiilion, January 12, to three of his 
moO: zealous partifans, and bittereil enemies pf 
the king his brother, Archibald Bellthe-cat, earl 
of Angus, Andrew lord Gray, and fir James 
liddale of Halkerfton, to renew the treaty of 
Fotheriflgay with Edw2«rd IV. who aj^ointed, Fe-: 
bruary 9, Henry carl of Northumberland, John. 
lordScroope, and fir William Parre, to treat with 
them. Thefe commiffiohers met at Weftminfter, 
aaad concluded a treaty, February i t , that fixes an 
indelible ft:ain of infamy on the char after of the 
duke of Albany, and of all who promoted his bafe 
deCgns. By that treaty it is ftipulated, — i. That ' 
there fliall be entire love and friendfhip between 
king Edward and the duke of Albany \ and that 
they Ihall alEft each other, with all their power, 
againft all men: a. That there fliall be a truce ^ 
between the fubjefts of the king of England and 
the favourers of the duke of Albany, who (hall 
give one lift of their names, and another of the 

'« E;r Resift. Magui SigilH Jacobi 111. Ediuburgli. 
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A.^i^j, names of thofe who were not his friends, that the 
the laft might not have the benefit of the truce : 
3, That the dukes of Gloucefter and Albany, the. 
earls of Northumberland and Angus, fhall be 
judges of all violations of this truce : 4. That 
during the truce, the duke of Albany fhall exert 
all his power to acquire the crown of Scotland to 
himfelf, that he and the nobles of his party may 
do mighty fervice to the king of England againft 
the king of France :, 5. That king Edward fhall 
aflift the duke with competent forces in acquiring 
the crown ; and that the duke fhall never make 
peace with bis brother James^ or any of his' off- 
fpring I 6. The three ambaffadors engage for 
themfelves, on their honour and knighthood^ that 
if the duke of Albany fhall deceafe without iffue, 
they, and all whom they can influence, fhall be- 
come fubjeds of the king of England, and fhall 
keep their caftles from James, now king of Scots, 
and his fuccefTors : 7. That the* duke of Albany, 
within forty days after he obtains the crown, fhall 
difTolve all the leagues between his kingdom and 
France : 8. That the duke, when he becomes king, 
fhall declare himfelf, his . heirs, his nobles, and all 
his fubjefts, to be for the king of England, to 
ferve him with all their forces, ^at their own cofl, 
as often as required, againfl all princes, particu- 
larly againft the king of France : 9. That the duke 
and his hdts Ihall never claim the town of Ber- 
wick : I o. That the duke, when king, fhall re- 
ftore the earl of Douglas to his lands, according to 
an agreement between that earl and the earl of 

I Angus; 
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Angus: ii. That the duke, being king, fliall 
marry one pf the king of England's daughters, 
without a fortune. Could any thing be more un- 
natural and infamous than this treaty on the part 
of the duke of Albany and his ambaffadors ? How 
much was king James to be pitied, who had fuch 
a brother and fuch fubjefts'*! And yet (fo 
ijauch are the charafters of princes and great men 
Xometimes miftaken by their contetnporaries, and 
mifreprefented to pofterity) the duke and his con- 
federates were believed by a great body of the 
people to be the champions of the honoUr and in- 
dependency of their country, and have been cele- 
brated as fuch by fome of our hiftorians '*. 

The effeds of this treaty were prevented, by Dcatiuof 
the death of the king of England, in lefs than two Margaret 
months after it was concluded. King James, about 
the fame time, loft his amiable and , virtuous con- 
fort, queen Margaret of Denmark, who died at 
Stirling, and was buried in the abbey of Cambuf- 
•kenneth, near that town. 

King James, having difcovered the. treafon^ble Pariia- 
correfpondence of the duke of Albany with the "^^^ 
court of England, caufed him and fir James Lid- 
4al^ of Halkerfton to be fummoned to appear be- 
fore a parUameist that was to meet at Edinburgh, 
June 27, A. D. 1483, to anfwer to a charge of 
high^treafon. They both made their efcape into 
England ; and the duke, before his departure, de- 

7> Rym. FcEd. torn. la. p. 173— T75. 

7* Bucban. lib. 12. ?• ajj^ Pitfcottie, p. %^. God/croft, 

livered 
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A.i>. 1433. Jivered his caftle of Dunbar to an Eaglifii gani* 
fon from Berwick. -Their trials came on in par- 
liament, July 8, when they were found guilty of 
high treafon (in their abfencc, but on the ckareft 
evidence), condemned to death, and all their ho* 
nours, ofHces, lands, ajnd goods, forfeited. Btft 
what is mofl: remarkable, bodi the earl of Angus 
and the lord Gray (who, with fir James Liddale, had 
made the above trc^onable treaty with Edward IV.), 
fat as judges at thefe trials ; and were even ap- 
V pointed members of a committee to inquire of 
what lands and goods the tv^o condemned traitors 
were pofleffed ". Whether Angus and Gray had 
fo eiFedually concealed their treafons as to ^fcape 
fufpicion ) or their great power and that of their 
friends proteded them, or the king, by this ex- 
traordjnaty lenity, hoped to gain them, it is im- 
pofTible for us, at this diftance of time, to difcovef. 
But certainly nothing ever exceeded the eflFrontery 
of thefe two lords, in fitting in jadgmem on their 
accomplices, with whom they knew they .were 
equally guilty. 

William lord Cricht<m, a zealous partiian of 
the duke of Albany, fortified his caftle of Cricb- 
ton, aiid refufed to furrender it to the king ; but 
finding that it was not tenable, he fled into Eng- 
land. In the next fefiiou of parliament that met. at 
Edinburgh, February'24, A. D. 1484, lord Crich- 
ton wiis found guilty* of high treafon ; and the earl 
of Angus and lord Gray, ftill wearing the maft of 

"IS- Reoords of ParluflKut in th« Hegifter-office» Edinburgh. 
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ioyalty> fat as judges at his trial ^\ At the eameft ^^ ^- '^^ 
requeft of parliament, the king promifed to give 
fio remiffion to any perfon conviiQed of treafoa^ 
for two years to come : a promife which the too 
great tendemefs of his hesirt did not permit him ki 
keep '^ The parliament further advifed the kij^ 
to a ftri£b,obfervation of the truce that had beai 
made with ^England, to take great pains to reco^ 
<ile his nobility to each other^ and to befiege the 
caftle of Dunbar in the beginning of May7^ But 
this lail advice was either not complied with, or the 
attempt was unfuccefsful. - 

When the dijke of Albany arrived ia England, Battle o^^ 
he found every thing in confufion ; and his great b^, 
friend the; duke, of Gloucefter, who had ufurpad 
that throne, in no condition to affift him to ufurp 
.asiother. JBut bdng inflamed by ambition and in- 
capable of repofe, he determined, with the aid of 
the long-exiled earl of Douglas, to try his fortune 
in the field. Having coUefted a body of adx>ut 
500 horfemen, chiefly compofed of the robbers 
and plunderers in the Englifh borders, the dnke 
and earl entered Annandale, and approached tie 
town of Lochmaben, June 22, being the day of a 
great fair. The people at this fair, having thdr 
arms (according to the cuftom of the borders in 
thofe times) to proteft their goods,- the lairds of 
Johnftone, Cockpool, and otlier gentlemen, put 
themfelves at their head, and oppofed the invaders* 

'+ Records of Parl-arftentin the Rcgiftfr-oTice, Ed'aburgh. 
7« Ih.d. Black Ads, f. jo. . ^s Ibid. 
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A.D. 1484. j^ fierce conflift enfued, which continued feveral 
hours, with various fuccefs. At length the Engiiih 
were put to flight ; the duke of Albany efcapcd by 
^the fwiftnefs of his horfe ; but the earl of Douglas 
'Was taken by Alexander Kirkpatrick, and carried 
prifoner to Edinburgh. Nothing can place the 
merciful difpofition of king Janies in a fairer point 
of view than his treatment of this ^ hoary traitor, 
who had be^ the author of fo many troubles to his 
country. Inftead of commanding him to be ex- 
ecuted on his former fentence, or bringing him to 
trial for his recent treafons^he only confined him t6 
-the abbey of Lindores".. How inexcufable are 
thofe hiftorians who have reprefented this prince as 
a cruel, implacable tyrant, who never forgave an 
injury^*. 

Death of Soon after his repulfe at Lochmaben; the duke 

Albany, /-« ir-nii « t r 

of Albany left England, and went to the court of 
France, where he received a wound in a tourna- 
ment, of which he died^'. This turbulent^ ambi- 
tious prince, who had formed fo many confpiracies 
againit his too indulgent brother, left two fons, 
Alexander bifhop of Moray, arid John duke of 
Albany, who became regent of Scotland in the 
minority of James V''°. 
Trucc,&c. The captivity of the earl of Douglas, and the 
death or the duke of Albany, broke all the mea- 
fures of the earl of Angus and his partifans, and 
. obliged them to remain quiet for fome time. They 

'V Buchan. lib. 12. -p. %^^ •«» Ibid. 

79 Ferrer, f. 397. «• Crawford*8 Peerage, p- 7, 8. 
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. ^ere Under the greater necefSty^of doing thi8> that a^dt t484. 
ft three-yearsi truce with England wa9 concluded 
^i Nottingham, September 21, A. D. 1484; and 
at the fame place, on the fame day, a contraf^ o£ 
marriage was figned by the plenipotentiaries of 
both kings, between James prince of Scotland and 
Ann de Isi Pole, daughter to the duke of Sofitdkv 
and niece to Richard IIL by hit lifter ^\ A con* 
gfefs was appointed to be held at York^ on the 
next feaft of the Virgin Maoy, to fettle all parti- 
culars refpefting the intended marriage '*. 

King James laid the treaties of the truce and a. 0.14I5. 
marriage before his parliament at Edinburgh,- May 
26, A. D. r485« The parliament (in which the 
ead of Angus was prefent) approved of both tbeftf 
treaties; and appointed an honourable embafly 
to be fent to the congrefs at Tork, confiftiiig ** of 
^ a bifhop, ane earl,, ane honourable and wife 
^ clerk, a lord of parliament, a knight yat is a 
** baroun, and a fquiar yat is a baroun, and with 
•* yame lervandis to complete to the noumer of 
" fifti-twa perfonis, and yat ysd fall hail to yr ex- 
^ penfis fiye hxmdreth pundis Scottis \'^ But the 
troubles in England, which* terminated in the 
death of Richard in. prevented the meeting at 
the congrefs at York* The parliament alfo ap- 
pointed an embafly to be fent to the pope^ to ob* 

Sx Rym. Feed. torn. is. p. s36-i-24(. >> Id. ibid. 

*} Records of Parliaaaeat. The publication called the Black A&$ 
ift not a £iithful tranfcript from the Record^. The above tranf* 
a£)ioa, for example* and many others, are afcrcbed to apaifliament 
that met February 24, A. D. 1484. 
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A.at^5, tain, aaioiigft other tfaings, his aqiprobatkm of die 
diflbludon of the priory of Coldingham, and the 
annexation of its revenues to the chapel royal in 
Sdrliag caftle^ agreeable to the fentence of two 
cardtnalsy to whom that matter had been. refer* 
red*^ This is a fuflkient evidence that the par* 
liameot approved of that me^ure ; but as it puh 
duccd very £ual eSe&s^ k merits z more particahur 

narratioiv 
Dtfiorec. StirUng caftle, .on account >of ks beautiful fituab- 
likl^cV^^ tion and . deUghtful profp^, was the favouriie 
sii4 Hep* refidence of James IIL lu which he built a palace, 
^^'''*** with an elegant chapel* To procure funds for the 
fupport of a dean, prdMads, a nvmerpus band of 
fiog^#9 mufidaas^ andocher officers^ be fupprefled, 
fvy A I'tgular prpcefsf, the priory of Coldingham^ 
Und endowed his chapel with its revenues. This 
g^ve great offence to the Humes (a nuiperous and 
powerful clan in the Merfe), who had been accuf-^ 
tomed to receive profitable leafes and other advan* 
ta^es from the priors, who were generally of their 
own. name j and they having entered into, a bond 
of mutual aififtance with th^ Hepbums, both be- 
came .ejeceedingly turbulent and difaffeded to the 
king, and brought a great acceOion of (trength to 
hisl fi^cret jcnemies ''^ 
CAiik of The caftle of Dunbar was ftill in the hands of 
' reogvered. the Englilli ; but being befieged in the fummer of 
this year, it was taken without much difficulty, 

•4 Rfcords of Parlratnent. 

^S ?itrc6ttte» p. 86. Hj|wtl2orni!en» p. lOt. 

the 



«h.i..|3. CIVIL AMD MILITARY.- 401 

tile '^gfftrjlQii dofjpaiting of receiving any fuC- ^-^^h^s* 



Qovm^\ 



.Henry: VII. foon - after his accelfion, began to ^^' ^^^•" 
«idt|vate the friendfliip of the king of Scotland} "^' 
and. a trace £or three years, from July 3 , A«D. 1 486^ 
was -concluded by the plenipotentiaries of both 
lEttfigs, after .a negotiation of feveral days^ in the 
fliionrhs^ of Jane and July *\ From this truce it 
appears, that Archibald earl of Angus ftill enjoyed 
^the fj^vour aiid confidence of his fovereign, as he 
was appointed ' harden of the eaft and middle 
marches, and <me of the confervators of the truce ••« 
It is aHb remarkabte^ that John Ramfay of Balmain^ 
lately created lord BoAwell, /was one of the nego^ 
tiators of this truce ; wl^ch i» the firft time we 
meet with any of king James's favourites^ (abo«(t 
whom there hath been fo.ihuch noife) etnployed 
^in any important or national tranfa£tioni This 
treaty was ratified by king James at Edinburgh, 
Oaober 24, A. D- i486 ••. 

Several infurre£tions in England, and the affidr A.D usii 
of Lambert Simnel, hamg convinced Henry VII. '^^^^f* 
that he had many enemies both at home and slbfoad, 
he became very defirous of a more fecure peace ' 
with the kingdom, and a more intimate connexion 
with the royal family, of Scotland.' ^ With diis view 
he fent Richard bifliop of Exeter, and Richard 
Edgecombe, comptroller of his houfehold, am- 
• baiTadors to Edinburgh, to negotiate thefe affairs ; 
and king James appointed William bilhop of Aber« 

•» Abcrcromby, vol. «. p. 46S. ^ Rym. Foed- to*rt. i^, 

f'%Zs^z9%* " Id. ibid. •» id., ibid p. 3* 6. 
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-A j>.r48y. deen, and John lord Bothwdl, to treat with them^ 
Thefe plenipotentiaries having agreed upon certain 
preliminaries for a truce and intoided intermar-, 
riages, one copy of them was figned by Catlifle he^. 
raid, commiffioned by the king of England^ and 
delivered at Edinbutgh, November 17, to Snow- 
don herald, who, by virtue of a commiffion from 
the king of Scotland, figned and delivered another 
copy to Carliile herald at the fame time. By thefe 
preliminaries, — ^the truce was prolonged— -a maru 
Tiage was propofed between James' marquis of Or- 
mond, king James's fecond fon, and the third 
daughter of the late king Edward IV.j anothor. 
between king James and queen Elifabeth^ Edward's 
widow, and a thn-d between James prince of Scot- 
land, and Inch another daughter of king Edward as 
ihould be agreed upon by the two kings*. A& the 
king of Scotland iniifted on the delivery of Bot- 
wick to him, that mattear was to be finally fettled 
before any of thefe marriages took efefl:. To bring 
' ' thefe important sffaira^ncaaref a concluiicm, another 
meeting' of the plenipotentiaries was appointed to 
be held at Edinbvirgfa, January 24, A. D. 1488, 
•and a fecond uv the month of May^ at a place to be 
agreed upon ; and that the two kings ftould hav« / 
a perfonal interview in July •°. , * 

Pariia- King James called a parUameat that met at 

Edinburgh, Oftob^r r» A. D. 14&7 j and botji 
the earl of Angus and« bis elddS: fon \^re prefent* 
The parliament made, an affefiing reprefentatiop 
to the king of the deplorable diftrefs and diforder 

9»-Rym. Feed. torn. xa. p. 3*2—^32. 
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of the kingdom, " throw trefoun, flauchter, reif, 
** biming, theft, and oppin heirfchip, throw de- 
•* fault of fcharpe execution of juftice, and over 
^^ commoun granting of grace and remifliounis to 
*'• trefpaffouris." The king, at the earneft requ^fl: 
of the three eftates, promifed to give no remiffipn 
to any perfon who was guihy of any of the above 
crimes for feven years. This promife gave gr^t 
fatisfa&ion, which is expreifed in the following 
ftrong terms :— ** Becaufe our foverane lord has fo 
^^ gracioufiy apply it him to the counfali of his 
*^ thre eftatis at this tyme in all thingis concern- 
'^ ing thame, and the commoun proffeit of thie 
^^ realmcy and beninglie grantit to thame all thjur 
" defyre and requeiftis that they have maid to his 
** majeftie ; alK the lordis fpiritual and temporal, 
" barronis, frehalders, and communities of thje 
" eftatis ot the rcalme hes freelie grantit, that ever 
•^* ilk ane of thame for himfelf, fall faithfully pro- 
** mit and fweir, that. they iali not in tyme to cume 
** mantein, fortifie, fupplie, defend, nor be ad- 
** vocatis, nor Hand at the bar, with manifdl tra- 
<' touris, nor commoun men flayares, theifEs, 
** reiffaris, nor other trefpaifouris.'* Jhe parlia- 
ment, in this feffion, made many excellent regula- 
tions for preventing the crimes above mentioned, 
and for bringing thofe who were guilty of them to 
juftice. In particular, they made it high treafon, 
«* to do or attempt to do coijtrare the union and 
** annexatioun maid of the pryorie of Colding* 
** hame to the king's chapel royal ^'." . 

9i Records of Parliament. Black Adts, f. 75—780 
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A. D. 1488. Xhe feeond feflion of this parliament tiegati it 
Pccond . Edinburgh, JinUify 29,'' A. D. 1488; and from 
!• . the records, it feems tb' 'haVe beeri knimated by 
t^ the'iSSi8"'^irit oflByafty, arid entire fafefaftion 
with 1ftie king aiid 'hi!^ adminiftration, as the 
former. The three eftites' approved of the preli- 
miriaty treaty refpeftirig'the' propofed marriages 
betv/een the two royat^fabilHekj andaippointed pW 
nipotentiafics to attend the meeting^ thit^was^ 'to bfe 
in May abbut that nfiatter, ' ^d give theii> ekpr^ 
inftfuaions, nbt to obnfeht^o-a ^cti^f tk> a«y d^ 
•the marriages, uhlefAhfe-kittg t^']fengkniJ>ag¥iS84^^ 
to reftore,'or at leaft-t(> deftroy, ^hte-ti^^wfe afid;-<aftlll 
of Berwiek. . The king, in 'fall parfSlffi^Qr,^.^ cf^firf^ 
his feeond fon d^ftke of Rbfs; krid thVKt^^Ms l>kil«. 
mond, Yeftcr, Sanquhar, ^nd Ruthv^iSI^ife-dlPHSf 
parliament The laft u& of tfai( feffion^'i[^f«rdt4(- 
able.' The Htmies and Hepbttrns hltd^ paid' i$d 9^- 
gard to the }ate a^, dedatmg it' high itrdaibn 10 
cbftrua the axmexatidn of CoMidglbaige^'t^^tbie 
chapel royal, but had oppofed Aat ^eaftoe^>ltilh 
the greateft violence. The parfiameiit thdftfdre 
appointed a committee, ^th pai^Iiamentary |>6wer8, 
to try all who had violated that ad 5 and the i^lirl 
•of Angus, with the chief men of his party, ware 
mraibers of that committee ^*. So artfully had 
ithey concealed their treafonable machinaticms, jhat 
die king, at this time, believed them to be his 
bdt friends. The parliament was then adjourned 
\o the 5th of May ; but it was diifolved by proch* 
pi^tloUi February 21, and a new parliament was 

, 9* Rccon^s qf Faxiiai^ient^ 
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fummoned to meet. May 12, at Edinburgh'^'. A-^-'4^» 
The troubles that foon after arofe prevented the^ 
meeting of that parliament,. 

1 he earl of Angus and his partifans were greatly ©•=»'?««*• 
alarmed at the -intended intermarriages between the 
two royal lamilies. Confcious of their own guilt, 
fufpe^ting, or perhaps knowings that queen £UOt* 
beth "was not ignorant of it, fhey juftly dreid^d th^ 
Ihe would (Communicate the knowledge ofth^ 
trea£:aiable intrigues with her late hu(bai^ to ha: 
future jpoufe, and perhaps produce the original 
treaty of Weftnunft^, A. D. 1483, which would 
'tender iharv guik evident » wd their ruin certain ^. 
They^-determiaed^ therefore, to prevent the in* 
tetided Q^aririages at any rate, and to dethrone or 
evoh deftiFoy their fovereigo, as the only means of 
preventing theif^ o^ deftrufkion. They began by 
Ipreadlfig thp* moiil > odious- caiuomies againit the 
-king^ r^refentit^ Amn as a fblood-thirfty tyrant, 
becaitfeiiewhS then endeavouring to execute the 
law^ againft tralitors, murd^ers, thieves, and plun- 
der«%, according to his promife ; as an enemy to 
ai his ancient nobility, becaufe he ' h^d raifed 
John Ramfay of Baimain, an old and faithful fer- 
vall^t, to be a lord and mafter of the houfehold. 
The earl of Angus gave out, that the king had 
formed a plot to deftroy many of die nobility at 
the laft meeting of parliament ; had communi- 
cated the diefign to him, and delired his affiftance ; 
than which nothing can be more improbable^*, 

»3 Records ot Parliament. > 9* Sec p. 395'— 397. 
*' Buehan. 1. ». p. 937. Godibroft, p. «aS« 
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^*^*^^; Thcfe, and other calumnies, pbifoned the minds of 
the common people, and made too great an im*- 
preffion on fome perfons of rank. Andrew lord 
G/ey, the chief affociate of Angus in the affair of 
Lauder and all his other treafons, engaged with 
gre^ ^ ardour in this confpiracy ; and John lord 
iPrutnmond, though advanced to the peerage only 
^;S€^Y^ jveeks before/ afted the fame paru Sir 
Al|f^ander Hume, afterwards created lord Hume, ' 
Ej^rkje Hepburn lord Hailes, with all the gentle 
!men of the names of Hume -and Hepburn, bang 
ialf^^y obnoxious to. the law, entered warmly i&tp 
.thf,,de^nof dethroning ^the king, to prevent their 
jo^n .condemnatiqn. All the borderers, the moft 
warlii^e people in the kingdpra^ -dreading the ex^ 
cution of the late Iz^ws againft njurder, theft. And 
Tob(\^^jy} and in a word, all vagabof^ds and outlaws, 
who, feared the • punifliment they knew they de- 
ferve4, joined in this confpiracy, and added greatly 
to its. ftrength. The earl of Argyle, (Ik bifliop of 
Glafgow, and the lord Lyfle^ alfo joined thia party. 
The earl of Aigyle had lately been deprived of tl^e 
cl^^celloy's office ; the bifhop of Glafgow had a 
conleft with the archbiihop of St. Andrew's, and 
the, lord Lyfle was at variance with James earl of 
Bwchati, .the .king's uncle, which might have 
fome influence on their condud on this occa- 

fion,?;^ 

King James, perceiving the impending ftorip, 
endeavoiured to guard againft it, by furnifhing the 
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calUes of Sdding and Edinburgh with every thing A*D.i4i«. 
neceflary for their defence. Having committed the ^ '" ""^ 
cuftody of the former, and of his three fons, to 
James Schaw of Sauchie, in whofe fidelity he 
placed the moft perfed confidence, he embarked 
at Leith with a final! retinae, and landed in Fife. 
The conipirators now broke out into open Rebel- 
lion, feized |iart of the king'^ t^^gg^g^? &nd fonte 
boxes of his money at Leith^ and took the caftle 
of Punbar by furprifc, in which they found money, 
apns, and ammuhidon ^\ 

The king ftfocieeded northward, by Aberdeen, Thekmjr 
tO; Iavi^ne&, ifluii^ proclami^ions ta all his fub- the '^n'onh! 
. jeftsin thofe puts to joki his (landard on a certain 
da^ Thefe praclsiimtiDns were £ivourably re- 
ceived ; the earl of Grawford Who had been lately 
created dnke of Mooitrofe, the earis of Huntly, 
Enrol, . Athol, Rothes, Sutherland, Caithnefs, 
and Manichal, with the lords Pofbes, Ogilvie, 
Frafer^ aiuMil the chieftains of the north (except 
the lords Gray and Drunmiond), applied them- 
felves to raife their followers to fupport their fove- 
reign'*. At Invemeft^ James gave a fr^ proof 
of his merciful and forgiving difpofition, by par- 
doning the lord Crichton (who there threw him- 
felf at his feet), though he bad been one of hb 
moft inveterate enemies '^ But when he was thus 
employed, he received intelligence that dv«f- 
whelmed him with fiirprife and forrow, 

•7 Pitfcottic, p. 8$» S7. Uawtbornden, p. iro. 

98 Ferrer, f.400. siP Hawtkcumden, .^. zt)*. 
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.AAO^r49f. ^^eii the coD^irators aflembled thdr forcei^ 
Tb^ri!!^ ^h^ fouQfl themfelvea.ftrong and well appointed, 
^^^th^*^^ b^t without any perfon they could propofe to fub- 
rcbeis. fljitute in the place of the prince they intended to 
dethrone ; and without this they knew, they could 
hardly h<^e for fuccefs. Having caft their eyes 
on the king's eldeft fon, as in all refpeds fitted for 
their purpofe, they found means to .open a corre- 
fpondence with the governor- of Stirling caftle, and 
by gieat bribes and greater promifes, prevailed 
upon him to betray his important truft, and de- 
liver Che >prince into then: hands at Linlithgow '^. 
Ab the prkuse ^vss only iA)out fifteen years of age 
at this time, it .would not be difficult to deceive him 
by fpecious - arguments, pordcularly by threatemog 
(as we /are told tbey did), that if he did not jma 
them, tkey wouid fubjed the kii^dcnn to the I^* 
lifli^*'. 
pacHica- Ab ban :as :die king received the news of this 

SoAik with filch troojps as had joined him, dired- 

iag the chieftains in thofe parts to fqlbw him. 

Bemg wafted with his army over the Forth by the 

' &mous fir Andrew Wood of Largo, he encamped 

atv Blacknefs, within a few miles of Linlithgow, 

^'tlie head-quarters of the infurgents. There he 

•^was joined by the earl of Glencaim, the lords 

Erfldne, Maxwell, Ruthven, fir Thomas Semple, 

and fur Alexander Boyde, with thdr followers, 

leo pitfcottic»p. S7, SS* Hawthomden, p.m. PncMn* p* ft3t. 
■•• Bacbsn, p. »3». 

which 



Oi. i.fj. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 411 

which rendered his army fupeiior to that of his ^,^1^ 
enemies. But James, naturally timid and av^rft 
to war, entered into a negotiation with the adVerfe 
party ; and having given a commiffion to the W^ 
fliop of' Aberdeen, the earls of Huntly and MariP' 
chal, the lord Glamis and Alexander Lindfay, to 
treat with the bifhop of Glafgow, the ^ earls df 
Angus and Argyle, the lord Hailes and Lyfle ; . 
thefe commiffioners concluded a pacification, ')ait 
Blackaefs, about the middle of May A.D. 1488; 
on the following terms : i • The king (hail be 
fupported in his eftate, honour, and royal authiou 
lity, that he may adminifter juftiee impartially tb 
all his^ fubjefts : 2. The king's moft noble pezfoa 
fliall be at all times, in honour, fecurity, and iree« 
dom,' attended^ by prelates, earls, lords, rand W 
rons, of the greateft wifdom, andtooft agr^oable 
to him, and his fubjeds of all parties : 3. AU ptsr^^ 
Ions now ^out the prince, who hate o&nded the 
king, (hallf Make fuoh amends as the above< cooor 
miflionetis fhall determine, faving their honouxs^ 
eftates and lives: 4 The king fhall allow ^alL 
honourable appointment to the prince his fon, to 
be fettled by the faid commiffioners : 5. That 
lords and honourable perfons of wtfdom and vis- 
tuous difpofidons, fhall be conflantly about thie 
prince in his tender age: 6. The prince fhall «t 
all times love, honour, and obey his fa theft: 
7. The lords, and others about the prince, fhall 
enjoy the king's favour and grace: 8. The prince 
" fhall take into his hearty love and favour, all the 
Iprds and others, who have feryed the king in 

thcfe 
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A.p. 14S8. thefe times of trouble: 9. The commiffibn^rs 
fhall endeavour to remove all petfonal and family 
feuds between the lords of the different parties, 
particularly that between the earl of Buchan and 
lord Lyfle "**. 

Negotia- This wife and equitable treaty did not produce 

HcnryVii. ^^^ happy effeds that might hav« been expeded. 
As feveral important matters ftill remained to be 
fettled by the commiflioners, both parties, full of 
mutual diftruft, flood on their guird, and retained 
their forces. They both turned their eyes to- 
wards England, the one expeding aid, and the 
other dreading oppofition from that quarter. 
Henry^I. appointed commiffioners, May 5, to 
treat with thofe of his moft dear brother James 
king of Scotland ; and about the fame time hfe 
granted a fafe condttft to Robert bifliop of Glat 
gow, George bifliop of Dunkeld, Colin earl of 
Argyle, Patrick lord Haiies, Robert lord Lyfle, 
Matthew Stewart mafter of Darnly, and Alexanda- 
mafter of Hume, who were all of the princess 
party, to come into England '**^ But no ufc, it i« 
probable, was made of that fafe-conduft. 
,,^^'s In the mean time, king James refided in the 
^archto caftle of Edinburgh ; and if he had remained 

sm^^^s* ^yjg^ jjj ^^^^ pi^^Q fjjl, tjjg commiflioners had fet- 
tled all the* points referred to them by the treaty 
of Blacknefs, and the ambafladors expefted from 
the courts of England, France, and Rome, had 

^ loi Records of parliament. Sec this treaty at full Iength» Ap- 
pend No. 3. in the next Volume. 
i^i Kym. \t(&d, torn. is. p. 340, 34i> 
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arrived, all might have ended welL But either A-d.^sa. 
his own inclination^ or the advice of hi$ friendft, 
induced him to march to Stirling, as a mpre agree- 
able relidence, and more convenient for forming a 
junftion with his loyal fubjeCls in the north ; ,and . 
he met with no interruption, in his march, though 
the two armies muft have been very near to one - 
another. 

This imprudent meafure was difapproved, it is Battle of 
faid, by many of his beft friaids, and gave a grat fn^^^JJ^' 
alarm to the adverfe party, who confidered it as a ^m^^ 
breach of the pacification of Blackncfs **^ The 
king, with his army, took poffeflion of the towji of 
Stirling; but he was refufed admittance intp,the 
caftle: and while he was expoftulating with the 
governor on that fubjeft, intelligence arrived 4hat 
the prince's ariny was advancing to attack him. 
7here was little time for deliberation, and it was 
rafcly refolved to fight. The two armies met and 
engaged, June ii, A. D. 1488, in the fields be- 
tween the village of Bannockbum and Tprwood. 
The conflia was fierce; but the borderers (of 
whom tha prince's army chiefly confifted), being 
better armed, and more ufed to arms thaii their 
enemies, foon threw the royal army into confufion. 
The king endeavoured to fave himfelf by flight ; 
but riding down a fteep road in the village of Ban- 
nockbum, he fell from his horfe, aiid was carried 
into a mill, where he was difcovered and flain by 

1*4 Records of Parliameat* Black Ads» f. t^. 
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^. p. 1^88. feme of the purfuers*^*. Thus periflied this un- 
fortunate prince, in the prime. of life, when he had 
.rdgncd almoft twenty-nine years, and lived thirty- 
five years and five months. He was buried in the 
abbey-church of Cambuik^nneth, near the remains 
of his queen j by whom, he left three fons, viz. 
James, who fucceeded him, another James^ duke 
of Rofs, and John earl of Mar, 

Charader. Few princes have been more calumniated during 
life, or more mifreprefented after death, than 
James III. of Scotland. I Ihall therefore endea- 
voQf to draw his character as I have written his 
hiftory, with all the attention and impartiality in 
my power. F^rrerius, who received his informa* 
tion from thofe who were familiarly acquainted 
with him, defcribes his perfon in this manner : 
*« in the beauty of his face, in the flrength and 
*' elegant (hape of his body, and fymmetry of all 
<' his limbs, he far excelled all the princes of his 
*' time '''*^.'* in perfonal valour he was not con- 
fpicuous ; nor did he either delight or excel in 
riding, tilting, and other martial exercifes ; which 
funk him in the eftimation of his nobility. By 
fome hiflorians he hath been reprefented as an 
implacable unrelenting tyrant, refembling Ri- 
chard III. in cruelty ; than which nothing can be 
more direftly oppofite to truth "^ ; for an excef- 
five facility in forgiving the greateft injuries, apd 

«o5 Records oif Parliament, s Ferrer, f 400, 401. £u€han. I. xi. 
p. 239. Hawthonidenip.ii6< PitfGottie, p. 90. 
•^ Ferrer. f.40i» *^ Buchan. I la. p 455—137. 
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pardoning. the greateft crimen, was the inpll.%^ c^!jj2i 

4(^fe& in his charader^ the chief caufe of h\^ q^ffxi 

calamities^ and of all the diforders of his rqgp^ 

Of this his parliaments frequ^tly complained, 

and intreated him to abftain from granting pa;r* 

dons with &> much eafe, and to fuff^r juftice lo 

take its courfe ^^\ Though he was haraffed by a 

fucceffion of rebellions, no perfon of rank was put 

to death for treafon, except fir Alexander Boyde, 

when James was (till young, and entirely in the 

power of fir Alexander's enemies. He is accufed, 

by the fame hiftorian, of incontinence, and that of 

the moft criminal kind; but withoi^ any pijogf, 

and contrary to all probability, as .his c^ort was 

the moft anpiabte princefs in the world ; ^ndohe 

was aimoft the only prince of his name and fao^ily 

who bad no natural children '**'. ^ He was regular 

in his attendance .on 'the fervice of the .church ; 

took pleafure in hearing eloquent fermons, at which 

be always^ ftood bare-'headed^ and taught his fons 

to do the fame "*. He had a genius for learning, 

and was a generous encourager of learned men '". 

But the moft ftriking feature in the chsura&er of 

this prince, was his fondnefs for the fine arts, and 

for thofe who excelled in them, on whom he be- 

ftowed more of his company, confidence, and fa- 

vour, than became a king in his circumftances. 

This excited in his fierce and haughty nobles, dif- 

like and contempt oiF their fovereign, and indig- 

«•• Records of Parliament. Black Ms, f. 71. 74. 

*^ Buchan. 1. i». p. a 36. ''• Ferrer, f. 404. 

»" Id. f. a9i. 
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A. 0.1488. nation againft th6 objefts ef his favour; which 
produced the moil pernicious confequences; In 
one word, if James ni/had filburilhed vta a more 
poliihed age and more civilized --couiitry^ he would 
hav^ l^en efteemed^ what he ' rteUy was, a good 
Kind amkd>tev thobgh not z great prin^<l. 
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